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Aber TAvigation, and in fome meafure the founder of our 
empire mcAMERICA, was the direétor of it in the difcovery 
of ARCHANGEL: this put us in pofleflion of our trade to 
nussra, which has been fince carried on with {fo great reputa- 
ton, In our own time we find the fame fpirit of induttry 
and enterprize, of which your late attempt over the CASPIAN 
fea is an honorable proof. How that enterprize was conduc- 

ted, and what various incidents attended it, as 1 had an op- 
portunity of the moft authentic information, corroborated 
by my own experience, I have indulged my inclination, and 
employed my leifure in giving an account : with what hide- 
lity this is done, you are the proper judges. | 


As this trade became an object of attention to the legil- 
lature upon your recommendation: and as the great hopes 
conceived of it were not entertained without juft grounds ; 
I prefume it will hot be ungrateful to you, that the public 
fhould know upon what principles you acted, and how -be- 
neficial your undertaking might have been to the nation, | 
Though we have been foiled in this enterprize, the feas are 

“open to us, and whilft we continue MasTERS of them, they 
are our fafeft, and perhaps our only means of conveyance ; 
at leaft, I believe, hiftory can hardly furnifh an inftanéein 
thefe latter times, of a confiderable trade being carried on 
by traverfing the dominions of a foreign prince. 

og ee The 
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Tue relation of profperous undertakings is the me&<agreex: 
able tafk ; but inftru@tion, which is the great end of Kifforical 
narrations, depends not upon the nature of events :“ it is not 
material whether they are favorable or not, but whether they 
be honeftly and fairly ftated, the true caufes explored, and 
‘their influence difcovered through the whole chain of effeéts. 
Perhaps future generations may have occafion to refer to 
what paffed in our time, as we now look back to the days 
of queen ELIZABETH; and if circumftances fhould again 
rendgs this trade practicable and advantageous to the nation, 
the experience we have lately bought, muft neceffarily be of 
great uc, 

Ir we call to mind that religious zeal with which you 
railed a fund for building a public place of worfhip at St. 
PETERSBURG 3 and your generous refolution not to permit 
that the BRITISH nation fhould be the only one in Russia 
without this mark of honor and diftin@ion ; may it not be 
expected that the supreme BEING, who direéts all events by 
his providence, will enable you either to revive your casPian 
trade, or to ftrike out fome other branch more beneficial ? 
The charaéteriftic of a brave and commercial nation is to be 
evee-purfuing fomethin g ufeful to mankind : thé world isnot in 
all its known parts fo familiar to us, but new channels of tradé 
may be {truck out; nor is it fo well civilized, but commerce 

may 
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ay gently effect what the {word cannot. You have my 
arcs withes that in all things profperity may attend your 
endeavours, in your private, as well as corporate capacity. 


Tam, 


GENTLEMEN, 


“Your moft humble. 


London, 


January, 1753: 


and moft obedient Servant, 


Jonas Hanway. 
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tihis works fhould be ufeful to the public, the merit is not 
mine, Dat belongs properly to your LADYSHIP, and to LORD — 
and CADY VERE; in compliance with whofe requeft, the 
traniient thoughts { had entertained on this fubjeét; were 
carried inte execution. 


— Yus fir volume will fhew, that I have not been con- _ 
tented with the bare office of an hiftorian: I have ven- | 

tured to give my thoughts on perfons and things ; which, _ 
according to the different fubjects of my reflexions, often 
conftitute me a moralift, and fometimes a politician... Upon 
the whole, this is a mifcellaneous work ; in the profecution 
ef which, I am-the more expofed to fall into thofe inaccu- — 
racies which may tempt fome to criticize, who have not the - 

candor to confider, that I am an qguthor by accident, and | 
cannot be faid to offend ayainft rules, with which I do not 
pretend to be acquainted, | 


Wuar a man has feen, he feems to havea right to relate, 
if he conceives it to be of fuch a nature as may turn to the. 
‘public advantage. But the common failing of private men, 
js to efteem the incidents of their own life, if there be.any 
thing in them out of the common road, of greater Cofite- 
_quence than they really are. This opinion of our own fig- 

sificancy will however be cofrected by the judgment of the 
- publig, to which I readily fubmit. oO 


In 


DED LCA TION, ix 


In performances of fuch a nature as this, if citherinfor~ 
mation or inftrnétion refults from then, it. is ST, 2. more 
extenfive influence, than what arifes from the perufal of the 
actions or fentiments of perfons in a more exalted {phere of 
dite. The number of thofe who can be ‘either. informed or 
inftru@ed by the. memoirs. of. eminent ftatefmen..or preat 
captains, bears but a {mall proportion to the multitudes that 
may receive benefit'from the. obfervations of fiich as have run 
through fcénes;‘in which: ‘every common reader may poffibly 
Become an actor, 


‘To infpire the mind of a reader with the defire of ung 
in a manner fuitable to the relation in which we ftand, to 
the’ great lord of nature, as well as to‘our fellowe-creatures, | 
is the nobleft - object: that ain: author: ‘can have in view. «If 
by adhering | to this principle, Thave fometimes given. into 
religious as well as moral reflexions, <I hope that I ftand in 
need of no laboured -excufe. = Sonié indulgence is certainly 
due to the natural. frame and’ ‘conftitution of. mens ‘minds 3. 
and whoever has run. through. dangers and - experienced 
difhculties,; * will. gradually contra@ fomewhiat of this ferious. 
opofition; | how little foever: he “might - -have* eritertained of 
it “before... Thofe who- at the. firft ‘perufal diflike’ my 
reflexions; may, in a future period of: their lives, difcover, 

that fach fentiments ‘ merit.:a_ better. reception, To be 

Vou I> a kindly. 
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kindy received at firft fight is agreeable 3 yet to be efteemed. 
upon reffexion is of the two, moft to be defired. 


To temper that ferioufnefs which reigns throughout thie 
book, it is requifite there fhould be a mixture of other mat- 
ter; for we feldom profit by writings that do not afford. 
amufement.. Such a mixture there will be found :. my. fub- 
ject leads me to treat of many great events, which for their: 
fingularity have the air of romance: fome of thefe have hi-- 
therto efcaped notice, and others have been very confufedly. 
and imperfectly reprefented. Variety is the moft effectual. 
method of pleafing ; fer the human mind having different: 
faculties, is fatished in proportion as a {maller or greater. 
number of thele are gratified. | 


Tere has been a general, and I doubt, too juft a fufpi-. 
cion, that in penning the ftory of their own travels, authors. 
have fometimes fought to heighten the agreeablenefs of their 
‘relations, by deviating from, or magnifying the truth. The. 
fame notion carried a little farther, has produced : ingenious: 
fictions, fufceptible of greater ornaments; and which, thotgn 
they did not inform fo much, have pleated more. J dare 
aver, and it is my duty to aver, that there is nothing of that 
kind in thefe fheets : and therefore, how fingular foever fome 
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Chap. “I, _ ~ OF THE ‘CASPIAN .TR ADE, - 
**. that all things fhould be founde in one région, to the ende that one fhoulde have 
/* neede of another; that by this meanes friendfhippe might be~eftablithed amon 
~** all men, and every one feek to gratifie all, For the ellablithing and fur. 
‘ f which uniuerfal amitie, certaine men of our realme, moued here- 
*" Unto by the -faide defire, have. inftituted and taken upon them a uoyage by fa 
“into farre countreis, to the Intent that betweene our people and them, a way 
** may be opened to bring in, and carry Out marchandizes, defiring us to further 
“* their enterprize. Who aflenting to their petition, haue licenfed the night valiant 
** and worthy Sir nven WILLOUGHBY, knight, and other our truftie and faichfull 
** fervants, which are with him according to their defire, to goe to countreis to 
** them heretofore unknowen, as well to feek fuch things as we lacke, as alfo to car- 
*“ ry unto them from our regions, fuch things as they lacke. So that hereby notonely - 
** commoditie may enfue both to them and us, but alfo an indiffoluble and perpetual] 
** jeague of friendthippe be eftablithed betweene us both, while they permit us to 
** take off their things, fuch whereof they have abundance in their regions, and we 
** againe grant them fuch things of ours, whereof they are deftitute. “We therefore . 
“* defire you kings and princes, and al other to whoime there is any power on the 
“earth, to permit unto thefe our fervants, free pallage by your regions and dom. 
_“* nions: for they thall not touch any thing of yours unwilling unto you, Confi- 
“* der you that they alfo aremen. If therefore they fhall ftand in neede of any thing, 
*° we defire you of all humanitie, and for the nobilitie which is in you, to aide and 
—“ helpe them with fuch things as they lacke, receiving againe of them fuch things 
“* as they fhall be able to give you in recompence. Shewe yourlelves fo- tawards 
** them, as you would that we and our fubjects fthould thewe ourfelves towards your 
“* fervants, if at any time they fhall pafie by our regions, © 
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_ .* Tuus doing, we promife you by the cop of al] things that are contained in 
** heauen, earth, and the fea, and by the life and tranquilitie of our kingdomes, 
“ that we will with like humanitie accept your fervants, if at any time they fhall 
“* come to our kingdomes, where they fhall as friendly and gently be entertained, 
“* as if they were borne in our dominions, that we may hereby recompence the fa- 
** vour and benignitie which you have fhewed to our men. Thus after we have 
“ defired you kings and princes, &c. with all humanitie and favour, to enter- 
“* caine our well-beloued fervants, we will pray our almightie cop, to erant you 
“* long life, and peace, which never thal! haue end. - Written in LONDON, which 
_ is the chiefe city of our kingdome, in the yeere from the creation of the world 
°° 5515, in the month of JiaR*, the fourteenth day of the month, and feventh 
"" yeere of our raigne,” | 


Tae fleet fent out upon this difcovery, in confequence of the King’s letter, con- 
fifted of the pona ESPERANZA, the EDWARD BONAVENTURE, and the BONA CONFI-. 
DENTIA, all under the command of Sir HUGH WILLOUGHBY, as captain-general,. 
It was this pentleman’s fate, in company with the crew of the BONA ESPERANZA, 
to be frozen to death the fame year in LAPLAND ; but RicHARD CHANCELER, who 
commanded the epwarp BONAVENTURE, had the happinefs to make a ailcovery 

: Ba 7 Os 


. m Jrar is the month of februaty.” 


4 THE EARLIEST ACCOUNTS Part 1 
ofMRCHANGEL, from whence he was conducted to mosco. Here he was received 


\with finguolar marks of diftinction by the great duke 1vaN WASSILOWITZ, who ac- 
cepted the offer of commerce, and returned a favorable anfwer to the king’s letter. 


Sire next material incident was in 15555 when a treaty with the great duke, 
fometimes called emperor of RUSSIA, Was made; by which he granted ample pri- 
vileges to the ENGLISH merchants trading to Russia; and the fame year, king 
PHILIP and queen MARY honoured them ‘with a charter. The next year OSEP Na- 
pEOFF, the RUSSIAN embafiuder, came mato ENGLAND. In 1559, ANTHONY JEN- 
KInson pafled through RUSSIA into BOKHARA, which he was very quickly obliged 
to leave; the king of SAMARCAND having invaded that country. He found that 
the PERSIAN trade lay moft onthe fide of syria,-and the frontiers of TURKEY. 
After variety of fortunes and difficulties, which have a very remarkable analogy with 
thofe of the time of which 1 am now writing, he returned home by the way of CASAN 
on the VoLcA, in 1460, having frit bad the honor of hoifting the red crofs of St. 
GEORGE, or the royal banner of ENGLAND, on the CASPIAN fea. 


Encouracetp by the merchants adventurers, -in #568 the fame JENKINSON pro- 
cured a letter from queen SLIZABETH, now ‘in the third year of her reign, to the 
fhah r#umas, the king of PERSIA; and travelled into that country.. Fhe fingular 
fpirit and fimplicity of ‘this Jetter, alfo, induces me to infert it as follows. 


“ LIZABETH, by the grace of cop, queenc of ENGLAND, &c. To the 

right mightie, and right-uictorious: prince, the great. sopHFE, emperor of 
the PERSIANS, MEDES, PARTHIANS, HYRCANES, CARMANARIANS, MARGIANS, 
of the people on this fide, and beyond the river of TYGRIS, and of all men and 
nations between the CASPIAN fea and the gulph of PERSIA, greeting, and moft 


-happie increafe in all profperitic. 
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“© By the goodneils of the almightie Gon, it is ordayned, that thofe people, which 
not only the huge diftance of land, and the invincible widenes of feas, but alfo 
“¢ the very quarters of the heavens doe mofte farre feparate and fette afunder, may 
«© neverthelefle through good commendation by writing, both eafe, and alfo com- 
«© municate between them, not onely the conceized thoughts, or deliberations, 
and’ gratefull: offices of humanitie, but alfa many commodities of mutual in- 
telligence. oO | 
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<s THEREFORE, whereas our faithfull, and right well beloved fervant ANTHONIE 

“© JENKINSON, bearer of -hefe our letters, is determined, with our licenfe, fauour, 
«« and grace, to pafle out of this our realme, and by cop’s fufferance to travel evén 
‘ into PERSIA, and other your jurifdictions> we minde truely with our good fa- 
‘ uour, to fette forward, and aduance, that his right laudable purpofe : and the 
‘« more willingly, for that this his enterprife is grounded upon an honeft intent, to 
‘© eftablith trade of merchandize with your fubjects, and with other ftrangers traf- 
fiking your rcalmes. 

‘ fe - 

66 WHERE- 
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wt 
“* WHEREFORE, we have thought good, both to write to your majeftie, and aifo 
** to defire the fame to uouchfafe at our requett, to grant to our Taide fervant, anm-— 
© THONIE JENKINSON, good pafports, and {afe conducts, by meanes, and authg- 
“rite whereof, ig may be free, and lawful for him, together with his familiars, 
“* fervants, Carriage, merchandize, and goods whatfoever, through your realmes, 
** dominions, juriditions, and prouinces, freely, and without Impeachment, to 
“€ journey, goe, paile, repaffe, ‘depart, aad tarry fo lone as he fhall pleafe, and. 
‘* from thence to returne, whénfoever he or they fhall thinke good. If. thefe holye 
** duties of entertainment, and fweete offices of natural] humanitie, maybe wil- 
** ingly concluded, fincerely embraced and firmely obferued, between us, and-our 
" realmes, and fibie@s, then we doe hope, that the almightie cop will bring it te 
“* pafie, that of thefe {mall beginnings, greater moments of things fhall hereafter - 
“* pring, both to our furnitures and henors, and alia to the great commodities 
** and ufe of our peoples: fo it will be knowen,’ that neither the earth, the feas, 
** nor the heauens, have fo much force to feparate us, as the godly difpofition of 
“ naurall humanitie, and mutual beneuolence, have to loyne us ftrongly together, 
“* Gop grarit unto your majettie, long and happie felicitie jn earth, and perpetual] - 
“in heauen.. Dated in ENGLAND, in our famous Citie of LONDON, the 25 day‘of. 
*“ the month of apr IL, in the yeere of the creation of the world 5523, and of our. 
“* lord jesus CHRIST, 1561, and of our raigne the third.” > 


Havine procured an introduction into PERSIA, JENKINSON returned home with. 
Out any remarkable fuccefs. In 7 557 the rurxs conquered the weftern coaits of 
the CASPIAN fea, and, in a great mealure, Prevented the advancement of the pri- 
-TISH Commerce. The merchants naturally flattered themfelyes that, in coniequence 
of the favorable decree obtained by Jenkinson from ABDALLAH KHA N, then fove- 
reign of SHIRVAN and HIRCANIA*, a trade of fome Moment might be carried on - 
SHIRVAN was then the refidence of our factory, and feveral ENGLISH fubjects were 
employed in this trafic, of whom one THOM as ALCOCKE was murdered in perspa_ 


IN 1579 cuRIstopHER BURROUGH went into Persra, and returned home in 1581, 
He built a vef&l on the VOLGA at NiEz ANOVOGORODE, in which he tranfported 
feveral kinds of merchandize as farasBaxu, At NIEZABAD his-veffel was ftranded, 
and great part of his cargo loft.. At perpenp he fold a part of his goods to the . 
TURKS, and boughe another vefte] to bring home his returns of raw filk ; but either 
through want of experience or conftrained by neceffity, he came to RuSSIA {0 late 
in the feafon as november, which occafioned his fhip being cut to Pieces by the ice : 
the cargo however was faved In a boat, which floating out to fea with the Ice, and 
being in great danger of perifhing, was at length frozen up. The crew left the 
boat and her Cargo, and went in fearch of affiftance, but lofing their way their lives 
were much endangered by hunger, as well as by a fhower of arrows from a flying 
party Of NAGAI tartars, ‘At length they had the good fortune to bring theimcargo 
Jate to ASTRACHAN, and thus ended the Brivisy CASPIAN commerce. 


OccASIONAL voyages have been fince made by BRITisH fubjects, under the rus 
SIAN protection, in the clefe of the laft century, but not with any view of eftablifh- 
ing atrade; I thall therefore pals them over in filence, as not materia. 


* 
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CHAP. I. 


Monfieur pe THOU'S romarks upon the ENGLISH trade into PERSIA én ibe days of queen 
PEIZABETH. FREDERICK dure of HOLSTEIN’S embalfy 18 1633. Antient RUSSIAN 
and ARMENIAN srade over the CASPIAN. PETER THE GREAT smarches an army 
into the northern provinces of PERSIA 5 and endeavours 10 eftablife a large trade with 
“phat country. I 


© corroborate the authorities already. mentioned, 1 mutt beg leave to infert 

| _@ paffage concerning this fubject, from the. celebrated Monfieur DE THOU, 
who after relating the eftablifhament of a company in Lonpon to trade to MUSCOVY> 
adds, ** That the profits of that company were ammenfe, by reafon_ that in queen 
s¢ ELIZABETH S yeign the ENGLISH had the exclufive privilege. 6f importing all 
© manner of foreign commodities into Russia. By this privilege they .were en- 
«encouraged to, vifie. more carefully the feveral provinces of that vaft empire, which 


<¢ was the means of their difcovering; that by -afcending tne pwizna they might 


a 


<< tranfport goods as fay as WOLOGDA, and from thence. in feven days by land to 
© yERISLAW, from which place they might fail down the VOLGA, i thirty days 
« and nights to ASTRACHAN. | Encouraged. by this {uccefs, the ENGLISH built a 
*¢ fhip -to navigate the CASPIAN fea, which. they found full of fhallows. Adter 
¢ crofling this fea they entered into MAZANDERAN, and the deferts of KHORASAN, 
“c alfo to the extremity Of MEDIA, and proceeded as far as TAVRTS and CASBIN. 
«© Such happy beginnings gave them reafon to hope that they fhould difcover the 
“© way tO CATHAY‘ but the war which broke out between the TURKS and PER- 
A. STANS, prevented the profecution of their difcoverics, and defeated their moft 
s* fanguine expectations.” 

In 1626, Sif ROBERT SHIRLEY Was fent ernbaflador from the ENGLISH court to 
ABAS THE.GREAT; king of PERSIA. The honourable impreffions which the PER- 
sians early entertained of this nation, may be deduced from the declaration made 
ro that embaffador by this potent prince, the moft renowned of the PERSIAN kings, 
viz. “¢ That he wifh’d the chriftian princes would not wage war againft each 
* 6¢ other, for he was fenfible, their common enemy the TuRK took great advantages 
«© from thence; tho’, by the many defeats he had given the rurKs, he had con- 
sc yinced the world of the fuperiority of the PERSIAN arms. That he would de- 
« liver in GAMBROON fen thoufand bales of filk “*, and take the value in ENGLISH 
«© cloth; for which if he could not find a market in his own kingdom, he would dif- 
“ pofe of part to his neighbours ; for he fhould receive great fatisfaction in de- 
<¢ priving the TURK of the yearly cuftoms which he received from the PERSIAN 
“ caravans °, which go to, the foreign markets in ALEPPO; @ profit which he knew 

a4 to 


& The countries to the eaftward of KIEVA and BOKHARA are often fo called : this is alfo the name 
iven to CHINA. | | a 
4 Suppofed to fe meant bales of feven batmans of 122 16. ENGLISH; not 25 batmans, as now ufually 
fhipped on the c/s5PIAN- ; —_ 

© The moftgurrect writing is kiervan, but as it is commonly called caravan, and as this laft word is fo 


much adopted with us, 1 thal] prefer t. 


* 


Chap. II, IN THE NORTH oF PERSIA. © y 


“* to be fo confiderable, that the janizaries were fupported by it, and confequently | 
"* that it fupplied his enemies with force to fight againft him, “That he efteemed 
"© the king of GREAT BRITAIN as the head of the worfhippers Of Jesus CHRIS‘T, 
** and fhould be extremely glad of his friendthip.” Both the PERSIANS and Tupxs 
did in thofe days, as well as in future times, receive fj uch advantages from their com- 
mercial intercourfe, thar by mutual agreement caravans were fuffered to pals unmo- 
lefted, during the long and inveterate ‘Wwars’which fubfifted between thofe twor 
nations. ) 


THE Frenecn formed a defien of opening a ttade’ from ARCHANGEL over tha 
CASPIAN fea, in the beginning of the aft century, as well as jn this, of which 
I thall have occafion to ipeak ; but it does not appear that they carried either into - 
execution. This indeed is certain, that FREDERICK duke of HOLSTEIN, in the year 
1033, fent avery Pompous and expenfive embaffy to thah suerir. After enduring 
many hardfhips and fufferings, the embafladors were thipwrecked on the weilt~ 
em coatts of the CASPIAN fea; and being landed in PERSIA they alfo met with 3 
variety of ‘no lefs remarkable difafters. I do not find that this embafly had any 
effect wich regard to the raw filk of the northern provinces of PERSIA, though it 
may be prefumed that the duke had formied a icheme of obtaining an ample fupply 
of this valuable commodity, for his own manufactures in HOLSTEIN, | 


AFTER the russian grand duke arexts MICHAELOWITZ had recovered ASTRAS 
CHAN out of the hands of the TARTARS, we find a large quantity of ENGLISH and 
DUTCH cloths bought by the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS in ARCHANGEL, for what 
they call the ASTRACHAN trade. This place being fo advantagioufly fituated, it 
joon became a confiderable mart, the TARTARS from fevera] Parts of thofe vaft 
countries which furround it; relorting thither for EUROPEAN commodities. ‘Their 
trade was carried on over the casPran into PERSIA, by means of thofe wretched 
veflels which the RUSSIANS at that time built on the voLca; for pr TER THE GREAT 
was then in the infancy of his power, and the zuRopran manner of building fhips 
had not as yet been introduced into Russra_ 


For a oreat length of time we do not find that the russran Navigators went 
farther than NIEZARAD, from whence they exported the filk of SHIRVAN-: and 
even this trade was frequently interrupted, both on the VOLGA, and- on the coaft 
of the caspran fea, by the Koonan and NAGAY FARTARS, as well as by the cos. 
SACKS and RUSSIAN pirates, SHAMAKIE, the capital of *HIRVAN, On the weftern 
coaft of the caspian, was the refidence of the RUSSIAN merchants, where they drove 
1 conliderable trade. But the LEscers having invaded PERSIA, and plundered 
SHAMAKIE in 1997, VEVREINOFF, 4 RUSSIAN merchant, loft near two hundred 
thoufand crowns ‘," for his thare only. This accident fo difcouraged the russ; s N 
traders, that they almoft quitted the field to the ASMENIANS, who were more 
enterprifing in commerce, as well as more refolute in defending their property, 


Bet how great foever the encouragements this nation might have from the err. 
SIANS, we had -n@edas from RUSSIA, In confequence of the fervices that nation had 
ees | | received 

F 50,000 1, 


s ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH A TRADE, &c. Part. 


received ‘from Us; and the natural connexion ‘we had with it. The czar PETER 
thought none had‘fo good a right to a commerce through his country £0 PERS'® as 
the genctisH, and had conceived hopes of making 1 confiderable enough to 
engage Our atrention, -Fiis {olicitude in purfuing this fcheme was fo great, that 
at length he publifhed a decree in1718, permitting all foreigners, as well as his 
own fubjects, to import! raw Gik into his dominions from PERSIA, OF from any of 
the countries to the eattward of russia. I could never learn that this had any effect, 
becaule foreigners thought the conveyance dangerous, if not impracticable, and 
none but ARMENIANS OF RUSSIANS were fettled in the northern parts of PERSIA, 
with a view to carry ont is trade. : 

Tumumas, the lawful heir of the PERSIAN diadem, being driven into KHORASAN 
‘by the invafion of MAGHMUD E and his AFGHANSs in 1722, invited PETER THE 
GREAT, to come to his affiftance. Theczar accordingly marched a great army along 
the weftern coaft of the CASPIAN, with which he proceeded in perfon as far aS DER~ 
gEND. Itis more than probable that fo wife a prince would not have undertaken 
fach an expedition, but in purfuit of his favourite plan, of directing the courfe of 
the filk trade through his country, though he had a view to curb the Turks. He 
thad been alfo flatter’d into a per{uafion that the LesceEs would fubmit to him ;ebut 
on the contrary they harraffed the RUSSIAN army exceeding y, and rendered their 
march along that coaft as dangerous as it was fatiguing. “Befide the weftern coaft 
of the caspian, the czar took pofleffion of great part of GHILAN; but the peafants 
of that country growing negligent of the cultivation of their. filk, very little of this 
commodity could be procured from them, ‘Ihe warm moift air of GHILAN, toge- 
ther with the unwholfome fruits, rendered that province the grave of the RUS5-~ 
staws; for which reaion the emprefs ANNE very prudently confented to evacuate 
this country 19 1734+ without drawing any advantage from it. 


A rEw months before PETER THE GREAT took his leave of this world, he re- 
quefted in a particular manner of an ENGLISH merchant", chen on his departure for 
ENGLAND, to treat with the merchants in,LONDON, about opening a trade through 
his country tO PERSIA ; but this prince did not forefee all the difficulties attending 
the undertaking, though he was fonfible of many of them. Hig death however 
put an end to the enquiry at that time; and the apprehenfions che BRITISH mer- 
chants then conceived of the dangers which the trade would be expofed to, proved 
4 hindrance to the attempt, till the year 1738; when an unexpected incident haps 
pened, which opened a new fcene of commercial adventures. 


The fon of MIR VATS; chief of CANDAHAR, 
b Mr, RICHARD MAINWARING. 
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Mr, ELTON’S propofal in 1738, fo the ENGLISH fasiars 7# St. PETERSBURG, Co oper 
@ trade through Russia into PERSIA.—Mr, ELtoNn’s employment in the RUSSIAN 
fervice, 1 1735, till bis journey into PERSIA. it 1739. * 


UCH was the fituation ef affairs, with regard to the caspran commerce, 

when Mr, Joun gevron,. who had been bred to the fea fervice, made a pro- 
pofal in 1738, to fome of the priris factors in St. peTERSBURG, to Carry on a 
trade through Russia into PERsia, by way of the caspian fea. As this gentle- 
man makes a very confiderable figure in thefe papers, the reader, in all probability, 
will be curious to have fome account of him; and of the motives which induced 
him to engage in this undertaking, 1] fhall therefore gratify fo reafonable a curio- 
fity, and infert the following account, - extracted from that which he gave of himfelf 
to the BRiZISH merchants, at the time of his making.this propofal. 


In the-beginning of the year 1735, Mr. evron was fent by the court of russra 
to affift in the oRENBURG expedition in the rank of a fea captain, This expedi- 
tion was commanded by general WAssILLIE NEKIETISH TATTISCHEFF, and was 
intended to eftablifh an effectual barrier agamnft the rarTARS.s and, in fome mea- 
fure, to afcertain and cover the fouth-eaft frontiers of the empire, by building 
fortifications, and making fmall fettlements on the rivers sAMARA, and YAEIK. 
At the fame time it was propofed to open a communication betwixt the city of 
SAMARA On the river voLca, crofs the step’ quite to srpzRia, the diftance of 
about eight hundred ENGLisn miles. Thefe. fortifications are at feveral diftances 
from twenty to forty Russian wertts *, according to the maps inferted, with gar- 
rifons of one hundred, two hundred, or three hundred men , but thefe fertlemenrs 
are not yet all eftablithed |. 


Ir was prefumed this would give a check to the inroads of the neighbouring 
TARTARS, particularly the KIERGEESE, and, in time, become a means of crvilizing 
them. It was alfo:imagined, that a -fafe road through their country to the great 
and lefler sokHARA, might be difcovered from fome of thefe new fettlements. In 
order to accomplifh this end, captain grron, for fo he was generally denominated, 
was fent to explore and examine the lake araz, which lies to the caftward of the 
caspian ; but he could never penetrate thither, being prevented by the inteftine’ 
broi!s which then broke out among the BASKIERKIE TARTARS, who though they 
have been reputed fubjects to the empire of russia above.a hundred years, yet, 
within that period, have frequently rebelled. Mr. evtrow: being thus difappointed 
in his dsfign, employed himielf, whilft he continued in the russian fervice, during 
” : the 


* The common flame in Russta for a defert country. 

k A werft is two thirds of an ENGLIsH mile, 

' The reader will obferve, what countries border on thefe fettlements, by the two charts, N° If. and 
II. annexcd, which are part of a manoufcript map, but being of a very large fize, I have divided 
3E ¢nto three. ) 
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the ORENBURG expedition, in laying down fome part of the great rivers, BELLA, 
- KAMA, VOLGA, and yag1K, and feveral confiderable rivers that fall into them; 
and in drawing a geographical map of the fouth-eaft frontiers, from the {prings of 
the yAEIK, which rife out of the mountains on the confines of srpERia. He 
traced that river to the city of yarrk, through its courfe of near fix hundred gn- 
GLIsh miles; and from yazEIx, to the city of samara, which ts one hundred and 
fifty enGLisH miles, all through a defert. | 


In this manner he fpent four years, which afforded him a conftant opportunity 
of converfing with the different forts of roving rarTars, who inhabit thofe vait 
and uncultivated countries that lie berwixt BoxHara and the weftern boundaries of 
siBERIA; and likewife with the sarts, who are civilized trading raRTaRs, and 
live in BOKHARA, and in the other cities to the eaftward. Of thefe there are con- 
fiderable numbers, who annually crofs the srep, from the cities of KH1EVA and 
BOKHARA, as well as from TORCUSTAND, TASHCUND, KHOJEND, &c. to fome of 
the new russian fettrlements. There were many yazIK cossacxs during this {pace 
under his command, who were taken prifoners’ in the unhappy expedition of prince 
BECKAWITZ, which I fhall have occafion to mention more particularly hereafter, — 
and who had been flaves feveral years in BOKHARA. From the converfation he had 
with thofe people, he conceived, that if a fafe road could. be ftruck out of thofe 
cities, an advantageous trade might be carried on with them,: and great quantities 
of woollen goods vended : but at length he found it was abfolutely impracticable to 
erofs the step from any of thofe new fettlements on the YAEIK to KHIEVA ”, TOR- 
CUSTAND, TASHKUND, &c. on account of the perpetual excurfions of the KrzER- 
GEESE, KHARAKHULPACKS and KHIVINSKIE TARTARS, who inhabit the step, and 
are continually plundering each other.—-He concluded: therefore that the only fafe 
and eafy paffage to poxHarRA, lay down the river voLca, and acrofs the CasPlAN 
tO ASTRABAD, or to fome other port in the fouth-eaft bottom of that fea. 


Havine thus contracted an inclination to vifit BoxnHaRa, he returned to PE- 
TERSBURG, in january 1738, and quitted her imperial majefty’s fervice with fome 
difguft, not having been promoted as he expeted. _ Immediately upon his taking 
this ftep, he entertained thoughts of going amongft the black KHatmuckKs, to 
the eaftward of KHIEVA, from whence gold and other precious commodities were 
brought into Evrope. Thefe people had their embaffadors at that time at the 
court of St. PETERSBURG, who flattered fome fereigners with hopes’ of meeting 
with a kind reception in their country. This defign, which I fuppofe was look- 
ed upon as a little extravagant, did not take place; however he {till perfifted in 
his views of making fome new and profitable commercial difcovery. After fome 
time he brought his project to bear, for, having cultivated a good underflanding 
with the BpririsH factors in St. PETERSBURG, and entered into a clofe conjun- 
tion with Mr. MUNGO GR.EMB, a young scoTsmMan, they obtained credit, and a 
fmall cargo of goods proper for Kuizva and BoxHaRa. With thefe they fet out 
the beginning of the next year upon this expedition, of which, as it is remark- 
able, abounds with fome curious incidents, and contains many ufeful particulars 


relating 


* Commonly wrote xutva, I endeavour to adapt the orthography to the true pronunciation. 


Chap. IV. JOHN ELTON TRAVELS INTO THE, &c. oat 


relating to the fubjeét of thefe papers, I fhall. give a-fuccin¢ct narrative, faithfully 
extracted from his own journal. ~ | | 
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CHAP. Uv. 
Mr. ELTON’s journal from mosco till bis arrival at REsHD. 


E left mosco the 14th of march 1739, and travelled two hundred and 
forty werfts with fledges to muroM, 4 city fituated on the north bank 


.of the river occa. This river is very confiderable, and falls into the voica at 


NIEZANOVOGORODE. ‘The ice was yet fubfifting, but full of holes, and rotten; 
however as it was then a hard froft, cléar, and moonlight, we ventured to tra- 
verfe it at midnight, and got fafe over. From thence we proceeded about one 
hundred and fixty werfts to the city arsamas; here we found the rivulets much 
fwelled with the melting of the fnow, and the ice broken up, fo that we could 
not continue our journey till the waters abated, and it was convenient to travel 
with waggons on wheels, with which we had a fair opportunity to provide our- 
felves. The latter part of our journey proved as tedious to ts, as it was fati- 
guing to our horfes, being frequently obliged, by the overflowing of the waters, 
to leave the main road and go far about. ‘Two of our horfes died with fatigue, 
and the reft were greatly harraffed. We arrived at ansamas the 2ift, and took 
up our quarters in an adjacent village. — 


“© Tue 4th of april we provided ourfelves with waggons and freth carriers, and 


finding the waters almoft drained off the land, we departed for SaraTorr. Our 
courle being to the fouth eaft, travelliag began to be pleafant, the fummer ad- 
vanced, and the roads grew every day better on the srep, where we found great 
plenty of wild-ducks, {nipes, heath-cocks, and other birds, of which we thot 
more than enough to fupply us, and lived wholly on game. But there was yet 
no grais, fo that, during our four days travelling over it, we. were obliged to 
carry hay and corn for our horfes : however we fhould have found it very agree- 
able, but that we were conftrairied to be continually on the watch, for fear of 
a furprize. “There are houfes called zarmoras, built for the accommodation of 
travellers in winter, about twenty werfts diftant. In thefe cottages we were 
forced to take up our lodgings, water in other placés being very fcarce. Thefe 
ZAIMORAS are harbours for rogues, as well as for honeft travellers, which obliged 
us to be more than _ufual on our guard; neither could we put any confidence in 
our wageoners. We had only two russran fervants with us, fo that we divi- 
ded ourfelves in the night into two watches, a method which we afterwards con- 
tinued all the way down the voiea. 


* Aprit the rsth, we arrived at the city of sana TOFF, and waited’on the wry- 
voprE ": we found great difficulty to get quarters, the town having been burnt 
| C 2 | ‘* about 

» The chief magiftrate, who adted as governor. 
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JOHN ELTON TRAVELS INTO THE Part b. 
about a year before. As the ARMENIANS, whom we were in hopes to have found. 


here, had failed two days before ; we were much diftrefied haw to get a paflage,, 
no vefiel being obtainable but large boats,” which were bound down the voLtca. 


with meal, and might probably be a month in their paflage to aSTRACHAN, 


The large lotkas ° and canoes, which ufed to be here in great numbers, were”. 
either gone or going on the fturgeon fifhery, and could not be either hired or. 
purchafed on any terms, “Thus we were under the ftrongeft difficulty imaginable : 


' how to get to ASTRACHAN time enough to fecure a paffage over the CASPIAN. 


© Write we were under this dilémma, @ veffel arrived with paffengers from sa-- 
MARA, and being informed that there was a lotka belonging to her, bad as.fhe 
was, we determined to buy her. “The reader will eafily comprehend what fhe was, 
by the inconfiderable price of three rubles and an half, which we gave for her. 


It required two days to prepare her for the voyage: in the mean time we en- | 
gaged five hands to go with us to ASTRACHAN. he third day we put our goods 


and part of our baggage and provifions on board; but the far greateft. part of. 


the latter we were forced to take out again to be fent after us by the firft opportu-. 
‘ nity, for there was only room for our oars, and rwo of us to fit in the ftern. 


When we all got into the boat, being now ten in number, fhe fwam {fo deep that» 
we were extremely irrefolute whether to proceed in her or not. But fenfible of 
the fingular advantage of joining the ARMENIANS, who were gone before us, . 
defitous alfo to crofs the caspsan inthe fame-veffel with them, and perfuaded - 
that, if we miffed this opportunity, we might lofe half the fammer before ano- 
ther veffel failed for RESHD, or that arriving there late in the feafon, we might 
be forced to winter in GHILAN; we ufed our utmoft expedition in difpatching all. 
things for our departure, and refolved to proceed with her. On the fecurity of © 
our little cargo all our hopes of opening a trade depended ; and to arrive at as-' 
TRACHAN with our goods damaged, was the fame as not to arrive there at all.. 

Thefé difficulties made us forget the dangers to which we were expofed from a _ 
party of pirates, who, we were informed, hovered about zoLoTova. We had. 


’ Gre arms more than fufficient, and nt hearing that thefe robbers were as yet 


provided with them, we made no quéftion, of our capacity of defending ourtelves 
in cafe they fhould attack us.. 


«APRIL the 20th, we fet fail, and Teff saratorr, but were détained fome hours 
every day by contrary winds, which blew frefh; this obliged ‘us.to go very near 


the entrance of zororova inlet, which on a fudden brought us in fight of a party 


of at leaft-forty perfons,. who were on the bank with fix large boats. We inftantly 
ftood to our arms, and demanded who they were; they anfwered that they be- 
longed to NISN ANOVOGORODE, and were going to asTRACHAN. We rowed down 
about a mile lower, and went afore, but before. we had well landed, the crew 
of one of the fufpedted boats put off, and’ came diredlly. down to us; but as we 
kept our people under ‘arms, fhe held on her way.down the voioa. We met 
with many alarms of the like kind in our paffage, fometimes from the russ1ans, 
fometimes from the KHALMUCKs 3 and the winds being often contrary, and our 


at boat 


Boats fo. called, - 


Chap. TY. NORTHERN :PROVENCES ) F -PER STA. “y? 


* boat fo very deep laden,. we were frequently obliged to male faft to the fhore. 
“¢ ‘There was.no:room to lye'down in the boat; befides, the danger. of .being fur; 
* prized, permitted us to,take only. broken flumbers: 


« © May. the 4th,-after a-paflage of fourteen. days, with extreme fatigue, ‘awe arri- 
“ved at asrracHaNne We fecured our boat, and Janded.our goods and baggage? 
“¢- Here we found the ARMENIANS whom we fo much delired to join; they intend- 
“ ed to load their goods in one of the veffels belonging to the crown; which was to 
& fail for REsHD in three weeks... In this interval we informed ourfelves of the na: 
“-ture of the persram trade; and how it was carried on by the Russians, as well 
S* asthe ARMENTANS. ‘The latter, fufpecting our defign, were very fhy in giving 
“us information, They acknowledged, however, that the trade from asTRACHAN 
§ >to peRSsta had hitherto been free and open :. that foreign merchants importing 
.** -poods into PERSIA, might carry them to what markets they liked beft, and dif- 
© pofe of them to whom they pleafed; but that this. year all goods brought to 
‘* RESHD were obliged to be fold there; and that the suHan’s fon would not permit 
any one to buy them, except his own merchants: for although they might kéep 
*¢ their goods, if they did not like the price, which thofe merchants ‘offered, yee 
** they were not allowed to carry them to.any other. market, or permitted to fell 
© them to any other perfon ;,and that the.s#an’s fon had engroffed all the raw filk 
*© to himfelf, fo that this commodity was to be procured only of his merchants. 


‘§ Tuines being thus cireumftanced, we determined to proceed. dire@ly from 
“* ASTRACHAN (tO KHIEVA, and thencé to soKHARA, for which places the goods we 
‘* had with:-us.weré:very proper. Here was a veffel bound for cape KARAGANSKOT} 
© on the eaft-fide of the caspyan, from whence, .by traverfing the .srEp, in about 
* ten days we might arrive at KurEVa, and proceed from thence to BOKHARA. 
"Pwo RussrAN factors intended to make this voyage, as well as feveral KHIVINSKIE 
‘ TARTARS, who came in the fame.veflel from cape KARAGANSKAI the year before.. 
<* "We were defirous to fee soxHaRA, and from thence to come home through prer-. 
“sta, thinking ourfelves fecure.of felling our. goods there for a confiderable profir,. 
*¢ and at the fame time have an opportunity.of gaining a tolerable acquaintarice with. 
** a country fo little known to EuROPEANS,, and of carrying on.a trade in which we 
‘* chiefly placed our hopes, But we found the veffel old.and crafy, and were told,. 
«that in paffing the step to KHIEVA,. we fhould run the greateft hazard of being. 
“*-plundered and fold for flaves: for though the Kuan of the rartars fhould, 
** on notice of this veffel’s arrival,. fend a imall efcort to meet and protect the cara~ 
“Svan, yet this was a flender fecurity, fince, as the TARTARS are crafty and. {ubtile,. 
“and wonderfully {killed in. ftratagems, he might at the fame time fend a much 
 ftronger party to plunder it.,~ But what. prevailed an us.moft to defift from this 
“* expedition, was the certain intelligence we had of the perstams invading. that 
“© country; fo that had we arrived fafe at KarEVa and BOKHARA, there could.be 
“© but little hopes. of our returning home by the. way of-persia ; and thus-the prin- 
cipal end of our journey would have been defeated... We therefore turned .our 
“eyes directly towards persia.ij-On that fide alfo we had but a gloomy profpect ; 
“ but obferving that the arMzENtans fhipped off goods for REsHD, it encouraged 
“* us to run the fame rifk,. fince without {ome rifk nothing. could be done. | 

4 | “* May 
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“< May the 23d, being informed by the lieutenant, who was the commander of 
the admiralty, that a veffel belonging to the eMprzss was on departure for RESHD, 
we immediately put our. goods and baggage aboard her, and proceeding down 
the vorca, the next day we arrived at yerKiz. A. midfhipman, who was the 
commanding officer there, gave us the beft’ quarters he could procure. ‘The 
houfes in that place are very mean, except that belonging to the admiralty, which 
confifts of four rooms, where four midfhipmen were lodged. “We arrived at 
YERKIE five days before the ARMENIANS, , and were forced to remain there four 
days longer, before they had loaded their goods, and the veflel could be put in- 
to a condition to fai], | 


“ June the 3d, having left yerdte in fair weather anda calm, we drove with 
the ftream over the bar. After a paflage of fourteen days, we arrived fafe in En- 
ZELLEE road, and the next day got over that bar, and entered the havea. 


‘* ‘Tue next day we warped over enzeivne lake, and came to PERRIBAZAR, 2 
{mall village on the fouth bank of the lake. Here the persian cuftom-houfe 
Officers had their tation, and all the goods defigned for rEsuHp are landed. 





C H A P. VY. 


Mr. ELTON’S journal continued, from bis arrival at-nusuun, vill bis obtaining a deeree 
of RIZA KOULI MYRZA, the regent of persia, in favour of the BRITISH mer- 
chants. | an | 


UNE the arft, we landed our goods and baggage. -After they had been vi- 
 fited bythe cuftom-houfe officers, we proceeded direCtly-with them to rEsHp, 
which is eight ENGLisH miles diftant.. The goods were lodged in the cuftom- 
houfe, and remained there about three days; in which time they were Opened, 
viewed, valued, and delivered to us; the duty. was five per cent. on their. va- 
luation, the amount of which they left at our pleafure to difcharge when we 
thought fit. We were obliged to take up lodgings in a very indifferent caravan- 
ferai; indeed the beft of them aré very mean, the rooms having no light but 
trom the door, fo that they appeared like the cells of a jail. Ac length we pro- 
cured a houfe, in a fituation fo pleafant that it feemed-a heaven tous. Our 
greatelt concern now was, in what character to aét, being fuch entire ftrangers, 
and the firft EncLtisHmen that were known to have come hither over the cas- 
PIAN on account of trade. As it was moft agreeable to our inclinations, fo it 
was our primary intention, to live privately, and return home unobferved ; but 
this we found to be a fcheme abfolutely impracticable, for the JouLFa ARME-_ 
NIANS "at ASTRACHAN, as well as thofe who came over in the fame veflel with us, 
being much alarmed at the notions which they had formed of our defign, ac- 
‘¢ quainted 
R inhabitants of JouLFa near ISPAHAN. 
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quainted every body who we were, particularly the governor of the ‘province of 
GHILAN, whom they endeavoured to prejudice againit us. In this fituation we 
laboured to procure the beft information of the difpofition and tefnper of the 
PERSIANS, and determined to a¢t in our proper character as merchants. ‘This 
relolution being formed, to prevent his fending to enquire after us, we waited on 
the MusTAPHA, who commanded the city in the governor’s abfence. We in- 
formed him that we were ENGLISHMEN, come with a {mall cargo of ENGLISH 
cloth, to fee how it would fell-in exnrLan, and to buy raw filk; that if, upon 
the experiment, we fhould find it anfwer, our defign was to engage largely in the 
trade, and eftablith a factory in Guinan ; that as one of us was a feaman®%. as 
well as merchant, it was proper to take a furvey of the caspian, that we might 
know if it was navigable, and how far we might venture our goods on it; alfo 
to enquire if the veffels that now traverfed the caspran were to be trulted 

or whether we fhould be obliged to have veflels of our own. 


“« To which the Mustapua "replied, that the sam was a great encourager of 
trade, and, without doubt, would favour our defign; that we might depend on 
indulgence and protection in all things we could reafonably defire; and that he 
would immediately make a report of us to the vizrr *, who was in the country. 
Phe favourable manner, in which our project was received, gave us great plea- 
fure ; however, we thought it neceffary to pay our refpects to the viziaz himielt, 
as foon as pofiible. 


“ June the 27th, having provided ourfelves with horfes, we fet out for Lant- 
JAN, a city about fifty werits to the eaftward of rEsHp, where the vizir hada 
country feat, the heats being much more moderate there than at RESHD. It was 
late in the evening when we arrived ; but our guide and interpreter, who was a 
PERSIAN that fpoke russ, carried us directly to the caLEnTAR', whofe eldeft 
fon received us very civilly. When the caLentar came home, he repeated 
the compliments which his fon had made us, ordered fupper, and appointed us 
an apartment in his houfe. After fupper we retired, and were followed by the 
CALENTAR’S fon, who brought two of his countrymen with him. Finding that 
they drank ftrong liquors, and had excellent lemon juice, we treated them with 
punch till our brandy was expended. We were furprized to find admirers of 
{pirituous liquors among the natives of pERsra. 


“* Jone the 28th, about fun-rife, we waited on the vizrr, having previoufly 
fent our prefent ; no perfon in that cauntry appears before a great man, for the 
firft time, without a gift of fome kind or other... He received us in a very 
obliging manner, bidding us welcome; and. immediately chairs were brought 
us to fit down, though thefe machines are not in ufe among the pERsians. We 
informed him who we were, and on what account we came jnto PERSIA, and 
begged the favour of his protection. He anfwered, that as we were ftrangers, 

oe te fey 


* Here Mr. e.row firft made a difcovery of what he ought in all prudence to have concealed. 
F Signifies a writer; therc,are of different orders. - 

* Vizir is the next officer to the governor, _ 

+ Town clerk. 
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© We then returned to. the CALENTAR’S-houfe, with whom. wen 
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JOHN ELTON TRAVELS INTO THE — Part't 


fo he reckoned us his guefts; and therefore had we not come about any particu- 
iar bufinefs, it was his duty ta do all in his power to ferve us: that as to our de- 
fign, he would talk to us about it, when. he came to RESHD, and Make a report 
to the sHau, who he was affured would not fail to fhew us favour. He enter- 
tained us with coffee, tea, and fweet-meats, but excufed himfelf that he could 
not afk us to dine with him that day, becaufe he was to go immediately to RESHD y 
however he defired that we would reft ourfelves with the caLenTaR, who would 
be very glad of our company. The howe of the vizar ftood at the weft end 
of a large oblong court, of green turf, enclofed with a wall, a. quarter of a 
mile in circumference. «The eaft end of the houfe was a large covered gallery, 
in which is a fountain, and:from, whence.we had the command of a country that 
afforded an excellent landfkip,: thé -profpect, to the caftward and the adjacent 
lands, being interfperfed with mountains, ’, weods;:-aad:, wales, fo that nothing 
could be more delightful. At the farther, end of: the geHery fat the vizir, on 





" 
. ivas 


each fide of him feveral peRstans of diftin€tion, who, fmoaking their callean, 


_obferved a profound filence, . The vizir had the command of a thousand men: 


in the abfence of the gavernor he has a-guard of-one hundred men, whom he or- 
dered to be drawn. up under the. gallery,..4q: two dines: facing each other, intend- 
ing it as a compliment to,us. : | - 





reg: pOW become 
in fome meafure acquainted ; and retired to our apartments wheti-we"pleafed. 
Curiofity to fee us encreafed the number of his guefts: among feveral perfons 
of note there came three altrologers, who were drefled in white, with large tur- 
bants of the fame colour. The PErs1ans to. this day. are. great lovers of aftro- 
logy, and pay a profound refpect to the. profeffors. of it; relying mach on their 
predictions ; we fhewed them a particular regard, and the more as we apprehended 





they were fent by the vizir, on purpofe to give their opinion ofws, Cur Inter- 


preter, without our knowledge, informed them that joun-Ex@@N ° was a pro- 
ficient in aftronomy, which induced one.of them to fend us, by. way of prefent, 
a PERSIAN kalender. very fairly swritten.. The vizix. having ordered his fervants 
to kill-a deer, of which-there are great-plenty: in the neighbouring moun- 
tains, at noon they returned with a tat-byek, on part-of which-we fupped that 
nignt, - 


‘© Next morning we took leave of the cALENTAR, and returned to RESHD, not 
without being much incommoded by the heat, otherwife this. would have been a 
very pleafant journey. One every fide. we faw groves of all kinds of fruit-trees, 
and gardens abounding with wafer-melons, which were now in feafon. The 
number of fmall trenches, that convey-‘running water to the rice fields, yield - 
a very refrefhing fight in thofe extreme heats, and frequently allayed our 

thirft. | ) 


‘© Tury the 1{t, we waited on the vizrr, and repeated to him the defign of our 
coming into pers1a, upon which we had a long difcourfe with him; the refult 
 & was 


© It tnuf be obferved, that this journal, thoueh more immediately given by ). ELTON, is wrote in the 


plaral, a6 from him, aad his companion cr mug. 
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“* was, that with regard to the goods we now brought with us, the syan’s merclrant 
‘< would buy them, and give as much as any other perfon: and if we pleafed, we 
‘< might go to the sHan’s fon at MEScHED, and negociate our own affairs, We 
** had already intimated that fo long a journey did not fuit with our prefent firua- 
“tion: he then hinted to us, ‘that if we would draw up a petition, explaining 
«¢ what kind of privileges we defired, he would dire@tly forward it to the sHan’s 
“fon, who, he aflured us, would not hefitate to grant a decree in our favour. 
“* Having fo fair an opportunity, and finding the persian ‘trade would anfwer, 
we immediately embraced the vizrr’s offer, and returned him our thanks, telling 
him that we would draw-up a petition as foon as poffible, and lay it before him 
“* for his approbation, — | 
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‘© AFTER taking our leave of the vizir, we went to the san’s merchant, with 
** whom we difcourfed for a long time. He enquired particularly about the na. 
ture of our trade ; whether the company -of encxisi ‘merchants, who traded at 
“* St. PETERSBURG, was the fame that traded to rsranan, by way of EAsT INDIA. 
‘“ We aniwered all his queftions to fatisfaétion, and informed him of what had 
<¢ -paffed in our converfation with the vizrr, and our intention of fending a peti- 
“* tion to the sHaun’s fon at MEscHen, to defire ‘his protection, and a free trade into 
‘* his dominions. At this he expreffed great fatistaction, and obferved, that as our 
“* petition related to trade, it would be referred to his matter, the sHan’s principal 
‘~ merchant, who ts his‘treafurer and a great favourite, to whom he would write 
£68 particularly concerning us.; at the fame time he affured us of his readinef{s to do 
“ all the good offices in his power. We thanked him, and added, that as we in- 
** tended to return very foon to asTRACHAN, it would be of fingular advantage to 
** us to have our bufinefs {peedily difpatched. 


ra] 
”“ 


“THe next day we drew up a petition in-rncxisu, of which we procured a 
* tranflation into the PeRstaw language, the following contains the feveral articles. 


To RIZA KOULI MYRZA, regent of PERSIA, 


Tue petition of J. ELTON and M. Grae, in behalf of the nritise company of 


merchants. 
LL * LAT the srirtse company may navigate the caspran, and at all 
«< times, without reftraint, fail with merchandize to and-from any of the 


** SHAH ports on that fea. 


\ dominions in PERSIA, INDIA, or BOKHARA, paying fuch duty only on importa- 

‘tion as the fubjeéts of persra tilually pay; and inveft the produce in raw filk, 
“ or any other commodity of the sHan’s dominions, paying fuch duties on expor- 
‘“ tation, as the fubjects of prrsra pay. | 


i H. “ THat they may at all times import merchandize into any part of the sHan’s 


dr. * Tuar they may have liberty to hire or buy houfes or warehoufes in any 

| . * - * . wat : 
“ part of the sHan’s dominions, and there Gilpofe of their goods to the beft ad- 
Vou. I, " DP vantage, 


ro JOHN ELTON TRAVELS INTO THE Part B 


‘¢ vantage, without being liable to any other duty than what was firft paid or. 
“* importation. : 


IV. “© Tuar the company may have all poffible protectien for their perfons and 
* effects, in every part of the sHan’s.dominions, and leave to depart thence-freely 
« at all times, as their occafions fhall require. 


V. “ Tuat the company will be ready at all times to contract with the sHan’s. 
merchants for any quantity of cloth for cloathing the persian army, or any. 
“ other ufe, the sHan’s merchants agreeing for the price, and delivering patterns 
‘¢ tor fuch cloths. “Fhat when the faid. cloth fhall be imported. according. te-con- 
“ traét, if the sHaH’s merchants find any-of them inferior to the pattern, they may 
‘ reject them ; but for what they fhall receive; they are to pay the company ready 
<¢ money. ‘That whatever cloths are refuled, the company may. fell them in any 
‘¢ part of the sHAH’s dominions, on the beil terms. they can. 


Pt 
a] 


‘ Tur company will be at all times ready: to contract with the sHan’s.merchants. 
“ for any quantity of any other fort of goods; and they deftre that no delays may 
‘< be made on the part of the sHan’s merchants, in receiving goods for which they 
«© have contracted. rn 


VI. “ Taar if they fhall contraé&t with private psRs1aN merchants.for any. cer- 
é¢ tain quantity of goods, and a difpute fhall arife about the delivery or payment of 
* the fame, the governor of thar province fhall decide the difference; but if the 
*© company fhall not chufe to abide by the decifion of the governor, that then. they. 
‘© may have leave directly to appeal to the san himielf. mo 


VIL “ Tar if any of their fhips fhall arrive at any other of the.suan’s ports 
‘6 befides REsHD, and they fhall not be furnifhed with persian maney enough to 
s difcharge the duty of furch goods as they import, then the receiver of the cuftoms 
© of fuch port fhall take a. bill of exchange-on the company’s.houfe at resHD, for 
«© the amount of fuch duty. = oo | | 


VILE. “ TFuat when the company fhall, have paid duty on goods: tmported, the 
“ {aid goods thall not be liable to any farther duty on any pretence whatioever, al- 
—~* though fuch goods.are carried from the place where they are landed, to any other 
“ part of the sHat’s dominions, . 


IX. * Taat goods imported bythe company, not forthe sHan’s ufe, but de- 
‘© fioned to be fold in the inland parts of his dominions, may not be liable to be 
“ wholly unpacked by the cuftonhoufe officers, but only fofar opened as may fa- 
** tisfy them there is no fraud defigned,. and that the contents of the bales are really 
™ fuch as they are reported to be. | 


X. « Tuar they may have a broker appointed’ to attend thems, who; if required, 

“ may be a witnefs betwixt them and any perfon. they may contract with, or fell 
** soods to ;. alfo for any other fuch ule. 
. 4. “Wr 


Shap. V, NORTHERN PROVINCES OF PERSIA, _  Yg 
| “* We humbly beg that this our bufinefs may be fpeedily difpatched, 
‘* that we may return with our report; and if, through the fhore 
‘< time we have had to draw up this petition, we have forgotten any 
" material articles, we humbly defire we may obtain them next 

“* year, : 7 : 


"Signed and fealed j J #70¥. 


M. GRZEME, 


“* WueEn this petition was tranflated, we prefented it to the -vizre and alfo to the 
““ meréhant, who approved of it; we informed them at the fame time that we had 
“* nothing but a gold-repeating watch of curious workmanfhip, worthy of the re- 
“* gent’s acceptance. They both thought it proper to fend the watch as a prefent 
“* with the petition. Having prepared fair copies in our own and the pzr$1an lan- 
‘* guage, we delivered them to the merchant, together with the repeating watch, 
“* and a plain gold one for the regent’s treafurer.. On’ the 4th of july they were all 
** fent forward to MESCHED.. | : 


‘* Int few goods we had brought with us, we fold to the regent’s merchant, 
who bargained with us very fairly, and gave us as good a price as we could have 
obtained of any of the private merchants who valued them. 


if 


“~ 


a, 


” 


“* THE regent, after the example of his father, had entered “into very oppreffive 
meafures, by buying up all ruropgan goods, as well as raw filk, making him- 
felf the only merchant in pzrsta. Complaints being made to him of the perni- 
cious confequences of this policy By the cALENTAR of RESHD, who was deputed 
by the people of that city, he ordered him to be ftrangled, under pretence that 
by. fuch reprefentations his-authority was contemned. This project wounded the 
PERSIAN merchants in a moft fenfible manner, and could not therefore, in the 
opinion of the wifeft heads, “be of any long duration. 
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*¢ A montH and feven days being expired fince we forwarded our petition, and 
the feafon drawing near for the departure of the laft fhips from PERSIA to ASTRA- 
““ CHAN, we began to be impatient for an anfwer. We reprefented to the v1ziR 
** the neceffity we were under of returning to Russia in the autumn, otherwife we 
muft lofe a whole year. The vizier replied, that one of us at leaft ought to ftay 
“* to do honour to the regent’s decree; and dropt feveral expreffions, intimating the 
* danger himfelf fhould be expofed to, if he permitted us to depart. He defired 
that Mr. exTon fhould remain, and that he would fend Mr. cr ame pot by land 
to the russtaw frontiers, and provide him a fafe convoy at the sHan’s expence, 
Wroillt this matter, fo interefting to us, was in agitation, the xsth of auguft a 
courier arrived with a decree, which we received with much fatisfaction, We 
prefented this meflenger with a complete peRstan habit, which, according to 
the cuftom of the country, he wore in honour of us; in return, he infifted on 
“* our fervants acceptance of three gold ducats. The decree was conceived in the 
* following terms. 
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~The decree of RIZA. KOULI MYRZA. 


“é UR high commandment: confifts. in this, that we have condefcended to 
“ erant the petitioners the contents of their humble petition; and be it 
“© xNown toa the molt excellent Begler Begs, moft honourable governors and. 
© commiffioners of our empire of rraw, which refembles paradife; the country 
“ of patku, and its dependencies. } 


‘¢ Wereas fome honourable ENGLISH. merchants have arrived. here from. the 
‘¢ empire of nuss1a, we haye given.them: liberty, and. hereby allow them, to land. 
“ their goods, with all freedom, if. any of our ports of the caspian, and from 
‘< thence to carry them to any market of dUr.empite, particularly to our provinces 
Of KHORASAN, HERAT, FARS, VAUSIER, RODSHAUN)-VEZID, KHARMAN, BALKH; 
. ANHIHOBAD, STRABRAN, and ta the banks of the river AMV, to the.confines of 
(¢ BADDUKSHAN, CABUL, COSBIN, PSTAGNE, to the empire of iWpz4, and to the 
‘ banks of the river arToK : and that they be permitted and indulged to puriue 
their journies with. they merchandize,. without. the deaft interruption or diftur- 


‘“ bance, we have ordered all the iubjects of our emipire to give them all reafon- 
** able affiftance. 


_  Wuew they fhall have determined at.any port ot place: to open. their. goods, 
** and expofe them to fale, they may at all times do fo without interruption ; and 
‘¢ what remains unfold, they are left at their liberty to tranfport. them where they 
‘¢ pleafe, in veffels or on loads. Upon fuch .yeffels or carriages on which their 
‘© coods fhall be loaded, the cuftomary duty only fhalk be taken, and by no. means 

any morc fhall be exacted from tHem.” : 


~*~ 
mm 


a 


ct Tr thefe enoiisH merchants defire to Buy. up and export any of the commodi- 
ties of the empire, in that they fhall meet with no hindrance, but fhall find the 
fame indulgence as any other merchants whatfoever. When their veffels or mer- 
chandize fhall happen to arrive at any port or plate where there fhall be no En- 
cLisn conful, or ENcLIsH houfe, or though-there fhall be an enGuisH houfe, yet 
‘ if they have no incknation to land their goods, no force ffali be ufed to oblige 
‘: them to land them, nor fhall they, under any preténte; be detained, after pay- 
ine the ufual duty, and taking a receipt or difcharge for the fame. 
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« Tr it fhould happen, that they have no ‘money ready to pay the duty on goods 
they fhall import into any other port or place befides RESHD, then they may give 
an affignment on their houfe at REsHp. -_ —_ 


+ 


t 


. 


Le] 


“¢ Tr they fhall have occafion to hire, or buy vefiels, for carrying off, or bringing 
on fhore their goods, the commanders of our ports are hereby commanded 'to give 
them all reafonable afftftance therein, =~ | | 
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© Tr thefe merchants defire to-fell their goods out of their own quarters, houfes, 
or warehoufes, we give them full power. fo to do ; and let none have the affurance: 
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to interrupt them, under pretence that the goods have not been regularly viewed 
by the cuftom-houfe, officers; but at the fame time we expect they will not offer | 
goods to fale, that have not been regularly reported at the cuftom-houle, to the 
injury of our revenues. | 
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« Tr the ENGLISH merchants defire to hire, buy, or build houfes at resup, or in 
any. other port or place, in that we order them to «have all reafonable affiftance.. 
The inhabitants of fuch places fhall.not be conftrained to part with their houfes,. 
acainft their inclination ; .yet they fhall treat the ENGrisH with all imaginable ci- 


vility and refpeck. - 
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‘© Tr any of the goods they fhall import, be thought proper by our commiffaries 
for ourfelf, fuch may be taken by them for our ufe, at the fame price as they 
« would be fold to other people, our commiffaries payitg ready money, and they 
fhall not be obliged to part with, or deliver goods, without ready money; and 
“ in fuch payments let none dare to give them the leaft-trouble,. under pain of ous 
higheft difpleafure..:. Whatfeever, goods. they. fhall bring, that fhall not be 
thought proper for our ufe, they have liberty to fell them to whom they pleafe,, 
without hindrance or. delay. : 
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« Thefe rnciisH. merchants have aldo. leave to.fhip off their goods, and carry. 
<* them to what place they fhall think moft convenient 3 and if any differences hap- 
% pen.in trade, and they fhall come to hearing or trial, the commiffaries of the. 
place are ordered to give immediate fentence without partiality. 


_ « Tnewhatfoever port the ENGLISH merchants. fhall pay duty, there they are to 
‘¢ have a written difcharge, in which fhall be fet forth, for what goods they have. 
‘¢ paid duty, and the amount thereof, that they may not be liable to pay duty for 

‘* them again, in any other part or. place.. 7 | ; 


“ THe cuftom-houfe officers are.not to break-open and unpack their bales, but. 
«© to take the merchant’s word for the contents of them, that they may fuftain no 
‘- damage.. | a a 


‘© [y whatever province the zneL~isH.merchants ffall arrive, our molt excellent 
« Begler Begs, and other our honourable commanders, are hereby ordered to fhew 
“ them.all imaginable refpect, nor to allow or fuffer any perfon whatfoever, to af- 
‘«« front or moleft.them.. And feeing-the petitioners. are only acquainted with the 
‘© EUROPLAN language, and cannot confer with. our fubjects without. an. interpreter, 
* it is neceffary that their brokers fhould be. men. acquainted with both languages. 
‘ If they defire fuch. interpreters, though they are chriftians,, they have leave to 
* make ufe of them without reftraint.. — 


* 


‘© Tug petitioners are. received. under. our moff gracious protection.. the watch — 
“ which they fent was received ; and as a mark of our favour, by the bearer here-. 


of we prefent them with fifty rubles: and we hereby command our moit high. 
- “ trufty, 


~ JOHN ELTON RETURNS Part 1. 


“ trufty treafurers and regifters of our empire, tor iter this our high decree, and 
‘* put it in execution, under pain of our higheft difpleafure, 


“ WRITTEN at MESCHED in the Shumafnel Saneuf 1152 years *. 
( ) Tue place of the feal of 


Riza Kounr Myrza. 





CH A P VL 


Mr. ELTON returns to St. PETERSBURG. His farther proceedings in eftablifbing the: 
CASPIAN trade, till the delivery of his memorial to the honourable Mr. sien. 


N the preceding extract from Mr. riton’s journal, the.reader will, without quef- 
tion, obferve that the regent’s decree was in every refpect as full and clear as could 
poffibly be defired ; and tho’ I believe fome latitude was taken. am the tranflation 
of it, yet it was the regent’s meaning to give all poffible encouragement to the trade 
propofed. As to paying ready money for goods taken for the ule of the crowigy 
it was never praciifedin our time, it was ufually denominated ready money, but 
it generally proved a laborious tafk, and required fome time to recover it. As to 
contracting for goods on patterns previous to their arrival, it is not practifed in 
PERSIA. 


Tue fifty crowns fent by the regent as a prefent, has no air of grandeus, but it 
was difcovered fome time after that the execrable wretch who was entrufted with the 
gold repeating watch, had delivered only a mean one of filver. 

Mr. eLTon having received the decree, gives the following account, ** We 
“¢ prefented the decree to. the governor ; who received it ftanding, in the moft re- 
* fpecttul manner, putting it up to his forehead, with beth his hands, according 
‘* to the manner of the persrans. The whole company rofe up at the fame time, 
‘* and when the governor had again taken his feat, he read the decree, and gave it 
‘to the vizir for his perufal. He defired likewife that he might have a copy 
‘* thereof, in order to communicate the fame to all whom it concerned, and enter it 
‘* on the public regifter’ At the fame time he infifted that Mr. ELron fhould re- 
“main in GHILAN, from a prefumption that the regent would make: very par- 
ticular enquiries concerning us, Mr, erron reprefented that his ftaying there 
‘ would fruftrate the ends of the decree which the regent had given him; becaufe 
‘* his employment required him to repair forthwith to St. PETERSBURG, in order to 
“ fettle matters with his conftituents.” 


a6 


ACCORDINGLY 


; Augut 1739. 
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ACCORDINGLY ELTON left Mr. craMeE, and departed the 22d of Aueuft.for 
Russia; after meeting with tedious delays, and jome unkind ulage during his qua- 
rentine at the mouth of the VOLGA, he arrived at St. perersspurc about the end 
of January 1740. The fucceis he had in persra procured him a kind reception 
from the ENGLisH factors, who after confulting their principals in zonpown, defired 
he would prefent a memorial to his majefty’s minifter at the court of RUSSIA, the 
fubftance of which will appear from-the following extracts. : 
Extracts of a memorial delivered by }. eLTon, to the honourable Mr. r. FincH, his. 
majefty’s minifter at St. perERsBuRG. Dated in St. PETERSBURG, July 1740, 


“ T HE northern provinces of persia produce the greateft quantity, and the 

beil fort of raw filk; and from thence.the fouthern provinces, and the filk 
“ manufactories at MESCHED, as well. as thofe in TURKEY, are fupplied. The 
“* provinces moft abounding in filk are GHitan; the principal city in which is 
RESHD ; SHIRVAN, thecapital of which is SHAMAKIE; ARAN‘, of which the — 
“* chief city.is Gawya: the two former of thefe provinces.are on. the fouth-wett 
“* shores of the caspian fea, and the latter is adjacent. 


ton 
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‘© SINCE NADIR SHAR’s acceffion to the throne of persra, he has made MESCHEDy 
the capital of KHoRAsaN, his favourite city, and confequently the feat of the 
PERSIAN empire: fo that by the extrdordinary privileges with which he has en- 
“ dowed that capital, and by other meafures that he hath taken to agorandize: it, 
“* he has in fome meafure drained tszanan of its inhabitants. 


| ad 


. 


_ 


“ Riza KowLr MyRza, regent of persia, and eldeft fon to NADIR. Sera, hath 
“ eftablifhed his refidence at mescueEp for fome years pait, during his father’s ab- 
‘** fence in inDIA 3; in which time he hath taken the city of BaLKH, and cleared the 
“< frontiers. OR asaN from the ruRKUMANS and oUSREG TARTARS, who ufed. 
“ frequently to infeft them. Tis prefumed likewife that the city of BOKH AR «A has. 
* by this time fubmitted to the peRsrans. 


ta 


“* Pue feat of the persia empire. being thus remeved {0 near to. the CASPIAN, 
“< fer MESCHED js but an eafy Journey frem the port of ASTRABAD, “is, without 
‘* doubt, a very lucky circumftance tor. our merchants, who by that means are en- 
** abled te fupply it with suROPEAN commodities, particularly with woollen goods, 
which is an article ef very great confequence ; .as all the rersians, from the 
higheft to the loweft, efteem and prefer Woollen cloths. to their own cheaper: 
“ filken manufactures, infomuch that they never. wear hofe of any fort but fuch as. 


- 
- 


ha 


“* ase made of weollen cloth *, 


‘* To fupply the eapital city of persta, and the adjacent provinces, wich. wool- 
** Jen goods and other EUROPEAN commodities, is not the only motive that thould. 
** determine. 

' ARAN is generally wrote RRIVAN, 7 


* When they wear hofe they are made loofe in the manner of beots:: the” they do rot afe them in H- 
diag: but wove focks is the common cloathing of their feet. | 
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“ “determinethe BairisH merchants to eftablifh’their principal mart at Mescrrp. 
s The confideration of the advantageous fituation of that city, ought to carry ther 
‘ wiews much farther; for it.Jies moft commosioufly to anfwer the demands of the 
“¢ neighbouring parts of TARTAR Y. For: whoever confiders:the great extent‘of both 
the BoKHARA’s, the kingdoms of rancur and THIBET, together with the vatt 
46 tracts of land that border.upon them, muft atthe fame time fee that they con- 
tain many great and populous cities ; even their uncultivated Jands are mbhabited 
« by millions of people, who are fond of EUROPEAN commodities: from whence 
« we muft conclude, that-a very advantageous trade.might be.carried on with them 
‘© through mescueD. «Caravans come to this place ftom all the cities inthe great 
‘¢ and little BOKHARA, and from feveral of the ealtern cities of persta, alfo trom 
“ GapuL, KANDAHAR, and the northern’ frontiers of 1nDIa. And without a 
* queftion, when thofe cities .are certain ‘of finding at meScuxp plenty of all the 
6 forts of ruRopEAN goods-that they want, and-at the fame time an increafed de- 
“© mand for their own commodities, their caravans muft quickly become more rich, 
‘ and numerous; by which means alone the Bririsu merchants, ‘without Carrying 
. their goods farther than MESCHED, .will-be able to pufh their commerce to the 
“ utmoft limits of the extenfive countries abovementioned. - 


—& Tar the pritisi merchants may command this «wok#ara trade, whenever 
they pleafe, is obvious to a depree that-cannot be @aid “to. require any proof. 
“© They have nothing to do-but to fend their goods from St. PETERSBURG, and 
“© from thence, partly by jand, and partly by water, to asTRACHAN, where they 
‘© may embark them to crofs the: CASPIAN fea, to the. port of asTRABAD, in the 
“ {outh eaft bettom of the caspfan, and from thence there is but a little way by 
-¢ Jand te MEScHED. . This will. be fafer, more eafy, and almoft ‘as expeditious as 
fending goods from LONDON to St. PETERSBURG, becaufe the CASPEAN is a much 
‘* fafer navigation than the BALTIc. But the fuccefs of all depends igtirely-on the 
& sriTvisa merchants*having their own veflels to navigate the voLca and the cas- 
“© prawn, for reafons which would be improper to mention here. | 


THE BRITISH merchants cannot- have any formidable rivals to contend with, 
“or to apprehend in this trade , for. the eaftern. provinces of-persia, both the 
‘ poKHARA’S, and the adjacent countries, can: be no-otherwife fupplied with su- 
& ROPEAN commodities; than through-the russtan empire, and by the method 
‘¢ beforementioncd of reforting to the city Of MESCHED. » a | 


© On the ftriteft enquiry I could make.in-cuitan, I could not find that any 
6 gnNcLisn woellen goods, either by way of EAST INDIA, OF TURKEY, €ver reached 
6 to this old mart, and new capital of peRStTA. The woollén «goods: whielt the 
“ ARMENIANS import intO GHILAN, either by the way of TURKEY, or the empire of 
spussta, are all puTcn cloths, and but few of thefe are fent to mEscHep; fo that 
« the trade from Lonpown crofs the Casprawn to his citys might, in the courfe of a 
“<6 few year's, be made as confiderable in regard to the confumption of our woollen 
“ marufaétures, as any one branch of commerce we have at prefent. It is alig to 
«she fcarcely. deubted, ‘that the pRitisH merchants, if they refolve in. earneft to 
| ‘Swill find their account in-it;.much more thag m 


‘* enter on the trade to BOKHARA,; 
| that 


| ie 
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** that which they now carry on from Lonpon to the empire of russta. Indeed 
** this may be eafily proved: for at MESCHED and the BokHAR«’s their woollen 
“* goods would yield a much better price, and much greater profit would arife from 
their returns. In this trade they would fell all their goods for ready money , 
“* whereas in Russia the BRITISH merchants are obliged to give long credit, which 
** not only confumes a part of their profit, but fubjets them annually to contra@ 
** bad debts, for large fums. 0 . | 7 


4 


_ 


“ WirH regard to the' trade to the BOKHARA’S, itis a moft favourable circum. 
ance that MEseuxD ftaitds fo very commodioufly with refpect to the proviaces of 
“S GHILAN and SHIRVAN, from whence the returns for goods fold at mescuep may 
“* be made in raw fill, to the amount of almoft any fum: Nor can it be doubted, 
** but that when our merchants come to be acquainted with the noxHaARa’s, andthe 
cities to the eattward, they will find other valuable caminodities there, firch as 
“* gold, precious ftones, bezoar, mufk, &c. in which they may invett their returns, 
“* in cafe the produce of the northern provinces of persra fhould prove infuficienr 
Hence it will follow, that after they have eftablifhed them{elves at MESCHED, they 
will obtain the Cloathing of the whole perstan army, by contracting with the 
‘“ SHAH’S principal merchant, and fupply all thofe- vait and populous countries 
** ‘abovementioned with woollen goods ; and this becaufe no nation, but the people 
“* of GREAT BRITAIN, can fupply them with woollens in fuch plenty, or at {fo eafy 
** a rate, and at the fame time afford to give fo good a price for their raw filk, and 
** other commodities with which that country abounds. AH this the PERSIANS, as 
well as the ARMENIANS, are apprized of; and ’tis this which fo much engaces 
“* the attention ofthe one, and alarms the fears of the other. This confideration 
“* alfo no doubt prevailed on the regent fo eafily to erant us the privileges [ obtained, 
in favor of the BraTisH merchants lat year, which he confirmed by his decree. 
** Soon after J left GaiLaw, the ar MENIAN patriarch. ftrongly foliciced the regent 
** in behalf of his people, to reverfe that. decree; but his folicitation had a contrary 
effect, for the regent confirmed it, and fent orders the fecond time to the gover- 
“ nor of Resup to fhew the ftri@ett regard to it in all points. 
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‘Tue BRitisH merthants can never be fupplanted in this trade, fo jong as they 
fecure a pafiage for their goods through the empire of RUSSIA, and afreedem of 
navigation on the caspran, both which. it will be the intere(t of the fovereign 
*‘ of RUSSIA, to grant to the lubjects of GREAT BRI AIN, - 
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** Jt may therefore be humbly prefumed, thar it will -be thought reafonable by 
the lepiflature of crear BRITAIN, tO give -all. neceflary powers to us. For it 
feéms impoffible to fttrike otit any new ‘branch of trade to any part of the 
world, capable of vying with this, in the advantages which it promifes. Both. 
the filk-and woollen manufaétures would certainly reap great benefit from ir ; 
and very profitable returns might alfo be made in gold, jewels, cotton, fine wool, 


and other valuable commodities, 
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“ Furtuer, the privisn RAST INDIA company have for above five years paft 
'“* abandoned isranan, to which city, in all that {pace of time, they have not fenc 
Vou. J, E | | “* one 
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one bale of woollen goods ; and as we are informed, they have -no thoughts of 
fending any more for the future. The purcs likewife, who {till remain at 13- 
FAHAN, fend but a very ‘nconfiderable quantity of goods to that city; for the 
trade which it formerly enjoyed, is cranfplanted to, and centers in MESCHED, 
which is at too great a diftance from the PERSIAN gulf, or eaftern ocean, for 
either the BRITISH OF DUTCH EAST INDIA company to fend goods thither round 
the CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


«“ [pr is alfo more than probable, that when the BRITISH merchants fhall have 
eftablifhed thermfelves in the MESCHED and BOKHARA trade, it will in a few years 
hecome a more beneficial article tO GREAT BRITAIN than the TURKEY trade ever 
was. inthis, a greater quantity of woollen goods may be vended at a better 
price, and to countries to which the BRITISH commerce hath neyer yet reached, 
nor ever can be extended by any other channel than that now prop®6led : befides, 
the very fame commodities which the TURKEY Company ROW Import into GREAT 
BRITAIN, not to mention any new articles, may be brought from MESCHED a 


great deal cheaper, and.with much greater advantage to the nation. 


<I particular, the commodioutnels of the roads between MESCHED, GHILAYs 
and the northern provinces of PERSIA, will enable the RU%Ssra company to 1m- 
port raw filk much cheaper than the TURKEY merchants. Fey can buy it up 
‘at the firft hand in the very provinces where it is produced, whilft the TURKEY 
merchants muft buy the fame at fecond hand from the TURKS and ARMENIANS, 
who bring it to ALEPPOs CONSTANTINOPLE, and SMYRNA, where they fell it at 
a great advance. ‘And it muft be obferved, that the eaftern provinces of PER- 
sia produce but 4 very ‘nconfiderable quantity of this commodity. Befides, the 
sHAH’s principal merchant ‘1 ResHD refufed to fupply the TURKS and ARME- 
NIANS, who came lait year to buy up filk in GHILAN, with any quantity, unlefs 
they paid twenty per cent. above the price he then fold it at to thofe who ex- 
port it for RUSSTA ; and he had pofitive orders to fell no Glk for exportation to 


TURKEY, if he could find any other market for it. ( 


‘6 Tue PERSIANS, who have a fettied averfion for the TURKS, are well informed 
of the advantage which the TURKISH empire dertves from its being the principal 
avarket for PERSIAN filk; and have therefore been endeavouring to prevent iC 
for more than an hundred years paft. They are likewife well apprifed, that 
the only way to fucceed in this defign, is to encourage the BRITISH merchants 
to come and fettle in GHILAN ; by which means they hope in time to divert the 
channel of trade for GHILAN filk, which now runs through the TURKISH do- 
minions, and turn its current through the empire of Russia. Could this be 
once effected, it would not only be of fingular advantage both to the empires 
of RUSSIA afd PERSIA, with regard to their trade, but it could not fail of con- 
fiderably diftreffing the TURK, who is the common enemy of both thefe em- 
pires. If the TURKS and TURKISH ARMENIANS are denied the exportation of 
GHILAN filk for TURKEY, OF obliged to purchafe it on fuch unequal terms, we 
mut expect, either that the TURKEY company will no longer import any PER= 
stan filk at all, or that they will sot be able to fell what they import, bur 
at a very extravagant price. This is a circumftance which deferves attention, 

3 * fhould 
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** fhould the russta merchants be oppoted in the importation of PERSIAN [ilk into. 
» GREAT BRITAIN, either by the ruRKEY company or any other. 


“< As the sritssa merchants can at prefent have no better information, I fhall 
‘** venture to hint briefly at the method they ought to take to eftablih themfelves 
‘in this valuable trade to the noxRaRA’s, and ta the north eaftern provinces of 
PERSIA. 


il 
- 


‘* Ir is neceffary they fhould build at casan one or two vefitls of about one 
* hundred and eighty-tons, or fomewhat le(s, for the navigation of the casP1ANn 
‘“ fea; which veffels may be manned by half Brivis and half russtan feamen, 
‘< They muft alfo have a few large boats on the vo.ca. Theie vefels and boats 
*< will be no burden to the saitisn merchants in catrying on this trade, becaufe 
‘‘ they muft pay the fame freight for the mean Russian vefiels which crof§ the 
‘““ caspran. If in the infancy of this commerce, the BRITISH merchants fhould 
** not fend a fufficient quantity. of goods to freight fuch vefiéls, they may find em- 
‘‘ ployment. enough to maintain them, by carrying goods and paffengers on the 
‘“ CASPIAN, from one part of persia to another, — | | 


“* Tue only difficulty feems to be in procuring inberty to build fuch veftls : bug 
“* as it will be impoffible to carry on a trade to MESCHED, or even to GHILAN with- 
** out them 5 it is fubmitted, if the merchants ought not by all means, and as foon 
** as poffible, to apply for fuch liberty... a _ 


‘“* THE BRITISH merchants muft likewife eftablith a houfe at mescuep, one 
‘© branch of which fhould refide at rEsup, and the chief be invefted with the title 
‘© of conful to the king, and agent ta the company ; fuch a character given to the 
*« chief of their houfe will have great weight with the PERSIANS, and firmly efta- 
“* blifh the affairs of the new undertakers; and it is the more neceffary, as the 
** EAST INDIA company have always had their agent at ISFAHAN, and Russia at 
‘“* prefent has her .conful at resup. 


oa 


Signed JOHN ELTQN. 
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Kemarks on Mr. 2uTon’s memorial, A frort view of the trade between PERSIA 
and TURKEY. The difference between that and the new trade propofed by the 
way of RUSSIA f@ PERSIA, ) a 

FILS pompous memorial promifed a great deal teo much, confidering how 
little experience the author had of the fubject he undertook to treat of. 


Norxine is more natural than for men to be charmed with the creatures of their 
ewn brain, and to receive that as folid reafoning which flatters fome favorite paffion, 


2 Mr. 
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Mr. EE Tow having thus found his way to GHILAN, and laid the foundation of 2 
commercial intercourfe with that province, worked himfelf into the perfuafion that 
he had difcovered a quite new trade, which the aRMENIaNS either knew nothing 
of, or were incapable of conducting. This however was far from being the cate , 
for they frequehted MESCHED in the reign of sHAH ABAS, and fupplied it with 
RUROPEAN commodities. from ISFAHAN, TAURIS, and -alfo from the coaft of the 
CASPIAN. There is yet a large CARAVANSERAI built by s#an azas for the ufe af 
the ARMENIANS, who are fettled here in great numbers; and had there been any 
profpect of fuch advantages, as Mr. ELTON imagined, they would not have wanted 
abilities, or means to make ufc of them. — 


I sHaut have occafion to explain this mattet more fully hereafter, and will only 
obferve at prefent, that if Mr. zr: Ton had been acquainted with the extreme diftrels 
of PERSIA, in confequence of nADIR’s ufurpation; and with. the unhappy condt- 
tion of the countries bordering on the fouth and fouth eaft of paxsia, there could 
not have been the leaft room for fuch fanguine expectations. oe 7 


Ir is not improbable that the regent of persia confented. the more readily to 
Mr. ELTon’s propofals of bringing merchandize from ENGLAND to GHILAN, becaule 
she sman’s merchant refided ac that ume in-this province. As to MESCHED it 
farts fore conveniently between the TURKS, with whort the PeRstans are fo often 
we wai, and that part of inpsa which was lately conquered by the’p¥Rstans. But 
this was not the only reafon, for he could. not be ignorant that by encreafing the 
places of importation, and the number of importers, he fhould be enabled to buy 
she manufactures of EuROoPE fo much the cheaper. As to the trade between the 
northern provinces of PERSFA and TURKEY, Mr. evton certainly was too fan~ 
puine, . The expence of carriage through aussta was then computed to be feven- 
reen per cent. cheaper than by the rout of TURKEY; but according to the beft cal+ 
culations I could ever obtain, | found the difference to be no more than four per 
cent; and. if the freights from sMyRNA and ALEPPO, were moderate, it would come 
{till lower. As there are no caravans of merchandize fent from PERSIA tO TURKEY, 
for account of our faétors in sMyRNA and ALEPPO this computation of the carriage 
can be taken only from the aRMENIANS ; and the charge thereof muft vary accord- 
ing to the circumftances of thofe countries as to war or peace. 


Tr muft be confefied, that reafonings poft factum, argue rather our experience 
than our wifdom: and whilft we are biaffed by our intereft and the defire of gain, 
we {eldom have either leifure or inclination to examine things to the bottom. It 1s 
no wonder then that the Russ1A company, in confequence of the agreeable account 
which Mr. ELron gave, and the fanguine hopes they had entertained, fhould tall 
into fome miftakes. | | | 


Tue trade between PeRsrA and TurKzy had been for the greateft part carried 
on by the ARMENIANS, of whom, a6 far as 1 could Jearn, there are not lefs than ten 
thoufand fettled in TURKEY ; thefe are employed chiefly by the ENGLISH, FRENCH, 
and puTcu merchants refiding in CONSTANTINOPLE, SMYRNA, and ALEPPO. hey 

I ave 
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have long diftincuithed themfelves as the Imoft acute traders in all ASIA, and carry 
to market the products of the EAST, returning thofe of gurops. 


THE wars and hereditary enmity of the trurKs and PERSIANS had often obftructed 
this, commerce between pgrsia and TURKEY; and at length forced moft of the 
ARMENIAN traders into the channel of RUSSIA, Crofs the caspian fea: but fhould 
PERSIA recover herlelf again, fo as to produce any confiderable quantity of filk, it 
is more than probable that the ARMENIAN fubjects of the cranp SEIGNIOR, who 
live in and about rauris and ERZEROUM, will come in for a large fhare of that 
branch of commerce, | 


Tue ordinary rout for a caravan from RESHD to sMyRNA is to ARDEVILLE five 
days, to TauRis ten days, to ERZEROUM twelve, from thence to smyrna forty 
three, in all feventy. The rout to ALEPPO 1s from RESHD to CASBIN, HAMADAN, 
SHUSTER, BAGDAT, ALEPPO, and is upon the whole about ten days lefs than to. 
SMYRNA. There is yet a:fhorter read to ALEPPO, but it is ill fupplied with water. 
ALEPPO from smyrna is reckoned forty days; a day’s journey being computed at 
twenty five ENGLisa miles, the tra@ of feventy days already menuioned, is one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fifty miles, or two thoufand two hundred and thirty wertts - 
and from AsTRACHAN to St. PETERSBURG they reckon two thoufand two hundred: 
werits, as the annexed ‘map more particularly defcribes. The reader will pleafe to 
obferve, that this map was not fhown to the houfe of lords, as erroneoufly faid, but 
to fuch peers only who entered deepeft into the fubje&. It now ftands correéted ac. 
cording to the beft intelligence I could procure in PERsra, 


Ir muft be obferved, that the ARMENIANS are fubyect to many arbitrary impofi~ 
tions, when they travel through the GRAND SEIGNIOR’s dominions ; but they enjoy 
the indulgence of trading from One great city to another, much more than is practi- 
cable in Russta, They are alfo fabject to inconveniencies in Russa, when the go- 
vernor Of ASTRACHAN happens to be rapacious ; or the RUSSIAN Conful in Guinan 
anfolent and oppretfive ; the dire@ion of the RussrAN Navigation on the caspian: 
being in the hands of the latter. : 


Tere are many of the aRMENTANS who acknowledge fubyection to russra, and: 
are therefore entitled to fo much the. Sfeater countenance in that country; but what 
mult give the RUSSTANS a preference in the efteem of the PERSIANS, is the mu- 
tual intereft they both have in depriving the rurx of the advantages arifing from 
the PERsran commerce, which has been { confiderable as to enable him to: keep a. 
Breat nuinber of forces on foot, and has often turned the feale in his. favor. 


FROM GHILAN te ASTRACHAN, allowing for quarentain and other contingen-. 
cies, may be reckoned thirty days, from thence to zaRrtrzEEN ten, from thence. to 
MOSCO thirty five, from thence to St. PETERSBURG twenty, in ail ninety five, which 
is many days longer than the rout {0 TURKEY, upon a moderare computation, 
Moreover, according to the ufual ceurfe of the feafons, the only proper times to: 
fet out for asTRACHAN, are the months of may, june, and july, for the fummer 
Caravans ; and january for the winter. a : 
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Turs muft neceffarily create delays, and often prevent the timely ex rtation 
- from St. PETERSBURG; nor.can it be imagined but that the fhipping of the filk 
on the CASPIAN, and in the fummer time again on the votca, and again on the 
BALTIC, muft be attended with confiderable expences and inconveniencies. We 
have found the charge run to thirty four per cent. on the invoices from LONDON, 
delivered to the factory at ResHD, and on raw filk delivered in LONDON, ‘duties and 
all charges paid, about thirty {x per cent. on the invoice. 


Mr. eLToN’s propofals certainly merited great regard, and the more as they were 
calculated to obtain a confumption for our cloth, in the northern provinces of 
persia, which for fome time had hardly feen any of it. Formerly indeed our 
cloth was well known to the pgrs1ans, but of late years only a few thin GLoucEs- 
rer: cloths, imported by our factors in smMyRNA and ALEPPO, had been thence 
brought into persia by. the ARMENIANS, Our coarfe cloths alfo were formerly 
fent to ARCHANGEL, as I have already mentioned, from whence the ARMENIANS 
and RUSSIANS Carried them to ASTRACHAN, and from thence great part of them 
were tranfported into persia :, but this commerce had likewife ceafed, 

Me. ELTON was alfo entitled to a kind reception, net only from the BRiTis# 
merchants, but from the Russran court, as his project feemed equally beneficial go 
both nations. PETER THE GREAT was wont to give confiderable premiums to the 
authors of any commercial fchemes ; but that cuftom had been long neglected. 
However, as the BRITISH nation was in efteem at the court of St. PETERSBURG, 
we found no difficulty in obtaining leave to build one fhip at casan for the éas- 
PIAN navigation, But however favourable our defign might appear to the rus- 
stAN intereft, yet, it was not withour the utmoft importunity that we obtained 
permiftion to build a fecond fhip for the fame purpofe, fo early were they alarmed 
upon this account. Indeed the notton of carrying goods and paffengers from one 
part of the peRsraNn coaft to another, gave the firftt wound to our commerce. 
Thele vefiels which Mr. ELTON recommended to be of about one hundred and. 
‘eighty tons, fhould not have been above fixty or feventy tons; that we might have 
had no temptation to interfere with the RUSSIANS In this coafting trade. 


Mr. ELTON fet out upon an acquaintance with the old accounts of this trade, and 
with the treaty of commerce concluded in december 1734, between the crowns of 
GREAT BRITAIN and russia, whereby provifion was mace for carrying on a trade 
from GREAT BRITAIN, through the RUSSIAN dominions, ‘into PERSIA. He had 
now occafion to make a frefh appeal to that treaty, by producing the eighth article 
of it, which is as follows : | ; 

“¢ Tr is agreed, that.the fubjects of GREAT BRITAIN may bring into RUSSIA 
ss all forts of merchandize,.and carry them through the dominions of Russia, 
ss by the fhorteft and moft convenient way to PERSTA, paying three per cent. 
‘© ad valorem, in rix dollars, for the duty and tranfic of faid goods, and no 
“© more under any pretence whatfoever; and precife orders thall be given for 
‘¢ fettling the rate, fo that the ENGLIsH merchants may at all times have carri- 
‘* goe or tranfports ready, which fhall be furnifhed them at a reafonable price, 

| “ Like. 
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“* Likewife that they may bring all forts of goods and merchandize from PERSIA, 
“* and carry them through russra with the like freedom and conveniency, paying 
only three per cent. ad valorem, in rixdollars, after the manner which ts ufual 
in the cuftom-houfe of russia, 7 
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_ ** AND, in order to prevent all frauds on the part of the russray officers, the 
““ BRITISH merchants fhall declare the goods which they defign to: pafs ‘to, or 
“ from PERSIa, at the frft place they fhall arrive in Russia; and they fhall be 
received and admitted by their bill of loading, policy, or regifter, and-accord- 
“ing to their declared value, on which a duty of three per cent. thall be paid, 
** without opening or unpacking the goods, farther than is abfolutely neceffary to 
“* fatisfy the Russ1an officers, that the goods fpecified by the bill, policy, regifter, 
** and no other, are contained in the packs or bales, in which the goods are made 
“up. But if the officer has reafon to fufpect the goods are not declared to their 
‘* full value, within twenty per cent 5 in that cafe he may take the goods and dif- 
‘* pole of them, paying the merchants the value declared, with twenty per cent. 
‘ over, without any deduction. 


‘* WHEN the officer has made his vifit, which fhall be made without any vexa- 
tion or injury to the goods or package, he fhall fea! with leads the packs. or 
“ bales in which the goods are; he thall alfo number and mark them, and give 
‘* the merchants a certificate of their having paid the duty ; and by that certificate, 
“ the feal being marked and numbered, they fhall pafs through Russta, to, and. 
“* from PERSIA, without any let or moleftation. But in cafe the merchants do not 
** pafs all or any of the bales through russia, according to the declaration, or 
‘© break the feals, and take out any of the goods in russra ; if there be any reafon 
‘© to fufpect that the fame has been done contrary to the plain meaning and intent 
“* of this article, he fhall be fined, and pay the full declared value of fuch bale or 
"* pack that is wanting, of which the feal has been broken.” : 


Ir may appear a little ftrange that fuch careful provifion fhould have been made 
for a trade through russta into PERSIA, at the fame time that 2 commerce of this 
kind feems to be prohibited by the act of navigation; which fays, *“* That no 
"* goods or commodities of the growth, production, or manufacture of any coun- | 
““ try {hall be brought to the pairisy dominions, from any place except from thofe 
*", ports where the faid goods or commodities can only, are, or ufually have been, 
‘” Frit hipped for tranfportation, and from no other places or countries, under 
‘* the penalty and forfeiture of all fuch goods, &¢.”” from whence it was concluded, 
that without an a& of parthament, persian filk could not be introduced into exc- 
LAND, except from GamBRoon, by the EAST INDIA company, or from the ports. 
in the Levant by the TURKEY merchants. 
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Further fieps taken by Mr. nuton. Reprefentation made ta bis majefly by the comimif- 
froners of trade, it confequence of the papers tranfmitted by the honourable Mr. rincu 

to his grace the duke of NEWCASTLE. Oppoftion made by the RAST INDIA and 
TURKEY companies. Remarks on the declining fate of the latter, and feveral 
public remonftrances om this fanject. 


Orwitustanpine the difficulties mentioned, Mr. stron was not prevented 
from delivering to the honourable Mr. £, FINCH, befides the memorial al- 
ready recited, two papers containing an account of the privileges, regulations, and 
indulgencies neceflary to be obtained from the russtaw court, for the management 
of this new trade. Mr. rince accordingly tranfmitted theie papers to the duke of 
NEWCASTLE, his majefty’s fecretary of ftate, who by the order of the king laid 
them before the commiffioners of trade; and they in november of the fame year 
made the following reprefentation. = 


To the xinoc’s moft excellent majefty. 


May it pleafe your majetty, | 
¢* WN obedience to your majefty’s commands fignified to us by his grace the duke 
UL of wewcasTLz, one of your majefty’s principal fecretaries of ftate, in his 
s¢ fetter dated the 16th of feptember lait, we have taken into our confideration two 


‘* papers put into the hand of Mr. FINCH, your majefty’s minifter at St, PETERS- 
‘* purG, by captain ELTON, | 


_ « Cowrarnine a propofal for opening a trade by the sritisa merchants in 
‘¢ pussita, to thofe parts of PERSIA which are adjacent to the fourhern coatts of 
«6 the CASPIAN fea. And do find, 


“© THat captain ELTON’s papers do contain a propofal to the Russia company, 
for fupplying mescHED, the prefent capital of PERSIA, and, the countries adja- 
© cent, with all forts of woollen goods to a far greater degree, and at mucn eafier 
« yates than they are now vended there: and for invefting our returns to GREAT 
prerain in the beft raw filks, and other commiodittes: produced in thofe coun- 
‘tries, near Sfty per cent. cheaper than at prefent by the way of TURKEY. 
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‘© Tus method captain Exton propofes for carrying on this trade, is for the 
merchants to fend their goods from GREAT BRITAIN [O Of. PETERSBURG, and 
from thence, partly by land, and partly by water down the VOLGA to ASTRA~ 
cyan; there to be fhipped and carried crofs the caspPtaN fea to ASTRABAD, 0 
the fouth eat coaft of the faid fea, from whence by land carriage to MEscuei 
is not quite fourteen” days journey for a caravan. | 
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© Caprain 
= It is at leaft twenty fix days journey, as I hall have occafion to mention. 
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‘ CapTain ELTON, in fetting forth the many advantages this trade mutt necef. 
farily be attended with, obferves amongft other things, that after the russia 
merchants fhall have eftablithed themfelves at MESCHED, they will not only have 
it in their power to fupply many extenfive and populous countries with woollen 
“ goods, but may alfo in time come to clothe the whole PERSIAN army. | 
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“* Flavine on this occafion been attended by Sir youn THOMSON, governor of 
“* the RUSSIA company, and alia by -feveral of the principal merchants ‘concerned 
‘in that trade; we communicated to them Captain ELTON’s projeét, and have 
"’ received their opinion in writing on the fubject-matter thereof, wherein they 
& inf, | | 

inform us, . | 


- 


‘* Taat the great and many advantages which will accrue to this kingdom, by 
fo cheap and ealy conveyance of the manufactures thereof in this channel of 
“‘ trade, appeared to them manifeft, that they humbly-conceived this propofal 
** deferved the utmoft attention and encouragement. | 
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“ Taat a trade through russia to PERsta is certainly practicable, forafmuch 


as the fame is at prefent carried on by the ARMENIANS between HOLLAND and 
* PERSIA, through the russtan dominions. 
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“ Tuat this branch of trade, which will confit principally in the exportation 
of woollen goods and importation of raw filk, mutt be of fingular benefit to this 
kingdom ; as it will be a means of fending the manufa&ures of our own produce 
in the eafieft manner to market, and. of bringing home the firt materials of 
another great and beneficial manufactory, vattly cheaper than they can be had 
** in any other manner, ~ eS 
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“* Tuat by authentic accounts tran{mitted to them,- the charge of bringing raw 
fils from PERSIA to St. PETERSBURG, by means of the water Carriage, will be 
very inconfiderable in proportion to the land carriage from GHILAN in PERSIA, to 
‘* ALEPPO Or SMYRNA, the only ports in rurKey for exportation to ENGLAND, 
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“Tsar the fophy of PERSIA, from an inclination to diftrefs the TURKS, his 
** natural enemies, and to favor the RUSSIANS, may poffibly prohibit all trade with 
‘* TURKEY, provided he can have a luficiest.demand for his filk through-Russra ; 
in which cafe, unlefs this channel fhould be opened to us, we fhoutd be entirely 
deprived of that commodity. Oe | : 
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* Tat fince the commencement of the war with SPAIN, PERSIAN Gk js ad. 
vanced very much, and if the war continues, may {till be higher; and muf 
always, on any rupture with FRANCE or SPAIN, be expofed to the hike dificulty, . 
which can only be remedied by opening another channel, and by having the 
choice of two ways to lupply the kingdom with that commodity. 
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“© Tuat the rrencu do now chiefy fupply rurkey with woollen goods, and 
* gain upon us in that trade every day, and probably do and may, through them, 
ox. I, F G6 fupply 
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“< fupply gréat part of PERSIA; whereas by this eafy conveyance, we fhall be 
‘© enabled to underfell them, and carry our woollen manufactures into all parts of 
“© persia Cheaper than they can. 


« Trey conclude with obferving, that the only objection that occurred to them 
« aoainft opening this trade, was the prefent act of navigation, by which they 
apprehend themfelves debarred that liberty; and as the reftrictions of that act 
‘© make it neceflary for them to apply to parliament, they humbly hoped, that 
< confidering how beneficial this trade will be to the kingdom, and that they can 
have no private views, nor any ‘exclufive trade from the reft of his majefty’s fub- 
jects (any. perfon having a right to. be made free of their company for five 
pounds) they fhould meet with encouragement, in their intended application to par- 
«¢ fiament, for an exemption from that claufe in the aforefaid act of navigation, from 
‘© whence the prefent impediment ariles. _ | 
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© Wuereupon we humbly beg leave to reprefent to your majefty, that 1¢ appears 
‘tous, as well from captain ELTON’S papers, as from the reprefentation of the 
‘¢ RUSSIA company, and our difcourfe with them thereupon ;° that this fcheme, for 
<< opening a new branch of trade to Persia through russra, may be very bene- 


‘© ficial to this kingdom, and may deferve your maj fty’s-reyal protection ; but as 
‘© no fteps can be made therein till the company fhall have applied co parliament, 
‘¢ for an exemption from the above-mentioned claufe in the act of navigation, 
(whereby no goods or commodities that are of foreign srowth, production oF 
manufacture, can be brought from any place or country, but only from thofe 
‘© of the faid growth, production, or manufactory, or from thofe ports where 
‘© the faid goods and con»modities can only, or are, or ufually have been firft fhip- 
ped for tranfportation) we fhall at prefent only obferve to your majetty, that 
“when the faid application fhall be made, the advantages or inconveniencics 


that may atttend this channel of commerce, will be thoroughly weighed and 
difcuffed. | 
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Alf which is moft humbly fubmitted. 
Sign’d M. Baptn. 


| R. PLuMer. 
Whitehall, Nov. 1. Ja. BRUDENELL. 
1740. Ar. Crort. 


Captain ELToN’s propofal having thus met fo favorable a reception in ENG- 
LAND, as well as in Russa; fome members of the EAST INDIA company began 
to be alarmed, as if the fcheme was practicable, in the extent which Mr, ELTON 
apprehended, and confequently might prove an invafion of their charter. 


TE trade to EAST INDIA thro” RUSSIA and PERSIA, Was however confidered by | 
the majority of that company as a chimerical project ; and. as their trade to the 
culph of PERSIA, was known to be not only remote from the CASPIAN, but differ- 
ing alfo in kind, (for THEY could not export raw filk of GHILAN, nor the RUSSIA 
company the wooll of KHERMENIA) there fears did not run very high. But the 

TURKEY 
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TURKEY Company, was in general extremely alarmed, and pleaded againft this pro- 
pofed trade very ftrenuoully, objecting that it would be a violation not only of 
their charter, but of the aét of navigation, fo long efteemed the bulwark of the 
BRITISH commerce. And tho’ they never had any factory eftablithed in the nor- 
thern provinces of prrsra, yet the trade carried on from thence to aLeppo and 
sMykNA by the anMenrans, had in a great meajure centered in their company, by 
the purchafes which their agents were wont to make of thofe anMENIANS. They 
attempted to corroborate their atgtiments, by urging an exclufive right, as eftablith- 
ed by the fanction of that cuftom. The russza company, on the other hand, in- 
fifted that when the a& of navigation was made, it was not imagined that a fafe 
pafiage could be obtained through the russ1an dominions into PERSIA ; which was 
now found not only practicable, but for the intereft of the nation to be attempted. 
That their charter is more antient and extenfive than either that of the EAST INDIA 
Or TURKEY companies; and they fhould think it ftrange if they were excluded 
from a right of trading to the dominions of pzrsta, which are actually mentioned 
in the body of their ‘charter. The conteft however ran very high, and whilit the 
TURKEY merchants employed all their interefts to prevent a bill paffing in favor 
of the propofed trade, the russta merchants attacked the exclufive privileges of 
the TURKEY company ; urging that they were detrimental to the national intereft, 
and that our trade to Turkey had decayed very much for thefe feven years patt, 
chiefly owing to thofe privileges, together with the arbitrary and improper manner 
in which the trade itfelf was conducted. They alfo urged the declarations of ‘fe- 
veral of their own members, who in the year 1718, had complained to the houfe 
of commons, of the partial and unnational mannet in which the trade was managed. 
Pnefe complaints had been made by Sir perzR DELME, JOHN LOCK, RALPH RaD- 
CLIFFE, JAMES LOCK, EDWARD RADCLIFFE, JOHN BANGER, efquires, and Sir 
JOSEPH EYLES, who then delivered a memorial to the effec as follows, 


“ Fil complainants admit that the company have long carried on their trade 
“ tO TURKEY, fometimes by private, fometimes by general fhips ; they de- 
‘© fire only to remind the honourable committee, that by the whole tenor of the 
‘¢ old records produced by the company, it appears that they themfelves have fre- 
‘ quently thought the delay of fhipping to be of fuch dangerous confequence, 
‘* that if their fhips departed not annually, liberty was given to each and every 
““ member, to export his own goods, in fuch manner, and by fuch means, as he 
“ fhould think proper. The complainants think it unneceflary to enter into a con- 
ideration of the ftate of trade, fifty or a hundred years ago, or whether the 
DUTCH or the FRENCH had any trade in thofe days ; they defire to come to the 
prefent times, and to confider what methods the company have purfucd fince 
‘* the conclufion of the laft wars, and the alterations they have lately made ; and 
it appears that they have carried on, what is ufually called an open trade; that 
‘1s, by fuch fhips as the refpective members did appoint to export their cloth, 
and the cloth of fuch other members as might pleafe to load upon them, to 
depart at fuch feafons of the year, as were found to be moft convenient, which 
was ufually in autumn, or by chriftmas. 
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“" Accorpinexy the laft cloth thips did depart about that feafon of the year in 
1717, anc many members of the company expecting the trade would continue 
: F 2 | © to 
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ts be carrted on in the fame manner, proceeded in buying and finifhing cloth, as 
ufaal, for the year 1718. | | 


“ Bur on the 26th of March 1718, they refolved, that if any member fhould 
fend cloth to TuRKEY in any other manner, they would levy twenty per cent. 
on fuch member’s cloth in TURKEY ; adding, that they would confider of general 
fhips on the 23d of Oétober following, and not before : and in their own pream- 
ble they give this remarkable eeafon for their alteration; that it was in order to 
raife the value of. ENGLISH manufactures abroad, and filk at home; hereby evi- 
dently demonftrating their private advantage, that of the nation confiiting 
more in a large confumption, than in a Jarge price: as the one may beat our 


‘neighbours out of the trade, whilft the other muft neceflarily give them a fhare 


‘nit. Now although many members thought this a great hardfhip, yet did they 
acquiefce, in full expectation, that at the time prefcribed, they fhould be per- 
mitted to export their cloth in the company’s own way. a 


% Bur on the 6th of November, they refolved to adjourn the further confide- 
ration of fhipping for ewo ‘months ‘longer’; “and: this made that evident which 
was before fufpected, that ‘they really intended: no fupping at all: whereupon 
a reprefentation of this grievance was made to the minifiry, who became fo 






fenfible of this extraordinary way of proceeding, fo. highly interfering with the 


common good, that Mr. fecretary cRAGGS fent for the company, and defired 
them to re-confider this matter 5 which the company did in a general court, 
affembled on the 4th of December, when they refolved, that they would chule 
fhips for the immediate exportation of cloth, on the 8th of January following, 
and appointed a committee to atrend Mr. fecretary-with this refolution. Bue 
when the 8th of January came, they, by a’ majority of one vote only, inftead 
of chufing fhips, ordered only a furvey of hips, and a report to be mace, 
On the 22d of January, they refolved, that they would, in proper time, chufe 
fhips, but not to depart before the 1ft of July next: now, the rt of July was 
cenerally underito to mea: winter, and in that cafe it would have compleated 
cwo years prohibition’ of trade, ee 


“© Tus irrezular and uncertain proceeding of the company, was the caufe thet 
your complainants thought ehe interpofition of this honourable houfe of commons 
moft proper to their relief, in the exportation of that great quantity of cloth, 
which has been fo long locked up, to their own and the nation’s prejudice. 


«© Anp they humbly offer the following reafons for it. That the company’s 
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charter does not warrant them in fuch a prohibition or reftraint of trade; nor 
will WESTMINSTER-BALL warrant their levying twenty in the hundred upon their 
members eftates; befides, fuch reftraint cannot be for the common good of 
the woollen manufacturers of this kingdom, but evidently the contrary, as 


neceflarily encourages the FRENCH and purcu trade to TURKEY. 


«“ NevERTHELESS it is granted, that there was cloth remaining unfold, and par- 
ticularly at ALEPPO; but moft of it would have been long fince difpofed of, . 
ss wese | 
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“* were it not for an underftanding between the managers here and in. TURKEY, in 
** order to raife the price of cloth abroad, and that of fitk-at home. | 


“* Tuts reftraint may be alfo a great caufe why fo much wool is fent to the 
"’ FRENCH, they having a vent to TURKEY, whilft we have none; and to prevent 
“* the exportation of woollen goods to TURKEY at this critical juncture, when no 
*" more can be fent either to OLD OF NEW-SPAIN, is of the sreatelt moment ; fo 

that the complainants hope, thar: fuch. members of the company as have a right 
to trace, will meet no obftruction. a 
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“* As to the objection, that the trade has been over-driven ; will not that in the 
" nature of the thing, reduce the exportation, as far as may be neediul, without a 
“ forcible reftraint? It is {trange thar a majority of the company, fome of whom 
* are not at all concerned in the trade, and others but little, thould have more re- 
‘* gard to the welfare of the largett trading members, than they have for them- 
“telves and the nation. OO So 
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Our legiflature never thought that over-driving the trade to PORTUGAL, SPAIN, 
“ OF ITALY, was a fufficient reafon to truft thofe traders with a power of reftrain- 
** Ing it at their pleafure, : 


-_ 


“Ir muft be allowed, that the prefent fituation of affairs has made a great al- 
teration in almoft every thing; low intereft _raifes land, enlarges trade, reduces 
" prot; and therefore thefe members, contrary to the reafon of things, defire 
that cloth may be bought the Cheaper at home, and {ell the dearer abroad ; 
“ Dkewife that filk may be bought the cheaper abroad, and fell the dearer at 
“* home. oe , : 
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‘* In the mean while, the FRENCH and DUTCH are encouraged to fupply their 
“ woollen trade abroad, and their flk Manufactures at home ; and our own ma- 
“ nufacturers, both in wool and filk, are in a great meafuare deprived of their 


“ employments : the ruxxs alfo at this very time carry an a cloth manufacture of 
‘© their own, - 


‘* will be a greater encouragement towards the buying more cloth, than. the detain- 
“* ing it can be, in as much as mott of this muft be fold, before another fupply 
can follow it: but were it otherwife, it is prefumed, that thofe who have indu. 
* ftrioufly laid out their eftates. in cloth, ought not to. -be- hindered, for the fake 
‘of thofe who have neglected it; and it js prcbable, that the complainants are as 
likely to buy more cloth, as any other member whatever, 
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““ ALTHOVGH thé company have frequently practifed this way of trading by- gene- 
“ ral fhips, yet it has often occafioned mifunderftandings between the membérs them- 
‘© felves. and alf between the members and manufacturers. Two inftances may 
‘< be offered; one upon the like oceafion with this. Some members made applica- 
tion to king cuarces in council; the company wag heard, and pretended many 
*© dufficul- 
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«: Gificulties.: the king himfelf afked the queftion, whether there might be any 
« members, who notwithftanding what was alledged, were willing to trade ; and it 
c¢ was anfwered, there might. Then, faid the king, they fhall trade; and or- 
<« dered the trade to be opened. | 


“ Thr other was a complaint of the manufacturers to the houfe of commons, 
upon a delay of fhipping, when an annual export for ruRKeY, in Jummer for 
‘© aLEppo, and in winter for SMYRNA and CONSTANTINOPLE, would have proba- 
‘© bly been enatted by law, had not the company, by large promifes of doing the 
thing, prevented it. 3 | 
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“Now, whether this pretended power to ftop trade be warrantable, or 
cc whether it has been exercifed for the common good, 1s humbly 
‘ f{ubmitted to this honourable committee ? 


Lr is natural to imagine that fuch bold and explicit declarations as thele, would 
be produétive of enquiries into the ftate of the TURKEY Company 5 and if was ac- 
cordingly debated very warmly in both houfes of parliament, whether it would not 
be for the intereft of the nation to leave the ‘ommoerce {0 TURKEY free and open, as 
the PORTUGAL and SPANISH trades are. BR 


A gare conclufion could not indeed be drawn from this memorial ; for tho’ feve- 
ral errors were committed twenty three years before, it did not follow that the TuR- 
KEY company ftill purfued falfe maxims, deftructive of that trade by which fo many 
had been enriched. Upon the whole, this company had not fo great reafon to be 
alarmed at the propofal of the CASPIAN trade; for the quantity of raw filk pro- 
duced in the PERSIAN dominions, and brought into ENGLAND by way of RUSSIA, 
was, and probably would have been, very fhort of that which is imported from 
TURKEY, much the greateft part of which is of the TuRKEY growth: and though 
our woollens had found their way into the weftern parts of persia from TURKEY, 
the quantity of late years had been but fmall; the goods ufed there being moftly 
putcn, as already mentioned. | 


THe TURKEY company however was really in unhappy circumftances, as appears 
from the following memorial, given in a little before this time, complaining of the 
progrefs of the FRENCH in the LEVANT trade, 


‘«< To his grace the duke of NEWCASTLE, his majefty’s principal fecretary 
: « of ftate.” 


HE governor and company of merchants of ENGLAND trading to the 
LEVANT feas, having lately received from his majefty’s embaflador at 

“© CONSTANTINOPLE, an account of the great tacreafe the FRENCH have made in 
‘¢ their cloth trade to TURKEY, and the encouragement given to it by the public, 
with obfervations on the prejudices derived to our enGLisH cloth, and the dan- 
ger there is of lofing that branch of our trade; they think it their duty humbly 
te tO 
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to lay the fame before your grace, and to annex an account of the FRENCH -im- 
portations of cloth into Turkey ; together with a ftate of the sritisu woollen - 
manufactures in thofe parts, for fome years paft. 


“Sinn the FRENCH woollen manufachares for the LEVANT, are made in Lan- 
CUFpOC, and managed by the province, under the approbation. of the court. 
Belides particular manufactories, there are about twelve which have been built 
by the province. In each of thefe there are conveniencies for perfecting, even 
to the embaling, a thoufand cloths of about forty yards each, yearly ; and the 
province lets thefe manufaétories rent free, upon an engagement annually to. 


‘ maxe three hundred only of thefe Cloths, and allows five livres for every fuch 


cloth. 


“" We have the fame fource of materials, if the public would give any help and 
encouragement to preferve {o valuable a trade.” And the embaffador adds ; “* As 
the trade to the Levant has been a depofit of your country in your hands, you 
will not fuffer it to” perith ‘there (tho’ without any mifmanagement of yours) 
without calling for help.” He lays further, “ That in the ftation he js in, he 
thought himfelf obliged to give us this information, as well in regard to the 
trade, as to his majeity and the public. 


“‘ THE FRENCH import at CONSTANTINOPLE and ALEPPO about twelve thoufand 
cloths yearly ; and at each of thefe places there have been for feveral years patt, 
and ftill remain, large quantities of ENGLISH Cloth unfold, occafioned by fo lar 
an importation of FREewcx cloth ; particularly at aLEppo in february laft (after 
the company’s thip came away from SCANDEROON) about five thoufand enciisy 
cloths remained there unfold, at consTANTINOPE above four thoufknd cloths, 
and at sMyRwa above three thoufand cloths. —— ae 


June 28, 1739. —  Witiram Dowsrer, deputy-governor. 


Tuis was foon followed and confirmed by a fecond memorial, as follows: 


To his grace the duke of NEWCASTLE, his majetty’s principal fecretary 
| | “offtate” ~~ ©  . | | 


FIFE governor and company of merchants of ENGLAND trading to the 

LEVANT feas, had the honor to lay before your grace, on the 28th june 
1739, 4 reprefentation of the great increafe the FRENCH have made in their cloth 
trade tO TURKEY, and the encouragement given to it by the public, with obfer- 
vations on the prejudice derived to our ENGLISH cloth, and the danger there is 
of lofing that branch of trade. | : 


“« Tue faid company having lately received advice from Sir EVERARD FAWKENER, 
his mayefty’s embaflador, of advantages fince obtained by the FRENCH from the 
port, do think it their duty to lay the fame before your grace, 


LA 


jo REPRESENTATIONS, &c. IN RELATION TO Part L 


Le A repuction of their cuftom upon cloth, from forty to thirty dollars 
“¢ the bale of twenty pieces. 3 | 


Il. “A rorat abolition of the duty called mussaTartA, which is two dollars 
‘© and one fixth of a dollar per bale of cloth, and one and half per cent. ad valo- 
* rem, upon all goods fold by weight. 


“ Tse advantages obtained by the FRENCH in TURKEY; with the great en- 
‘¢ couragement given them by their government, encreafe our apprehenfions of 
“© not being able to cope with them in the cloth trade, without affiftance from 
‘s this government: 


London, Sept. 9. WILLIAM DUNSTER, deputy-governor. 
(1740. : | - | 


Turse papers being laid before the commiffioners ef trade, they.made the fol- 
lowing report. 


« To their excellencies the LORDS JUSTICES. 


«¢ May it pleafe your excellencies, 


« WN obedience to your excellencies command, fignified to -us by Mr. stonr, | 
es ‘na his letter of the 15th of feptember, we have taken into confideration the 
© two memorials, from the governor and company of merthants of ENGLAND trad- 
** ing to the LEVANT feas, delivered ro. hi¢grace the duke of NEWCASTLE, one of 
his majefty’s principal fecretaries of-ftatey fetting forth the difadvancages the 
‘ pnNozrsu trade lies under, by the encreafe of the FRENCH cloth trade tO TUR- 
‘© xpy; and alfo the treaty of comimerce lately concluded between the OTTOMAN 
‘© port.and FRANCE, whereupon we humbly take leave to reprefent to your ex- 

cellencies, Fe 


*” 
Lie! 


* 
~ 


a i a ot 

Tat we have been attended on this occafion by Mr. DuNSTER, deputy- gover- 
« nor of the faid company, and by fome of the principal merchants trading to the 
“ LEvanT feas, and having had fome difcourte with them, they informed us, 


-, 


 Tuat their trade lay under many confiderable difadvantages, which had occa- 
fioned a very great decreafe thereof for fome years paft. By the many encou- 
ragements given In FRANCE to the woollen manufactures, the FRENCH were cna- 
bled to underfell them, at the feveral ports in the LEVANT ; by means of which 
great quantities Of BRITISH cloth exported to TURKEY remained unfold in their 
houfes in that country. | 
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« Tuar the company is at a very high expence, to the amount of eight thoufand 
<< pounds a year, in maintaining the embaflador whom his majefty fends to the porT ; 
<¢ as well as confuls, and other public officers in that country, which: in the prefent 
<¢ low condition of their trade, they are not able to fupport. | | 

« VRAT 
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“* Tuart-they apprehend, if a bounty was to be allowed on the exportation of 
“cloth to the Levant (which might include spain, when a trade fhall be again 
™ open with that crown, and al(o ITALY) and the duty on turkey filk and gro- 
grams imported into GREAT BRITAIN, lowered; it might be a means, not only 
* of relieving them in their prefent difficulties, but might enable them £0 continug 
** the expence of the public minifters at the port *, and to carry ‘on this valuable 
“ branch of trade with advantage ; whereas at prefent it labours under a large 
* debt, contracted by the faid company, which they have no hope of paying, 
while it continues in this drooping condition. 
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ommunicated to them, they acquainted us that they did not fo 
y fee what advantages were given thereby to the rrencn; but as there 
was a tariff to be fettled, in confequence of this treaty, they fhould be better 
“* judges when they fhotild fee the faid tariff, of which they expected fome further 
“" account from the embafiadot at the PORT. | 
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“ Bur we mutt beg leave to oblerve to your excellencies, that we very much quef- 
“* tion whether the expedients they propofe be practicable ; and we cannot take 
“" upon us to determine, whether the parliament will come into any act for re. 
** ducing the duties on rurK gy filks and grograms, or for granting a bounty on the 


“* exportation of woollen manutactures, but more efpecially for a partial bounty. 


Cin 


“* We mutt likewife teprefent to your excellencies, that having afked the faid 
merchants, whether it would not be for their fervice, that his majefty’s embaffi- 
“ dor at the port, thould be imftructed to-apply for the obtaining all the advan- 
“* tages granted to any other ‘nation 3 they feemed to decline it, on account of the 
“* encreafe of expence fuch application muft be attended with ; and as no other 


a) 
Las 


“* expedient hitherto has oceurred to us, that might be effectual in the prefent cafe, 
““ we muff content ourfelves with ftating to your excellencies the matters of fact, 
** as they appeared to us upon our difcourfe with the faid merchants, 


All which is mot humbly fubmitted, 


MarTIN BLADEN. 


Whitehall, Odtober % R. prumer. 
1740, JA. BRUDENEL, 
_ R. crorr, | 


* This propofal of a bourity on cloth, Teems to be much lefs confiftent than that of.the crown’s bear. 
ing the expence of the embaflador, &c. This expence amounts to about four per cent. on the trade, 
whereas the charge of confulage, &c. on the PORTUGAL trade hardly reaches to one third per cent. 
that Is, not above a twelfth part. How would the-porTucaL trade droop, if it-had four per cent. 
charged on it! How may the TURKEY trade revive, if relieved of four per cent! When we had few 
Or no competitors in TURKEY, the merchants might well afford to bear this burthen; .but the cafe is 
‘very much changed : and it feems to be very wrong policy, that the government does not relieve its 
and by this means encourage people to come tato-the trade, andto we more with FRANCE inthe kind 
‘of cloth fo much efteemed by the rurxs, | 


Vou. I. G CHAP. 
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c-H A P. IX. 


‘Av alt of parliament obtained for the CASPIAN trade. Braitisy factors fent into the 
north of PERSIA. The nusstan minifiry alarmed at Mr. ELTON’S entering into 
the fervice of NADIR SHAH. 


T A rFHATEVER reatons at that time prevented the TURKEY Company from 

receiving fuch national encouragement as they feemed to think neceffary, 
ic was one popular argument in favor of the propofed trade to PERSIA, that it 
would not ftand in need of fuch affiftance ;. and. would be free to every fubject on 


the common terms of the finall fine or contribution of . five pounds... The encreale 
‘of the foreign confumption of our woollen manufactures, and the introduction of 
raw fillk on the eafielt terms, were alfo reafons of the moft perfuafive kind, to 
bring the parliament to a refolution in favor of it. Several members of the RUSSTA 
company were called to the bar of the houfe of commons, particularly Mr. ro- 
RERT NETTLETON *, Mr, ROBERT pinctey,.and Mr. RoBERT CRAMMOND, who. 
managed the point fo well, that the arguments produced by the TURKEY company, 
had no longer any weight. Be 

‘He national benefit being therefore apparent to both houfes of parliament, an 
act was paffed that feflions as follows. 


“ THEREAS by letters patent, dated at WESTMINSTER the 26th of 
“ \ \ february, in the firft and fecond years of the reign of king pHiLip and 
“ queen MARY, their majetties. did give and grant to certain perfons, therein men- 
*¢ tioned, by the name of merchants adventurers of ENGLAND, for the diicovery 
“© of lands, territories, ifles, dominions, and feigniories unknown, and not before 
«¢ their late adventure or enterprize by feas or navigation commonly frequented, 
« the fole privilege of trading to the dominions and territories of the empire of 
<6 RUSSIA: , 


tm 


« Anp whereas the liberties, powers, and privileges eranted by the faid letters 
<¢ patent, were afterwards, by an act of parliament made im the eighth year of 
«¢ the reign of queen ELIZABETH, confirmed to the faid merchants, and their fuc- | 
« ceffors, by the name of the fellowfhip of encLisi merchants for difcovery of 
«© new trades (now commonly called the Russia company ;) by which the faid fel- 
‘© lowfhip-are to have the fole privilege of trading to and from the dominions and 
‘territories of the emperor of Russia, lying northwards, north-eaftwards, and 
< north-weftwards, from the city of tonpon ; as alfo to the countries of ARME- 
NIA MAJOR Of MINOR, MEDIA, HYRCANIA, PERSIA, OF the CASPIAN fea: 


” 


ti 


£6 


« Ann whereas by an act made in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign of 
«© king wILiiam the third, to enlarge the trade to RUSSIA, any fubject of this 
a “ realm 


* This gentleman was foon after made governor of the Russza company; in which office he cor- 
tinues, to the great fatisfadtion of that company, - 7 
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realm hath a rignt to be made free of the faid fellowthip, paying for {uch -his 
admiffion five pounds and no more - ) 


“* Awp whereas by an.aét of parliament paffed in the twelfth year of the reion 
of his late majefty king cHarwes the fecond, entituled, an at for encouraging: 
and increafing of fhipping and navigation, it is amongft other things enacted, 
that no goods of foreign growth, production, and manufacture, which by 
the faid act are to be brought into ENGLAND, IRELAND, WALES, the iflands of 
GUERNSEY OF JERSEY, or town of BERWICK vpoy TWEED, in ENGLISH or 
other fhipping navigated in‘fuch manner as therein is mentioned, fhall be fhip- 
ped or brought from any other place or places, country or countries, but only 
from thofe of the faid growth, production, or manufaéture, or from thot ports 
where the faid goods and commodities could only, or were, or ufually had been 
firit fhipped for tranfportation, and from none other places or countries, - 
under the penalties of the forfeiture of all fach goods, and alfo the fhip in which 
they are imported, with all her guns,’ furniture, ammunition, tackle, and ap- 
parel, to be divided and recovered, as in the faid act is directed, with provifo 
that the faid act fhall not extend, or be ineant to reftrain and prohibit the im- 
porting of any of the commodities of the STREIGHTS Of LEVANT feas, in EN- 
Gi.rsH built fhipping, and navigated as therein is directed, from the ufual ports 
or places for lading them within the faid srrricurs Or LEVANT feas, or the im- 
porting any EAST INDIA commodities, loaden in the like fhipping, and fo na- 
vigated from the ufual place or places for lading of them, in any part of 
thofe feas, to the fouthward and ealtward of caBo BONA SPERANZA, although 
the faid commodities be not of the very growth of the faid ports or places res 
ipectively : : | | | : 


‘« Anp whereas at the time of pailing the faid act laft-mentioned, it was not 
ufual to bring to. this kingdoim raw filk, and other gaods and commodities of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of PERSIA, through the dominions and ter- 


ritories of the emperor of Russia : 


“ AND whereas it may be of great advantage to this kingdom to open a trade 
to and from persia through “Russia, by promoting the confumption of the 
woollen and other manufactures, goods, and commodities thereof, if raw filk, 
and other the goods and commodities of the growth, produce, and manufac- 
ture of PERstA, be permitted to be Imported into this kingdom from RUSSIA, in 
return for fuch woollen and other manufagures as fhall be exported from hence 
into RUSSIA, and from thence carried into PERSIA, and not otherwife: be it 
enacted, by the king’s mott excellent majefty, by and with the advice and con- 
fent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this prefent parlia- 
ment aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, that from and after the 
24th day of june, 1741, it fhall and may be lawful to and for any perfon or 
perfons free or to be free of the faid- fellowfhip of ExcLisn merchants, for dif. 
covery of new trades, commonly called the russra company, exclufive of all 
others, to bring and import into this kingdom, in pririsn built fhippine, na- 

2 : * vigated 
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vigated according to law, from any port or place, of or belonging to the czar 
or emperor of russia, raw filk, or any other goods or cammodities of the 
growth, produce, and manufacture of persta (provided such manufacture be 
made of the growth or produce of pERsta) being purchafed by barter, with 
woollen or other manufactures, goods or commodities exported from GREAT 
BRITAIN to RUSSIA, and from thence carried into persra (gold and filver in 
coin or bullion excepted) or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch 
manufactures, goods or commodities fo exported to Russra, and carried into. 
PERSIA, aS aforefaid, and not otherwife ; upon paying or fecuring the cuftoms 
and other duties, now payable for the fame, by any law now in force, according 
to fuch rules, methods, and directions, and in the fame manner and form, and 
with fuch allowances, abatements, difcounts, anct drawbacks, and under fuch 


penalties, forfeitures, and difabilities, as are by Jaw prefcribed and practifed on 


the importation of the like goods of the erowth, produce, or manufacture of 
PERSIA, imported into this kingdom, from any port or place in the LEVANT 
feas, by any perfon or perfons free of the LEVANT or TURKEY Company 3 any 
thing im the faid recited act, made in the twelfth year of the reign of king 
CHARLES the fecend, to the contrary. thereof in any wife notwith{tanding.. 


<¢ Awp be it further enacted, that no filk or other preduce,. commodities, or 


manufactures of persta, fhall be imported into GREAT BRETAET through Rus-- 
sta, by virtue of this act, unlefs the importer or importers thereof.do take an 
oath, or, being of the people called quakers, a folemn affirmation, before the 
collector, cuftomer, or comptroller of his majefty’s. cuftoms (who are hereby 
impowered to adminifter the fame) at the port or place of importation, that, to 
rhe beft of his or their knowledge and belief, the filk and other the produce, 
commodities, or manufactures of persia, contained in his or their entry or en- 
tries, was or were really and truly purchafed by barter with woollen or other 
manufactures, goods, or commodities exported: from GREAT BRITAIN [0 RUS* 
sia, and from thence carried into. persia (not being gold or: filver in coin of 
bullion) or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch woollen or: other 
manufactures, goods or commodities fo exported as aforefaid, and not other- 
wife ; and in default-of taking fuch oath or affirmation, all fuch fitk or other the: 
produce, commodities, or manufactures of persta, fo imported from Russias 
thall be liable to be feized and forfeited, in like manner as if the fame had been. 
imported contrary to the faid act, made in the twelfth year of the reign of his 
late majefty king cHaRvezs the fecond, intituled, an act for encouraging and in+ 
creafing of shipping and. navigation. | 


*: Provipep always, and,be it further enacted, that nothing in this act contain- 
ed fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to the permitting the ufing or wear- 
ing, in.this kingdom, any wrought fiiks, or other. the goods. or commodities: 
of the manufacture of PERSIA, mentioned in the act paffed in the eleventh year 
of the reign of his late majefty king wittiam the third, intituled, an act for 


‘the more effectual employing the poor, by encouraging the manufactures of 


this kingdom, which may be imported by virtue hereof through russia; but 
the fame act, and every claufe therein contained, fo far.as the fame relates to 
| + the 


i. 


.s. 


Chap. IX, CARRIED INTO EXECUTION. 4s 
the importing the faid goods into the port of Lonpon only, and to the entry: 

** thereof, and payment of the duties, and putting the fame into proper ware- ° 
* houfes, and exporting them on fecurity, .and to the feizing and profecuting 
*“* thofe goods, and dividine the produce of fuch feizures, and keeping proper 
“* accounts thereof, and fubjecting the perfons concerned to. penalties and difabili- 
“ ties, for breach of the faid a@, thal be practifed, and be of fall force and ef- 
“* fect for the purpofes aforefaid, as if the faid act, and the feveral claufes therein 
** contained, were particularly, and at large, repeated and fet down in the body of 
“ this act. ae : 


“ Anp be it farther enacted, that if any queftion, difpute, or doubts thall: 
““ arife, whether any of the goods or commodities to be imported by virtue of this 
** act, be of the growth, produce, or manufaéture Of PERSIA, or not, or were im- 
** ported contrary to the true intent and meaning of this a@,-and the fame fhall, 
‘¢ for that reafon, be feized as forfeited, the proof thereof: thall be incumbent on 
‘* the importer or Claimer, and not upon the officer or informer ; and the commit. 
** fioners of the cuftoms, if they fee fufficient caufe, fhall and may direét the of-. 
‘* ficer of the cuftoms, who made the feizure, to proceed in the profecution there- 
“ of, ornot; and judgment thereupon fhall be given for recovery. of the forfeiture, 


** Anp be it further ena@ed, that if any action or fuit fhall be commenced: 
“" againit any perfon: er perfons, forany thing: done in’ purfuance of this att, the- 
“ defendant or defendants in fuch aétion or fait may plead the general. iffue,- and. 
“ give this a& and the fpecial matter, in evidence, at any trial to be had there- 
““ upon; and that the farne was done. in purfuance and by authority of this a@; 
‘* and if it fhall appear fo to have been done, then the jury thall find for the de- 
‘* fendant or defendants ; and if the plaintiff fhall be nonfuited, or difcontinue ‘his. 
““ action, after the defendant or ‘defendants - Il have appeared, or if judgment 
“* fhall be given-upon any" werdidtor- demurrer again{t the plaintiff, the defendant 
‘* or defendants fhall and may recover treble cofts, and have the like remedy for. 
** the fame, as. defendants have in other Cafes: by law.. 


“* Provipen alfo, that any thing in this aét contained thal! not extend, or be- 
“ conftrued to extend, to hindet or deprive the corporation of the united company: 
of merchants of ENGLAND, trading to the ®ast.inpres, from having and en- 
“ joying all and every fuch powers, privileges,  franchifes, benefits, matters, or. 
““ things, as do or fhalk belong to them, or which they could or might enjoy ia: 

any manner of ways, if this.act had nat been made ; any thing in this.aét to the. 
“ contrary notwithftanding.. - | SO 


* 
be 


rr. 
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“* Anp be it further enacted, by: the authority aforefaid: thar this fhall be ad-. 
judged and deemed to be a public act, and thall be judicially taken notice of 
as luch, by all judges, juftices, and other perfons, without {pecially pleading 
“ the fame.”* * ~~ 
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THE RUSSIA company now prepared to-fend factors intO:GHILAN, and with them. 
confiderable quantity of cloth, and. other woollen goods... This enterprize re-. 
qurred, , 


‘$e 
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quired, an a more peculiar manner, preat unanimity. The aRMENIANS were al- 
ready fixed in the CASPIAN Commerce ; and it is natural for people who have long 
enjoyed the fole poffeffion of any thing, to reafon themfelves into a perfuafion that 
they are the only rightful proprietors of it ; and confequently, that they do them- 
felves but juftice in employing all their fkill and induftry to oppofe thofe who pre- 
tend to fhare with them. The merchants who engaged in this undertaking were 
very early apprized of what they were to expect from the ARMENIANS; therefore it 
would have been their intereft to eftablifh one houle only in GHILAN, in order to 
prevent the jealoufy and difcord, which are but too frequent in our factories abroad, 
and which might be apprehended in fo remote and lawlefs a country as PERSIA °. 
However, as a prefage of future difafters, feveral of the moft confiderable RUSSIA 
traders, either from a jealoufy which they had entertained of thofe who had given 
Mr. ELTON the firft countenance in this enterprize ; or from a more judicious futpi- 
cion of ELTon himfelf, declined throwing their effects into his hands, but fent Mr. 
JAMES BROWN, Mr. MARTIN KYCK van Miznop, and Mr. RICHARD WILDER 
into GHILAN. Thefe gentlemen arrived there in 1742, with cloth and other manu- 
factures to a very confiderable value. Mr. ELTON was not 4 little mortified at this 
ftep ; however, the firlt of thé two Baizisn fhips built at casan, and now com-~ 
pleted, was put under his direction. Being alfo powerfully fupported by large con- 
fignments of cloth, and other proper goods, he went ‘ito PERSIA % 

repy are but ill acquainted with Hfe, who do not know that it is checquered 
with evil; and that the pleafures and advantages of it are ever alloyed with their 
contraries. 1 have already obferved, that Mr. si7on had been employed in the | 
RUSSIAN fervice, and was bred a feaman. He had many abilities, but it was too 
plain that he wanted fome talents which were requifite on the prefent occafion. No 
fooner was he arrived in GHILAN, than a quarrel enfued between him and the rus- 
stan conful arnaporr. Whether this was owing to Mr. eLTon’s being deficient in 
that {kilful moderation, {> eflential to the good conduct ef commercial affairs, 1 will 
not pretend to decide; but aRAPOFF appeared to me a very honeft and difcreet man, 
This however is moft certain, and in eLTON’s favor, that very foon after his arri- 
val in PERSIA, captain WOODROOFE, who. commanded the firlt BRITISH fhip built 
for this trade, was treated by the RUSSIAN fecretary at DERBEND with great cruelty, 
as will be fuliy related hereafter. : . | 


. Amprriow had certainly a SHARE in Mr. ELTon’s refolutions ; for he immedi- 
ately entered into the fervice of NADIR SHAH, as fuperinteident of the PERSIAN 
coat of the CASPIAN, with defign to build fhips in the EUROPEAN manner, if it 
Thould:be found practicable. The news of this foon ‘reached the factors of St. PE 
“PERSBURG, but in a very obfcure and imperfect manner. However it gave them 
fome concern for the fecurity of their effects ; and ‘ftill more for the offence, which 
they eafily forefaw would be taken by the RUSSIAN Court. - 


b Quere, if the RUSSIA Company could reftrain ? of if the liberty of reftraint might have been thought 
snturious to the national intereft, as the falutary bye-laws of the TURKEY company were deemed by 
many ‘to be, in the late conteft on that fubject ? 7 

¢ See woopRooFe’s journal, chap. 22, and 23. 
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THE. AUTHOR’: TRAVELS FROM ONDON, 
_ TILL HE EMBARKS ON THE CASPIAN SEA. 


CHAP X,. 


The authors voyage to rica. A defeription of ELSINEUR, the sound, and the 
) , forts that guard ‘this paffage. 


N february, 1743, I accepted the offer of a partnerfhip in Mr. pincLey’s houfe 

; at St, PETERSBURG. In canfequence hereof I was made acquainted with the 

caspran trade, which was then in its infancy, and the object of the fanguine hopes 

of feveral of our moft confiderable merchants. From that time T indulged a defire 

of feeing PERSIA, a country fo renowned for great and memorable events, both in 
antient and modern hiftory. . : : 


In april following I embarked in the river THames on board an enous fhip 
bound for rica. ‘The feveral wrecks which then appeared in the fands and fhal- 
lows on the eaft coait of ENCLAND, gave me but melancholy impreffions of the dan- 
ger of a fea life. We had fevere weather for the feafon, and the fhip being very old 
and crazy, rendered my fituation by no means agreeable. It is perhaps hard to fa 
if the motion of a fhip, or the fmelf‘of tar is. moft apt.to create the fea ficknefs’; 
but it is certain, when this ficknefS is extreme, nothing but the acuteft diftemper can 
exceed it: gentle acids, and cooling foods, are the greatell felief. 


It was now the beginning of may, yet the winds in the north fea were extremely 
cold. The Barric is’ feldom clear of ice till the middle of that month, and the 
winds which pafs over it are generally piercing. “At length we arrived in the sounp. 
This sTREIGHT is about two ENGLISH miles broad; the caftle of KRONENBURG, 
on the panisH fide, guards the entrance. Et tsimpurc is on the oppofite fide, on 
the swepisn continent. In fome winters this paflage is frozen up. 


Pur duty paid here at different periods of time, has varied very much; it is now 
near three quarters per cent. upon moit kinds of goods, and it is faid to amount to 
5 . fevyenty 
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feventy thoufand crowns*, The original of this duty was to defray the charge of 
light-houfes and buoys, which the panes fixed at proper places, for the fafety and 
Convenience of navigators; thus they eafily procured the confent of the feveral 
Princes and ftates who traded into the BaLTic, to which this is a more important 
pafs than GipRALTAR is to the MEDITERRANEAN, In times of war, velicls of mo- 
derate burthen have pafled the greater pet at the back of zeaLanp; thougn the 
Navigation here is more’ precarious, and the srREIGHTS Of NEWBERG are alfo very 
Marrow. In 1644, and the following year, the HortanpeErRs pafled the sounp in 
‘merchant-men as well as fhips of war, though the swepgs, with whom they were 
at war, were then poffeffed of both fides of the paflage. 


“THE cannon now mounted in KRONENBURG Caftle are large, and probably much 
‘bigger than they were in thofe days; but a fufficient depth of water, a leading gale, 
and intrepid mariners, might eafily furmount any obftacle to be found there, fhould 
neceffity require the trial®, This caftle projects inte the water, and is fo far de- 
tached from the town as to enjoy an open and delightful profpect, and-by its build- 
ings, extent, and verdure within the walls, is rendered an agreeable place. 


"Tue confuls of ENGLAND, FRANCE, HOLLAND, and swEDEN, refide in the town. 
Mr. rENwIcK, the ENGLISN conful, received ‘mé very politely. ELsinEuR isa 
meat little town, watered by a fpring in the eaft part of it ; and the ftreets, be- 
ing in fome places lined with trees, have an agreeable effect. The neighbour- 
hood of the swepzs makes the panrsa# garrifon ftri€t in the examination of all 
who come into the town. Copenuacen is diftant from hence about twenty 
ENGLISH miles. : : : 


Tue remarkable piety of the panrsu nation appears even among{t the common 
foldiers. .I obferved with great pleafirre their good order and difcipline. When 
the guard was mounted, they made their addrefies to the fupreme being, in a regu- 
dar mannert. ‘The panes are faid to maintain thirty thoufand men, They have a 
{mall trade to cu1wa ; our mafters of fhips are fometimes fupplied by that nation 
with cHina goods, but of fate years thefe are not only much advanced 1n price, 
but very bad in quality. “his is atfoa little magazine of wine, brandy, and fuch 
commodities as are ufed by the merchant fhips. The boats employed in this road are 
very broad and fhallow, and though the fea fometimes runs high, they live, as the 
feamen term it, in a furprizing manner. 


From ELSINEUR we weighed, and paffed by copenuaceEn, the royal palace of 
which forms a magnificent profpe@ from the water. The fea here is often very clear 


* Lately increafed to one hundred thoafand crowns, of 5's. 6d. the pane having wilely taken the 
‘precaution to inftruét fome of their cuftom-houfe officers in the Russian language, the duties being de- 
ananded on the goods fpecified on the clearances in russia. 


» The works I am told are lately enlarged, and made more formidable than at the time I faw them. 
; A prattice fo little imitated in fome of the polite nations, that one hardly ever fees a foldier at 
‘Church, but when ‘he is going to execution for defertion, or worfe crimes. It was remarkable in the 
‘Ante war, that when all the different nations which compofed the confederate army were performing their 
wiaily devotions, the **** foldiers only, feemed to have no fenfe of the being of a cop. 
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and tranfparent. Fience we pafitd by BORNHOLM, which affords an apreeable 
profpect in ferene weather, but in the clofe of the feafon is a great obje& of 
terror to mariners: few fhips navigate this fea from november to apr. Soon 
atter we defcried the coaft of cournanp, which affords. a iandy and inhofpitable 
profpect, | : : 


_ Having gentle breezes, in a thort time we made the bay of rica. As it was 
now the end of may, it is not eafy to conceive how pleafant the Battie fea is, and 
how much the fcene was changed for the better. Tho’ a maritime life had NO Uti- 
hty, yet failing in fair weather might induce many to practile it, who defire to en- 
large the fcene of their pleafures. Here we were obliged to lighten our fhip, by 
throwing out part of the ballaft, that the might not draw above eleven feet water, 
being the depth ufually found on the bar. | 


AFTER. a tedious paffage of twenty-fix days, it was no final! pleafure to go afhore ; 
but by no means agreeable to be carried as a prifoner to the caltle of pwena- 
MUND, where I was kept above an hour in the company of common foldiers, and 
under-{ecretaries, who are but a {mall remove from common foldiers. 


Russia being then at war with swepen, I was queftioned if I had any paffpore. 
They faw that I was a merchant from ENGLAND ;°1 produced letters of recommen- 
dation from monfieur NaRRISKiN, then the russraN miniiter at the court of Lon-- 
DON, tO count BESTUCHEFF, the great chancellor of russra, and alfo to count 
LESTOCK “; and yet they made great difficulties concerning the want of a paffport, 
which it is not ufual to bring from ENGLAND. Petty officers in the rnussran fer- 
vice, often conjure up difficulties, out of a religtous regard to the letter of their or- 
ders ; but the mafter of the thip no fooner made the oRDINARY COMPLIMENT, than 
we were received by the officer on duty as the friends of his fovereign, From thence 
I went by land about half a day’s journey to Rica, 


- aimee _ a pen . | 
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The author is detained at nica, by order of the governor. Defcription of that city and 
its trade. An account of norpt and NARVA, with the trade thereof. The au 


. thor arrives at Sv. PETERSBURG. 
f was about the 2oth of may when I arrived at atca. The weather was as 
hot as ever I remember it, during many years abode in porTuGAL; for the fun 
leaves the horizon only three or four hours, and its reflection continues even 
great part of that time; fo that, tho’ the dews fall, neither the earth, nor con- 
fequently the air, has time to become temperate, : | 3 
ERE 


* The fame who was afterwards difgraced. 


Vou. Lo Hi 
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Heng I was received by the sritisu factors with great kindnefs and marks of 
regard, particularly by Mr. THOMAS SPENCER and his brother. ‘Thefe gentle- 
men are diftinguifhed by their afluence and generofity. They gave mea ho{pitable 
reception, which was the more pleafing, as I found myfelf referved for the honor 
of being a ftate prifoner. I produced the moft indubitable credentials, the fame 
I have already mentioned; and alfo letters of recommendation to the ENGLISH | 
factors in R1GA, by all which it appeared 1 was an ENGLISH factor going to refide 
in St. Pererspurc. But the governor having received orders that no perfon 
fhould proceed from thence without exprefs leave from the court, then refiding in 
St. PETERSBURG, he would not give me a paffport, and 1 was obliged to wait 
there for feventeen days. Such is the jealoufy, which the neighbourhood of the 
SWEDES Creates in time of war. 


L spent this time as agreeably as a garrifon and its confines would permit, but 
not a little mortifed.and furprized with the extreme heat. EF was affured, that 
after the melting of the fhow, the earth being impregnated with the nitre which 
the {now contains, fometimes brings to maturity, in fix weeks, the rye which 
has Jain in the ground during the winter 5 and that wheat has been fown and reaped 
within the fame time. ‘The truth of this I fhould-have difpated, if it had not been 
afferted by perfons of undoubted weracity. OO 





Tus city, which had now a confiderable garrifon of RUSSIAN farces, was built 
about the year 4190, when this country firft received the knowledge of cHRIST. 
It is the metropolis of trvonia, a place of great confequence, fituated in the 
Jatitude of 57, on the north-eaft of the pwENa, which runs. into the gulph of 
etca. It was taken from the sweprs by PETER THE GREAT in 4710, after a 
fiege of three months, in which time the swepism _garrifon, by famine, the plague, 
and the fword, were reduced from twelve thoufand to five thoufand men; and 
of the burghers and inhabitants there died about fixty thoufand. Several houfes 
have yet marks of the bombardment ; the gallantry of the swEDEs in defending 
this place, was in fome meafure rewarded. by the fuperior genius of PETER THE 
GREAT, who granted the town.a very. honorable capitulation, which has been ever 
fince religioufly obferved. The magiftracy preferve the civil power, according to 
their ancient immunities ; and the keys of the town-gates age:depofited with them 
every night. The burghers have the fole right of buyingof the poiisn and Rus- 
SIAN merchants; and confequently the ENGLISH factors, and other foreigners, can 
buy only of the‘ burghers, The latter, by this exclufive privilege, might be much 
enriched ; but by exceffive high living, and making their trade a kind of ftock- 
jobbing, numbers of them of late years are become bankrupts. Befides the cor- 
poration of burghers, which has the management of the city affairs only, the 
crown has a court under the nusstan laws. This takes cognizance of the affels- 
ments for quartering of foldiers, and other matters relating to the government. 
here is alfo a provincial court for the affairs of the province, confidered as 
diftinct from the city. | 


‘Tue river pwEna generally clofes about the end of november, and opens again 
near the middle of march ; infomuch that this town has the advantage of St. PE- 
, 4 TE RSBURG, 
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TERSBURG, the NEVA being there clofed about fix weeks longer. When the. ice 
breaks up, it often comes down in fuch large pieces, and with fo vafta weight, 
as to remove points of land, and form banks, which fometimes remain for feve- 
ral years, This renders it impoffible for any ftanding bridge tobe built over the 
river, but this inconveniency is removed by a bridge of rafts and boards, during 
the fummer feafon ; fo that they walk even with the furface of the water. About 
three hundred veffels can conveniently lay and take in their loading to the depth of 
nine feet water. Larger fhips load in a creek not far diftant, where there are fe- 
ven fathoms water ; and fhips which cannot pafs the bar, load below it, at a place 

called the BALDERA, oo : 


Tue chief commodities here, are hemp, flax, -mafts and timber. The quantity 
of the hemp is generally about forty thoufand {chippounds*, which is brought 
down in ftruzes of fifty to feventy feet long, and twenty to thirty feet broad, 
made head and {tern alike, and fteered by oars of about twenty-five feet, of which 
there is one at the head, andvanother at the ftern, | a 


THE PoranpeRs bring a large proportion of thefe commodities, chiefly from 
the POLISH UKRAINE. ‘The flax is brought from pruana and LITHUANIA, a 
great part of which they call pDRUANA RAGITZER and LITHUANA RAGITZER. The 
timber is. from thofe parts of poLanp which border on TURKEY great part of 
that which is fit for mafts is two fummers in its paflage to r1ca. This place 
formerly exported vaft quantities of corn for swebDEN and other countries ; but 
the fyftem of politics:in that countiy having been for fome time repugnant to that 
of Russta, the town has fuffered the inconvenience ‘of a prohibition. | 


Rica has fometimes loaded annually near five hundred fhips, of which above 
three hundred ‘wete' from the unrrzp provinces ; but as the trade of that country 
in general has been for fone years on the decay, the number of putcu fhips at 
this port has decreafed; nor: indeed has the timber, in which great part of the 
trade confifted, been fo effential to thofe provinces, fince they have found that 
{tones will make a more lafting fence againft the inroads of the {ea, | : 
Trey meafure here by the ell, Of which x 2 is equal to a yard enauisu. . Their 


~~ . 


foot of 12 inches, is equal to 11 inches‘enotisn, Their weights are 


i ounce 2 loot. | | 
32 loot 1 pound of 16 ourices, 
20 pound r hfpound. © °° 
20 lifpound 1 ichippound. 


AnD they generally reckon 3 Ct. ENGLISH to a {chippound. 


is 


Liquors are fold by the ftoop, of which three are equal to an ENGLISH gallon. 


| Tue 
© Six thoufand four hundred tons, -* Flat-bottomed boats, 
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Tue mojey current here is rix dollars alberts, equal to 80 farthings... 
2. farthings = 1 mark. | 

20. marks = 1 ort. , 

_ 4 orts 1 rix dollar alberts. 


- Tis mark is an imaginary fpecies of money, -but they have another kind of 
mark of fix grofs, by which fome commodities are bought... 


Tue farthings are pours as well as swepisH coin. © 


Tue merchants keep their accounts in rix dollars © and profs, ninety grofs to a 
rix dollar.—-But the tradefmen keep-their, accounts in rix dollars of forty marks. 


_ Tue houtes here are made fteep in the roof, for the better carrying off the water, 
‘which is very penetrating when the fnow melts. In this they excel the RuSsIANS, 
who have {till greater occafion to provide againft the like inconvenience. The 
cellars are ufed as magazines for flax, and other goods; and the entrance, or firft 
apartment, in molt houfes, is the'coach-houfe, by which you mutt pafs to the par- 
Jour and dining-room. ~The houfes have feltom above two ftories,. and the ftreets 
-are narrow. GERMAN is the language, of ‘the. people of Rica, but the peafants in 
the neighbourhood, and other parts of LIVONIA, peak: mimurcn, a dialect en- 
rely differing from the GERMAN. | 


My partner in St. peTERsBURG, having procured a pafiport for me, I pro- 
vided myfelf with a fleeping waggon h, and‘on the 7th of june £ taok poft for 
St pererspurG. The foil about rica is fandy, but, after fome diftance, the 
country becomes more pleafant. In fome: places it is champain, in-others the 
hilis-diverfify the fcene. It.abounds in wood and corn land, and is well watered. 
The poft horfes are exceeding bad, but as the ftages are. fhort, and the houfes 
clean, this inconvenience is fupportable. The ordinary ftations for the pofts are 
PHAR, at.the river AA, GARBIN, KUKATZ and porpT, in all about two hundred 
and thirty werfls 


Dorpr ftands on a plain, and. is watered by the rivef EMBECK, which runs 
‘ato the lake pripus. he country on the fide towards ‘Rica prefents a moft de- 
lightful profpect. Its trade confifts moftly in corn and flax, of which confiderable 
quantities are fent to RIGA. — The people here pretend, that every third year 
their wheat degenerates into rye; an opinion that probably has taken its rife from 
an unfkilful cultivation of the land, which may caufe the fize and fubftance of the 
srain to be greatly diminifhed. Tis perhaps from the fame reafon reverfed, 
Fe HUNGARIANS pretend, that in fome parts of HUNGARY the earth is natu- 
rally fo fruitful, and probably fo well nourifhed by cultivation, that, after three 

| | | years, 

@ Generally worth 5s. 6d. according as the exchange 1s on AMSTERDAM. : 

bh The bedies of thefe are made very light, of crofs pieces of wood, and covered with leather, They 
refemble cradles, and are hung upon braces ag coaches oftentimes are. Thus they would be a very ealy 


draught, but that the length of the ody being near fix feet, extends the carnage, infomach that the 
fore and hind wheels are at too great a diflance. | 5 
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years, rye becomes wheat; but neither of thefe pretended facts was it my bufinef 
to difpute. Dorprt has the appearance of a fuperb heap of ruins. -Here are the 
remains of a caftle which PETER THE GREAT took from the SWEDES In 1704, up. 
on which occafion great part’ of the town was deftroyed by fire; From hence the 
country near the road is cleared of wood, and in many places well inhabited. | 
travelled alone the banks of the Jake PEIPUS, which is faid to abetnd in fith. It 
is one hundred and twenty wertfts long, and fixty broad, communicating. with the 
lake pscow', the borders of which are famous for producing fax. From DORPT 
CO FORMA POSTERN are thirty-feven, to RANDAFFPUNGERN thirty-eight, to pur- 
RAY thirty-four, to vawaRa twenty, to NARVA forty-one wertts. 


Flere I was received with great hofpitality by Mr. rHomas-wiInn, an ENGLISH 
merchant, who always diftinguithed himfelf by his great kindnefs to his country - 
men who paffed through this province, as well as for the integrity and exaétnefs 
of his commercial correfpondency, by which he has acquired a confiderable for- 
tune. Narva, which is the capital of esronra, is not a large town, but ftands 
on a rifing-greynd, is clean, and well fortified. Irs trade confifts moftly in fax 
and timber; of the firft, about two hundred and twenty thoufand poods * are 
generally brought to market, part of it on the inow; but the greateft quantity 
is tranfported in {pring, from pseow, through the lake peieus. . Two wertts above 
the town there is a cataract in the river NARVA, at which they.are obliged to un-— 
load the barks. Ho .zanp, porrucat, and feveral parts of the BALTic, as well 
aS ENGLAND, take off this flax; as the HOLLANDERS the greateft part of their. tim- 
ber. Formerly they loaded from three to. four hundred fhips annually, with this 
article only; but now the number is reduced to about one hundred. The expor- 
tation 1s limited by the russian government to one hundred and twenty thoufand 
balks ', which are of twenty to forty feet long,: and ten to fifteen inches {quare. 
The enctisa generally demand the largeft, arid the -nwottanpers the {malleft 
kind. Every ton of thipping-in meafurement will take a load of timber, fifty folid 
feet being reckoned to a load, a : 


Tue import here is about fifteen thoufand pounds weight of tobacco, and a {mall 
quantity of bale goods; but the-greateft article is falt, of which they take near 
an hundred thoufand poods ", one-hundred and eighty poods being reck@ned to — 
the laft, of two tons ENGLISH. There-is no depth of water for fhips of above 
one hundred and twenty tons; fo that larger velfels are obliged to lay in the open 
-road, where they are often dittreffed by hard gales of northerly winds; but chis 
evil is intended to be remedied by building a pier. This city is remarkable in 
{tory for the great defeat which the russrans ret in the infancy of their milicary 
power, when an hundred thoufand of them fled before a handful of SWEDES, 
This happened in the year 17003 and four years afterwards it was obliged to yield 
to the fuperior numbers and fortune of the RUSSIANS, who have held it ever fince; 
and in confequence of the favor which was fhewn it by the czar, the town enjoys 
its Civil government, without labouring under any oppreffion. | | 


From 


* Vulgarly called the lake pLesKkow. * About three thoufand five hundred tons, | Fire trees, 


™ Above one thoufand one hundred tons, 
nl 
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From NaRVA I departed for JAMBURG, On the river LuGa, over which there is a 
floating bridge; here alfo ftands an old caftle. From thence I proceeded to 
OSERTES, palling out of ESTONIA INtO INGRIA, where the road is moftly made of 
timber. The land within twenty werfts of St. PETERSRURG ON the banks of the 
Neva, is very marfhy. From NaRVA tO St, PETERSBURG is one hundred and forty- 
fix wer{ts, and the whole diftance from rica five hundred and forty-fix". Not- 
withftanding the feveral ftops I made on the road, together with the bad pot 
horfes, I arrived the fourth day, without much difficulty. OS 


The writisn faory at St. peTERspurG alarmed by the complaints of the court of 


russia againft Mr. e.ton. The author offers his fervice to go into PERSIA, and 
takes the charge of a caravan of woollen goods defigned for that country. 


Arrivep at St. pererssure the roth of june, a day fomewhat remarkable 
to me, as being the fame on which I Janded at Lisson fourteen years before, — 
when I firft went abroad ; but remarkable to many for the “BtH-of a man, who 
might as well have not been born for any good he has done the world in general, 


or his unfortunate and deluded adherents in particular. 


I was extremely pleafed to find ‘a city fo open, airy, and regularly built in many 
places, with very good houles in the ITALIAN tafte. - 


My reader will remember that I had formed a defign of going intO PERSIA, 
fhould any convenient occafion offer. The feveral intimations of the diftreffed 
condition of that country, had indeed made fome impreffion on me, but not much 
abated my curiofity. Very few weeks had paft before my partner, and other fac- 
tors who were correfpondents with Mr. eLTow, being alarmed with the’ complaints 
of the RUSSZAN court, in relation to that gentleman, refolved, that one of them 
would make a journey into persia. I then offered my. fervice, which was ac- 
cepted. | 


How far Mr. evtow had carried the defign of trading from GREAT-BRITAIN - 
over the caspran fea into pERsTA, and how well it had fucceeded to his wifhes, 
has been already related. But now we had reafon to believe, that, not contented 
with the purfuit of commercial affairs, he had injudicioufly engaged in the fervice 
of NADIR SHAH, to build fhips after the EUROPEAN manner, with a view [0 na- 
vieate the caspran fea. This was not then acknowledged by ELTON, nor entirely 
credited by his friends in St. PETERSBURG, but was thought a fufficient caufe to 
make an enquiry. Other reafons of jealoufy alfo concurring, we applied to sir 


CYRIL wycu, at that time his majefty’s minifter at the court of russia, and he, by 
a me- 


. Three hundred and ninety-eight miles. 
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a memorial to the great chancellor’s Office, demanded a pafiport for me s; which 
was granted. | 


Ll 


I provipep myfelf with a convenient fleeping-wageon, another for my clerk, 
and a third for my bageape, alfo a RUSSIAN menial fervant, a tartar boy and a 
foldier : then having received fuch inftructions as were neceffary from the factors 
who were interefted in this new commerce, and taken upon me the charge of a ca- 
tavan of thirty-feven bales of EncLisn cloth, I prepared for my journey, 


Tas caravan of cloth making twenty loads, fet out the rf of SEPTEMBER, 
The roth of that month I followed it, not without fome painful apprehenfions 
that though I might probably arrive time enough to obtain a patiage over the cas- 
PIAN into PERsta, yet the caravan would be too late in the feafon, 


I wap an order for nine poft-horfes, and was determined to make what feed the 
conveyance of the feveral neceflary things I carried with me would admit ; bur 
notwithitanding this order, for the facility of obtaining fach a number of horfes, 
and greater difpatch, I hired COPEACHNICKS °, 


It is too much the cuftom in russia for officers or perfons who travel with fer. 
vants or foldiers, to treat the peafants with infolence, The firft charge | gave my 
attendants, was, to avoid every occafion of difpute, and ftil] more of oppreffion ; 
that if any infult was offered to them, they fhould inform me, that ] might judge 
in what manner it éught to be refented. . | 

Tue rainy and frofty feafon being already come on, I found the roads extremely 
bad, efpecially for about fifteen wertts. The adjacent country to St. PETERSBURG, 
would be impaffable but for the great care which is taken in mending the roads 
with timber and fafcines. A peace being concluded with SWEDEN, WE overtook 
great numbers of foldiers who were retiring to their winter quarters, 


On the 11th we found the road better, though the ground about us was 
marfhy, and little or no arable land appeared. We got this evening to PREESTAN, 
which is one hundred and twenty-three werfts from St. PETERSBURG. On the rath 
we advanced thirty-fix werfts to the river votcorr, which it was neceflary to pafs. 
The banks of this river are very pleafant, part confifting of rich arable lands. Tt 
communicates with the lake Lopoca, veffels pafling through this river to the canal, 
which runs into the neva; alfo with the lake 1.MEN at NOVOGORODE, from whence 
by the river mstTa and TWERSA, it communicates with the vouca at the city 
UGLITZ, 


Tse ferry-man finding that I was a merchant, began to be infolent. Thefe 
boors ufually entertain a contemptible notion of their own. traders, compared with 
military people, which they extend to merchants in general, I could not help ob- 

| : ferving 


® Peafants horfes, for which they pay one copeek or a half-penny each wert; whereas poft-horfes 
are Only £ a copeek, but they are not near fo good, | 
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ferving upon this, as upon many ether occafions, the -obftinate opinion which the 
peafants had “mbibed of the little refpect due to merchants, though this barbarity 
of manners wears off very fait among ft the politer part of the-people. The delay 
and. impertinence to which I found myfelf thus expofed, neceffarily called on my 
foldier to exercife his cane, which foon brought my-antagonift to his duty. As the 
road ‘on the oppofite fide of this river was exceeding bad, we intended to have 
cone up to WOVOGORODE by water, but the wind blowing ftrong in our teeth, pre- 
vented Us. a : 7 


_ Tre 13th, the darknefs of the night, the hard wind and rain, and exceffive bad 
road, obliged us to hale, and-fleep-in our waggons in the open field, cfpecially as 
one of them remained till morning; ftuck in a-bog.. We overtook a party of cos- 
sAcés, who had ferved in the war againft the swEDEs; One of them feized hold 
of my horfes, but he foon difpelled my fears by informing me that he had diico- 
vered the horfe he had loft three years ago, which proved to be:the real cafe. He 
very civilly procured me another to the next ftage, and we parted with mutual 
wifhes of a good journey. From the voLcorr, we pafied the MSTA, Near NOVO- 
GORODE, and thence came tO BRONITZ on, the.14th, which 1s two hundred and 
thirty werfts from St. PETERSBURG. — a 


I wow found the weather mild, which was a joyful eireurmflance to me who had 
not been accuftomed to autumn-journies in a rigorous climate. “The road alfo was 
gpen and pleafant, which was fome confolation for our being obliged to take this 
rout, the beft road being under repair. The land in feveral places is dry and ara- 
ble, and provifions fo cheap, that good beef may be bought for the value of three 
farthings a pound, mutton and pork in proportion and bread-about.one fixth part 
of its ufual price with us in ENGLAND. —_ gg 


‘Tue russtans, though not the acuteft lawyers, underftand how to torture 
words, and make them fay what was never intended. My, poperosnoz’, by fome 
omiffion or ambiguity, now left me at the mercy of the goft-mafters, as it was fu 
worded as to fignify either‘poft-kortes or YAMSHEEKS%.. "Ve -pafled by KRESTIKOT, 
and went forty werftstorsacorF. The eth.  Laft night the axle-tree of my own 
waggon broke: the RUSSIAN vehicles, unlefs made by exprefs-commillion, are very 
fubject to fuch accidents. This day we arrived at VaLpal, where is a confiderable 
monaftery, firuated on a little ‘Mand formed by the adjacent. lake : the town is tne 
property of the monaftery. The inhabitants are moftly the defcencents of the 
poLEs, who were brought here as prifoners in former wars,. But the diftinétion is 
now almott loft. The drefs of the women is neater, and their perfons are more 
comely than in general thofe of the Russian peafants; but their exceffive laughter, 
and painted faces, greatly diminifh the external charms which nature has beftowed 
on them. ‘The country is very hilly, and affords many pleafant profpects. VE- 
wus feems to have had here a more peculiar refidence from the feveral amorous 
fongs which the RUSSIANS hold in great efteem, in. gelation to the icenes of delight 
which this place affords; though the more refined parts of love, are hardly to be 

| | _ found 


+ Order for horges. ¢ Horfes for which two copecks a wertt are paid in this place. 
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found among the prefent inhabitants. Here we procured horfes for one copeek 
and a quarter a werit, each-horfe. 


Tue 16th by noon we had advanced ninety-nine wertfts to VISHNEIVOLOCHOQUE’ 
here we took horfes for one hundred and thirty werfts. The next day, paffing over 
feveral branches of the msra and TWERSA, we reached TWERE, where | came up 
with my caravan of cloth, . Great complaints were made by the ISWOSHICKS ', of 
the badnefs of the roads, infomuch that my fear of its not reaching Persia that 
_ ‘year encreafed:; therefore inftead of one horfe to each load, I ofdered two, and 
promifed to divide fomethin e confiderable among the Carriers, if they exerted them- 
ielves to the utmott of :their ftrength and ability. : oe, : 


__ AND now we are upon this fubje€t, before | proceed further, perhaps it may af- 
. ford fome eratification to the curious, to be informed in what manner caravans ufu- 
ally travel in this country. | 





CHAP xi 


The belt manner of ordering caravans in Russta, and bow- they are generally 
| | conduced. 


N russia, carriages for mérchandize are drawn only by one horfe. Thefe ve. 
hicles are nine or ten feet long, and two or three broad, and are principally 
conipofed of two ftrong poles, fu pported by four wheels.of near an equal fize, and 
about as high as the fore’ wheels of our ordinary coaches, but made very flizht : 
many of the rounds of the wheels are of a fingle piece of wood, and open in one part 


for. near an inch; and-fome of them are not fhod with iron. 


Tue firft care is to Y@p the bales as high as the cart will admit, on a bed of matts | 
of the thickeft fort*, Hefides the Original package, which is calculated to ftand 
the weather, the bales are ufually covered with very thick maits, and over thefe 
other matts are laid, to prevent the friction of the rones ; lafily, there is another 
covering of mates, in the want of raw cow hides, which are always bett to defend 
the goods from rain, or from the fnow, which, when it meirs, is yet more pene- 
trating. Each bale is fealed up by the cuftom-houfe with a leaden feel, to prevent’ 
its being opened on the road, or any of the goods vended in the country, that is, 
when they are intended for PERSIA. oe Be 


In St. Peresreure, from whence the pririsn caravans always (rt out, it is ne- 
ceflary to provide a wip1s', which mutt be carried to the cufom houfe of ASTRA- 
CHAN, and allo pafiports for the people that attend the caravan. ‘The manner o¢ 

- - er | procuring 
_ * Carriers, ' The russians éall thefe matts loobkas and finofkas, © * A cuitom 
houfe permit. 7 7 


Vou, I. I 
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procuring horfes is to agree with one or more PODERATCHICKS *, who provide for. 
the whole caravan, in the fummer feafon, at the rate of one ruble a pood”, for the 
carriage from St. PETERSBURG tO ZARITZEN, which is near eighteen hundred werits 5 _ 
and in winter it is only forty copeeks*. Thefe waggons ufually carry from twelty- 
five to thirty poods, On every agreement of this kind, the crown receives a duty 
of ten per cent. but the carriers are not very fcrupulous in regard to the declaration | 
of the exact price. — | : 


As this duty is by agreement ufually paid by the mafter carrier, he takes out 4 
 CHAMATAVOL YERLIQUE”, and having part of the money advanced, he provides 
the carriers, and every thing neceflary for the journey. | And here a zaPts 7 is of ex- 
cellent ufe to keep thefe people in order, for by this they oblige themfelves to watch 
the goods at night, and preferve them as much as pofiibie from fire, water, and 
thieves; but in the laft cafe, little dependance ought to be made on them, either 
for courage or for arms. On this account the conduétor of the caravan (who with. 
us inthe Britiss trade was generally a foreigner) ought to tare particular care of 
this regiftered bond; for the carriers, being uneafy at the reflraint it lays them under, 
will fometimes attempt to fteal it from him while he is alleep. 0 


Spring and autumn are very bad feafons for travelling, as my caravan at this 
time experienced. There is a law in force made in favor of the carriers, by which- 
any contract for tranfporting merchandize in the winter becomes null and void, if 
the roads are broke up by a thaw, and thereby rendered impracticable to travel in 
fledges, in which cafe the carriers have the liberty of taking out their horfes, and 
Jeaving a caravan in any town they can mott eafily reach. The conduétors of cara- 
‘vans generally chufe to lodge in villages, a few miles wide of Mosco. If they 
-come into the city, ‘the goods muft be houfed in the GosTINADWORE ", OF pay three 
copeeks a load, the fame as if they had been houfed. There is no neceifity ta 
make any ftay in this city, except to regifter the clearances, or to gratify the 
‘carriers, who are'too fond of the fpirit of corn to pais great towns without their 
fill of it. | os : ' 


Ap NovocuopERSK AJA, a frontier garrifon towards the'bon cossacks, they exa- 
mine the CHAMATAVOL YERLIQUE, already mentioned. The officers, in order to 
extort a prefent, ufually make great difficulties ; but when they are reminded, that 
according to the treaty of commerce with the sriTisu crown, and the EMPRESS'S 
regulations of trade, a dollar is due for every hour of illegal detention, they {oon 
become reconciled to the acceptance of a loaf of fugar, ora few bottles of brandy; 

and fuffer the caravan to proceed. : . 


Tue caravans generally fet out about twelve, both in the night and day, except 
in the heat of fummer. In the winter, between St, PETERSBURG and Mosco, they 
ufually travel feventy werfts in twenty-four hours®; but from MOSCO tO ZARITZEN, 


only . 


®t Mafter carriers. w 36 lb, ENGLISH. | x Which is equal to 19 } pence per ftone of 
14 lbs, eNGLISH, for 1260 ENCLISH miles in fummer, but in winter not quite 8 pence per itone, 
y A certain clearance fo called, | z A regiftered bond. — * Public warehoules, © 


» Forty-ieven miles ENGLISH. 
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only forty or fifty werfts: in fummer their flages are fhorter. Great part of the 
lait mentioned road being through an uninhabited country, makes the carriers 
cautious not to jade their horfes, Every time they fet out, the conduétor ought | 
to count the loads. When heceffity requires that the caravan fhould be drawn within 
fences or into yards, the heads of the waggons ought to ftand towards the door in 
a regular order, and a guard, who will keep a better watch than an Ordinary carrier, 
fhould be fet over it: for want of this precaution, whole caravans in russ1a have 
been fometimes confumed by fire. It is moft eligible to ftop in the feld, where the 
‘ufual method is to form the Carriages into a ring, and bring the horfes as well as’ 
the men within it, always obierving to keep in fuch a pofition as belt to prevent 
an attack, or repulfe anenemy. The KHALMUCKS on the banks of the vorca are 
ever ready to embrace an opportunity of plundering and: deftroying paffengers ; 
therefore, when there is any occafion to travel on thofe banks, which fhould be 
avoided as much as poffible, an advanced guard of at leaft four cossacxs is of 
great ule; efpecially to patrole in the night. It is not often pratifed, but I found 
It indifpenfably neceflary when I travelled on thofe banks, as I fhall have occafion 
to relate. a | | | 


A HUNDRED carriages take up two thirds of a mile in length; fo that when no 
horfeman is at hand to fpread the alarm, the rear might be ealily carried of. They 
have not even a trumpet, horn, or other inftrument for this purpofe ;. they truft in 
providence, and think any'care of this kind unneceflary, though the negleé has 
fometimes proved of fatal confequence, | 


By the time the caravans, which fet out in the winter, ufually arrive at zarit- 
ZEN, the voLGA becomes very dangerous; for which reafon goods are houfed there 
till the waters are open. From astracHan they feldom venture to travel on the ice 
after january. It muft be obferved, that to fave the fhipping feafon, either on the 
BALTIC or the Caspian fea, itis fometimes neceflary to make loads only of fifteen 
poods for a fingle horfe; but the hire of the horfes is then eftimated near the fame, 
as if it was twenty-fivecods. Another way, which I experienced, isto hire double 
horfes to twenty-five 7! 4s, which faves many days, and was the caufe that my ca- 
ravan got jafe into Persia, when another, which fet out a week fooner from St. 
‘PETERSBURG, wintered in ASTRACHAN. : 


_ Iv is neceffary to fend previous advice to ZARITZEN, that a veffel may be provided 
by the time you arrive there. Thofe veffels which carry three thoufand poods*, are 
as large as is confiftent with fafety and difpatch to go down the voLca to ASTRACH AN. 
They coft from fixty to a hundred rubles ", and confidering how ill they are put to- 
gether, fometimes prove very dear. They require fifteen or twenty hands to navi- 
gate them, of whom half ought to be foldiers. in order to ferve as a convoy againtt 
robbers: of thefe I thall have occafion to {peak more at large. 


I wave been the more minute in this relation, as my intention js to preferve a re-. 
membrance of the manner in which this branch of commerce was Conducted in all its 


feveral parts, | 
° T2 CHAP, 


© About forty-five tons, Twelve to eighteen pounds, 
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C H A P. XIV. 


A defcription of TWERE, and of the great road made by the command of PETER the 
GREAT from St. PETERSBURG fo Mosco, Tbe author arrives at Mosco. AA foort 


defcription of that city. 


O return to twee. It is avery ancient city, but of no beauty; the largeft 

and beft ftruéture was then building for the ufe of the civil officers of the go- 
vernment. This place ftands on both fides of the rweRsa, which runs into, or is 
rather a branch of the great river vorca. Another large branch of that river runs 
about fouth-weft to voLoDIMEROFF, and from thence northwardly for many miles, | 
terminating in a little lake; fo that in this place, as well as in many others, the. 
voLca feems to be a rich mine of gold to the RUSSIAN empire. — | 


- ‘Twere is a great rendezvous for merchants who trade to the towns on the banks. 
of the votca. In the ordinary courfe of the year, here is not a depth of twenty, 
inches water: yet in the months of april and may, this river receives fuch vaft foods 
from the melting of the now as raifes the water to ten or eleven feet. Large fae 
botromed veflels of two hundred tons take this opportunity of paffing to and from 
ASTRACHAN, and other places; the trade to persia being fomctimes carried on by 
the fame channel. ‘They bring here great quantities of rock falt, caviare, and fith ; 
and carry back bale goods, corn, meal, and all kinds of groceries, performing the 
voyage in fixteen or twenty days. | a 


Te roth we arrived at kin, which is a very avreeable place, near a fmall branch 
of the river KLrazmA. Paffing through PIESK1z, KLUSENO, PETROWSKOI, and 
- other {mail villages, we travelled eighty-foar werfts, and the next day we arrived at 
mosco, the metropolis of the Russian empire. 


 Amonc other ereat works of that immortal prince peter J. he caufed a road to 
be cut from St. PETERSBURG, intending to make the whole diftance of feven hun- 
dred and thirty-four werfts *, in a direct line and perfpective , but it 1s not entirely 
compleated, nor is the part performed exactly on the original plan. Vaft forefts 
of firrs, birch, and other trees, were cut through, and a paflage made over moraf- 
fes, which till then was thought impoffible to be accomplithed. Immenfe cuanti- 
ties of timber were hewn down, ditches were made, and the earth thrown up and 
-Jevelled, upon which ftrait firrs, their furfaces being firft made plain, were laid 
clofe to each other, thefe are fupported by a foundation of the fame kind of timber, 
and the ends in the center, for it is compofed of two trees, and on both fides, are 
fecured by crofs timbers. This bridge, or road of timber, is carried, according as 
the land requires it, for about one hundred and fifty wertts. Formerly the timber 
way was much longer, but as the lands grow drier, it becomes the lefs necerary. 
| - 7 . Even 


¢ Four hundred and eighty-feven miles ENGLISH. | 
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Even for this extent of one hundred and fifty werfts, allowing one tree with -ano- | 
ther to be nine inches diameter, and the Jength twenty-three feet £, and fuppofinge 
the foundation and fides to be only half fo many more as the bridge is compoted of, 
and the road to be forty-fix feet wide, here is an expence of two million one hun- 
dred thouland trecs. But befides thefe, there are on the fides of the road, great 
quantities of timber cut down, which had never been ufed. 


On my arrival I was received with great hofpitality by Mr. jouw Tamesz, who 
by his fkill and induftry as a merchant and manufacturer, has acquired a preat 
reputation. His fabric appeared as a little town, having about four hundred 
looms, which employs more than one thoufand hands in making fail-cloth, fheet-. 
Ings, ravenducks and drillings, : 


Moseo is in the latitude of 55>, 40, and is built in fome meafure after the gafts- 
ern manner, having not many regular ftreets, but a great number of houfes with: 
gardens. Its circumference i3 about fixteen ENGLISH miles. The river MOSKWA, 
which runs throuch it, and joins the occa ‘near KOLUMNA, makes many wind.. 
ings, which add a very ftriking beauty to the city; but in the fummer it is in fe-- 
veral places thallow and unnavigable. The feveral eminences, groves of trees, 
gardens and lawns interfperfed, form the mot pleafing profpects, and enliven the 
imagmation. The frequent dreadful fires with which this city has beert affliéted, - 
have hardly left houfs to accommodate the emprefs’s retinue * without diftreffing" 
her people; infomuch, that this princefs has been prevented from taking thar: 
delight in it which the fituation of the place affords. Befides, here are no palaces: 
comparable to thofe of St, prrrrss VEC, PETERHOFF and CZARSKOIZELO, the im-: 
perial palace in this city, being remarkable for {carce any thing elfe than its having : 
thirty chapels, and a very lofty hanging garden: In’ many parts it appears rather. - 
like a prifon than a royal palace. “The number of chirches and chapels in mos- 
co, is hardly within belief ;. they are eftimated above cighteen hundred, but many 
of them are very mean gMoil of the paintings in them were done when this art 
Was in its infancy. 


Tue moft remarkable thing I faw, is the great bell, which is indeed ftupendous, 
and furprizes equally on account of its fize, and ‘the folly of thofe who caufed 
it to be made: but the RUSSIANS, for time immemorial, have had a ftrange am- 
bition of this kind. The bell in queftion weighing near twelve theufind three 
hundred and twenty-feven poods!, was caft in the reign of the late emprefs awn, 
the found of it rather amazed and deafened, than delighted the inhabitants. It 
coft avery great fums for cvery one, ambitious to contribute towards it, threw 
fome gold or filver into the furnaces, which were four in number; thefe furnaces 
had cocks, which let of the metal into the mould. ‘he geometrical dimenficns. 

| | Oo are 


' They are from fix to twelve inches diameter, being of differcnt fizes, and in lenoth twenty to 
twenty-five feet. The road is the length of two trees broad. -. SO 
* The removal of the court to MOfco occafions fuch a confux of people, that Thave been affured 
no lefs than eighty thoufand pailperts for mosco have been delivered in St. PETERSBURG in the {pace 
of a few months, - * Four hundred and forty-three thonfand foven hundred and feventy -twe Ib. 
ENGLISH, Value at three fhillings, is fixty-five thoufand fix hundred and ci ghty-one pounds, 
a . . a o> 
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‘are as in the plate annexed. This bell was now ina pit, over which it had been 
hung; but the beam which fupported it being burnt, on occafion of a great fire, 
it gave way, and the fall made a breach in it as exprefied. : | 


Tre waters of the MosKWA are not-efteemed. | In fome feafons agues are pre- 
dominant in this city, but in general the climate 1s good. Being in the heart of 
the empire, it is the grand refidence of that part of the nobility which is not ob- 
liged to follow the court; and it 1s particularly inhabited by the chief merchants 
and manufacturers. ‘Vhis city having for many ages frequently fuffered by dread 
ful fires*, which have {wept away feveral choufand houfes at a time, it would be 
amazing that they fhould ftil continue to build with wood, were it not that the 

- cheapneis of this kind of building, and the poverty of many of the inhabitants, 
render it neceflary. By a late decree of the russian fenate; the wood houfes are 

‘jimited to certain quarters of the city; in all other places they are ordered to be re- 

Built with brick and ftone. It is the cuftom in RUSSIA TO build very faft, and with-. 

out proper attention to the quality of the materials. Mosco has beeh more than 
once ravaged by the TARTARS and POLES; it yet fhows many ancient works of 
defence, but the prefent pacific ftate of this country renders the fortifications lefs 
an object of regard. | oo 


Berore we leave Mosco, it is neceffary to obferve, that there remain many traces 
of the antient RUSSIAN cuftoms, which are hardly to be feen in St. PETERSBURG, this 
lait city being in fome degree confidered as another country: thofe who have a 
fuperftitious reverence for antiquity, look on it alfo with jealoufy mixed with 
contempt, as being more modern than Mosco. The RUSSIANS In general preferve 
a preat fhare of the fimplicity of their forefathers; they chufe the appellations of 
father and mother, as expreffions of refpect, as well as real affinity. Modern 
refinements, which in fome countries have rendered it unpolite for a fon to call his 
father by that endearing name, 1s little known- among them. In the politett 
correfpondences of friendfhip or acquaintance, 2 man’s chriftian name with that | 
‘of his father’s, as youn the fon of THOMAS, without any other addition, is deemed 
the moft refpectful addrefs. My caravan being at length arrived, I gave the ne~ 
ceflary directions, and haitened its departure. rs 


- k& Mosco 1s faid tovhave fuffered, within thefe twenty years, the lofs of above thirty theufand < 


houfes. It is remarkable, that the fire which happened in 1752, in two hours time was carried tothe — 
extent of two ENGLISH miles, - | | | 7 ee 
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CH A P XV. 


The authcr leaves mosco and purjues bis journey, he enters TARTARY, deferibes 
ihe manners of the cossacxs, and arrives at ZARITZEN on the banks of the 
VOLGA. | 


AVING repaired our vehicles, and provided fuch things as were thought 

neceflary, the 24th of feptember we left mosco. The weather was now be- . 
come more fott and pleafant. We travelled fouthward to STRELKOWA, NEIKITS- 
KOI, BORISOWSKOI, and other fmall villages, not far from the weftern banks of 
the occa. The country is hilly, but abounding in arable lands, and adorned 
with a beautiful variety of groves. Here we met fome swepisu prifoners return- 
ing to their own country. : 


Tue 25th at night..we. arrived at KOLUMNA, eighty werfts from mosco. This 
is one of the cities of the beft appearance in this part of the world, having many 
{tone and brick buildings, and a good wall: it has alfo feveral turrets of a very 
irregular figure, yct being covered with guded tin, they make a good appearance. 
After pafling the occa, I found the country very pleafant; their horfes were now 
feeding on the rye jut {prouting from the earth. 


Tue 26th, being advanced to PERISLAWL R JAZANSKo1, J found myfelf in. ano- 


ther climate, for the harveft was fut yet gathered in. The roads are for the moft 
part very good; the country has. not much wood, but is delightfully. watered, 
he poverty of the people ‘jis great, as appears by the houfes of the peafants, 
Which are covered with ftraw, in a. manner that declares their ignorance even of 
thatching. Their language and-:drefs had fome remarkable: difference from thofe 
of the more northern russrans. Twas furprized to behold fo fine a country, at 
the fmall diftance of two hundred wertts from the metropolis, with fuch an ap- 
pearance of indigence: but fone lords are fuch bad ceconomitts, that they defeat 
their own end, by not only refufing to affift. their vaffals, but in a great mea- 
lure obftructing their induftry,. thre’ 4 rapacious impatience of gain, before 
the peafants feel the fweets of their Tabeur; Such a conduct mutt naturally be 
productive of indolence, i 


Tue 27th, the weather and the road continued extremely pleafant. Being in- 
formed that a gang of fixty robbers had the fame day we pafied the occa, com- 
mitted {everal robberies on that river and its banks, we were folicitous to get for- 
ward as much as poffible out of their reach. ; | 


Tue 28th, rain coming on, obftruéted our way fo much that we could not 
travel above half fo faft as in dry weather. We were now in an open fertile country, 


but the people fo poor that many of their wzsses * confifted only of one room, 
about 


* Cottages fo called, 
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about five or fix yards fquare, which is often deftined to contain fix or eight people 
of both fexes. The inhabitants, who are not numerous in thefe parts, are not 


' wery referved with regard to the ordinary confequences of fuch cohabitations. 


Tue 29th, having travelled three hundred werfts from KOLUMNA, We arrived at 
KosLove. This city has a wall of earth, and fome wooden turrets, ‘which ferv- 
ed as a defence againft the invafions of the rarTars in former times, It ftands 
on 2 little branch of the river VORONITZ, called pesnor voroniTz, Here we 
paid only half a copeek ° a werlt for each horfe. | : 


Tue goth, we travelled feventy wertts farther, to the city of TamBove, which 
is a mean place... Here. they demanded one copeck a werft for each horfe; the 
peafants..camplained of the exaétions of the officers and foldiers who had lately 
marched that way for asTRacHAN and the pixs1an frontiers. | 


Octosrr the 1ft, we entered the step. The inhabitants who are neareft to it 
often manure fome traéts of land, by burning the grafs, which erows tO a great 
length. In places which are not burnt, provender is found even in ‘the winter 
feafon; for by feraping away-the inow, the cattle feed on the half perifhed grafs. 
Wre overtook a caravan of forty loads“of EuRorzanw goods, going to ZARITZEN, 
the property of ARMENIAN merchants. The 2d, we arrived at NOVOCHOPERSKAJA, 
the proper boundary of Russia, onthe river cHoperR, Whititfalls into the pon. 
This place is the RUSSIAN frontier towards the pon cossacks; Wi -fortified with 
palifades, a dry moat, and a rampart on which fome fmall pieces of artillery are 
mounted: it is almoft furrounded by a pleafant grove of oaks. IL he adjacent 
country is very delightful, and the roads exceeding good. The 3d, we travelled 
moft part of the night on the banks of the cHOPER, where there are feveral mills 
for corn; the country is very thin of inhabitants, and thofe only on the weftern 
banks. Leaving MrcHaiLove, we pafled through GoRozANSsK and KHOTOSKAJA, 
rwo cossack towns, and arrived the next day at URJUPIN, @ COSSACK village, 
one hundred werfts from NOVOCHCPERSKAJA. Here I found the people very 
clean; and well cloathed: the women are gay and comely ; their heads are adorn- 
ed with a cap, rifing from. their forehead about efht inches,’ with two points in 
form of a'crefcent, and their fhifes are ornaménted with a red créfs. Unmarried 
women wear their hair plaiced behind, - after the Russian manner. | 


Tue cossacks are a fpecies of TARTARS; their name fignifies free-booters, but 
in thefe parts they are civilized, and faithful to the RUSSIAN government, 
which, by an excellent: policy, is indulgent to them. Thus they are ready when 
called on, to attend the Russ1tan army, and bring with ‘them ufually each man 
two horfes. Upon thefe occafions they are well cloathed, and accoutred at their 
own expence. They receive no pay, eXcept in time of war, when they are actual- 
ly employed, and then only fix rubles a year, with rovifion and plunder; yet 
being exempt from taxes, they have no provocation to | orfake their mafters. “Tvhey 
| are 


A farthing. 
4 


a 
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are a very gallant as well as fober people, and fome of them are faid to poffets one 
thoufand fheep, and three hundred cows. 


We faw little more, for three days, than land and iky, except fome woods and 
mountains to the eaftward, which gave pleafure in Proportion to the abfence of 
other objects, There are prodigious flichts of blue Pigeons, of which we killed 
as many as we could confume. ‘Fhe poft huts on the srep could not always 
fupply us with a fufficient number of horfes, fo that Where any inhabitants 
could be found within fix or eight miles from the road, we were more than once 
obliged to fend out for them. Paffing the cuoprer and the DON, we advanced, 
in five days and nights, near five hundred * werlts from urjupin, having met 
with very few inhabitants. A¢ length we arrived at CRIGORISKOI, which forms a 
kind of peninfula. Here they take a great quantity of crawfth, efpecially in 
fpring, at which time the fleth is moft efteemed: when they are pounded and 
mixed with water, the eyes fink to the bottom, Quantities of thefe eyes are 
fent into TURKEY, and other countries, being well known to be ufed in medicines, 
Their houfes, or rather huts, are buile of oak plank; but fo little provident 
are they of timber, that the bench | fat upon was hewn with an ax, and near 
three inches thick. Fith and fowl of all kinds are in great plenty. They marry 
very young ; I had fome difcourfe with a boy of fifteen, who was engaged to a 
girl of the fame age. 


Tue gth, the fun was yet warm and the weather delightful. This morning: 
we arrived under the lines which are thrown up from the poy" to the vores, for 
the diftance of about fifty werfts, The ditch jc near fixteen feet deep, but not 
made entirely {quare. There ic a bank of earth near twenty feet hich, with a 
{trong timber rail towards the top. Sentry boxes are placed at certain diftances, 
from which the guard can communicate an alarm to the chief garrifon, zarrr- 
ZEN, Which terminates the line. on the weftern banks of the VOLGA. On the 
plains in this neighbourheod they feed dromedaries, which are not unlike camels. 
On this fpot alfo perer tHE GREAT intended to join the pon and the VOLGA, and 
the canal was actually begun for that purpoie. By this means a communication 
would have been opened with TURKEY, and the czar might have attacked that 
empire with fhips built on the VOLGA, where the materials are in great abundance: 
but this undertaking proved very dificult from the hardnets of the {oil. Befides, 
as it was found practicable to build thips on the DON, this ‘and other weighty rea- 
fons prevented the execution of the defign, a | | 


THE KOoBAN TaRTARs were {ome years ago very formidable in this part of the 
world. The river kuMa *, Which difembogues itfelf into the CASPIAN, now lerves 
as a barrier to thefe people, who are kept in awe by the Russians. Not long 
fince, they made incurfions, and carried Of the inhabitants of whole villages, . 

7 | | with 


™ Three hundred and fifty four miles, " Ancient ranats. 
° The Kama, with which this is fometimes confounded, runs into the VoLGA, near CASAN. 
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with all their cattle ; but they dare not make their-appearance at prefent, except 
in {mall parties, who fometimes break through the lines and carry off horfes, 
which is their grand allurement, as they ferve for food as well as for ordinary 
ules. | | | 


Tuoven the incurfion of the TARTARS was generally mentioned as a trivial 
matter with regard to our new trade; yet the KHALMUCKS, 4 little. before my 
arrival, had the boldnefs to rob a caravan, in which was a fum of copper money, ~ 
belonging to the crown, intended for the garrifon of zariTzEn: they alfa killed 


and wounded feveral {oldiers who guarded it. 


CHAP. 
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dies are thus devoured by any number exceeding fix, they think honorably of the 
ftate of the deceafed ; otherwife he is a difgrace to his relations. I could not learn 
thaf they have any perfuafion of the immortality of the foul; for the honor derived 
from the number of dogs vhich devour the body, rather feems to regard the repu- 
tation of the dead amoneft the living, than any opinion concerning the happy or 
miferable ftate of the foul of the deceafed. 


Trey worfhip images, which generally confift of a fmall bit of wood about a palm 
in length; the upper part of it being rounded, is adorned with fome rude marks 
to refemble human features ; the figure being thus prepared, is drefled up with a 
few rags, It is horrid to the imagination, that any creature bearing the form of 
human nature, fhould be funk into fuch blindnefs, as to pay divine honors to fo 
bafe a reprefentation; though indeed the difference of this and any other image- 
worfhip does not feem to be very great. Their fupreme deity is the DELLI LAMA, . 
In fine weather and profperous feafons, they carefs thefe ragged deities, but treat 
them very ill when the. contrary happens’: and here it ought to be remarked, 
that the eye oblerves the externals of a religion, but to arrive at mens hearts is no 
vulgar tafk, efpecially where the ignorance of barbarous languages obitructs all fa- 
miliar correfpondency. The many violericgs:committed by thefe barbarians, at. 
length induced the rnussrAN government to Gomipel them to take up their habitations 
on the banks of the votca, below astRacHAN, where they have a lefs field for 
robbery and murder, though here alfo they tranfgrefs, as I fhall have occafion to 
relate. | 


Haviwe letters of recommendation to KaLzorr, the commandant of ZARITZEN, 
I was kindly received; but upon fuch occafions it is neceffary to prefent fome 
FRENCH brandy, fugar, or the like, as an earneft for protection. Colonel BEAUSO- 
BRE, and another FRENCHMAN, who was an officer in the russian fervice, made 
acquaintance with me, and were extremely polite and obliging. News was jut 
then arrived, that the infpector of the cuftoms, attended by four foldiers, in com- 
ing ftom asTRACHAN, had been murdered by the knatmucxs : thefe FRENCH off- 
cers however affured me I might go down the vorca without danger, alledging 
that the TarTars of every denomination were kept in 1¢bjection to the RussIAN 
government ; and that the murder of the infpector and his men, was a confequence 
of their rafhnefs in attempting to fteal fome of the kHatmvucxs children. I told 
them, I was the more amazed at fuch an enterprize, as children two or three years 
old, had been offered me by the KHaLMucks for two rubles a head. - 


Tue colonel hearing that I was going to persia, fpoke much of NADIR SHAH, 
who had given great alarms on that fide, when he was laft winter in the neighbour- 
hood of perBEND; infomuch that a body of eighteen thoufand russians. had been 
ordered to ASTRACHAN and kizLarR, Heobtferved further, that the cold was then fo 
intenfe, that on fome days eighty men died, many for want of brandy, and many for 

| drink- 


* Ihave been well informed, that the rontucuezss feamen often give St, anruony thelafh, wher 
the winds are crofs to them, 
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drinking too much ; bat the greater part, by the unavoidable confequences of a la- 
borious march in fo rigid a feafon. 


I now employed myfelf in procuring a proper veffel to convey my caravan’ to 
ASTRACHAN, and had the good fortune to find one which was jutt arrived with four 
hundred bags of four. The beft proof that the could bear a burthen, was that 
of feeing her loaded. This however gave me no great fatisfaction, for I. was ex. 
tremely fhocked to fee on what flight embarkations my friends were obliged to truft 
their valuable effe@s, in the Navigation of a river full of fhelves and trees, which 
accidentally falling into the water, fink, and become as dangerous as rocks; an ex= 
perience which we had that very fummer made by a rich cargo of {ilk that was much 
damaged, and in imminent danger of being entirely loft, The reader wil] Imagine 
that forty rubles * cannot purchafe a good veflel ; however this price procured the 
beft I could find. Their decks are only loofe pieces of the bark-of trees ; they 
have no knees, and but few beanis.: hardly any pitch or tar is ufed; in place of it 
are long flips of bark, which they hail over the gaping feams, to prevent the loof 
afid bad erie from falling out. Inftead of tron bolts, they have {pikes of deal 


aor 
= 


with round: heads. The method of keeping them clear of water, is by a large fcoop 
which is fufpended by the beam over the well-way, and through a fcuttle at a pro- 
per height they fcoop out the water with great facility. N otwithitanding thefe 
vefiels appeared as fo many wrecks, the trade carried on by means of them is very. 
confiderable. The ARMENIANS fometimesaload goods on large barks, which are. 
from two to three hundred tons, at the rate of fifty copeeks per bale. 


AFTER giving the neceflary inftru€tions with regard to the convoy of my caravan, 
we prepared tor our own voyage down the votca: for this purpofe we bought 
two boats, to be navigated each by five pourtacks * and my own attendants, 
with an addition of fix foldiers as a convoy. Tho’ I had received fuch allurances 
of fafety, prudence fuggefted to me that we could not gain, but might lofe confide- 
rably by too much confidence 3 and experience confirmed this to me 


Ir was here I had firft an Opportunity of hearing the hiftory of the vo.ea and. 
CASPIAN pirates, particularly of thofe who commit murders and robberies on this _ 
great river. According to the fundamental law of the government in Russia, the 
people are in a ftate of valialage, and @ne mancan call another his property by vir- 
tue of his purchafe, or bya nght of inheritance. - According to this law, no vas- 
SAL Can leave the lands of his lord without permiffion given, and fignified by a 
pafiport, the term of which feldom extends above a year or two. When the time 
is expired, the vassar mut return home, no matter how far off, or how great his 
poverty, torenew his pafiport and receive his lord’s cemmands, unlefs by any par- 
ticular indulgence, he can obtain a renewal of it by writing to his friends. Thete 
pafiports are generally regiftered in the towns or villages where the VASSAL refides, 
and great care is taken by the ponice to fee this executed: by this means, and likes 
wife by making it necelfary to take pafiports before they quit the place, the poxice 
knows the cOndition and number of the inhabitants, "A regifter is made-alfo of 
foreigners 


’ Eight pounds, * Watermen {0 called, 
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foreioners tefiding in every place in the empire, who are obliged to make a report 
~ of themfelves and their dometticks. Hence it comes that there is no country in the 
world of fuch valt extent, where thieves and murderers can be more calily difcover- 
ed, and where they are more frequently apprehended. 


_Amonc vatt numbers of common people, it 1s not to be imagined, but by acci- 
dent or wilful neglect, fome of them will violate the law with regard to thefe pafl 
ports. Being thus rendered obnoxious to punifhment, the wortt of them grow de- 
{perace; and though the number of fuch perfons was much greater in lefs civilized 
times than the prefent, yet many, to this day, turn robbers by land and water, 
chufing the great rivers near vaft tracts of uninhabited counties, where upon OCCa- 
fion they can the more ealily efcape. The feverities of the mafters of fifheries near 
the mouths of the yaEk and VOLGA, alfo tempt their vaflais to turn pirates: when- 
ever they are warmly purfued, or diftreffed for a fupport, they run their vefiels 
afhore, turn mahommedans, and put themfelves under the protection of the PER- 
stans. Thefe robbers often go in gangs of thirty, forty, and fometimes eighty 
perfons, in row-boats which carry from twenty to thirty hands: they equip them- 
‘olyes with fire-arms, and their general practice 1s to board immediately ; but where 
a fierce refiftance is apprehended, they feldom attack. 


Tue ARMENIAN merchants formerly fent their goods from ARGHANGEL tO SAR A- 
“torr, and when the icene of trade was changed from ARCHANGEL tO St. PETERS- 
purG, they went frora thence either to TWERE OF SARATOFF, according to the fea- 
fon of the year, and there embarked on the voica, this being 4 more eafy and 
cheap conveyance ; but the frequency of robberies at length determined them fo 
convey their caravans tO ZARITZEN, @s making fo much the fhorter tract down the 
voLca. Few of the russtan merchants tranfport any cargo of value down this 
river without a convoy. Thele robbers appear moftly in the fpring, when the 
banks of the voica being overflowed, they have a greater Geld, and can the more 
eafily efcape a purfuit. 77 he foldiers who are occafionally fent after them, are or- 
dered to take them alive; from an apprehenfion that 2 latitude to kill might fub- 
jet the innocent to great inconveniencies, through a miftake which a flrong temp- 
tation to plunder would fometimes create in a foldier’s breaft. 


THE ARMENIANS are generally intrepid, and fight bravely in defence of their 
property; but the BOURLACKS who navigate the VOLGA are fo extremely intimidat- 
ed by thefe robbers, that as foon as they appear, they generally ;behave like men 
ftruck with a panic, and even afcribe to them an irrefiftible power, derived from an 
infernal fpirit. Formerly their custom in thefe cafes was to fall on their faces, as 
{oon as required by the robbers, and fuffer them to plunder at pleafure, not daring 
to look up, left it fhould coft them their lives. The mafter of the veffel, or the 
merchant, being thus at their mercy, 1s happy if he efcapes with his life; for thefe 
villains have feldom any fentiments of humanity to a man of a fuperior rank ; but 
if he attempts to defend himfelf in hopes of bringing his people to the charge, he 
may be fure, if conquered, of being” barbaroully murdered, ‘The fame conduct 
which thefe pirates obferve on the VOLGA, they have been accuftomed to alfo on the 


casPIAn fea, but much leis of late years than formerly. 
| &§ As 
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As their cruelties are very great, fo is the punifhment infliGed on them when 
they are taken. A float is built, in fize according to the number of the delinquents, . 
and a gallows erected on it, to contain a fufficient number of iron: hooks, on which 
they are hung alive by the ribs. The float is launched into the ftream, with labels 
over their heads fignifying their crimes ; and orders are given to the inhabitants of 
all towns and villages on the borders of the river, upon pain of death, not oniy 
to afford no relief to any of thefe wretches, but to puth off the float, fhould ic land 
near them. Sometimes their partners: in wickednefs meet them, and, if ‘there are 
any figns of life, take them down, otherwife they fhoot them dead; but if ‘they are 
catched in thefe acts of illegal mercy, they are hung up without the ceremony of a 
trial, as happened about eight years ago. They tell of one of thefe mifcreants, 
who had the fortune to difengape himfelf from the hook, and though naked, and 
trembling with pain and lofs of blood, he got afhore. The firft object he faw who 
could afford him any relief, was a~poor fhepherd, whofe brains he beat out with a 
ftone, and then took his:cloaths. ‘Thefe malefa¢tors fometimes hang thus three, 
four, and fome five days alive. The pain generally produces a raving fever, in 
which they utter the moft horrid imprecations, and implore the relief of water, or 
other fmall liquors. | : 


Iv is time now to refume my own ftory. The rath of october, I fent letters to 
my friends, by meffengers who are appointed to attend a box of. grapes, which is 
fent from ASTRACHAN to the EMPRESS’s court every three days during the feafon. 
It is carried by two horfes, fupported in the manner of a litter. The grapes are 
preferved in fand, but at beft are ill worth the expence of the conveyance for twelve 
hundred EnciisH miles, 


Flavine given all neceffary orders for the fpeedy conveyance of my caravan, as 
foon as it fhould, arrive at zarrTzzNn, I took my leave of colonel sEausoBRE, and 
my other new acquaintance. . The colonel told me, that I muft expect to find per- 
sta more than half ruined by civil war, and that he was glad wapir was at fuch a 
diftance from Russia, as to create no alarm on this fide of the country. 


Tuer wind being at north eaft, we put off the fhore. The ftern part of my boat 
was covered with matts, fo that I could fleep in it prote@ed from the weather, 
which now began to be very cold." I took apart of the foldiers with me, that if 
by any accident our convoy fhould be feparated from us, we might have fome 
aififtance. 1 was furprized to fee the banks of the river marked near twenty feet 
above the water, but the boatmen affured me that the water rofé in the {pring to 
‘that height. The wind blowing hard, we were obliged-to bring to, running 
behind a little ifand, of which the river in many places forms a great variety. 


Tue 15th, I faw feveral large water birds, much bigger than {wans, which they 
refemble in their feet and beaks; the russrans call them piKA BABA. They 
have a very large craw, where they receive a great quantity of food, even a whole 
fith of aconfiderable fize. They fly, as I faw afterward on the caspran, very near 

| 7 | to 


* Signifies wild old woman, 
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to each other, in the form of a femicircle,. not far above the water; and having 
_ driven the fith together in a body into the fhallows, they dart down upon them : 
this is their only food. The fat of. this bird is ufed by the Russrans as a cure for 
aches and bruifes. oo 


Iw the fpring, the high waters of the vorca not only undermine its banks, but 
fweep away large trees, fo that fome creeks of the river had hardly any paffage left. 
When they are open, it is more agreeable to pafs through the {mall branches, than 
the greatthannel. As we had hitherto a contrary wind, by the 16th we advanced 
no farther than fifty werfts. We were now near NASOROWSKY, an ifland formed by 
this river. Not far from hence are to be feen the ruins of a large antient city. Our 
foldiers were fed luxurioufly at the fifheries,- for nothing more than thanks, 


Tue weather was calm, and the current moderate. In many places are high 
banks, in others itis a flat fhore, the breadth varying from a mile to a quarter. Here 
they have a quantity of wild afparagus, and many eagles. ne | 


Tue 17th, finding our convoy did not keep up with us, we flopped at cuer- 
NOYARE. This is the firft town from zariTzeN, at the diftance of two hundred 
werfts, generally called midway to ASTRA€CHAN. It-is defended by a ditch, with © 
fome cannon and chevaux de frize. They trade with the KHALMUCKS, KOORANS, 
and other TARTARS, in a quarter diftinét from the town, It is remarkable that 
this, as well as many other places on the vo.ca, fuffered the fury of the flames 
about the fame time, during the laft war with the TURKS: not that their enemies 
need employ any fecret incendiaries ; the common people do this bulinefs effectually 
by their carlefinefs. 


Asourt 1630, arich caravan was fet upon in the river at this place, by a body of 
feven hundred cossacks, who plundered it and put all the people to the fword, the 
convoy having inadvertently gone fo far down the ftream as not to be able to,return 
in time to fave the. caravan. From hence I learnt the great neceffity of carrying 
part of my foldiers in the fame boat with me, tho’ I apprehended no fuch formida- 
ble enemy. : = | a | 


Tue 18th, though we were obliged to lay-by in the night, we advanced ninety 
werfts , but it was not without danger of being drowned. for our boat had no keel, 
nor any running tackle, and our watermen were extremely unfkiful, infomuch » 
thar not being able to let the fail fly, it was a fingular providence that a guit of 
wind had not fet us {fwimming. As we proceeded further, feveral wrecks appeared 
on the banks of the river. Great flights of geele.and {wans were now on the wing, 
retiring from the approaching feverities of this climate, to the warmer regions 
cf persia. Iris faid, that thefe birds lay their eggs in the fand on the banks of 
the vorca, and are hatched by the heat of the fun, which however I do not affert 
as a fact. : | 


Tue rgth, we advanced near ninety werfts farther, where we found a houfe made 
under-ground; the walls were of wicker work, and the light came in from the top. 
| Here 
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Here was.provided a bagnio for wafhing, which the Russians ufe.almoft as much 
as the MAHOMEDANS. We found the place inhabited by fome nacdy iind 
CIRCASSIAN TARTARS, who ply on the river with open pott beats, of which theré 
are a few regular ftages for the convenience of the government. . Here were alfo 
fome fettlements of the KHALMUCKs. | - 


FROM ZARITZEN tO ASTRACHAN, where I arrived this day, very little wood appears 
on the banks of the VOLGA. In fome parts of the weftern fide, the country is hilly, 
but the foil in feveral places is rich. It is faid that many FRENCH refugees, who 
were obliged to abandon their country in the time of Lewrs XIV. niade an offer-to 
PETER the Great, to -fettle in this tract of land; but as they required a feparate g0- 
vernment, and privileges not confiftent with the arbitrary power by which the 
RUSSIAN empire is governed, he declined the offer ; efteeming it very abfurd in 
politics for a free ftate to be planted wichia an arbitrary monarchy, elpecially {o near 
a valt tract of land, inhabited by a multitude of roving people, who, if conducted 
with art and defign, might. beca: very formidable. | 












CHAP. xvm 


Captain THOMAS WOODROOFE’S joursal from MOSCO fo CASAN, He builds & foip GE 
CASAN forthe navipation of the casPtan ; winters there, and fails one thoufand 
ENGLISH miles down the voLca to ASTRACHAN, - 


will find forie entertainment. in being conduéted hither by another rout lefs fre- 


A S we are how arrived at asTRACHAN by the common way, the reader perhaps 


quented, of which the Following extrac of captain woopRoors’s journal will give 
fome idea.. 


«e OVEMBER the 2oth, 1740; we fet out from mosco for CASAN, with nine 
“ horfes and fix fervants, by an unfrequented road crofs the country. The 
“¢ 24th, we arrived at VEDENSCO, which was immediately abandoned by the male in- 
** habitants, frofm an apprehenfion that we were military officers. We were thus left 
“* to the kindnefs of the women, who entertained us with bread, butter, fowls, &c. 
** and our horfes with hay and Corn, at the {mall expence ef twenty copeeks ", fo ex- 
““ tremely cheap were provifions, The next morning we fet forward towards 
"" COVERRO, another village on the banks of the crervoy, afmall river that runs 
“* into the vorca; here we found feverab large veflels, and an appearance of trade, 
“* This country abounds with partridges and white hares ; they have alfo a fowl they 
** call a raTaRiIn, much refembling a pheafant; it-is larger, but not fo beautiful, 

** nor 


tl 


* This cafe was reverfed in the highlands of scorLanp, where, before the year 1748, was an arbitrary 
government within 4 limited monarchy ; an abfurdity no lefs ftriking, © Ten-pénce, 
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-por of fo fine a flavour, In the neighbouring woods are many bears and wolves 


bf a great fize, but not fierce, having wild hogs and other animals in great abun- 
dance for their prey. | 


“© Noy. the 2gth, the fnow being melted, and the country intirely a fwamp, we 
were obliged to wait for frofty weather. In the mean while a lieutenant, his 
wife and two daughters, with five foldiers, were brought to this place in a very 
deplorable condition, having been ftript, plundered, and barbaroufly beaten by 
4 gang of robbers. oe | 


“ Dec. the gth, the roads being now tolerably g66d;—we., proceeded on our 
journey. . The natives have cattle in abundance, and plenty of butter, which 


‘they make by melting down the cream.: as to cheefe, it is not known to them. 


The 15th, we pafied the river occa, but the ice being very rotten, two of 
our horfes with a load of canvas fell through it. The 24th, we arrived among 
che CHUWASHIN TARTARS, the pooreft and moft wretched of all mortals, they 
are de(cended from the KooBaNns, and fubject to RuSsIA, but now driven to the 
eaftward. Kecosan, in the russtAn. language, fignifies a wild hog; which 
name was given to thefe TARTARS on account of their fierce and favage nature, 
having colt IVAN WASSILOWITZ more trouble to. fubdye them, than either the 
RIM or NAGAY TARTARS: they are loaden with a heavy poll-tax both for them- 
felyes and cattle. We could not difcover what notions the cHuvACHINS have of 
réligion, but obferved when they drefs victuals, they ftick part of it over their 
doors and windows; and ‘when they kill an animal, which their poverty but fel- 
dom permits, their prieft takes out the fat, and after eating fome of it and grea- 
fing himfelf, he fmears over their place of worfhip, and the drofs or refufe he 
burns : They generally fubfift on dead animals, which they devour greedily. 
The neighbouring TARTARS €at horfe-flefh, and drefs it like that of any other 
animal. _ 


© Dec. the 27th, we arrived at caSAN, having been fifty-eight days in travel- 


ling’ thirteen: hundred werlts:*,. occafioned by.the badnefs of :the roads, Captain 


ELTON was already arrived at this place. Here is a confiderable admiralty yard : 
they had then on the ftocks five fly boats of about two hundred and fiity tons, 
Gve fmacks of one hundred and eighty tons, and five {mall damfcoots ” of about 
twenty: five tons, which were to be launched the enfuing fpring, and might be 
ready in cafe of any neceflity “ to employ them on the CASPIAN. The matter- 
builder having already received orders to build a fhip for the ENGLISH merchants, 
had therefore difpatched people into the woods to cut timber, 
. + oe 

“ Casan is a city of great importance, both from its fituation and productions. 
It had formerly a confiderable trade to KHIEVA, BOKHARA, and other places in 
TARTARY, which is now loft, but the commerce with PERSIA is yet continued. 


This place has feveral manufactures of red RUSSIA leather, and fends large quan- 


«© tities 


x Fight hundred and fixty-fix miles. Y Veffels fo called. 
« Napier svat at this time was apprehended as an enemy. 
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 Casan is a metropolis of the kingdom, and formerly was the feat of govern~— 
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“* whom the russtans maintained a bloody war for fome years. = 


2 Seg January the rsthy 1741, as a compliment to Mr. ELTON, we laid the hj 
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tities of this Commodity annually to St. PETERSBURG, The country abounds in 
oaks, the bark of which they make into a kind of tar for curing hides, and are 
very {trict in preventing its being carried away. © As they have plenty of cattle, 
they have confequently a confiderablé quantity of tallow. “The timber ufed for 
the RUSSIAN navy is cut down in the’neighbourhood of this city; it is of an ex- 
cellent quality, but they do hot diftinguifh fufficiently the trees which are on the 
decay : they alfo cut the timber ‘at the leaf as well as at the fall, and often 
fuffer it to fie too long on the ground, They. -are generally two fummers in 
Conveying it to St. pererspurc, which {¢ done in low flat-bottomed veffels, 
taking the advantage of the rifing of the river to gO up to TweReE, dnd from 


thence into the canal by the Lapoga lake, 


_ “ From Turkey they bring wine and fruits to’casa®: Mosco fupplies it with gro. 


ceries “and EUROPEAN commodities; and stperra and TARTARY with furs and 


all kinds of iron work. Phe Caravans’ which. annually arrive here from CHINA, 


occafion alfo a great plenty of tea; in fhort, it is the greateft magazine in rus- 
SiAs€xCept Mosco and St. peTerssurg, for all kinds of merchandize. It ig 
advantageoufly fituated for the commerce of the fouth eaft parts, even to cHIna j 


_the province itfelf reaching quite to SIBERIA. Ihe rartars who live in great 


numbers in this neighbourhood, are clean and neat in their perfons ; and fupply: 
the markets with horfes, fheep and all other kinds of cattle.” Provifions in gen 
neral are very chéap ; great quantities are fent down to ASTRACHAN, and to all: 


‘-the towns and fettlements on the voc a, * 
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ment. It was taken by 1van wassiLowitz In 1452, from the TARTARS, with: 


+ gy 


FATA p's 
keel, which was fixty-five feet in length, and fixed the {tem and ftern pofts ; after 
which he fet out for St. PETERSBURG, toreceive a confiderable cargo of goods ex- 
pected there by the firft {pring fhips, and intended forthe PERSIAN. markers, | 


He left the fole care of building the fhip to me, but I had neither a boat-builder, 


Tigger, or fail-maker, 


** May: the 30th, the fhip was launched, though her upper- works were yet unfj- 
“‘nifhed for the waters fell away fo faft that we were afraid of being aground, 
‘which was the reafon of our traniporting her three. miles ¢nto the great VOLG4, 


down the {mall uriver upon waich the admiralty yard ftands. July the toth, 


we ftept our mafts and bowiprit, and fet the rigging over head. ., During our 
abode in this place,. fix pirates «were apprehended for robbing feveral russran 
‘Mercnants on the-voiea3.and after they had been hung up: by the ribs on a oal- 
lows erected on a floating. ftage, they were turned adrift, a {pectacle of horror 


“to deter others from the fame evil practice, Sete Vat; 8 


O€tober the 2oth, - captain ELTON arrived in a bark with a-confiderable cargo ~ 


of BRITISH goods from St, PETERSBURG defigned for cuiLaw:~but thé feabn 
was fo far advanced, that it would have been very dangerous to have proceeded 
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CAPTAIN WOODROOFE’ JOURNAL Part Il. 


on our voyage. On the 27th we got the fhip and bark into their 1RTH ten wertts. 
‘elow cAsan, where we intended to winter; and the river was frozen up that 
night. In the mean while captain GILBERT BLAIRE arrived at CASAN, In- 
tending to build another enGuisH ship for the casp1an trade, © 


< Novemser the roth, the ice broke up, and drove downthe river with great 
violence, in fome places at leaft ten or fifteen feet above the furface of the water. 
On the 15th it fet taft again, and fledges pafied over as ufual. In this melan- 
choly fituation we waited the return of the {pring : in the mean time we remov- 


- ed the cargo from the bark into the fhip; and to prevent any furprize we kept 


a conftant watch of two men on deck, myfelf and another perion continuing in 
the cabbin,;” while ‘the teft of the crew were on fhore. © 


“© Aprit the 16th 1742, we had weathered out the inclement feafon with as sood 
{pirits as could be expected in fo bad a neighbourhood, | where there was lets to 
fear from the elements and wild beafts than from thieves and murderers: ,how- 
ever, under the proteétion of heaven, we received no injury during five months 
confinement. There now began to be a flood inthe vorca; the water rifing by 
the melting of the fnow,. fevered the. ice from the banks, and breaking it to 
‘pieces, drove it along with the current. Winter leaving us, we began to rig 
and prepare for fea. On the 25th, the river was free “oF call obitruction, we 
received the news that her imperial majefty ELIZABETH PETROWNA was to be 
ctowned on this day at Mosco; on which occafion we fired our guns, and 
giving liquor to the fhip’s company te drink the health of the empreis, we nam- 
ed the fhip ELIZABETH. a | 


“© Apvice was now brought us that four large pirate boats, knowing we had a va- 
luable cargo, intended to attack us in going down the river. The fhip was well 
provided with arms and ammunition, having fix carriage guns of three pounders, 
with. clofe quarters, and eight.oars to command her in a ftream. We had alfo a 
launch of ten tuns with fixteen oars; a long-boat of five tuns, anda yaul, each 
with fix.oars.. The russians expreffed great admiration at our going down under 
full fail, being a practice unufual: they reprefented the danger of running a- 
ground, but their apprehenfions did not intimidate us. 


Norutne happened to difturb our voyage till the 29th, when, a little before 
fun-fet, three large boats, each of fixteen oars and full of men, came out of the 
reeds thirty werfts below srmpzRskIE. We immediately, cleared for a defence, 
and as foon as they were within call, bid them keep at a diftance 5 at the fame 
time we difcharged fome mufkets wide of them. ‘Finding them flight thefe me- 


‘ paces, we fired one of our guns loaded with partridge-fhot into the headmoit, 
‘ and faw five or fix men fall from their oars, who as we afterwards learnt, died of © 


their wounds, The reft not liking fuch a falutation, retired with great precipi- 
tation into a {mall creek in the reeds. 


May the 23d, we proceeded without farther moleftation, and arrived at asTRA- 


cHiaNn, where we anchored oppofite to the governor’s houie, after a voyage of 
‘© fourteen 


5 
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‘** fourteen hundred and forty-five werfts «from CASAN ta this place, which: we 
‘* performed in twenty-eight days. On the 28th, the governor, vice-governor, 
** and commander of the garrifon, came on board and congratulated Mr. r.ton 
on his fafe arrival, affuring him’ that he had the honor of being the firft » who 
‘* had fpread enGxisH colours in that part of the world, and that this was the firft 


a 


r 
Ya 


fhip that had ever failed on. the vorca perfeétly equipped. After paying thefe 
“* compliments, they drank fuccefs to the BRITISH PERSIAN trade: and thanks 
"* were returned from the mouths of our cannon. The merchants employed 
‘themfelves in viewing and meafuring our fhip, which they acknowledged to be 
“the firft complete one they had ever feen in that part of the world. The 
RUSSIAN government build hulls after the DuTcH manner fit for fhoal water ; bute 
the work is foill put together, that they do not laft long. 
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“* Perer the creat had a confiderable fleet of veffels on the CASPIAN, which 
** are long fince perifhed, The target they had then, was of about one hundred 
** and eighty tuns, - of # circular form, which when loaded, they were obliged to 
‘* ftrap with hawfers, ‘to prevent her falling to pieces. This, with {everal others, 
"* was built in the admiralty yard at casan- The merchants now float down tim- 
** ber to asTRACHAN, where for want of a proper yard and mechanics, they build, 
‘* in the old russian form, long flat-bottomed veflels with {quare fails, and the 
“* top fails to hawl down upon the deck: with fuch fhips, by the help of good - 
** ground tackle, they navigate the caspian. Their cordage 3s exceeding ftrong, 
** as are likewife their anchors made in the antient form, hotwith{tanding they are 
“* very ill fhaped. On the contrary, the modern ones mate by the famous pemE- 
** porrs the patentees of the ironworks in SIBERIA, tho’ betrer proportioned, are 
“* not fo ftrong. Their canvas is chiefly made at YARISLAW and Mosca, and is- 
** generally very good. : | | : 


‘¢ THe Russtam merchants and pilots were ready to pive Mr. ELTon the beft 
“* information they could in regard to the navigation of the caspian; but ag 
“* their {kill extended little ‘further than coaiting, and a fuperficial knowledge of 
* the foundings along fhore, he could reap but little advantage from their expe- 
““ rience. They rather difcouraged us by their apprehenfions of rocks and fhoals, 
‘* which they pretend are very thick in’ different parts of this fea, but chiefly be- 
" tween APSHERON and BALKHAN. It might indeed be faid that we were ven- 
" turing into a fea very little known, where commerce had never made any con- 
‘ fiderable progrefs ;_ the natives of thofe inhofpitable fhores, except the RUSSIANS, 
“ having hardly empleyed their imperfect Navigation to any other purpofe than to 
** furprize and plunder their unguarded neighbours. Thus it was with the TAR- 
~ TARS and perstans, till the nusstan arme brought the one into fubjection ; 
“* and awing the other, gained an entire jurifdiction over this great mediterranean 
“¢ Jake, , | | 


«Tue russtans had at this time put a ftop to the navigation of the KHALMUCK 
TARTARS, by depriving them of all their large boats: and the TURKUMANS 
, | “* being 

-. So 


Lh 


< 


° Nine hundred and fixty-three miles, 
” ENGLISH colours had been hoifted before, as I have related in the &r@ chapter, 
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«6 being out of the ordinary track to GHILAN, our navigation had nothing to fear. 
Our thip being laden, drew eight and an half feet water. All things being 

prepared for the voyage, we weighed for GHILAN, and getting down to CHETIRIE 
Bocoriz, cleared at the guardfhip, and difcharged our pilot. We had 2 
aUSSIAN chart, made in the reign of peTER the Great ; but for our greater fe- 
curity, we kept a watch day and night at the maft-head, and hove the deep-tet 
lead every half hour in the day, and quarter in the night. The long-boat and 


yawl were on the deck ; but the jargeft boat was towed a-tlern, being raifed with 
wafh-boards for that purpofe.” 





CHAP. XVII. 


The reception the author met with from the governor of ASTRACHAN, Some account 
of that gentleman, and bis intended biftory. of russta. Frefe complaints of Mr- 
ELTON’S being engaged in the PERSIAN fervice. T be author prefents a petition te 

_ the imperial chancery at ASTRACHAN, 7 ae 


HUS far we have accompanied capt. wooproore in his account, it is now 
time to return to my own ftory. I was kindly received in ASTRACHAN by 
Mr. GEoRGE THOMPSON agent to the BRITIsH merchants trading to PERSIA ; and 
alfo by the governor, general WASSILE NIKIETISH TATTISCHEFF, tO whom | car- 
- vied a valuable prefent on account of the merchants. I had much difcourfe with 
the latter; and he gave me many affurances that nothing on his part fhould be 
wanting to promote the intereft of the CASPIAN traders. He propofed to ine 
fome {chentes, in which he had regard to the intereft both of GREAT. BRTTAIN and 
nussta. This old man had been a page to PeTEeR the creat, and having long 
commanded in thofe parts, was greatly inftrumental in reducing the TARTARS } 
but his genius turned moft to literature and commerce; ner-was he at all deficient 
in the arts of gain. On this laft account he was alreadg-in fome difgrace; how- 
ever he had one good maxim, which, as ec obferved to me, was to give, as well 
as take. He told me he had bought for five thoufand rubles, a diamond worth 
twelve thoufand, and fent it to the greateft lady in the empire. He mentioned 
likewife that he had been about four and twenty years writing the hiftory of Russia. 
Upon his recall from asTrRacHan two years afterwards, he 
hiftory in manufcript, requefting me to procure a tranflation ; 
uited my convenience, T 
runs as follows: | 


fent me part of that 
but this by no means 
he letter he wrote to my partner and me on this occatioa, 


‘© GENTLEMEN, 


«“ CINCE I left asrracuan, I have had no opportunity of writirg to you, 


et altho’ I retain a conftant remembrance of the affection and regard wich you 
s¢ have always fhewn me. 


«© “You 
, 


a 


Chap. XVII. OCCURRENCES IN ASTRACHAN. "9 


** You know I have been engaced for near thirty years in writing a hiftory of 
*" Russia, which I am now about finifhing, and hope it will foon appear in print, 
" to the fatisfation of the learned world. This hiftory is the more to be efteemed 
‘* by the curious part of mankind, as none of the ancient GREEK and ROMAN 
** hiftorians, nor any geographical accounts of this empire, have gone fo far as 
“* to inform us of the Original dialect, &c, of the principal nations, viz. the scia- 
“* VONIANS, SCYTHIANS, and SARMATIANS; nor of the AMAZONS, VANDALS, 
“€ GOTHS, and CIMMERIANS, who defcended from them: neither have we any per- 
“* fect account remaining of the Hunws and avant. The great diftance of places, | 
** and ignorance of the languages, have made it dificult to obtain a night infor- 
** mation of them ; add to this, the ereExs had fo Sreat a tatte for fables, rather - 
‘* than for a diligent: fearch after truth, that they have rendered facts very obfcure, 
" of which the foolith tale of the AMAZONS Isa proof. Of all thefe nations | have 
** endeavoured as much as poflible to give a clear and particular account, which 
‘* compofes the Grit part of my hiftory of russta. ) 


‘“ Tue fecond, begins with RURIC, prince of the Fins, who invaded th’s coun- 
““ try, and founded the russtan empire, which continued from the year 860 to 
“ the incurfions of the TarTars in i238. This part contains inany things relat. 
“ing to the hiftories of other countries; as affinities by marriage, alliances, 
"* wars and treaties between the RUSSIAN monarchs and other nations, particularly 
** the NORWEGIANS, SWEDES, HUNGARIANS, and both the weftern and. eaftern 
“* monarchies; which in the hiltories of thofe countries are either entirely loft or 
tranimitted down in a very dark manner. I take no notice of natural hiftory. 
"* ‘Thefe two parts are enurely finifhed, - 


* 
= 


‘* InDucED by the particular affection I have for the ENGLISH nation, and my 
veneration: for your royal fociety, on account of the great advantages the world 
receives from their feveral learned works, and their encouragement of ufeful 
knowledge, I have thought proper, as a mark of refpect, to dedicate my hiftory 
“to them: but I am-at a lofs for want. of tranflators, and dare not venture to 
“* fend it to ENGLAND in the original, left the miltaking of faés, through want 
** of a perfect knowledge of the. RUSSIAN language, fhould render the tranflation 
“* defective. I have therefore thought it the beft way, and defire that you will 
“ pleafe to recommend to me two good tranflators in the GERMAN ; for as J 
** underftand that language, I can mylfelf correét any miftake that fhall happen ; 
‘* and when this is done, it will not be a difficult matter to have it tranflated into 
“* other languages. 


< 


€ 
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“Tam, &c, 


Tue governor made no fecret of his work, and having brought it down no 
Jower than peter THE GREAT, he could hardly have riven offence ; however, the 
envy of his parts among the literati; the refentments of the pious for his infidelity, 
, whieh I fear was seat; and the clamours of the merchants for his rapacioufnels, 
occafioned his being fent into civil banifhment to his own eftate heat Mosco, where 
he ended his life, ~ His works feem to have died with him, at leagt they have 
not found a favorable reception at the academy of St. pererspurc. Tt je how- 

ever 
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ever probable, that the great pains he took in colleéting feveral choice materials, 
- may be a means of fome other perfon’s building a reputation upon his labors. 
This old man was remarkable for his focratical look, his emaciated body, which 
he preferved many years by gréat temperance, and for keeping his mind continually 
employed. When he was not writing, reading, or difcourling about bufinefs, he 
played at dice one hand againft the other. 


Hr now complained to me, that he feared our principal factor ELTON was really 
ehgaged in the Yervice of NADIR SHAH, which might have very pernicious con- 
fequences, by drawing on us the refentment of his court; recommending to me, 
‘fit was not too late, to perfuade him from fo rafh an enterprize. He then fpoke 
of the ARMENIAN traders, who were our great opponents, obferving, ‘* that they 
«6 are the moft crafty people in all as1a, and delight in fraud. Let them, con- 
‘¢ tinued he, gain Afty per cent. in a fair way, they.are not contented without 
«<< cheating five, and the five ‘s fweeter to them than the fifty.” Though this is in 
{ome meafure true, part of it might be carried: to the account of the old man’s ina- 
bility, crafty as he was, to get of them all he defired. The Gousrrnie ‘*, which 
is. campofed of a'deptty governor, 4 fecretary and other officers, is a great check 
on the governor of this place ; yet as {hips can neither leave the port, nor be per- 
mitted to pRATTIC but by his permiffion, he-has frequent opportunities of gain. 


Nor long fince, the RUSSIANS made immenfe profits by felling ‘provifions to the 
PERSIANS, when there was fo great a fcarcity that moft of the inhabitants of DER- 
penp perifhed for want; 4 KOULE 2 of meal, which coft one ruble, being fold for 
twenty. NapDIR SHAH Upon this, gave notice to the merchants, that he fhould 
want a larger quantity, giving them tacitly to expect that he would not alter the 
price: they accordingly brought it, but he difappointed their expectations, by 
fixing a more moderate price, yet {uch as was very profitable to them. This is a 
prohibited trade, but fo advantageous that it feems to be the intereft of the govern- 
“ment to connive at it. Upon the occafion of their being alarmed with NADIR 
sHan’s approackes, the merchants, as well as the governor, were fhdeed called 
ro an account, and as far ast know, obliged to purchafe their peace with part of 
their gain. | | — —_ 


1 was feveral times with the governor, whofe difcourfe ran continually on 
ELTON ; the fum of it was, * that NADIR SHAH having conceived an high opinion 
s¢ of this gentleman’s capacity, had made him prefents, and either engaged him 
‘- for a falary to build fhips for him, or required his affiitance to fuperintend fuch 
‘> an undertaking : that ELTrow had already met with great difficulties, the timber 
“ being knotty, and the roads to the thip-yard hardly paffable.” He obferved 
moreover, * that the PERSIANS were extremely ignorant of maritime affairs, and 
‘< averfe to any employment of that nature ; therefore it would require much time 
‘* to bring them to maturity ; but as fuch enterprizes were no way relative to af- 

és fairs of commerce, they could not but alarm the Russian court.” | 


I REPLIED 


© The government's chancery. ¢ A bag fo called. 
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I REPLIED to this effeé, “fam not infenfible that fuch a defign muft be offen- 
** five to Russia, but Iam really a ftranger to the nature of ELToN’s engagements, - 
‘S If NADIR SHAH is determined to have fhips, it cannot depend upon eLtown or 
"* any fingle man, I know rvussra muft naturally be jealous of the PERSIANS, 
"’ as the swepes about fifty years ago were of the Russtans, who, notwithitand- 
““ ing, are now become fo férmidable in the BaLtic: but there is. this efféntia] 
“* difference ; whilft waprr builds one fhip on the coaft of the CASPIAN, RUSSIA 
** can build ten of the fame fize on the VOLGA, and probably the ten will cof no 
** more than his one.” Indeed I had no opinion that the affair would ever arrive 
to fuch a height, as to’ affeé fo formidable 4 power as Russta ; however, I confefs 
there was caufe of jealoufy. Thefe were my real fentiments, and I was more. 
over obliged to talk in this ftile, for fear of giving offence; for rxron had 
brought us into fuch circumftances, that it was hardly poffible to avoid offending 
the EMPREss or the san, if not both, I took occafion alfo to remind the gover- 
Nor, that araporr the Russian conlul and eprom having been at Variance, pofii- 
bly the affair might be milreprefented ; but that in any cafe it ought not to affe& | 
me, who was now charged to take care of the commercial intereft, and of that only, 
Upon this he defired me to deliver a memorial to the fame effed, by way of peti- 
‘tion to the chancery. | 


Ir was not difficult to forefee the confequences of acquielcing to fach an extra- 
Ordinary demand ; though, of the two evils, I thought it the greateft to refule, as 
1 muft have been an obje@ of jealoufy, and perhaps actually prevented fgom pro- 
ceeding on nay voyace : accordingly J delivered the following petition into her im- 
perial majefty’s chancery, | 


« The petition of jowas HANWAY BRITISH merchgar, 


“¢ Sheweth, — ; 


“6 T H AT whereas reports have been fpread, that one of the sririsi fubje¢ts 
«€ refiding in rEstp, has been concerned in affairs ungrateful to the court of 
“" RUSSIA 3 your petitioner is ‘now ging into GHILAN to know the truth, and, if 
“ neceflary, to ufe his endeavours to. difuade any fuch fubjeé& there cngaped in 
“* trade, from voluntarily meddling with any other bufinefs ; and to prevent, as 
“* much as poffible, the gririsu fhips on the caspian from being employed in any 
““ manner not confiftent with the treaty of commerce *; {0 that no juit caufe may 
** be given to create the leatt obftru@ion of the BRITISH. trade thro’ the empire of 
** RUSSIA. | 


‘“* Anv as the feafon is very far advanced, your petitioner defires immediate 
difpatch may be given to the Ritisy fhips as foon as they fhall arrive, &."? 


7’ 


e It muft be obferved, however, that the treaty made no proviion for thaf fhips. 
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CHAP, XIX. 


A defeription of ASTRACHAN, and of its fyberies and trade, An account of the 
neizhbouring TARTARS, and of the fights of locufis with which that country is: 
infefted. Captain WOODROOFE arrives from PERSIA. 


S I was obliged to wait fome time for the arrival of captain WOODROOFE, iN. 
whofe fhip I intended to embark for PERSIA, I had an opportunity of ir- 
forming myfelf the. mere fuily concerning ASTRACHAN and its neighbourhood, 


Tus city is- the metropolis of a kingdorr of the fame name, fituated within the 
limits of asta in an ifland called potcor, in the latitude. of 47, fixty ENGLISH 
miles from the caspian fea; it derives its name from HAHDGEE, TARKIN, &@ TAR- 
yar, by whom it was founded. It was for many ages fubject to the TARTARS,. 
from whom it was taken by 1VAN WASSILOWITZ, CZAR of MUSCOVY, IN 15543. 
taken by them again in 1668; and again retaken by the russtans. The czar. 
employed for this purpofe a great number of flat-bottomed veffels, on which he: 
brought down his forces from casan. It contains about feventy thoufand inhabi- 
tants, among whom are many ARMENIANS and TARTARS. of vafious denominations, 
with a few PERSIANS and INDIANS. The manners and cuftoms of ail thefe different 
people exhibit an epitome of asia. The city is about two and a half miles in cir- 
cumference, but including the fuburbs, near five miles. Tt is furrounded by a brick. 
wall in a ruinous condition, being about two hundred: years old. Here was a 
garrifon of fix regiments of the beft RussEAN [troops - and in the adjacent plain. 
they had erected a great number of {mall batteries, which were intended to fweep 
the country, and to prevent the approach of an enemy, NADIR SHAH, 4s already 
ebferved, having lately given fome alarm on this fide. 


Tue houfes are of wood, and moft of theny very mean; the higher parts of the 
city command a profpect of the voLca,, which {preads itfelf here near three miles, 
giving pleaftire and convenience to the inhabitants... In the fummer the people 
are generally fickly, which is owing to the marfhy lands near it. The earth being 
impregnated with fale, which appears on. the furface, is extremely fertile, bearing 
fruit in abundance, the immoderate ufe of which creates many diftempers among 
the common people. The melting of the {now which creates floods in the fpring, 
and the rifing of the water in autumn, are alfo obferved. to affect. the air, and 
produce fickneffes. | : 


Tus city is furrounded by gardens and vineyards, which he about two miles 
from it. Thefe produce almoft every kind of garden-ftuff known in ENGLAND, 
except potatoes, collyflowers and artichoaks; and théir orchards furnifh them with 
plenty of apples, pears, cherries, &c. Oxearius commends the fruits of 
ASTRACHAN, but I met with none extraordinary, ¢xcept the water-melons¢ ; 


which 
‘ The nussians call thefe ARBOOSE. 


i 
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which are in great efteem, and are in colour, flavour, and taile, much the fame as 
INPORTUGAL. ’Tis remarkable that this fruit, tho’ extremely juicy, grows beft in 
fand. The court find the grapes delicious enough to bear the great expence of 
land Carriage, as already. mentioned. The wine of ASTRACHAN is alfo very in- 
different. As their fummers are generally dry, they were obliged to water their 
gardens ; this is done by large wheels, fome of which are moved by, horfes, 
others by the wind. Thefe wheels are of a fuficient height to throw the water 
into the higheft part of the garden, from whence it runs in trenches to the root 
of every tree and plant. The gardens and vineyards are generally watered in this 
inanner, from the middle of may to the middle of feptember,. “The chief game 
mn the neighbouring country is hares and partridges; and in fummer there is plenty 
of quails. Here are alf water and wild fow! of al] forts, in Breat abundance. 


Tse government of ASTRACHAN extends as far ag SARATOFF. About ten miles 
below the city isa fmall ifland called Bosmacorr, remarkable for irs large ftore- 
houfes of falr, which is made. about.twelves miles to the eaftward of it, and being 
brought thither in. boats, is conveyed in large flat-bottomed vefiels up the vorca 
With this all. thetountry is fupplied, as far as mosco and TWERE, They dig 
annually fome millions of poods, the exclufive Property of which is claimed by the 
crown, and brings in a confiderable revenue *; for the common food of the fol- 
diery, and of the bulk of the people, is bread and falt. In this place alfo are 
large fitheries, to which the neighbourhood of the falt works is of great advar- 
tage. ‘Thefe extend even to the fea, reaching fouth caftward as far as YAEIK, afd 
allo a hundred miles above ZARITZEN. From thele fitheries all the country is 
fupplied as far as St. PETERSBURG ; the veffels are loaded with falt Ath, and fene 
away in the {pring ; but as freth fh keeps good fo long as it is frozen, the Win- 
ter is no fooner fet in, than ir is tranfported by land.as far ac Mosco and St. peTERs- 
BuRG. The principal forts are fturgeon, ftarlett, cluga * and affotrat, 


THe firtt eftablither.of thefe.fitheries WaS TIKON DEMEDOFR, a carrier, who fettled 
there about fifty years ago: his whole fortune then conlifted in two horfes, but 
through his induftry and abilities he became the greateft merchant in that country. 
Lhe crown, which before his time was a ftranger to thofe advantages, has of late 
years, befides the falt, engrofled fome.of the fifheries allo, : | 

CAPTAIN woopRooFE, who was for fome time at ASTRACHAN, affured me, that 
from the latter end of july to the beginning of october, the country about that 
city is frequently infetted with locufts, which fly in fyich prodigious numbers as to 
darken the air, and appear at a diftance like a heavy cloud. The account which 
the inhabitants give of them is, that generally, as the cold weather comes on, 
they are feen in their fight from the northward to the fouthward. Whenever 
they fall, they cat up every thing that is green. In-this feafon ‘therefore al} the 


2 . gardeners 


EIN ASTRACHAN they fell the fale at three copecks a pood, but in russia at fifteen to ei hteen, viz. 
about a farthing-a pound. The revenue of asrRacuan is reckoned one hundred and orty to Qne 
hundred and fixty thoufand rubles, or thirty-three thoufand five hundred pounds, of which the greatelt 
Part arifes from falt and fth. : 

* A large white fith. It refembles fturgeon, 
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gurdenets look out for them, and upon their firft appearance endeavour to keep. 

them off, by making as. much fmoak and as great noife as poffible; but, in {pite, 
* of all their art, thefe deftrudtive infects, after flying as long as they are able, 
fometimes fall in their gafdens, on the tops of houfes, and even into the fres. 
Their bodies, compared with the fmallnefs of their wings, are very large. “Phecir 
fize is generally from two to two and a half inches long, and about three quarters 
of an inch in diameter, and their fhape near the fame as the largeft fort of green 
orafhhopper. WooDROOFE mentions in his journal, that once in particular, as he 
was failing up the VOLGA to ASTRACHAN, he obferved a prodigious cloud of them 
coming from the weft north weit, which is acrofs the river. The wind at that ume 
blew very frefh, and nearly from the fame point; when the locufts falling down, 
the water was covered with fuch prodigious fwarms of them, that in fome places. 
they greatly obftructed the motion of the boat for. ten or twelve fathoms together. 
He fays alfo, that they live for fome me under water ; for as they mounted on each. 
other’s backs, they formed a clufter near three feet diameter, which rolied along 
by the force of the wind and the rapidity of the current. Jn this manner they were. 
driven afhore: their wings being dried, they got upon the pafture, and very few 
wete drowned. They la¥ fo thick upon the plain for three days, to the extent of | 
og thany miles, that it was impoffible te walk without treading on them. When 
they began to fly, they difappeared in lefs.than half an hour, leaving the plain with- 
out a blade of grals. | , 


Tur commerce of astRacuan is very confiderable, though much diminifhed by- 
the troubles in PERSIA, and the frequent revolts and infolent behaviour of the TAR- 
tars. Not long ago they traded to KHIEVA and pokHaARA, but at prefent their 
commerce is confined to the empress’s dominions, and persia. The inhabitants 
had now thirty-eight veflels, from fixty to an hundred Jafts 'burthen, for. the rer- 
stan trade, of which fome belong to the government, and mount a few {mall pieces. 
of cannon. ‘They are commanded by a midfhipman under a commodore, who is 
generally only a lieutenant in rank, and thefe are under the direction of the admi- 
ralty.. This office is generally frocked with all-naval ftores, as well for. the ule of 
the veffels belonging to the emPRESS, a8 £0 fapply their. merchants. The officers of | 
the admiralty and cuftom-houfe of asTRACHAN. have very fmall falaries, which is. 
the cafe in all other places of russ1a; therefore, infkead. of doing their. duty to: 
difpatch bufinefs, they often feek pretences to protract it, in order to obtain the 
more confiderable prefents. Upon thefe occafions, FRENCH. brandy, white wine,.. 
hats, ftockings,, riBbons,, a d fuch like, are acceptable. | 


Tue trading fips carry provifions to the frontier. towns of PERKIE and KISLARs. 
fituated onthe caspian fea ;. and likewife merchandize to the feveral parts of PERSIA, 
at certain ftated rates.. They. are-alfo occafionally employed by the PERSIANS, to- 
carry provifions from GHILAN to BAKU, DERBEND, and other places; but the Rus- 
gran government obferving that their. merchant flips were employed in the tranf- 
port of provifions to their own frontier, for the ufe of the PERSIAN army, thought: 
proper to take them into cheir-fervice 5. and frem that time. they fent only a. few vel-.. 

os fels. 


4 Of two tuns ENGLISHy. 
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els to PERSIA, under the authority of the imperia! flag, that they might be privi- 

leged from any arrefts or exactions on the part of the PERSIANS. Since NADIR’S. 
death, and the abandoning of the caterprize of building PERSIAN fhips in the ruro- 
PEAN Manner, the Russtan veffels have been again reftored to the merchants, 


Tux foreign trade of the RUSSIANS conlifts in red leather, linens, woollen 
cloths, and ruropEan manufactures, which they export to PERsra, the greateft 
part for the account of the ARMENIANS. In return they import feveral manufac- 
tures Of PERSIA, particularly thofe of casan, as Gk fafhes intermixed with gold, 
for the conlumption of the poLaAnpERs 3 wrought filks and ftuff$ mixed with cot~ _ 
ton; rice, coton; a {mall quanuty of drugs, and efpecially raw fille. They alfo 
bring rhubarb”, but as the government has engroffed this article, private perfons 
are forbid to: deal in it, under penalty of death. From xureva they formerly 
brought gold, lamb-fkins, cotton, and other commodities ; but this trade is now. 
difcontinued, as I have already obferved,. 


Warst Fwas buffed in getting what infomations were neceff Ty, the governor 
invited me toa feaft, at which there were near a hundred difhes: here | fawa fin- 
gular fpecimen of russran intemperance, for.there were above thirty People who: 
drank to excef§ in goblets", of a kind of cherry brandy°. This featt was made: 
for the birth of his grand-daughter, on which occafion the gueits prefented an offer. 
ing, each according to his rank, This is a civil way of levying a-heavy taxon the. 
merchants, and a cuftom, though not elegant, lef ‘abfurd than that of fome po- 
Hter countries ; for here without that difeuife, as if a man was doing an unworthy. 
action, and without ceremony, you leave one, or two ducats, or fome richer prefenc. 
on the lady’s bed, who firs up with great formality to be faluted.. 

My curiofity carried me to fee the devotion of the inp1an PAGANS inthe little: 
_temple which they have here. Their _priefts. ufe beads, incenfé, caps, proftrations. 
and offerings: they have alfo fmall bells, with other mufic, and raite their voices. 
i finging with the utmoft vehemence. The object of their adoration was a.PAGOD, 
‘ugly and deformed to a degree of horror. After the fervice was over, they pre-. 
ented mefome of the fruits which had been offered to this idol; but J thought pro- 
per to refufe them, not without fome melancholy reflections on. the abject ftate to. 
‘which human reafon is frequently reduced, 


THe rartars hold this ima -worfhip in the utmoft abomination : they will: 
not carry even money which has any impreffion of man, bird,. beaft, creeping 
thing, or infect, into their temples. Their devotion isin filence and. proftrations,. 
except that the prieft; in an awful fone, at certain times, utters an invocation to the: 
lord of nature, through the mediation of MaHomM ED.. It mutt be obferved,. thag. 
the TARTARS about this. city and kingdom, were formerly diftinguifhed under deno-. 

minations 


" THE greateft part of this valuable branch is brought into russia by the rartars of YARKUTSKY, . 
bordering on the eaftern TARTARS belonging to cuina - they travel through siperia to SAMAR A, , 
thence to CASAN 3 from thenceto mosco 

" BOCALLS, | | * The russians call it VISNOFKY,. 


X. 
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minations different from the prefent; for thefe countries were but little known, nor 
are.they. yet fufficiently civilized to admit of that communication, which affords. an 
- opportunity for an entire difcovery, though the RusSIANS have made a great pro- 
grefs in it. The NAGAY TARTARS are MAHOMMEDANS, refembling in countenance 
the KHaLMuckKs, but better favored, for their eyes are not fo. fmall; thefe and the 
KOOBANS are driven off to the eaftward, and have feldom of late years made any in- 
roads on the Russian frontiers. | 


For feveral miles round this city, where the foil will admit of cultivation, there 
are fettlements of a very civil and induftrious people of the race of the cRIM TAR- 
+ars, who are tributary to the russians. In the fummer they improve their land, 
the chief. products of which are manna ', “oats, mufk-melons and water-melons ; 
but they reckon that their principal treafure confifts in their wives and children, 
with their fheep, horfes, and cattle. When any of their daughters become mar- 
riageable, they cover her tent with white linen, and put a painted cloth on the 
top, which is ufually tied with red flrings = they have alfo a painted waggon on the 
fide of the tent; and this is to be her marriage ‘portion. Thofe who defign to 

“marry obferve this fignal, and the girl is generally given to him who offers the 
‘father the moft valuable prefent.. Thefe peaple are MAHOMMEDANS, and, contrary 
0 the practice of the KHALMUCKS, ‘extremely nice in their burial places. They 
alig their graves very deep, and after lining them with bricks dried in the fun, and 
white-wafhing them in the infide, they build a cover over them. They alfo raife 
thick walls of mud round each tomb, on the top of which are fixed one or more 
white flags, according to the character of the deceafed. 


[wap fpent fifteen days here, in expectation of the arrival of captain WOODROOFE 

from GHILAN, and-obferving that the feafon was far advanced,. I determined, fo 
foon as my caravan fhould come down the voLca, ‘to embark in a Russran veflel ; 
but the 4th of november I received the joyful news of WOODROOFE’S arrival at YER- 
KE? with a hundred bales of raw filk. 


Tre reader muft have obferved, by the conferences I had with the governor of 
this-place, how jealous the nussrans were of Mr. ELTON. Araporr the RUSSIAN 
conful in persia, now gave intelligence that this gentleman had been at BALKHAN 
on the eaft coaft of the caspran, that he had reduced a. province, and brought 
the chiefs of it prifoners to cHiLAN, and that WoODROOFE’S fhip had been employ- 
ed in this enterprize; concluding that fhe ought not to be permitted to return to 
persia. The real account of this matter, which captain WOODROOFE gave me 
foon after, was far from being fatisfactory, and proved that ELTON was indeed too 
deeply engaged in the affairs of the crown of persia. Of this the reader will 
judge from the following abftra&t of woopReoFE’s journal, relating to his voyage 
<0 BALKHAN, 


CHA P. 


P Seed fo called, | ¢ The mouth of the vonea. 
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Captain WOODROOFE’Ss voyare to BALKHAM, on” the eaft coaft of the caspian Cas, 
S ; 


ta 
oo 


t nad 
a 


-™ 
| 


under the diredtion of Mr. youn ELTON, dy order of NADIR SHAH. 


UNE the 24th, 194.3, the sHaun’s orders were fionified to me by captain. 
ELTON, to furvey the fouth eaft part of the caspran,-on which expedition. 
the captain was to go himfelf. | 


“ Jury the a1ft we weighed anchor and fet {ail for ENZELLEE, with orders ta: 
{top in LanGARoop road. As this was a new navigation, -to which, moft of the- 
merchants in GHILAN were ftrangers, I could procure no other freight, than a. 
{mall quantity of goods from Captain ELTON, with which he intended to.try the: 
market of ASTR/ABAD.. : 


“¢ Jury the 24th we-anchored in LANG AROOD road, where Mr. erran embarked’. 
I was then hardly recovered of a fever, with which I had been’ long afflicted, 
The 31ft at noon we weighed, and the 5th of auguft anchored: about two miles 
to the northward of the inlet into astRABAD bay. The next day I went in the 
long-boat to examine the entrance, and found a very good channel over the bar,. 
and a frefh. water river running into it from. the eaftward, We were about a 
mile from the mouth of this river towards the clofe of the evening, when we 
faw three large fandalls* coming over the bar.. The day following I armed and. 
manned the long-boat, in order to afcend the river upon a difcovéry, Nothing. 
appeared. near the fhore but woods and marthes, with a ridge: of mountains, 
which mmning parallel. with the. {ca-coaft, extend near eaft and weft. Art the 
entrance of the river there. is only five feet water, but after we had proceeded 
about twenty miles, we found not lef than twenty feet. We rowed all that 
day, but difcovered no fettlement. About a quarter of a mile from the entrance: 
the water was frefh, but eighteen miles higher “we petceived it to be brackith,. 
which is owing, I believe, to-the {ea water that comes over the marfhes. The 
wood is chiefly elm, willow, and birch, intermixed with vines. The: river 
runs about eaft north eaft, with a {mall current. We faw a great. number of 
wild buffalo’s, hogs and deer, and likewifé tracks, as. they appeared to us, of 
wolves.and tigers.. 


““ NicuHT coming on, and our people being almoft {pent with the heat and 


fatigue of the day, we refolved to take up our lodging there, and prepared tb 


defend ourfelves againft the wild beafts - for this purpofe we cut down a large 
quantity of wood, and almoft inclofing ourfelves, fet it on fre. The preateft. 
Inconveniency we fuffered, was from the gnats, which ftung us fo intolerably, 


that many of our. people itripp’d themfeives, and lay all but their heads-in tie: 


“* water. 


"PERSIAN boats fa-called, 
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water, Not having difcovered any fettlement, about midnight we began to row 
down again, and at noon we reached the bay, 


“ As we continued our courfe along fhore, about two miles to the fouthward of 
the mouth of the river, we heard the report of a mufket, and Jooking towards the 
place from whence it came, we faw about fifty men all armed, coming out of 
the woods down to the fea fide. Though we were apprehenfive they were rob- 
bers who often infeft this coatt, yet.we refolved to ftand in for the fhore. At 
our approach perceiving we had ftore of fire arms, they began to retire into the 
woods. We therefore fent our PERSIAN fervant on fhore, to acquaint them that 
we were come upon that coaft by the sHan’s orders, having bufinefs at asrRaBanD, 
and to convince them of the truth, we offered to exchange hoftages, and that 
if three of their people would come into our boat, three of ours fhould go with 
them ; to which they confented. Upon-this I went, attended by our interpreter 
and a fervant, to the village of KONDAGAZAR, which is near a mile from the 
water fide, through a thick wood, We were received by the principal people of 
the village with great regard, and after refrefhing our‘elves with what the place 
afforded, we returned to our boat; Among other things, we learnt that the 
three fandalls which we faw coming over the bar, were TURKUMAN pirates, who 
had plundered a village a little to the fouth weft, where they killed eighteen men , 
and that thefe contioual depredations obliged thern to be always upon their guard. 
As it was very dark, we lay all night in the boat, but the next day we went . 
aboard our fhip, weighed and came to anchor in KONDAGAZAR road, in two and 
three quarters fathom water, in ful muddy ground. ~ 


“ Avoust the 11th I went on fhore with letters from captain xurow for the 
governor of AsTRABAD, in which he defired that, as he was about the sHAH’s 
affairs, he might be provided with horfes to carry him to the city. At my re- 
turn we landed our little cargo, not without fome difficulty, the fhore being « 
flat and low. Whillt we lay here, the villagers fhewed us great crvilities, and 
conftantly fent us provifions of every fort in abundance. The «3th, feveral of 
the principal inhabitants came on board, and acquainted captain ELTON, that 
the governor had fent horfes’and fervants to conduct him to asTRABAD ; upon 
which he immrediately went on fhore. After {pending feveral days in furveying 
this bay, and taking Jandfkips of the coaft,; nasgER aGa, an officer in the 
SHAH’s fervice, arrived from the camp, with orders to take four of the ocuRT- 
yoys* who had left their country, and put themfelves under PERSIAN protection, 
to ferve us as pilots, as chey were well acquainted with the eaftern coaft. He 
was likewife commiffioned to take a fufficient number of foldiers under his com-. 
mand, with diredtinns to look for a proper place to budd a garrifon, in order to 
awe the OGURTJOY pirates, and prevent their excurfions. : 
“ Tue gift of auguft, captain exrow and NasEER AGA, with cighteen foldiers 
and four pilots, came on board: and the next day we weighed. We arrived the 


8th of feptember at the fouth end of ipax, the weltermoft of the ocurTjoy 


*¢ iflands, 
> Inhabitants of the lands on the eaftern coatt. 
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iflands, and coafted the eaft fide of ir, continuing our furvey for four days, - Ie 
is a long fandy ifland, which {tretches itfelf about north and fouth. Near it is - 
DEVERISH, a barren ifland, which extends itflf tO north eaft and fourh welt, 
The pilots affirmed this to have been formerly a high Jand-; but-now it is low, 
which we imputed to the ring of the water. Between thefe two iflands IS a Ve- 
ry good channel three fathoms deep, which extends to the northward. Ipax 
has two wells of freth Water, and is inhabited by eight or ten families, who have 
afew fheep and Boats. = The foil produces a coarfe fort of grape, melons, cu- 
cumbers, Carrots, ontonms, &c. The inhabitants, for want of harbours, having 
no boats, borrow them of their neighbours in the iflund of NAPHTONIA 4, 


““ SEPTEMBER the tath, we weighed and cartie in clofe under the eaft fide of 
NAPHTONIA. The coaft is difficult of accefs, the land being very high ; it extends 
itfelf fix or eight leagues north and fouth, and contains about thirty-fix families, 
who have twenty-eicht large boats, with feveral wells of NaPTHA', The 
harbour is on the cait fide ofthe fend to the fouthward there are four {mall 
ifles, between all which, By the relation of our pilot, a native of the place, there 
is full ten feet water, ag there is likewife up a large bay to the eaftward of them, 
almoft as far as RaL«Han hill. NaPrronta has plenty of theep, wild-goats, 
famels, and affes, with exceeding good water; the latter is a preat advantage 
to them, forall the {prings along’ this coatt, except here, and on IDAK, are falt 
or brackith. The (vil js fruitful, affording all manrier of garden-ftuf. There 
is an old mofque, to which the inhabitants come to worthip. Thefe people fab- 
fift entirely by piracy; making continual depredations on the neighbouring parts 
Of PERSIA, 


** To: remedy this evi, xapre SHAW fothe years fince, ‘offered to forgive all that 
was pait, and to receive them into his favour, if they would come and fettle about 
ASTRABAD, bay, where they might have lands, and {el} their NapTHa tothe inha- 
bitants of that quarter, ‘This’ they accepted, and’ carried on a brifk trade for 
about two years, felling their NAPTHA to the PERSIANS, TURKUMANS, and 
roving OUSBEGs, arid purthafing provifions to fupply the inhabitants of the 
iflands. But, having had'an- opportunity of colle€ting a number of boats, they 
grew tired of this way of living, and returned to their trade of piracy ; fo that 
BALKHAN became a general rendezvous of robbers, | NaApia sHan, being at tha€ - 
time engaged in his expedition againft the MOGHoOL, poftponéd the réduction of 
thefe people till his return. But upon: enquiry he now found it attended with 
great dificulty, for the place is almoft inacceflible by larid, and the country fo 
wild and barren, that none but thofe hardy people the rurxumans can live in 
it. Befides, in fummer there is no freth water along the coat, except One weil, 
and in winter the defert is exceeding cold, 

© Sze- 


1 So called by the RUSStaNS; the PERSTANS Call it cHERRICAR. . - a 
* This is commonly underftoad to be a {pecies of bitumen : it is of the nature’ of oil, dfs very dark 


‘Brey colour, and fu'phureous {melf. 
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«© SppTEMBER the 15th, we weighed, and ran through a channel not wider than 
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half a cable’s length, between the eaft end of DEVERISH and NAPHTONIA, and 
ftood away along the north end of the latter. This channel is faid to have been 
fordable about eighteen years ago, but now it has every where ten or twelve feet 
water. To the eaftward we faw fourteen large boats, which rowed towards us 
for fome time, and then hoifting their fails, ran round a bank of fand to the eaft 
fide of NAPHTONIA, where they have a town with a pretty good harbour. As it 
was a calm we could not follow them, and a {trong current fetting out of the bay 
we were obliged to anchor in feven fathom water. ‘The next day having a weit- 
erly breeze we weighed, and ran up the fide of the ifland parcan, which forms 
the fouth part of the bay, and extends near eaft and weft. There is fome rifing 
ground on it, but no inhabitants, the land being barren and fandy. Notwith- 
ftanding there is no water on this ‘Mand, yet, by report, it abounds in wild goats 
and deer, which, as the PERSIANS generally fay, require no water, but fubfiit 
on the heavy dews that conftandy fall in thofe parts. We continued founding, 
and got up to a fmall ifland on the fouth fide of the bay, called DAGADAW, 
where we anchored in two fathoms water. 


“ ‘THe day following we went with the long oat to furvey the ifland, defigning 
alfo to go on fhore on the main land: for. refh water. Our pilot carried us.2o 
two fprings, where there were many tracks of camels and fheep: the water vHS 
brackith, for as all the land on this fide the casPIAN is impregnated with falt, fo 
are the fprings, except two at the foot of BALKHAN mountain; and yet the TuR- 
x uMans and their cattle drink of it. I was informed, that itis now a hundred 
years fince the OxUS emptied itfelf into the upper end of this bay. As this 
“ver was often dried up in many places in the heat of fummer, the TURKU~ 
mans imagined, that by ftepping the mouth of it they could preferve it above. 


- But the contrary fell out, for the water having no paflage to clear away the fand, 
“which was conitantly blown off the defert into this river, it is filled up, and 


{carce any veftiges of it are now remaining near the caspian fea. ¥ 


‘© Round DAGADAW there Is full two fathom water, which is conftantly fmooth 
and clear. Our pilots informed us there is a great fcarcity of fifh, for which 
reafon the inhabitants keep ten fifhing beats in a bay about half a day’s journey 
to the northward, which the persraws call ops MAYSEY '. Here they catch plen- 
ty of fifh, not only for their own ufe, but likewife for fale to the TURKUMANS, 
and roving TARTARS. The RUSSIANS pretend there is a whirlpool in this bay ; 
but this is denied by the TURKUMANS, who affirm they fifh all over it. In every 


part of it there is at leaft eight fathom water ; but the entrance is very narrow. 


_ sé SpppemBer the 18th, as we continued. founding up the bay we found the 
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‘ people who, upon our approaching near the ifand, made fignals by throwing 


water grew fhallow, the deepeft is clofe along the ifand DARGAN, whichruns up 
near the foot of the mountain of BALKHAN, between which and the ifland there 
‘sa little channel of five feet water. Rowing acrofs the bay we faw numbers of 


‘sup 


* Or fifhing water. 
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up fand in the air, which at a diftance appeared like finoke. - They began their 
fignals at the water fide, and: were anfwered quite to the eaftermoft end. When _ 
we were arrived at the foot of the mountain we faw fourteen boats at anchor 
to the fouthward of parcan, where there is a wide bay that extends into the 
CASPIAN. Our pilot informed us, that at the foot of the mountain there is five | 
fect water, which deepens gradually tothe weftward into ten feet ; .and this is the 
founding through all the paffages between naPHTONIA and the iflands to the 
fouthward. This day we weighed, and ran up into nine feet water, and moored 
the fhip near the foot of the mountain. | | 


‘“* Here captain ELTON and NASEER aGa went in fearch of a convenient fpot, on 
which they might build afort. They had-taken with them: on fhore the par- 
stan foldiers, a pilot, and four failors, with arms and ammunition fufficient to 
make a defence againft thofe TarTars, in cafe of an attack. Soon after they 
put off, we faw the foutteén boats fteering to the weftward,- but could not per- 
ceive any body Uponthe ifland, 


‘© SEPTEMBER the 22d, our people returned from their furvey, and reported, 
that when they had got up to BALKHAN they found only one man on the coaft, 
whom the TarTars had commiffioned to enquire after us. Upon our firft ap- 
proaching NApHTONIA, the inhabitants imagined we were driven in there by dif- 
trefs, for which reafon they manned all their boats with defign to cut us off. But 
obferving that we beat the drum and fired the morning gun, and feeing us run fo 
readily through the narrow paffage between peverisu and NapHToNtrA, they 
concluded we were fent by the sHaun to deftroy them; upon which they made al! 
hafte back to fave their families and cattle. The former they conveyed in boat: 
tO BALKHAN, with an intent to alarm the TarTars in that neighbourhood ; bu 
they tranfported their cattle,.confifting of camels, fheep, and affes to parcan, 
together with two women flaves, and two of their own men, to whom they gave 
in{tructions to drive them to the fouth eaft part of the ifland. But feeing us 
come up the bay fo clofe after them, they went round, in order to take in their 
cattle again, left we fhould intercept them. This precaution however proved 
quite fruitlefs from another caufe; for, to their great furprize, they found that 
moft of them were already deftroyed-by wild beaffs. One of the flaves was al- 
fo killed: the other being greatly diftrefled for want of water, and not vied to 
fuch hardfhips, expired in a few hours; fo that only the two men and a few 
camels were faved. They failed then to the fouthward, while the rurKUMANS 
and feveral oussrEG TARTARS who frequent this neighbourhood, fled up into the 
mountain of BALKHAN, | : a | 


“¢ THESE pirates were pofiefled of feventeen boats more, which were then on @ 
cruife onthe coaft of MAZANDERAN and asTRABAD. Tis their cuftom to fend 
only half their boats out at a time, for fear of a vifit from the suau’s forces, 
or left they fhould lofe a prize by fuffering any veffel to efcape, that might be 
driven in here by diftrefs. Whenever this happens, they take all that is ufeful 
out of her, then fet her on fire, and either kill the failors, or fell them as flaves 
to the OUSBEG TARTARS, 


"© CapTain 
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‘© CapTaiNn ELTON having received this information, proceeded in his furvey, in 
order to be fatisfied if there was any poffibility of executing the sHan’s project, 
© This prince had been informed, that there was plenty of frefh water in thole 
** parts; but upon examination it was found that the fprings were overflowed with 
‘© fait water. ‘here was another fpring indeed a mile and a half higher up, bur as 
it was very {mall and at fuch a diftance, it would not anfwer the purpofe. The 
ifland of pAGADAw was judged the fafeft place for the garrifon, as the magazines 
would be there moft fecure from any furprize by land on the part of the TaRTARS. 
With regard to frefh water, captain ELTON propofed to provide a number of 
boats, and to bring itfrom NapHtToni4.; which was the more feafible, as the na- 
vigation between the two iflands is extremely fafe. 
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“ SepTeMBer the 28th, as I had a voyage now depending from GHILAN to 
** Russra, there was not time fufficient to make any farther difcovery. There was 
‘© only half a hogfhead of frefh water on board, and to go on hore on NaPHTONIA 
‘© would have occafioned too great a delay. We therefore weiched for raRABAD, 
** where we landed our paflengers the 30th of feptember; and after getting fre: 
“* water we proceeded for ENZELLEE.” : 


* 


From this account of captain wooproore, it “fe ms that. waprr, with his ufual 
fagacity, forefaw a rebellion from that fide of TURKUMANIA, Which induced him 
to employ his new fervant eLTon ; his intent being to fend a fleet to aaLKHAN with 
provifions, in order to build a fort and keep a garrifon in that place, to awe the 
TURKUMAN TARTARS. This ftep could not but give great offence to the RUSSIANS, 
becaufe their barrier would become fo much the weaker, and the persrans might 
the more eafily invade Russia on that fide, which had been always confidered as. 
impracticable, - oe ve oe : 





* 
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The author continues bis voyage down the vo.ca to the mouth of the caspian. A 
brief account of the KHaLMUCK. fettlements; and of the river voLtGa. The mé- 
thod of curing CAVIARE. | oR 


OVEMBER the 8th, we left astracnan under convoy of the gover- 

nor’s barge with twelve grenadiers. .It has been already obferved, that this. 
old gentleman had been greatly inftrdmental in bringing the rar Tans toa peaceable 
fubjeCtion to the RUSSIAN government: for this purpofe he had taken all the large. 
boats from the KHALMUCKs ; itfomuch that heref as in other places, they were ob- 
liged to fifh in fmall canoes. At night we flept within piftol-thot of a KHALMUCK. 
fettlement. The habitations of thefe people are round tents, which they call 
KHABITKA’S, raifed with canes in the form of a cone, and covered with wiLocxs*- 


Thefe. 
* This is a very thick felt of camel's hai which keeps out the weather extremely well. 
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Thefe tents are of ten and fome of fifteen yards in circumference, and about 
twelve feet high; they make their fires in the center of the tent, and the f{moke 
iffues from the top, which is Prepared for that purpote. 


THESE people are miferably poor, fubfifting on th which they take in the vorca : 
‘they dry in the fummer their Winter’s provifion. They prefer to live on the 
banks, where flags and ruthes are grown to a great height, thefe being fome de- 
fence again{t the rigors of the cold feafon. There are feldom feen above feven or 
cight tents in a place, which contain thirty or forty perfons, who live in difting fa- 
milies under one whom they chufe as their chief Befides thefe, there are other 
KHALMUCKS, who travel to the fouth when the winter comes on, and return north- 
ward in the heat of the fummer. | 


It. is eafy to. canceive how murders and: robberies frequently, happen in thefe 
parts, If gave the ftriftett: orders for a regular watch of two men under arms. 
during the night ; .but I more-than once found them faft afleep, As we advanced. 
within thirty werfts of the mouth. of the voLca, we defcried a. Preat number of 
fmall ifflands; the whole fcene appearing wild and. inhofpitable. We were. obliged, 
to flop at sapListova, a little land, where. refides the. officer who-gives clears 
ances to paflengers, 


Beinc happily arrived at VERKE, we-embarked‘in che pririsy Kip EMPRESS of: 
Russia, much delighted. to find ourfelves in a veffel of good oak, regularly buile, 
well fitted, and probably the only. complete fhip which till that time had appeared | 
On the caspian. It was no leis a pleafure to fee the encuisy flag hoifted, and. 
fome fatisfaction to receive thofe common marks of efteem.which. matters of fhips. 
ufually. pay their merchants when they have any guns, —— 


of the nobleft in the world. It derives its fource from the Jake FERNOFF in the. 
‘Province of reEscorr, running, according to general computation, -near four- 
_ thoufand five hundred werfts' before it empties itelf into the CASPIAN fea. It. 
takes in.the river rwersa which comes from TWEREs the MOscwa from mosco ; 

the occa from coLumNna ; the KAMA, which divides the NaGay and KOOBAN: 
TARTARS ; the SAMAR at SAMARA, with. a. Great number. of other rivers,’ Tt is. 
of the utmoft utihty to the greateft part of the vait empire of RUSSIA, not only: 
with regard to commerce, but as it has been a’ means. of reducing the different: 
tribes of rartars who frequent its borders, | a 


Tue immenfe quantities of water: which this river receives from others, and’ 
from the many hilly countries from whence defcend great torrents, particularly: 
‘when the fhow melts in the {pring, are the caufe of its Swelling at different times. 

: ana! 


* Three thonfand EXGLISM miles. 
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and places. It begins ufualiy to rife in march, and increafes in april and may, 
continuing above its ulual mark, till the end of june, and then it decreafes very 
” fat, There is often another rife in feptember, by autuminal rains ; but this is not 
fo conftant, nor near fo confiderable. It varies in different places ; at ASTR ACHAN 
it is only feven oF. eight feet, unlefs the foutherly winds blow in the water at the 
fame time from the CASPIAN. About zarirzen, which is above four hundred 
werfts higher, I faw a mark at about twenty feet, as already mentioned , and at 
casan, which is twelve hundred and fifty werfls. yet higher, the rife is faid to be 
such greater. AAS there are fo many diferent climates in the courle of this river, 
the ice breaks up at different times; aS at ASTRACHAN about the end of february, 
and at CASAN generally. a month. later. Hbere the banks alter almoft every year, 
partly by the force of the currerit, and pertly by the fands which are blown into 
the river from the adjacent country. The danger arifing from thefe fhifting banks 
is not very great ; but they create delays. «. The common courfe of the ftream can 
hardly be reckoned above a mile an hour, but at the time of the floods it 1s gene- 
rally three miles. — So ys 


. . 


Tue navigation is very difficult fot: vefiels drawing above five feet water, except 
in the flood times, when the largeft: fatcbottomed veffels find fufficient water. l 
have feen a veflel afloat in‘ the.month of o€tober, faid to have fix hundred tuns 
of falt and fifh aboard: and in fome feafons they have barks of greater burthen. 
The trade from many parts is great and extenfive, but from .no place ‘more:con- 
Gderable than from YARISLAW and CASAN. The failors who navigate this river, 
are remarkable for their dexterity in warping. They have three boats to carry out 
the warps, which they take in forward ;~and-at the fame time. they coil the: warp 
from the ftern into the boat, while the other twe.boats dre a-head laying frefh warps ; 
for as foon as they have run out one;-the end of the other is ready. Thefe vefiels 
fometimes carry from one hundred and fifty to two hundred men, and as their 
bignefs prevents their failing, éxcept the wind. be very fair, they warp thirty EN- 
cLisH miles in .a day agajast the ftream, which, as we have already obferved, is 
fometimes very rapid. » Belides..the watt abundance of fifth taken in this river, and 
fent either falted or frozen to diftant parts of the Russran empire, there is a conii- 
derable commerce carried on in CAVIARE °. | | 





Tur method of preparing this commodity ig to take away the ftringy part; then 
to mix it with fale well cleaned and made into brine; when it is drained from the 
oily parts and prefied, it becomes of fuch a confiftency as to-keep two or three 
years. The grain is of a darkifh grey colour, almoit as bie as a pepper corn, and 
cuts tranfparent. In the winter ‘ris fent frefh to all parts of the empire, and is 
much efteemed by the natives as’ well as foreigners, being well known to partake 
of the nature of oyfters. There is allo a large quantity made for exportation, 
which is confamed in :TaLy and by the chriftians in the LEvaNT. The ARMENI- 
ans have the fkill of preparing it beft, and ufually make above fix thoufand poods 


-every * year, In 1749 they brought twenty thoufand poods to market. 
2 Having 


Y Roe of flurgeon and belluga, the RUSSIANS call it 1E@RA. * About one hundred tuns. 
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Flavine thus given a fhort account of the vonea, and being ready to launch 
out into the caspian, I think it will be proper to introduce a more particular de- 
deription of that fea, befides what has been already given concerning BALKHAN, 
But as this is a province which properly belongs to a feaman, I muft refer my reader 
to the following extracts of captain woopRooFe’s journal, from his firft entering 
on that navigation. : | | 
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Extratis of captain wooproore’s journal, from bis Setting out from ASTRACHAN 
in june 1742, on bis firft voyage on the CASPIAN. 


<t UNE the 2oth, 1742, upon our entrance into the CASPIAN fea, we met 
“¢ with hard gales of foutherly winds, attended with a very hollow fea, and foon 
‘* loft our great launch from the ftern. The day following we hauled up to the 
“* eaftward, on account of the rocks lying between swerot and zeEtLot iflands ; fome 
_“* of thefe run a mile to the eaftward, and there is a very large one two miles eaft 
*“< of swetror. Here we faw feveral breakers, which we took to be rocks under 
“* water, The fafeft way is to avoid zeLor, the land being low and the weather 
“* generally hazy : and it is not difcernible above two leagues even in clear weather, 


** June the 27th, for feveral days we had light wefterly and fouth weft winds, 
“with a ftrong current, which fruftrated our endeavours to reach ENZELLER, 
** Our water running low we made the fouth fhore, and came to an anchor in ten 
‘* fathom, when we difcovered a town from the maft-head. The fhore for many 
‘“ miles has the appearance of a very pleafant and fertile country, aprecably 
checkered with groves, paftures, and arable lands. At the extent of this Jand- 
{kip 1s a ridge of high mountains, extending from eaft to weft, behind which 
** the peck peMoan rifes far above the reft. We immediately hoifted out our 
“‘ boat, and having rowed three leagues to the eaftward, we landed near the town 
** of MESCHEDIZAR, | | 


, a 


4 


* 


és 


** Here an hundred men under arms prefented themfelves, and without any 
** ceremony dragged our boat to fhore, fignifying that we were their prifoners. 
‘** Among this troop there were three who had ‘the appearance of officers, but 
“* feemed to preferve no kind of difcipline. — They ftood for near an hour. at bay, 
“* refting on their arms, and laughing very loud, At length a perion came whom 
‘* they treated with great deference; -he was attended by feveral others of good 
‘* figure, and among the reft by a russian interpreter. 


** ‘Turs perfon demanded in very civil terms:who I was, and what I. wanted. 
*¢ T informed him that I had a cargo of goods for the ENGLISH factory at RESHD, 
** in whole tervice 1 was employed ; that my fhip was at anchor three leagues to the 

| ‘* eaftwarc, 
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eattward, and that contrary winds and want of water had eccafioned my coming 


‘on fhore. He replied, that the cafe might poffibly be as I repreiemted it, but 


as the coaft was very much expofed to the depredations of pirates, he mutt be 
{atished in a circumftance which could not but appear fufpicious ; adding, that 
to be convinced of our innocence, he would difpatch a meflenger to inquire 
after our ‘veflel, {fn the mean time he defired me to fit down by him on the Jand, 
affuring me that IT had nothing to fear. Ule invited me alfo to fup with him, 
and at. my requeft ordered a proper guard over the boat, with provifions for 


the fallors.* We had hardly reached his houfe when the fetvant arrived with 
the news of the thip, with which he was very well pleafed. When we had 


finifhed our repaft, he made xn apology for what had happened, informing me 
that MAHOMED KHAN the governor of the province, had iffued out orders to all 
theswillages along the fea-coafl, to detain every ftrange boat that fhould come 
on fhore, and fend the commander of it to him ; for which reafon I muft go with 
him the next day to BALFRUSH, the metropolis of this province. 


« Earzy the next morning horfes were brought to the door, and three fervants 
attended us on foot to BALFRUSH. The governor had heard of my arrival, 
and being wei! acquainted with our factory in REsHD, entertained me with a 
very handfonze dinner, and gave me a pafipert to procure affiftance in all other 
parts of that coaft fubjeét to his authority. As a further proof of his good will, 
he ordered the calentar to furnif us with water from certain choice fprings, | 
and with atl the provifions I wanted; and if 1 had no pers:an money, he de- 
fired him to take my bills upon the factors atresHb, Adfter thele civilities he 
wifhed mea good voyage, and I took my leave. 


“ Berween this city aiid mescuepizar, which ate diftant from éach othet 
about twelve miles, is a pleafant country. The people are well limbed, robuft, 
and aé¢tive, particularly in wreftling, running, and other fuch exercifes. At 
MESCHEDIZAR there is a little market for fruit, fuch as mufk-melons and water- 
melons, apples, pears, afd plums, very choice raifins, rice, brown and loaf 
fugar, which théy make here and at saLFRuSH. The loaf fugar is bad, and 
when diffolved produces a greafy fcum; but the raw brown fugar, though of a 
very dark colour, is of a firm grain and not difagreeable. The inhabitants ule 
a liquid called dufhab, made from the juice of grapes, with which they fweeten 
their water and rice. They have alfo comfits of lemon peel and lime; hikewifé 
ginger, citrons and almonds, chiefly candied and preferved with brown fugar. 
Provifions were fo cheap, that a good fheep coft only about four fhillings , they 
have cheefe and butter, but the firftis very bad, and the laft of too {weet a flavor. 


«© Tuere is a fmall river that nitis into the fea, by which they carry on a trade 
to GHILAN, chiefly confifting of raw cotton, callicoes, and earthen ware, 
thefe goods are brought to their market by the peafants ‘on affes and cows, and 
in bad weather are carried the fame way into GHILAN, but in fummer they 
are conveyed by water in flat bottomed veffels. The peacn of the fea is driven. 
up in this place to a great height, and behind it are lakes of ftagnant, brackifh 
water, and marfhy woody land, The furf, which had hindered our getting off, 
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‘Chap. XXL. RELATING TO THE CASPIAN SEA. 9 


being now abated, we launched our boat from the fhore, with her loading of 
frefh water, which came aboard very feafonably. After our return from mxs- 
CHEDIZAR we difcovered FrnNicaNAR, another fmall village near the fea fide 
here we put afhore, and filled our cafks with excellent water, having firft pro- 
duced the certificate which MAHOMMED KHAN had piven us, to which the vil- 
lagers paid io much regard, as to refufe the money we offered them for their 
afliftance. | | | 


‘“¢ Finrcanar is fituated in the midft of a wood, on a little river which formerly 
difcharged itfelf into the fea, but now the mouth of it is flopped up ; upon 
which occafion they tell a remarkable ftory. About eight years ago a great 
party of Russtan and rurKuMAn pirates having ftolen a large vefle! from the 
entrance of the vonca, put into this river with a defign to plunder all the vii- 
lages upon it. ‘They had with them fix pieces of fmall cannon, and a confide- 
rable quantity of ammunition, intending to fortify themfelves here, and efta- 
blifh a rendezvous. The inhabitants having fufpicion of their intentions, aban- 
doned Finicanar, ‘and alarming their neighbours came down undifcovered, and 
filled ‘wp the mouth of the river with trees and fand; mer, women and chil- 
dren exerting themfelves in this common danger. The pirates were plundering 
at difctetion, fearlefs of furprize; when the persian peafants muftering all 
their ftrength attacked them. Some of the pirates were killed, others taken, 
and the reft made the beft of their way down the river, expecting to recover 
their veflel; but they foon found their miftake, and nothing remained ‘but to 
furrender themfelves. The russtans were pardoned upon entering into the 
PERSIAN fervice; but the ruRKUMANS, being old offenders, were cut to pieces, 
The veffel ftill lies at the mouth of the river, and the dam is become a &rm 
beach, which defends the brave cottagers from the like invafion, tho’ it has 
ruined their: river. : 





C H A P. XXIII. 


Captain WOODROOFE’s journal continued, from july 1742, to june 1743, with Lhe 


as 


jeveral remarkable occurrences till bis voyage to BALKHAN. 


PEE sth of July we departed from rinrcawar for GHILAN, but our voy~ 

age was much retarded by light wefterly breezes, and a ftrong current. 

We found the foundings along the coaft very gradual and regular. The wind 

continuing contrary we put into Lancaroop bay. Ina cove * to the wettward 

we difcovered a veffel at anchor; upon which we ran into feven fathom water, 
came to an anchor, and difpatched our letters to RESHD. 


© THE 
* LANGAROOD cove. . 


Vou. TS. O 
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“ The t3th, a-light breeze {pringing up, at eaft fouth eaft, we weighed, and 
the next day came to an anchor in enzeLig. road, A. {cant of water on the bar 
obliged us to unload our cargo, which was carried tO. PERIBAZAR iN PERSIAN 
‘Koats, and from thence by land to ngswp: ‘There is a river running from Pert- 
BAZAR tO RESHD, but it is fo drained by the multiplicity of channels to convey 
water to their rice grounds, as renders ir unnavigable. This 1s an open road, 
intirely expofed to the north. ‘Phe winds being light and veerable favored us 
very much, but a hollow northern {well, with a {trong eaftern current, ren- 
dered it both difagreeable and dangerous. Che inlet from ENZELLE road to 
ENZELLE fora mile and half has the appearance of a river, but afterwards it 
opens into a lake of about. three leagues extent, where the russtan vefflels lie; 
and from whence a narrow river runs about two miles further to PERIBAZAR : 
the courfe acrofs the lake is fouth eaft by. fouth half fouth. The 28th, our 
cargo being all landed, we were taken into the fervice of the PERSIAN govern- 
ment to carry rice to DERBEND for the army, where the SHAH was then in perfon, 
endeavouring to reduce the LESGEE TARTARS. | ee 


«© Wuirs we were taking in our lading from the magazine at peripazar, I made 
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fome obfervations on the prasian mannet of.fhip building. The major part 
of their veflels are built by Russian differters,. who -mect with encouragement 
from the perstans. They are. made of elm, which’ abounds in this provinee ; 
their fails are of cotton, their cables of flax, and fome, of the bark of trees. 
In fair weather they hoift a large tquare fail, two parts laced together; and when 
it blows a little they come to anchor clofe in fhare, not chufing to be farther out 
than two fathoms water. If it blows hard they let their veffel run with her 
broad fide afhore, and endeavour to keep her there moor’d. by the ftumps of 
trees, which are found in abundance on this coaft. In order. to heave them off 





again, they carry {pars, but they. are often. obliged to unload them, and are 


frequently wrecked. To fupply their want of anchors, they ufe crooked - pieces 


of iron, with ftones tied to them. . There are fome. larger veffels built after the 


ancient manner, of thirty or forty tuns, which are called fandalls’s: their beams 
are dovetail’d through the fide in tiers, amd a row in every three feet’; by which 
means thefe veftéls are divided into partitions, which are made tight, fo as to 
confine any leak, and prevent its communication. with the reit of the fhip. 
They are moftly caulked with cotton, the infide as wall as the out; the feams. 
are filled as full as poffible when they are firft built ; and to fecure them the more 


effectually, they cover them with canvafs well tarred, and lay battins over ic 


every three or four inches, ftapling them faft with a kind of crooked nail. ‘This. 
method keeps them dry during four or five years, after whieh they are generally 
broke up as. ufeleis. Their KinyigMs ° are in the greateft ule and efteem, 
though they feldom venture with any of them farther than MEscHEDIZaR for 
raw cottor, oats, and earthen ware: or eaftward to Baxu, where they carry 
rice, and return with rock falt, faffron, and NaPTHA. 


ee Aveusr 
a A {mall village on the weft point of the land. - © Small boats fo called. 
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** Aucust the 29th, the russtan conful at RESHD appeared very jealous, and gb- 
“* liged our russtan feamen to fign papers, without their knowing the contents, 
“* This morning when we weighed for DERBEND, we faw a RUSSIAN veffel ftranded. 
°° We arrived there in twelve days, but 2 great furf on the beach detained us on 
** board cll the rath of feptember; we then went on fhore to make 4 report of our 
“* cargo, and were ordered by H¥SSEIN ALI BEG the chief receiver of Provifions, 
“* to take all favorable Opportunities to land it, The russran and ARMENIAN 
merchants were much offended at our fhip’s being employed by the PERSIANS, 


“as it interfered with their intereft; and the con{y] threatened to complain of our 
** conduct to the court of RUSSIA. 7 


m 


Lin) 


“© SEPTEMBER the r7th, the furf on the beath decteafing, I went on fthore in 
fearch of a proper place to and the cargo. he receiver Hussein ary BES, 
with the RussIAn fecretary, the interpreter, and feveral perfons of diftinG@ion on 
iorfeback, where juft then arrived at. the: water fide. A running footman ap- 
proached, and made figns te-me to come to his mafter. I imagined he had 
fome ordets-to communicate ‘with relation to our lading, but, to my infinite 
“* furprize, I no fooner drew near than they began to beat me with fticks in a mott 
"© unimerciful manner, without alledging the leaft reafon-for fuch behaviour, After 
they had knocked me down upon the beach, a fellow fae on my head, fqueez- 
‘“ ing my face into the fand, fo that I was almoft fuffocated whil& two men conti- 
“" nued to beat me on the back, till I was quite deprived of fenfe. and motion. 
They then fuffered one of our men fo carry me off, not without two or threa 
violent blows on the head, which brought on a great effufion of blood. After 
“* this act of barbarity, it was obferved that the russian interpreter made a low 
** bow to the receiver, who being now informed that ¥ was not a RUSSIAN fubjedt, 
and confcious of his temerity, rode down to our boat and begged pardon for 
the injury he had done me. ‘| wag carried on board fpitting blood, and remained 
“* two months very little capable of difcharging my duty. Captain e:ron, who 
"* now commanded the -hip, difpatched his interpreter to the camp, to follicie 
“‘ his own affairs, and at the fame time to complain of the ill treatment I had 
received, 7 
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‘* SEPTEMBER the 30th, having difcliatged: our targo we failed for LANGAROOD 
road, which we reached in nine days, ‘and began to load again with rice for 
DERBEND. After thipping our: fecond cargo, and being tolerably recovered of 
my braifes, I went to Rupizar, a village about fourteen miles from LANGA* 
ROOD Cove, in order to victual the fhip for her voyage... Here we met with very 
civil treatment, but whether It was becaufe ‘we were chriftians, or for fome other 
“* reafon, they would not admit.us into their houfes, fo that we were obliged to 
“ fleep in the market place: however they dreft vituals for us, and in all other 
‘* refpects were very obliging. In the evening we heard the found of muufic, the 
“* occafion of which was a wedding. The bride, the eldeft of the couple, was bur 
“ twelve years old, being married thus prematurely to prevent her being taken | 
** away without marriage, 
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‘¢ Decemper the 7th, after a very bad paffage, in which we loft our beft 
s "bower anchor, we atrived once more in DERBEND road. A great furf on 
$* the beach detained us three nights on fhore, where we found every thine 
«© very naked and uncomfortable. The houfes were without beds or furniture, 
« and fuel was fo fcarce as to be fold for the value of three pence the pound. Here 
« we found captain ELTON’s interpreter returned from the camp of NADIR SHAH, 
‘ who was abour ten leagues to the north of this place. He had reprefent- 
ed my ill treatment to ALI KOULI KHAN the king’s nephew, who together 
with MUSTAPHA KHAN, the next in precedence, made a report of the affair 
to the SHAH. 
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. «. Efussein ALI BEG was immediately fent for from DERBEND, and deprived not” 
only of his poft, but likewife of all his effects, even to his cloaths ; and he re- 
ceived moreover at the picquet three hundred blows on his feet and back: in this 
deep difgrace he was ordered to-return to DERBEND. Here he came to me, and 
throwing himfelf on his knees, begged I would ceafe from complaining, and as 
he had. nothing left. but-his life, that I would snot purfue him to deftruction. 
“ He confefled that he was fatally mifled: by the russian fecretary, who under 
.& pretence of my being a fubjeCt of Russ 1a; and of having committed an offence, 
«< had defired him to treat me in that erwél manner. This excufe induced aut 
KOULL KHAN to fave his life, and in a great meafure turned the edge of my re- 
fentment againft thofe execrable wretches who had been the ew --of his. commit- 
‘¢ ting fuch an aét.of inhumanity. 
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“ Tue facceffor of HUSSEIN ALI BEG WaS AGA NABIE, a courteous perfon, who, 
¢ either through refpect or fear; fhewed himfelf very induftrious in his new 
‘s employment, and ready to give us all tie affiftance in his power. Before 
«© we could land our cargo, a hard gale of wind came on at north north eaft, 
« which foon broke our fheet anchor, and drove us near the fhore : in this ex- 
“ tremity. we were afraid to truft our fhip and lives to the only anchor we had 
“¢ left, but cutting the fheét cable at the windlafs, with great difficulty we wore 
‘© the fhip with the forefail and foreftayfail,. and cleared. the breakers. We then 
‘© ftretched off to fea, with a double rééf7d.: mainfail, ° which foon fplit; but. 
‘““ having a pretty good offing we furled the forefail, and lay to under a mainftay- 
‘< fail, In two days the gale abated, and the wind é>ming round to the fouth- 
‘© ward, we returned te an anchor in the road. In our abfence two RUSSIAN 
“© veffels were ftranded, os 


- 


“ Nor liking fo precarious a fituation, we immediately loaded our long-boat 
with rice; but unfortunately the water being lower than ufual, the boat deep 
laden, and the fea running high, fhe ftruck apain{t a rock that lay under water, 
and {tarted one of her bottom planks. With great difficulty, by the help of near 
an hundred PERSIANS and RUSSIANS, we got out the rice, and hauled her up on. 
fhore. In the mean while the interpreter returned from the camp, and informed 
** us that captain ELTON had received fingular honors from wapir sHaH. About 
‘¢ midnight we were attacked by a gang of LESGEE robbers: but by the help of 
** cur arms, we repulfed them without any lofs. The next night thefe villains 
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made a fecond attack upon our tents, in hopes of the booty they had before mif- 
fed. One of our Russian failors upon watch called to them in the ruaKisH 
language, and receiving no an{wer, fired at them, the reft.of the people fying 
to their arms, a fkirmifh enfued, but no lofs was fuftained en our fide. Thefe 
were roving TARTARS, who had left their horfes on the outfide of the north 
wall, and crept through a hole under the baftions. The next day we traced 
them by their blood along the fnow to a confiderable diftance. To prevent any 
future attack, we acquainted the governor of what had befallen us, who pro- 
mifed to order a patrol of fitty horie to guard the walls during our continuance 
in that place. | | 


“© January the rsth 1743, captain ELTON returned from the camp meta- 
morphofed into a compleat prsstan, being dreffed in a coat of honor, a fafh, and 
acap, which were prefented to him by the sHaun.- In his-turbant he wore a {mall . 
roll of paper, containing the decree im which the honors granted him wete ex- 
prefied ; it being the. peRs1an-cuftom to wear the marks of the prince’s .favor 
in the moft-confpicuous manner. Mr. ELton alfo received a prefent of five 
hundred crowns, and his interpreter one hundred. Asa farther proof of this 
monarch’s good will towards us, a fevere piece of juftice was executed on Hus- 
SEIN ALI BEG: he was brought to the water-fide, where his noftrils were flit, 
and his ears cut off; in this condition he was ordered to watch under the gal- 
lows near the fhore, as long as we fhould continue there. —— 


‘‘ THE Russian fecretary was likewife mortified, by being obliged to afk | 
pardon for his cruelty. Accordingly he difpatched his fervant with a pre- 
fent of fruit and wine for captain ELTON; and at the fame time defired to 
be permitted to come on board to beg forgivenefs for the injuries he had done 
us: but we faved him the trouble by weighing anchor before the meffenger 
could return. So | oe | | 


“« Pesruary the 1f, we weighed for Baku; and a hard gale coming on, we 
loft our yawl from. the flern.. The 6th, we haul’d round zezxor ifland for 
Baku bay: but the nights being dark, and the wind blowing direétly off fhore, 
we were obliged to come t0..aa: anchor in nine fathom water, within two miles 
of the fhore, and yet could not difeern the land, the weather being hazy. Hard 
gales of north eafterly winds drove’ tis into forty-five fathoms water, where’ 
a great fea obliged us to cut away the cable at the windlafs before we could wear 
the fhip: then we bore away for Lancaroop, and happily weathered out the 
ftorm. The rath, we anchored in LanGarcop road, where we lay three days 
without the bar in no {mall danger; when a-favourable wind and fmooth water 
gave us an opportunity of running. into the cove, -Here we were to refit againtft 
the {pring, in order to carry filk from REsHD to astRacHaNn. In the mean 
while I furveyed LANGAROOD cove and river, and the coaft to the northward as 
far asthe river seeteT ROOD, along the bottom of the bay. 


« Marcu 
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«© Marcu the 2sth, we left this place, but did not reach yerxre road tll the 
‘8th of april; our paffage. having been obftructed by a great dinit cr .ce on 
“ the Russran coaft. Here we performed fourteen days querantine, ana then 
failed up to ASTRACHAN, where we faluted the governor witn jeven «uns. 
Whilft I had been refitting at LANGAROOD, Captain ELTON Went tO MAZANDE- 
RAN, accompanied by a persian officer. At their return they took my fhip 
carpenter and detained him on fhore; a circumftance which excned the jealowy 
of the russians. I delivered a prefent to the governor, confilling of oranges 
and lemons, with feveral forts of dried fruit, and fix kaRrpoys* of ISFAHAN 
wine; all which were immediately difpatched to court. I received orders to 
‘© careen my fhip, and forthwith to return to Guinan with the ENGLIsH goods 
‘© which were arrived here. a | 


tn 


aé 


4 


mn 


“6 
gt 
“6 


.¢ 


mm. 


6 


“ Tue 31ft of may we weighed anchor, and on the 17th of june arrived in 
ENZELLEE road, where we unloaded our cargo. Here | found captain eLton, 


«¢ who acquainted me that the sHan had ordered a furvey of the fouth eaft parts 
** of the caspian fea.” _ 


£@ 


_ ‘Tue furvey here alluded to by captain wooproore was the difcovery of BALK- 
Han, of which I have already acquainted my reader. I fhall now proceed to give 
fome account concerning the CaspraNn fea in general, partly from “my own obfer- 
vation, and partly from the relation of others who had the fame opportunity as 
mylelf, and were more accurate judges in regard to this matter. 





C H A P. XXIV. 


An Account of the rifing and falling of the CASPIAN fea. 


HEN the russians firft navigated the caspran, which is fuppofed to 
have been about the year 1556, they found only five feet water for 
near nine leagues to the fouth and fouth eaft of CHETIRIE BOGORIE. PETER 
the GREAT in his expedition againft persia in 1722, in the fame diftance found 
only fix feet water, infomuch that he was obliged to fend. his fleet of fmall veffels to 
fome diftance to take in their ftores. Near CHETIRIE BOGORIE there is now twelve 


foot water; here it begins to be falt, as in the body of the fea, and not frefh, as 
fome have imagined, | 


I NEVER could difcover that this fea abounds in fifh; though captain woopRoOoreE 
mentions that he had feen a few fturgeons off the ifland TOLEENA. AS to what is 
recorded in ancient ftory concerning the monftrows Gfh of the caspian, I imagine 

: Iv 


* A PERSIAN meafure, 
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it to be fabulous. The vonea and the yarrx indeed are. well known to be im- 


menfely rich in ith; and it is faid that there is preat plenty of. herrings, falmon, 
and fturgeon in KISLAR river and the Kura. | ae 


At fome diftance from the fhore we. in: vain endeavoured to ‘find. a-bottom 
with a line of four hundred and fifty fathoms. . The water has‘ rifen withia thirty 
years very confiderably, and- made great. inroads‘ on the russian fide. for about 
twenty werfts between the mouth of the vorca and ASTRACHAN, both on the 
caft and weft fide of the great channel of this river. This has rendered the ad- 
yacent country extremely marfhy. Nor has this fea been more indulgent to the 
. PERSIANS, for it is confidently faid that in the beginning of this century the land 
tor about eight ENGLISH miles on the fide of Lancaroop river wag dry, and well 
inhabited. “This I the more readily beliéve, as the tops of fome houfes are yer 
{een where the water is leveral feet deep. — he fame thing is reported of astra- 
BAD, where the inhabitants affirm that within thefe fifty. years the bay was ford- 
able by affes, and now. thére is two fathoms water. Captain wooproore heard the 
lame alfo at BALKHAN, ‘fo that it is no ways to be doubted that the great rivers 
VOLGA, YAEIK, IAMBA, SAMBUR, KURA, SEFIET ROOD, and others of lefs note, 
have emptied im menfe quantities of water, which the fun has not exhaled : and this 
alarms the inhabitants round the coat, : - 

Tae russrans affirm, that in the lake K ARABOOG ASKOY to the northward of 
BALKHAN, there is a fubterraneous pafiage, which has fucked in the boats -that: ar, 
tempted the difcovery ; butthis account is flatly denied by the ocurT Joy iflanders, 
who ferved captain wooproorr as pilots, and affured him that the deepeit part is 
but eight fathoms. The lake is-almoft round, and near eight leagues over, ahd as 
it abounds with excellent fith, they conttantly keep two boats employed, confe- 
quently they may well be fuppofed to know every part of it, 


THERE is a tradition that the waters of the caspian rife for thirty years, and 
for the fucceeding thirty fall Of again; but neither can this account be recon- 
ciled. It feems to me thatthe fame Jaw of nature, which produces a continual 
change of this part of matter, . by.-exhaling it in vapours, - which form rain, ._ 
hail, and fhow, not on! y to refreth’‘the" carth, but: to fupply the dprings of ri- 
vers, muft difpofe of thefle. waters heré:in~ the fame manner, It feems. likewife 
that as this MEDITERRANEAN lake is the grand refervoir of the vaft rivers, moun- 
tains, and traéts of land by which it js furrounded, it is alf the refervoir from 
which thefe tracts are watered; and from whenée the rivers-that fall into it are 
Jupplied. | re 

Docror HALtry, I am told, has proved by very nice experiments and calcu- 
lations, that the vapour arifing from the fea is more than lufficient to fupply all 
the rivers that flow ‘into it. And it Is not improbable, that the reafon why the . 
Waters of the caspian are rifen higher now than in the time of preter the GREAT, 
is, that there have been more moderate fummers fince his time than before; By 
which means a leis quantity of water has been exhaled, 


4 | Teer ep 
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Trpre area great number of rivers and rivulets which run into this fea, tha 

are not laid down in the map (chap. XX.) and alfo many towns and villages’ 
particularly on the weftern coaft, which are likewile not mentioned, being thought 
immaterial; and the more {> as the land-chart of the coaft of the casPraAN, which 
_ ig introduced in the beginning of the fourth part, contains a more exact account of 
them, according to the prefent itate of the country, than perhaps any map extant, 
as | fhall have occafion to mention more fully hereafter. 


a ILA P. 


PART I 


The A UTHOR’s VOYAGE from ASTRA CH AN. 
: toPERSIA; | : 


wit H 


The SEVERAL ADVENTURES that befel him during his ftay 
-in that COUNTRY, | 


CHAP. xxv. 


The author's voyage from ASTRACHAN f0 PERSIA. His arrival at LANGAROOD. Ré- 
marks on butlding foips on the caspyan. He continues bis vayage % ASTRABAD bay 
with an intent to proceed to MEscuED ; and writes to Mr. ELTON fo @iffvade kim 
from bis military enterprizes, | | a 


I Tis now time to refuume my own narration, which captain WOODROOFE’s journal, 
and the account of the caspian, have {fo long interrupted. The roth of no- 
vember 1743, the hundred bales of raw filk were fent up the votca from YERKIE 
CO ASTRACHAN, and I impatiently expected the arrival of MY EUROPEAN Caravan, 
which accordingly was brought aboard on the 12th. The carriers had been fo jnfo- 
lent, under the direGtion of -a man not much higher in rank than thenvfelves, that 
he was obliged to procure fame. Cossacks to attend him to ZARITZEN. The meafures 
I had happily purfued to bring this.caravan in time for the feafon, proved effectual, 
whilft the other which | menttonéd.to have fet out a week earlier, was frozen up 
inthe votea, and not brought to market till che next fpring. BC 


THE governor of asTRACHAN being alarmed at ELTon’s proceedings, and find- 
ing that this new trade began to grow offenfive to his court, thought proper to put 
captain woopRoore’s fhip under the fame reftri@ions as thofe of the RussIAN mer- 
chants. In order to prevent jealoufy, and comply with the russ1an regulations, 
we had already given an account in ASTRACHAN oF all the fhip’s ftores; and there 
only we thought ourfelves accountable: but it was now demanded of me to give - 
alfo an account of thofe ftores to the conful in GHILAN, and likewile a written ob- 
ligation, that no Bririsn feaman fhould go into the sHau’s fervice, or give any 
inftructions to his fubjeéts. By this means we fhould be liable to be arrefted at the 
pleafure of a russran_ conful, though out of the Russtanw dominions. But ‘as 
things were thus circumftanced, and as an order had-been fence down to veRKIE not 
co fuffer the fhip to depart without this obligation from me; I refolved to fign iv: 

Vout. I,  #p | which 
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our own intereft ; but beyond this was in effect to give Up our commerce. The — 
“truth is, the Russtans about ten years before had evacuted cuitan, and as they — 
were the only navigators of the CASPIAN, their merchants were jealous of enjoy-— 
‘ing any privileges independant of the RussIAN jurifdiction: befides, they had ac-_ 


1 
, = 


which I did however. in the following terms. “* With a proteft that I will not be. 


« accountable cither in nry perfon or eftate, any longer, than I fhall voluntarily re- 
_ main in PERSIA, Of at ASTRACHAN ; and no farther than is confiftent with the | 
<* conditions of the treaty of commerce fubfifting between the crowns of GREAT 


& BRITAIN and RUSSIA; becaufe I conceive from the contents of the faid treaty, 


6 that I am not fubject or accountable to any RUSSIAN conful or minifter, in’ any 


t« place out of the dominions of her imperial majefty. 


I HAD no conception how we could carry on a trade under fuch conditions. It . 


was indeed our duty as merchants, to fupport a good under{tanding with the Rus- 
STANS in PERSIA, as far as confifteng with the freedom eflential to the fupport of. 


quired great influence in GHILAN during the confuled {tate of affairs under NADIR’S. 
ufurpation ; and upon the whole it appeared very plain to me, that the BRITISH. 


CASPIAN trade in general was entirely againft the inclinations of the RUSSIANS, 


+ 


Marters being thus accommodated with the governor of asrRacHaAN, I only 


waited for a fair wind, which I was the more anxious about, fearing that fome frefh. 


difficulty might arife from the alarms. which gLron’s undertaking had given in RUS- 
sta. ‘For though I covered over the wound for the prefent, yet it was not poffi-- 
ble for me to heal it; efpecially as it broke out afrefh upon every little incident... - 


Tue rth of november, after fo thany days expeCation I concluded that the wind’ 


and water would favour us at lait; but I had not entertained the leaft fufpicion of. 


being arrefted by the winter: but we had inceffant cold winds for feveral days from 
rhe north weft, to fuch a degree.that we were at length frozen up. This was.a.fe-. 


vere ftroke which I was not prepared for, but there was no remedy : Fturned my. 
thoughts therefore how to act, fuppofing my voyage had been prevented; for the - 


mafter of the fhip faid it was uncertain whether we fhculd be able to pet away. 


that year; butthe next day, to my preat joy, the ice broke up by the rifing of the 


water, which at the fame time brought a depth of: nine feeeon the bars gg 


_ 


' Tue 22d, we got out to fea with a fair wind; the 29th. we were becalmed™ 
about ten leagues trom the fouth weft bottom. The ftupendous mountains which, . 
appeared from thence ftruck' me with great furprize; for although they were at. 


a preat diftance, yet their magnitude far exceeded any thing I had ever feen in., 


= 


EUROPE; . _ 


—* Tue adof december I arrived in rancanoop bay: | The mafler of the fhip in-.- 
formed me that Mr. ELTON. was removed from RESHD tO LANGAROOD, to attend. . 
the maritime affairs in which he had engaged himfelf. I fent to acquaint him of . 
my arrival; upon which -he came on board, and conducting me afhore, gave me as , 
polite a reception as the jealouly which it was natural for him to entertain of me, . 
would permit, I delivered to him a pair of piftols of, exquifite workmanthip, __ 

, 7 mounted. 
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mounted with gold, and fome other curious things which he had wrote for-at the : 
defire of ALI KOULI KHAN the sHan’s nephew. Mr. Evron was ‘olicitous of cul- 
tivating a geod correfpondence with this perfon, apprejending that he would 
‘be.one day king, which really. happened four years afterwards, a 


_, Mr. evron’s habitation at Lancaroop was about eight enéurss miles frost the 
fhore, in the midit of a wood furrounded with marthes, where the roads were. hard ly 
practicable. It itood near the foot of a lofty mountain open only to the'fea; this jn- 
tercepted the paflage of the’air, and rendered the place extremely unwholfome. _ As 
_ GHILAN Is generaily efteemed the-fink of persta, fo LANGAROOD is confidered as the 
fink of Guinan *. But as this was the rainy feafon of the year, which rendered all 

parts equally moitt, we were not fenfible of any particular inconvenience.” 4 {pent 

feven days with this gentleman, during which interval we difcourfed largely in rela- 
tion to the caspian trade. We had many pleafing defigns for the improvement ‘of 
it; but in general the profpect was gloomy. | | oo 


.. Napier sHan had for fome time formed a defign of building thips on the ca$- 
IAN; tothis he was induced not only by the unfettled ftate of his country; bur alfo 
by a particular inclination of conquering the Lescee TartTars, thofe brave moun- 
taineers who had hitherto withftood the numerous forces of persia. He faw 
plainly that it would be impoffible to fupport an army in that quarter without a fo- 
reign fupply of provifions, which muft neceffarily be brought to him by fea; and 
he could not be ignorant of the inconfiftency of demanding fhips of the Russrans, 
whoie intereft it was to affift rather than to opprefs the Lescxes, their mountains be- 
ing fo fecure a barrier toRussia. The ruRKUMAN TARTARS on the eaftern coait. 
chad by frequent incurfions excited the snau’s refentment; but their fandy and in-. 
hofprtable country could be attempted only. by water. “The ambition of tharing’ 
the trade and fovereignity of the casp1an might alfo be a concwring inducement. 
“This however is certain, that by his embaffladors whom he had fent a few years be- 
fore into Russia, he demanded fhip-carpenters of that court. The -anfwer wae, 
that the emprefs had no other carpenters than foreigners, who had contraéted to : 
ferve the government in Russia, therefore fhe had no authority to fend them-to 
aby otner country. — oe oe 


|. Inprgp the persians now imagined, that Mr. ¢nton didnot really intend eo bu'ld 
fhips, but only to amuie the suan for the accomplishment of forne particular defipn. 
But ELTON was very much in-earneft, and proved himlelf capable of furmounting 
the greatelt difficulties. It is eafy to conceive that the PERSIANS, already groaning 


under oppreflions, would be extremely relutant in fubmitting to an additional bur- 

then of taxes, in regard to maritime affairs, of which they were intirely ignorant. 
Tne peafants were not only obliged to labour, but to furnith materials. Many were 
_ compelied to leave the cultivation of their rice and fik, which was familiar to them, 
in order to undertake this. laborious empioyment. This induced nuns bey7s fo run away 
almofi as foan as they were brought to the new {fhip-yard; to whicn they were the’ 
more tempted, as the indifcretion of feveral of the perstan officers was often the oc- 
—¢ation of their being left without provificns. . The punifhment ordinarily inficted 
-on thele poor wretches, was to be nailed by the ear ro the itern-pof ef acfhip, and 


“Pg 7 _ after 


* Tals charafter alludes to the low mar fhy parts of «it, 
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after they had ftood fome hours, a motion being at them with a battle-ax, they 
drew back their heads, and tore open the wound, .. | 


Mr. e:ton had found goed timber in GHILAN. and..the adjaeent provinces ; but 
the badnefs of the roads’ made it hardly practicable to bring it to the fpot. In 
MAZANDARAN there is iron ore; but they had no anchow-fmiths ; Mr. etron. 
was therefore obliged to fifh for the anchors which the russrans during a courfe of 
years had lofton the coaft. Sail-cloth. he made of cotton, and cordage of flax ; but 
his greateft want was thar of carpenters. Ele had indeed collected afew inpians, with 
fome Russian renegadoes, and had on€ encuisn fhip-carpenter, whom he had in- 
veigled to leave captain woopRoore’s ‘{hip. | Thus he contended with numerous and 
almoft infuperable difficulties; but his. fpirit was equal to the moit arduous enterprize. 


I rounp him however labouring under fome anxious thoughts, which, I .con- 
cluded, arofe from his circumftances at that time. I expreffed my fears of the 
confequences of his engagement; and though I did not then enter into them fo 
deeply as afterwards ; yet I pomted out, many capital inconveniencés which I ap- 
prehended. © = ssi aS — 


It is no wonder that a midn of an enterprizing. genius fhould expect to derive 
honour and reputation from.the favor: of a prince.-.andités:awell known property 
of ambition to defpife difficulties in purfuit of a favorite ShyedticTe-was ealy _ 
to perceive the growing Joy in Mr, Exron’s breaft,; but whatever he might 
imagine, the more intelligent PERsIaNS looked on themfelves as happy, in pro- 
portion to their obfcurity and diftance from the fovereign ; and, on the other hand, 
they rated their mifery according as neceffity obhged them: to. feek. their bread, and 
the precarious tenure of life, under a tyrant and ufurper. 


Tue accounts of travellers are full of the ingratitude and difregard, ‘which the 
PERSIAN kings have always fhewn to RUROPEAN Chriftians, whom they confider 
as idolaters and unclean. ‘T’o depend on the {miles even of a lawful king in persia 
is a fituation by no means defirable ; but under fo oppreffive an ufurper as NADIR, 
was extremely precarious. I  wifhied Kewever, for Mr. e:rox's fake, that all. 
might go well; and what we wifh we aré fometimes apt 0 believe, even againft 
general experience. Iwas the more eafily deceived, into. a perfuafion that the 


RUSSIAN Jealoufy might fubfide,; Mr. g_ron having reprefented his own conduct 
as fubfervient to the promotion of our new trade, 


Tue reader muft have already obferved, that one great inducement to open the 
CASPIAN trade, was the hopes of eftablifhing a new branch from ssTRaBap to. 
MESCHED, from whence Mr. eLron conceived it practicable, to extend it to thanorth- 
ern cities of the MoGHOL’s empire. It now fell to my lot to attempt the execution 
of this defign. I had brought with me the value of five thoufand pounds in woollen 
goods, for which I found there was. no market in GHitan, confequently my pre- 
fence there would be of little or no ufe.. My curiofity therefore, which indeed 
was one defign of my journey, induced me to go farther. Though Mr. zLTon 
had already procured the sHan’s exprefs decree, ordering that fafe conduct fhould 


3 be 
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be given us where ever we might happen to travel within Kis dominions; fill I 
was fo far alarmed by the viciniey of the ruRKUMAN TARTARS.tO ASTRABAD, that 
I did not chute to venture till I had made the ftricteft inquiry ; the refule cf which 
was this, that the country was full of foldiers, and I might Have what guard | 
pleafed, in cafe of danger. 7. mo | 


Tue tempeftuous weather which had detained me for fome* days now abating, 
the roth of december I took leave of Mr. exvron, and went down the ‘creek. 
The fhip was at anchor out of fight of land, and the wind blew very freth; -we 
had but a crazy boat rowed by persrans, who are generally as unfkilful as timo. 
rous, fo that it was with reluctance I ventured to fea; but we foon got fight of 
the fhip, and happily reached her. | | 


IMMEDIATELY we weighed, and directed our courféto astRapap.. As we fteer- 
ed ealtward the {ky brightened, and.the air. became gentle and warm, not unlike. 
the weather there is fometimes: about the fame. latitude in ruRopz, fuch as the por- 
TUGUESE. Cable. MARTIN'S furrimer. We were four days in fight of the great 
fountain peMeaNn, which is faid ro be thirty leagues within land. At the -diftance. 
of four or five leagues from the fhore, we could diftinguifh it very plain rifing in. 
form of a pyramid. The 18th of december we arrived in asTRABAD. bay:*, into. 
which the river CORGAN runs, after:wafhing the banks of the defert of TuRKUMA-. 
nia. Here, as in other parts of the caspian, the fea has made great inroads, — 
infomuch that im many places the trunks and’‘whole bodies of trees Jay ‘on. the’ 
thore, and ‘meke it as:diffieult of accefs as its appearance is wild and inhofpitable. 
T'took the firft opportunity of writing te Mr. rron,-not only to inform him of. 
my fafe.arrival, but to confirm by: letter.the fentiments I.had delivered in our laft: 
difcourfe. na | | 


SOT Ry Sa ee : ASTRABAD-BAY, december 1743- 
<9 pave the pléifire to acquaint.you.of my proceeding thus far, in confequence 
“< ] of the affurance“youshad given me that I fhall find all neceffary affiftance in. 
‘ the execution of our, defign. J have inquired.of the people what kind of mer- 
““chandize have utually beett fent'by this rout to MESCHED ? They anfwer, none.s, 
*« their caravans from hence being compofed only of devotees, who go to -worfhip . 
“in that city. Whether the paffage of fuch caravans is any: argument for the. 
**. fafety of merchandize, is what I cannot determine. ee 


“I wourp fain fay fometliing to you on the painful fubje@ of our trade with. 
** regard to Russia; but you underftand it fo.well, and have fo juft a concern for - 
‘* the intereft of your country, as well as of. your employers, that. I think it un- 
** neceffary to intrude any repetition of what F have fo earneftly recommended. It 
“ is an objet of no {mall confequence to preferve the favor of the sHan; but. 
** we niuit not buy it at fo dear a rate as the refentment of the RUSSIANS,. For. 
“all the oratory in the world will not prevent their confidering you. as the chief 
| | | ‘© -indtrument , 


* Often called Konpacosas bay, 


“= 
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“ inftrument of: the sy4H’s maritime enterprize, which, in whatever light it may 
‘* appear to us, they will certainly deem injurious to.their intereft,’ 
“© You know very well what written obligations were required of. me in ASTRA-"" . 
¢* cHaN, andin what manner I was obliged to comply with them; otherwile you 
‘shad not feen this (hip again on the persian coalt: and now I mult fhow all 
“© pofible regard to thofe engagements. It is my hearty defire to reconcile thele 

difficulties, and make all parties eafy ; but to this purpofe it is neceffary you. 
fhould aét with me in concert, Iam fincerely,  Srr,- | : 


= + Your &c.” 


©. 


of 
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CH A P. XXVL 
Le author arrives at ASTRABAD bay. The inbabitets alarmed, taking bis flip to be 
—epirate. An account of astRaBan bay. He reaches astRaBap wiih bis caravan. | 


q U R fhip was now anchored in three fathom water, at the diflance of a mile 

and a half from the fhore when J difpatched an anMENIAN fervant to know. 
if f might land my goods with fafety: he foon returned, but without obtaining 
any information. We faw many fires in different places near the fhore, and upon 
the mountains; thele were. mace with an intent to alarm the inhabitants for fear_ 
of a furprize, as they took us for pirates. The people on this coait having been... 
often plundered by the ocurTyoy and russian pirates, a3 already related, and fee- 
ing fo large a vefie! at anchor in their road, were under great apprehenfions, Tne 
goth, the weather-continuing very delightful I went afhore. ‘The fLumps.cf trees, 
-and (hallows made it difficulr for a long beat to land nearer than twenty yards. The 
-peafants being at length fatished that we were friends, and come with merchandize, © 
‘received us on the thore, and conduéted us by many crooked paths through a thick. | 
wood toa fmall village. The people are fwarthy, but their features regular, and 
in general they are inclined to-a delicacy in their make. [| fent my ARMENIAN in- 
terpreter with my compliments to MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, the governor of 
“ASTRABAD, with orders alfd to provide neceffaries for the frefh package of my cloth, 
for Lintended to-make proper bales for camel and horfe carriage.) After this I 
returned: on board. Oo | BD 


| Tir arft, the fun was rnifen above an hour before it was vifible to us on board the 
‘fhip; fuch was the flupendous height ‘of the mountains, Tue dews here fall 
heavy; and the heat of the fun under the mountains ts productive ‘of colds and 
aguith pains Inthe évesing the az MENTAN returned from the city, which is 
—abour-eight hours diflance. The governor affured tus of his protection,’ but charged 
ume-in a particular manner not to repofe any confidence i the peafants inthe neigh- 
-bourkeod of the coait.. The 24th, I was vifited by NASEER AGA, @ PERSIAN 
officer; who had -been recommended tome as-a perfon-ef great probity: and interest 
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tn that country : he made us an offer of his houfe at asrrapap, which I accepted, 
and affured him of the fenfe I had of my own happinefs in the civility and kind-.. 
nefs of io gencrous'a fiend. Naseer aca was accompanied by myrza Ma- 
-HOMMED, a prave old man, who having made a pilgrimage to Mecca, and fpent. 
a great part of his fortune in honor of MAHOMMED, was dignified with | the title. 
of HAHDGEE*% he had alfo 4 reputation for wifdom, and was oftcr appealed to» 
‘in controverfies, He had been rich ; but the common lot of the persrans under. 
‘the tyranny of Napir, deprived him of his wealth... His office now was to colle&. 
‘taxes in the jurifdiction of ‘the province. . - _ : 


“Poe 26th, being chriftinas-day, I excufed the feamen from working atthe: 
package of cloth, and prevailed on them to hear prayers and a fermon. Enorist: 
‘feamen, of all mankind, feem the moft indifferent with regard to ‘religious duties ;, 
‘but their indifference is not more the effect of want of reflection and acting gene-. 
tally in a noify crowd tan the irreligious carelefsnefs of their leaders. . It is not to. 
_ be imagined they would fight lefs, if they prayed more ; at leaft we find the pray- 
ing watriors in CROMWELL’s days fought as if they were fure of becoming faints. 
in heaven. Certain it is our feamen do not entertain the fame impreffions of religi~- 
‘on as the common run of labouring people. | | ee 
Tse next day our thip was. in no fmall danger of being burnt.. About eighty. - 
pounds of raw cotton; intended for the fecure package of the bales, was laid in the - 
Tteerage. By the carelefsnefs of one of the feamen it took fre, and-was with. 
difiiculry extinguifhed. I was afleep in the cabin, and almoft fuffocated’ with the ° 
‘fmoke ; our danger was the: greater, as the firé was about the powcer-cheft ; how... 
ever it pleated: providence that no harm was done, except burning the hands ancl. 
faces of fome of the failors, which the: application of burnt oil foon removed. 
Atnight the woods on the mountains took fire, and the wind feeding the flame, - 
made adrightful blaze, which extended feveral miles; The bilatt: came off the — 
fhore, infomuch that our butter ran like of].: There had: been -a bright fun, and., 
no rain, for twenty days, fo that. ic was with difficulty the peatants diverted ths 
chrrent of the flame, and faved their villages. ~’This accident was occafioned by a... 
cultom of burning the rufhes on the coait, with a view to deftroy: the infects .rivar 
breed in them, and to make a free paffage tor the air. 


a 


mm, 


Yue different currents which mect in the road, and the eddies. of :wind, obliged. 
us often to new lay our anchors; in other refpects this harbour is.very fafe.- “Phe - 
wth, having finithed the package of one hundysed .and..fizteen bales, we prepared. 
to go on fhore. My arMENIAN interpreter now began. to. exprefs his fears.of the. - 

danger we fhould be expofed.to in our. intended journey to mescuev.., He had 

aiready, in dome former rebellions, been robbed in that city .of goods.to. a con- 

hderabie value, and. partly from. age, and partly from conflitautiony was -of a+ 

tumorous difpofition. What -he faid made therefore but little impreffiom upon me, . 

efpecially as he had. been filent till new, and did not point cut any particular ¢ 

danger. The 29th,, HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMeED, who-had already offered bis . 
: SO | : fervicess., 


a! 


- 


*-dhis uile.is given to all thofe who have made this pilgrimage... | - 
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fervices, received orders from the governor of the province to fupply us with a 
guard, and to entertain me in his houfe. Accordingly we landed the bales, and 
without waiting the uncertain arrival of the governor, who had intimated a defign 
of vifiting the fhip, I refolved to vifit him firft. 


Tue 2d of january 1744, hazy weather, and other incidents, prevented the 
profecution of our journey till this day. We pitched our tent on the fhore, and 
collected all the people who were to convey the caravan, The HAHDGEE fent me 
an invitation to come to his houfe, and his fon who came with the meffage, aflured 
me in a complimental ftrain, that his father would kill him, if he returned with- 
out me. ‘However I excufed myfelf till the next day, refolving to remain in my 
tent. One of the company fung an extempore fong, confifting moftly of 
welcomes, and fulfome commendations, intended as a greater mark of civility to 
us as ftrangers and EUROPEANS. When this was done, they eat their pLeoO, which 
they finifhed in a much fhorter time than a table can be taid for a polite entertain- 
ment in Europes. As they had broken timber in great abundance, they made 
large fires, round which they danced, and feemed to be in high joy... The evening 
being advanced, they performed their exercifes of devotion. The 3d the 
SHACK ALLS * in the woods bark’d and howl’d fo much during the night, thar it was 
very difficult for perions unufed to fuch mufie to receive the refrefhment of fleep. 


In the morning we broke up our Tittle camp, the HAHDOZE’s brother, and his 
two fons, attended us with feveral horfes, of which I took only one for myéfelf, 
and another for my interpreter. The number of carriers exceeding that of the 
loads, I could not. reftrain them from feizing them, in as hoftile a manner as 
HUNGARIAN HusSsARS would have pillaged the baggage of a MARSHAL Of FRANCE : 
‘and indeed I was for fome time at a lofs, if they did not mean fomething of that 
nature in good earneft. From the fhore to the high road there are many narrow 
paths, with broken and decayed bridges, and feveral ditches made by the flowing 
of the water from the mountains. In about eight hours we arrived fafe at the ciry, 
the carriers making but,gne ftop on the way to perform their devotions, ‘The firtt 
objet which ftruck my-eyes uponentering the gates, was a large {pot of ground ap- 
propriated to the burial of the dead... ce 


2 Commonly called Jackaus, which refemble foxes. It is faid the barking of thefe animals once 
alarmed the whole RusstaN army IN GHILAN, ; 
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CH A PP. XXvil. - 
| The bebaviour of the governor to the author at astRapan. Defcription of the 


PERSIAN Manner of fmocking. The fubftance of feveral converfations with perfons 
«Of rank in that city, | OF | 


FLE 4th of january, wanpcer myrza MAHOMMED, and feveral others, 

came to vifit me, and advifed me to fell part of my caravan in that city... 
This was not practicable in any quantity, nor confiftent with my delign of going 
to MescHED.. ‘The sth, as I had not yet provided an equipage neceflary to make 
4 proper appearance before the governor, NASEER AGA, in whofe houfe I was lodg- 
ed, lent mea horfe handfomely caparitoned, and infifted on my taking his fervants 
as well as my own, to attend me. The prefent I had prepared for the governor, 
 confifting of feveral cuts of fine cloth, and loaves of fugar, was laid on a large 
_ tea-board, and carried in before me. He was attended by feveral perfons of the 
beft diftinction in the city, particularly by MaHoMMED Masan BEG {fon of the late 
PATEY ALI KHAN KHAIAR, MAHOMMED KHAN BEG, and sapoc aca; the two lat 
were the fons of Kans in favor with the suan. They all rofe at my coming in, - 
and defired me to take my place; but obierving that I could not accommodate my- 
felf te their manner, the governor ordered a chair, and bid me welcome to PERSIA ; 
adding this hyperbolical compliment, that the city of astRABAD was now mine | 
to do what I pleafed with it. I returned my thanks, and affured him of the great 
fatisfaction I enjoyed in being received into the protection of a perfon of his cha- 
racter and authority: that | apprehended this was the firft attempt the ENGLISH 
Merchants had ever made to convey merchandize into the interior parts of PERSIA 
by this rout; and I was therefore the more concerned to provide with all poffible 
attention for a quick and fecure pallage at an eafy expence: that he knew the 
SHAH had been pleafed to grant the ENGLISH merchants the moit favorable de. 
crees in relation to their trade in al] parts of his dominions, and it depended on him 
to fee his majefty’s pleafure executed on this occafion. I then demanded of him 
if the paflaze to MEscHED was fafe? Fle aniwered in the affirmative, and that I 
might be affured nothing in his power fhould be negleéted to render it fo; and that 
he would fend four choice foldiers with me; who fhould be bound for the fafe de- 
livery of our caravan at mescuep. J thanked him, and begging to.be honored. 
with his commands, took my leave. | : 


Common gratitude now called on me to pay my refpects to NAsEER aGa, of 
whofe humanity and politenefs I had received iuch fignal proof. This old man 
had been a companion of wapir, when he was the chief of a party of robbers in. 
the neighbouring mountains. He now feemed too good.a man for NapiR’s purpofe, 
and the mediocrity of his fortune and ambition had fecured him from mott of thofe 
calamities which were Common even to favorites. His hoary beard gave a vene- 
rable air to his perfon; and a manly chearfulnefs, joined to an amiable affurance, 


graced his words. There is a reverence due to age, which by long experience 
Vou. 1 | : : . . frequently 


me 
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frequently compenfates for the lofs of juvenile endowments 5 whillt health, good 
nature, and ftrength of underftanding, produce many of the focial enjoyments © 
life. The old man received me with. veat-marks of, kindnefs, and fent for thofe 
miatter-carriers, who might. probably engage ‘to convey my caravan CO MESCHET: 
Tere I firft received a proof of that cunning and equivocating dilpofition, which 
diftinguifhes the modern PERSIANS, and was a prologue to that tragic fcene, where- 
in I had foon after fo great a fhare. It was impoffible to fix them to any thing 5 
and finding they trifled, I took my leave for that time. a | 


Tue oth, Iwas. vifited by feveral-of the principal men of that place, who came 
out of curiofity, or perhaps. with a- dark defion. They made their compliment 
by: putting cheir hand on their breaft, and bowing their head,. Thofe who are more 
familiar, prefs the palm of your hand between the palms of both theirs, and then 
raife them to their forehead, to exprefs the high and cordial refpect they have for 
your perfon. Moft of my viGtors behaved with an air of importance, and {poke 
very little: after fitting and -imoaking the caallean fora few minutes, they took 
their leave, © 20-0 Bae : 

Tae PERSIANS are extremely fond of tokacco; fome,of them draw the fmoke in 
fo prodigious a quantity, that ir comes “Sut at their pote. The caallean uled in 


{moaking isa glafs veflel refembling a decanter, and filled about#Hice pists. with water. 
Their tobacco is yellow, and very mild, compared with that of AMERICA; being 
prepared with water and made. into a ball, it is put into a filver utenfil not unlike 
4 tea-cup, to which there is a.tube affixed. that reaches.almoft to the bottom of the 
veffel. There is another tube fixed to the neck of the veflél above the water; to 
this is fattened a leathern pipe, through which they draw the fmoke, and as it 
pafles through the water, 1t is.cool and pleafant. The prrsrans for many ages have 
been immoderately fond of the caallean. SHAH ABAS the GREAT made a law to 
punifh this indulgence. with death; but. many chofe to forfake their habitations, 
and to-hide themfelves.in_the mountains, rather tha be deprived of this ‘infatuat- 
ing enjoyment. » Thus: this prince eauld:not put a flop.to a cuftom, which he con- 
fidered not only as unnatural and: rredigious. “but alfo asattended with idlenefs and 
unneceflary expence. | BO eC | 








I ENTERTAINED fome of my guefts accerding to their own manner with {weet 
meats, of which they took a little, and gave the remainder to their fervants , theic 
are often fo numerous that a treat of this kind will coft ten or twelve crowns. This 
cuftom, abfurd and expenfive as it appeared to me, had fomething of the air of 
hofpitality in the perfon entertaining. I could not but confider it as much lefs 
‘nconfiftent than that which prevails in fome parts of EUROPE, where almoft every 
man’s fervant is bribed by his mafter’s gueft, for doing his duty ; where every 
guelt is a flave to the fervant, by fubmutting toa compulfive tax, which even the 
fovereign has no authority to impofe; where every one complains of the abule, 
and, as a proof of the flavery, is obedient to it, except a few, who having been 


free in countries of flavery, will not be flaves in a free country. 


Is 


a 
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Is it not abfurd to the higheft degree, that the greateft lord of the land, fhall 
meanly look on, and fee his fervants, rapacious by his authority, wring from the 
hard hands even of peafants, their flender fupport ? Is it not ftrangely abfurd, that 
gentlemen of {mall fortunes fhould be guilty of the folly of ‘giving away their 
money as if they were rich; or be obliged co confefs to menial dervants. that they 
are not rich; or exclude themfelves from the company of their opulent friends, 
whofe houfes, even where there has been an “appearance of a generous invitation, 
are oftentimes nothing more than difagreeable and expenfive inns? Is it not abfurd, 
in fine, that a f{trange corruption of manners fhould induce almoft every mafter ‘to 
contract with his fervant, that the greateft part of his wages fhall be paid him by 
his neighbours ; though his own expences are by this means not only increafed, 
but alfo rendered impertinent and vexatious; whilft fervants, on the other hand, 
become extravagant, in confequence of thefe prepofterous revenues, and their 


morals {poiled by the folly of their mafters? ~ 


To return to my ftory. »Having’ agreed at length upon a price for feventeen 
camels and fixty-two horfes, at féven and a half crowns per bale, I advanced to the 
carriers a fmall part of the money, as earneft. But 1 foon found that it is a 
frequent practice for the perstans to recede from their agreements; and when any 
decifion can be obtained in fuch cafes, the verdict is ufually given in favor of thofe 
who appeared to have the worft fide, or gave engaged to execute more than is con- 
venient for them to perform: fo that I could have but very little dependance on. 
this contract. a ) an 

My good friends nastzER aca and the HanDGzE made me a vilit, and brought 
feveral other perfons with them. Their bufinefs was to enquire if I believed yesus 
CHRIST to be the fon of cop ; intimating this to be the perfuafion of CHRISTIANS, 
and without waiting long for an anfwer, they pronounced me an idolater. My 
interpreter,” who was himfelf a curisTIAN, was 2 little ftartled, and afked me what 
anfwer he fhould make? J told him, that I was not come there to enter into reli- 
gious controverfies with MAHOMMEDANS; who without doubt would remain in 
their own faith, as I hoped‘te.déin mine : however, if hé pleafed he might gratify 
their curiofity, and tell them that I-believed jesus cHRisT to be the fon of cop; 
Jeaving him to give what further, account of my religion he might think - proper, 
upon the principles mentioned in’ the next chapter, being the. refult of frequent 
difcouries and reflections to which this¢nquity gave occafion, > —- | 
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Tdolatry being imputed to the author, he attempts to defend chriftianity. “His nections 
|. of religion. -_ 


T © form an. adequate notion of religion we mutt begin with apam. Gop, 

| amidft the boundlefs glories of his creation, made man, compounded of an 

‘animal body and a rational foul. Whether we trace him to his original, or. con- 
fider him in his prefent circumftances, he muft have been taught what is neceffary 
to him, in regard to the great ends of providence in his conftitution. . Where his 
knowledge ceales is not obvious ; but what the proper objects of his powers are, 

is plainly deducible from this, that he is loft in a labyrinth, when he attempts to 
challenge the divine artificer, why his workmanhhip is fo compounded, or by what 
fecret laws this union was made fo wonderful and amazing in all its parts? 


_ Yr is evident to us, that for ends known to the etetnal wifdom, and in fome.de- 
gree obvious to us, he made freedom effential to human nature. By an almoft | 
univerfal confent of mankind, it is acknowledged, that, in confequence of this .. 
freedom, man has fwerved from the original law of his nature, and by following 
-the diétates of his inferior faculties, in preference to his yeafon, he. has .confe- _ 
quently difobeyed the divine law. His nature being thus corrupted, he could no’. 
Jonger enjoy the happinefs adapted to his original frame. When men talk as if. 
they had two natures, the one pure, the other corrupted, the doctrine ferves only - 
to perplex the eaquiry. We know, and to eur forrow feel, that our nature, our, 
ONE NATURE, a§ it carhe out of the hands. of its maker, is become corrupted. - 
Can we with any confiftency lay, that any vice is natural, without injuring the au- - 
thor of nature ? “The author of nature certainly intended the univerfal happinefs of 
“his creatures; but vice undeniably produces mifery, and confequently is not na- 
tural taman, Perhaps there is no word ufed in fo looie and indefinite a fenfe as 
- that of nature. To fay a thing is natural, according to nature, of agreeable to — 
“the courfe of nature, mult certainly convey the fame idea, and are terms which — 
_. ought by no means to be ufed without a fenfé of him who is the frit caufe, and 
“ras the courfe and government of nature in his hands mo 


“ase notion we ought to form of nature at large, with regard to the difpofition’ . | 
made by one-fupreme and intelligent being, muft be. intirely analogous to that 
“rule of government which can alone fupport the moral excellence and dignity of 
/HUMAN nature; which is plainly the end of chriftianity. What man, with the 
-greateft ftretch of human realon, can fuggeft to himfelf fo admirable a plan of 
government; or fuch noble matives to action, as that ruling principle, the love ot 
one fupreme and felf-exiftent being, the great creator and fupporter of all things, | 
fo forcibly inculcated by the chriftianJaw. 5° poe 


—_ 


‘Tre love of man is next in dignity to that of Gop, and in the operations of the 
‘mind mutt precede, as being the {cale by which we afcend to heaven. Man, con- 
| | Be idee 
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-_fidered as the moft excellent work of the vifible world, the exprefs image of 
-his maker, and the heir of immortal happinefs, muft ever demand the highedft, at- 
tention. How little in value is the material compared with the intellectual world ? 
The voice of cop as well as of ‘reafon, proclaim the vaft fiperioriry. What are. 
all the externals of majefty, what the charms of beauty, or the pride of wealth, 
_ but the enjoyments of a moment ? But the love of man is conimenfurate with eter- 
nity: nor is he lefs an object of this love, for having deviated from his original — 
perfection, fince all men are the fame: this feems to have con{tituted, as a coun- 
terpoile to our corruption, a paffion as ftrong as any in the human breaft; I mean 
compafhion. Can we confider cop, or man, in any view not confiftent with this 

principle, without deviating from nature ? To a 


Ir the nature of man is to be rational, and if reafon teaches that obedience to 
_his maker is his higheft felicity, ic muft alfo reach, that difobedience is his preatelt 
mifery. . “That man has paffions and appetites which oppofe reafon, is obvious ; 
but it is equally true, that the nature of thefe, in the great order of things, is to 
be fubfervient to reafon. Our eyes were certainly given us to fee; but our reafon 
-was as furely given us that we might thut thofe eyes when the object is dangerous. 
either to our moral or animal nature; nor can there be any plea of ignorance 
again{t this doctrine: for the Almighty has certainly written a law upon mens 
minds ; and whatever his wifdom required fhould be done, exclufive of this men- 
tal law, he has, at different periods of time, made known to mankind, | ; 
Ir cop has originally taught man a law with refpect to his conduct, and by 
making him a focial being, continued to him the meaws of that KNOWLEDGE 5 1c 
is not natural for a man to be ignorant of that which bis Maker requires of him: 
on the contrary, it was an unnatural rebellion againft the Almighty that introduced 
the ignorance which exifted before the coming of a Savior; a ftate of ignorance at 
that time confequently was not the ftate of nature: but more induoiably it is NOT 
fo Now. ee a . 
Brrore the promulgation of the gofpel, men who walked by the light which they 
then had, could not be accountable for more: even before the JewisH difpenfation, 
in contequence of the knowledge men firft had of a Supreme being, they preferved 
fome notions of one Gop, and of moral duties, as productive of happinefs, and 
fuitable to the dignity of their natures ; and this | apprehend we generally call na- 
tural religion. However, we do not ufually call that the religion of nature, which 
hardly appears to be any religion at all, or at bett is only a rule injurious to the: fo- 
ciety. But fuppofing the common term NATURAL RELIGION to be applicable in 
any degree to the moft ignorant favages, that mutt be the worft religion, (for here 
there may be degrees in this general notion) which is fartheft removed from the 
happineis of the fociety. Man, who is a focial creature, ats unnaturally in pro- 
portion as he neglects the prefervation of fociety. This notion will alfo lead us to 
the great doctrine of chriftianity, and the beneficence of the Supreme being, des — 
monitrated in that -difpenfation, fo powerfully Operating with the original plan of 
moral government. | | oo 8 
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“Now let an unprejudiced ManometTan be'rightly informed what the precepts. 
of chriftianity teach, and examine if the practice of the chriftian religion 1s not 
the ftate moft agreeable to the true hature of man, as deducible from his confti- 
rucion. And if the chriftian religion is agreeable to virtue, or rather the true 
fiandard of it, we are reduced to the neceffity of acknowledging, either that both 
the chriftian religion and virtue in general are unnatural, or that vice is unnatural; | 
~untefs, .with regard to nature, we confound the diftinction of virtue and vice, anc 
make them one and the fame thing. Nothing is plainer than this doctrine ; but I 
believe nothing has done more harm to the caufe of religion than inattention to it 5 
for by imputing vice to waTuRE, which is commonly done, we enérvate that de- 
teftation which arifes in the human breaft upon the mention of thofe things which. 
we denominate UNNATURAL. Methinks.I ought to blufh at. the indignity which 
I offer to the common fenfe of my reader; but when he confiders that many who 
mean well, and think clearly in moft of the concerns of life, are notwithitanding 
extremely biaffed in their judgments in this point; he will think an apology 
neediefs. | 7 | oe : 


Tue fallacy feems to lie in this, that nature, and the corruption of nature are 
forthe moft part confounded in-mens ideas. If. by nature we mean the pure ef-_ 
fence and crue quality of a thing, we do not mean the corruption of that thing ;- 
more than we mean vinegar, when we talk of wine. ..The corruption of nature 
is indeed repugnant to virtue; yet if we attend to our own make ref éonftitution, 
we fhall foon learn, in a neceflary degree, how. and in what inftances our nature is 
corrupted, and equally difcover a power to war with that corruption; and, in 
proportion as we triumph over it, we are reftored to our original ftate of FREEDOM, 
that is, of NAgURE UNCORRUPTED.” “Fhe épinion the MAHOMMEDANS have of 
this corruption, which fullied the. mind. of man, feems,to agree with that. of the 
chriflians ; but this doctrine, however important, is not familiar to the. generality 
of men. I conceive it to bear a ftrong allufion to the ftate of ane, whoa, by fome 
accident, becomes lunatick, and eritails: this infirmity upon his children... in this | 
cafe indeed a.man may.:pot be anfwerable ; but -in the cafe of our firft parents 
they became ‘atcountable,. “betaufe> they. wete FREE AGENTS. “Hy, in fucceeding 
' generations, we were not exactly -an the farhe eiteuinttanees.as.our firft parents; we 


itill a€ted againft the light which our reafon fuggefted; -or again{t thoie revelations 
which, at different ages of the world, have been confirmed to us by the miracu- 
lous interpofition of divine providence. 


By this corruption of nature, the paffions, which were originally defigned to 
- affift reafon, have, as experience teaches us, rebelled againft it, and fubjected alk 


> the fons of apam to the fame punifhment as their firft progenitor. Now can we 


fuppofe that infinite goodnefs fhould fuffer-1o glorious a part of the creation to perifh 
so this UNNATURAL STATE ? The common notion of mankind in all ages and coun- 
tries is, that a divine-inftructor has been {ent to them. The chriftian fays, that 
«© as by one man, fin and death came into the world, fo by one man,” the great 
prophet and lawgiver now in queition, * life and immortality were reftored.” 
‘The magomMepans aik, why the great lord of the univerie fhould fend his fon 
into the warld in form of a man, : 

™ To 


-. ‘- 
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To argue upon principles deduced from the reafon of things, may we not fay 
that truth, in the abftract, thus became an object of fenfe ; and that the Daity 
brought himlelf to the ftandard of human capacities? We-faw, we heard, we felt 
the cop in his human nature. He was a man as well as a Gop ; aman {uch as we 
are, fin only excepted: He rejoiced and wept, was glad and forrowful: He eat, 
and drank, and flept: He had his friendfhips and affections : He gave us a law as 
to men; and, asa man, he fet us an example. But the chriftian further reduces 
the matter to this iffue: cop faw good to take this method to reftore mankind, and 
therefore it muft be right. If the manommepans yet afk, why it fhould be fo; 
and {till applies to finite capacities to judge of infinite wifdom ; what can you 
do more than queftion him, why it fhould not be fo? Afk him, if he thinks it too 
much or too great a thing for the Almighty ? Bid him behold the wonders of the 
creation, and obferve every part of nature replete with amazing art, and proclaim- 
ing his incomprehenfible goodnefs and wifdom. .Is man inferior to thefe? Do we 
underftand the laws of his government;.or thé nature of that power by which he 
fupports the material.world ? Is the heir of immortality not equal to this inani- 
mate Jyftem? | 


Ir the tree 1s known by its fruits, the goodnefs of a religion muft be difcovered 
by its effects, and its confiitency with reaion; the teftimony of thofe who oppofe. 
1 concurring in any material point, or proving infufficient to invalidate it. The 
PAGANS, the JEWS, the MAHOMMEDANS, acknowledge that fuch a man appeared in 
the world as Jesus CHRIST ; they difpute his.divinity, and many of his.glorious acts ; 
but for this they are obliged to have recourfe to low evafions and puerile fubterfiiges ; 
{till they afcribe many wonderful works to him. And laftly though they do not 
acknowledge his crucifixion, they fayhe was conveyed away in a miraculous man- 
ner, and a perfon like him put in. his place. The mManomMMeEDAN allo verifies 
the prediction, which ts clofely conneéted with the belief of curistranity, and 
treats the JEW asa perfecutor. of the true prophet, whilft the curist1an deplores 
his blindneis, TO 


Amonc other corroboratirig. proofs the curistraw urges the prophecies concern- 
ing the. total diffolution of the fewisu government,. and the deftruétion of that na+ 
tion, once the favorite people of cop. The jews were long the fole depofitaries of - 
thofe writings which promife and point out the time of the:coming of yzsus CHRIS? ; 
but deny that time to be accomplifhed : So far they believe.in the messtan. ~The 
PAGAN world received curistranity, though it was fo greatly repugnant to their 
eftablifhed opinions, and the corruption of nature, that we ought to conclude it 
could not have prevailed, had any lefs than divine power directed it. Curis- 
TIANITY is the proper religion of mankind; we fay it is as old as the creation, be- 
caufe ordained by cop from the beginning. It is true, Jesus Curis was born only 
one thoufand feven hundred and forty-four years ago; but how long have the pro-. 
phets of old foretold his appearance : one of the moft remarkable was above feven 
hundred years before ; and this fpeaks of him in terms of the greateft honor, viz. 
“* For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is given; and the government 
“ thall be upon his fhoulder ; and his name fhall be called, wonDERFUL, couNSEL- 

: a | “* LOR, 


Ld 


a 


+20. | REFLECTIONS ON Part IL. 


“ LOR, THE MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER *, THE PRINCE OF PEACE.” 
And the short hiftory of him is’ this: ‘* cop was manifefted in the fleth, juitified 
‘by the fpirit, feen of angels, believed on in the world, received up into glory, 
& and in him are all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge.” That his birth was 
miraculous, is confefled even by the MaHoOMMEDANS ; for they. fay he was con- 
ceived of a virgin by the fmell of a rofe, To grant there was fuch a perfon, and. 
that he was thus conceived, is being half a curisTIAN, with regard to the fuper- 
natural birth of cuRist. | 


Bur as his birth was above nature, fo was. his whole life. ManomMMED came to 
extirpate all whe oppoléd him with fire and fword. CxrisT came with the meck- 
nefs of a child, to extend his mercy to all mankind. The power which he em- 
ployed was from heaven. The means which he-ufed was of fo different a nature 
from any thing merely human, that granting he lived and died, and that his reli- 

ion does exift, is a ftrong argument of the divinity of that pewer, by which he 
eftabJifhed fuch a religion. He fuffered an ignominious death as a common male- 
factor ; yet has his doétrine been eftablifhed on that fuffering, and fpread over the 
earth, Manommen fupported his fchemes of religious government on the prin- 
ciples of worldly power ; but oar prophet fays, “ Learn of me, for 1 am meek and 
‘lowly ;” and upon this principle was his whole life conducted. 


THE MAHOMMEDANS, you fay °, confider us as idolaters ; you will not convince 
them of the contrary ; for that would be in effect to convert them to CHRISTIA- 
nity. Tell them at leaft that ours is.a good religion: that one great article of it 
is, to pray for rHem and for all mankind. That the fum of our law 1s, “ to do 
‘© as we would be done by ; to vifit the fatherlefs and the widow, and to keep our- 
* felves unfpotted from the world.” Tell them that we adore one only cop, the 
fupreme lord and father over all things, in which they will grant we are no idolaters ; 
but that indeed we pray to him through the merits of his fon, to affift us with his 
holy fpirit, towobey his laws, or to forgive the breach of them, upon condition of 
our fincere repentance. In this we {peak as concefving a difference, and afcribing 
to each, thofe offices, which ‘our revelation warrants, without prefuming to under- 
ftand in what the union and divifibilty confifts, This is the myftery of the chrif- 
tian religion, which, by the exercife of faith, attributes all the mercy that the urmoft 
ftretch of human reafon can afcribe to Gop ; and all the worth and dignity that can 
he imputed to man; to be at once demonftrated by the deity in his taking the 
human form, when he appeared upon the earth. Whenever we contemplate this 
amazing inftance of the divine conduct, it raifes. the mind to heaven from whence 
it is derived. | a 


Tuat there is fach a thing as FAITH, or the evidence of things not feen, nor 
; comprehended, is common to mankind of all religions, and in all countries. Is 
ir ftrange that cop will not condefcend to be the object of our REASON only? He 
requires FAITH, and imputes it to us as a virtue; he requires this higheft reafon of 
the foul, which is a RESIGNATION ot the whole man; all possiBLE RESIGNATION 

tc. 


’ I'he father of the age to come, according to fome learned divines. ~ > The InrERPRETER. 
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to him as an incomprehenfible cop, who is the fovereign difpofer of all things, Jin 
a manner as far above our conception, as his infinite perfeétions are fuperior to the 
narrow bounds of human capacities. a 3 

Tsar Jesus curist is cop, that is, divine in nature, is, I think, very clear from 
the writings which contain the oracles of our religion; and better had it been for 
the CHRISTIAN world, if the matter’had refted there sand no attempt made to 
explain that which is confeffedly inexplicable. For thouzh rarra is founded in 
reafon, as it neceflarily muft be, whilft reafon is the only medium. by which we. 
comprehend any moral truth ; yet it is fuperior to realon, The doétrine of the rrt- 
NITY 1s by no means ‘contradictory to reafon, unlefs it is repugnant to reafon to. 
alfent to chat which is delivered on divine authority, becaule we happen not ta. 
comprehend the things fo delivered, | 


As to the term PERSONS, of the godhead, and Trinity, commonly ufed by 


‘CHRISTIANS: if the otadle of the chriftian faith is not fabulous, we muft afcribe 
the divine attributes to. ruree, under the diftinétions of FATHER, SON, and HOLY - 
Gost ; and if mankind have-thought proper to ufe a word to expreis the idea, | 
why not that of rginiry ? Hf the Almighty is. omnipotent, and we confefs our. 
faculties utterly incapable of comprehending his power,. let us proftrate ourfelves in. 
humble adoration of the incomprehenfible nature of this on: fupreme-{ 


If cop is incomprehenfible, what religion can there be without {ome part of it 
mytterious? Thé manommepan mutt eny the being of a con, or confefs him ir-.. 
finite in juftice as well as mercy; but does he underttand how thefe-attributes exit. 
and are compatible in one being ? We acknowledge the incomprehenfibility of cop, 
and therefore there may be a divifion as well as union inthe divine nature. curis- 
TIANS plainly infer fuch a union and divifion from their {criptures, which cannot - 
be made confffteft ‘on any other principles, {s-ir not then folly to diftract our 
thoughts on the fubjegt ? is it.not enough that we acknowledge one upreme Gop | 
the father of all beings ; that-we confefs the divine nature and miffion of.the mas- 
StAH, by whom the Almighty fade the world, who is the king, the lawgiver, the 
redeemer, and the favior, and will be ‘the judge of mankind; and that wé alfo.. 
acknowledge the powers aicribed to the ‘HoLy GHosT,. the eperative {pirit of that- 


We fee the reafon of mankind everyday acquiefée in things fuperior to its com- 
prehenfion in fecular concerns. Many things in common life appear to us as. con- 
tradictions till we underftand them. Our condition does not. permit: us. to khow 
every thing; it is againft the laws of ‘our-nattre, and confequently a crime to at-. 
tempt it. Thus where our underftanding is puzzled: in the. inveftigation of the . 
things which-belong to cop, we fhould pay our adoration and fubmiffion to the - 
great author of nature, and.place our humble and firmett confidence in hign. | 


Tue difciples of manommen, and of. almoft every other religion in the world, 
believe in things not only beyond their comprehenfion, but unimportant tothe great 
ends of human life and Immortality. The rarvr in queftion is of the greateft 

Vou. I RR “ moment.- 
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moment; for if jesus is not the. fon. of gop, .the fundamental principle of the 
CHRISTIAN religion is falfe; but ‘f this belief is derived from the authority of cop 
himfelf, who therefore accepts it as a grateful offering to him, we ought to hold it 
dearer than life. : | | 


Srmpiicity of heart, which is effential to CHRISTIANITY, teaches men what ana- 
logy there is between this faith and the humility which the curisTIAN religion fo 
ftrongly inculcates; but infidelity is the offspring of pride. Farr humbles the 
arrogance of men, and prevents them from deifying, that is in effect, from abufing 
their own reafon. The corruption of our nature is never fo confpicuous as in. pride ; 
than which nothing can be more deftructive of our happinels. _ | 

Prine firft divided the cHRISTIAN world, and ftill fapports the divifion; and I 
believe the priefts themfelves will grant, that had fome of their fraternity been half 
as bufy to reftrain mens curiofities in the myfterious parts, of the CHRISTIAN fell 
gion, as to attempt the explanatioa of them; religion might have been more 
fimple; and confequently might have produced the great end of it, by means the 
moft eafy and familiar. But this complaint will appear abfurd when it is confi- 
dered, that the miftakes of priefts * bear. But “@-femall proporuan to thofe of the 
laity. If morality is the bafts of the CHRISTIAN teligion, and a confiftent faith the 
fupport of it; where are thefe better taught than in. ewd@maeep.f OF all human 
compofitions of thefe latter ages of the world, whether for purity and elegance of 
language, force of argument, ‘or warmth ef devotion, what exceeds the fermons 
which have been publifhed by our clergy ? Fhat they are not more read, is not the 
fault of priefts, nor will it be their faule if they do not produce the harveft which no 
doubt is intended fhould be gathered in heaven. _ 3 





ban 


T return, it muft be manifeft to men of enquiry, that the world remained in 
ignorance for many ages; and religion confiftted in Forms andempty CEREMONIES. 
A revelation was expected, and both the CHRISTIANS and MAHOMMEDANS fay it 1s 
come :. we fee what the different fruits of it are. Was there. ever a doctrine deli- 
vered to mankind before that of crpssrs:, which pointed opt the true path of bap- 
pinefs, and the end for which they. were defigned : ‘The chriftian religion has the 
oft evident mark of a divine original, by the exalted fenuments and iublime love it 
inculcates; by its clofe connection with the general good of mankind, as focial, 
rational and accountable beings. It is an argument which cannot be repeated too 
often: what greater love can we conceive than for a mam to. die for his friend = 
But curist fuffered an ignominious death for his enemies, .and made that death 
efeétual even to his perfecutors, if they. repented and obeyed his laws. For his 
death was 4 propitiation for the fins of the WHOLE world even for the MAHOMME- 
‘cans, Coulda cop die for lefs than a world? He prepared an immortality for 
ALL mankind. But his couniels are infcrutable, and we know not what degree of 
evidence refitted by men, renders them accountable. But it feems agreeable to tre 
cammon notions of mankind concerning the goodnefs of cop, that this perfect ia- 
crifce once madé, compeniated. for the imperfection. of the human nature, and the 

. : | deviation 
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deviation’ froth its offgtnal ptitity ; fo that man becomes accountable only in pro7 
portion to his rebellion againit this divine law, 


_ Unnver this glorious difpenfation, the innocence and fimplicity of a child is bett 
adapted to learn, and to receive, fo plain, fo intelligible a law; which exhorts 
omen with the ftrongeft and moft perfuafive eloquence, to forfake the paths of 
 perdition, and to be happy. Thé fentiments which cuRrIsTIANITY infpire, are fo . 
abftracted from this world, and from a weak and vicious felfifhnefs, that it is im- 
polfible to confider them with an attentive and unprejudiced mind, without being © 
convinced of their reafonablenefs, and ftruck with the deepeft fenfe of gratitude. 
and refignation, 4 . | | Be 
. Evan ManomMMED underftood the excellence of the chriftian religion, when. he 
adopted his precepts of juftice and charity from the gofpel. But though the 
MAHOMMEDANS entertain the higheft notions of the Deity, humanly fpeaking, it 
will be difficult to reconcile them to cHrisTIANITY, on account of their fenfual. 
gratifications. The chriftian religion fixes. the boundaries between the animal and 
, Fational part, and is. calculated to preferve both. It regards the delights of the - 
mind, and the charms of focial converfe, to which the MaAHOMMEDANS in their: 
commerce with women are almoft ftrangers: for their falfe notions of religion: 
_alfo lead them to violate the common rights of humanity, by making flaves of one _ 
half of the {pecies. 7 | a 


>: Curistrantty: is.indeed a religion of felf-denial, much ‘more than is generally’ 
~mnagined ; but it is a felf-denial which dignifies and improves human nature; a felf- 
denial that has every mark which reafon can fuggeft, or revelation warrant, of that _ 
_ tule of life and human conduct, which can reftore man to-the original perfection of 
‘Bis nature ; or effect that which fhall compenfate for the deficiency, at the great day 
_of accounts, when Time fhall be fwallowed UP MN ETERNITY, - oo 


_ As every thinking man in this ifland « feems to have fomething in his notions of 
religion peculiar to himielf, it may be objected, that I who have been. endeavoring: 
to vindicate chriftianity with regard to the imputation of idolatry, and to. eftablify 
- my own fyftem of faith, as founded in the reafon of things, as well as in revelation, 
have been fingular in making no mention of grace. But to this I anfwer; that when. 
men act obediently to the divine law, not only becaufe it is good in itfelf, bur alfo. 
becaufe it is commanded by cop both motives. co-operating, I think they will,, 
» humanly f{peaking, produce a habit of mind, fit for the reception of that grace, — 
“which I acknowledge to be the more immediate affiftance of cop ; that affiftance,. 
which fupports, and cherifhes, and: enables, man to perfevere in his obedience. 
From hence I conclude that rait# and coop works a¢t reciprocally on each other; ~ | 
neither being effectual without the other to rhe great end of our being. This, I con= 
- ceive, may be eafily deduced from the nature of the human mind; from the common. 
meafure by which we judge of things, and from the notion. of religion in general... 
Chriftians who, on one fide, afcribe all efficacy to coop-works ; whilft others, if pot.” 
“&ble, more inconfifient, imagine rarrH only to be effential, fem. to fall extreamly:. 
— ye : R 2 oe ge = Mork 
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fhort of the mark. To adopt the principles of both with the fame zeal as they: 
‘plead for one only, is | apprehend, to be a CHRISTIAN, if thofe principles produce 
their natural fruits. | | | 


Ann let mén difpute ever fo long concerning human nature, and all its various 
.connexions, it muft come to this; that fo long as we retain our REAsoN, we mult, 
acknowledge a firft caufe, or, in other words, that there is 4 Gop, and confe- _ 

quently that he made us what we are 3 and if he is infinite in wifdom, he made us 
‘gicutT. Men who think it of importance to employ their reafon about a future. 
ftate; or endeavor to underftand their own make, and the end to which they. 
‘Were intended, will difcover, that the conftitution of our moral nature, our con- 
dition with refpec&t to externals, and our religion as chriftians, have all a moit 
amazing analogy. | | : | 


~~ Ty other words, let him who entertains the Jeaft doubt concerning the great truths 
of curisTianity, do himfelf the juftice to obferve how exactly analogous the law 
of curist. is with the common dictates of humanity : with every generous paffion 
of the mind; wich every fentiment which the human breaft can form that is truly 
- great and noble. He will then fee, what a ftate of unmixed happinefs would be 
reftored to mankind, was this law univerfally revered and practifed.. The glorious. 
fyitem of ethics delivered by our Saviour on the mount, 1s calculated to anfwer all 
the exigencies of otrr temporal condition ; whilft the main fcope and defign of it~ 
is to prepare us for a happy termination of it: and fince death is the unavoidable 
‘condition of life, and abforbs all leffer confiderations; an entire reconciliation to 
jt, on the principles of a rational hope of immortality, ought to be the great end 
of all human aétions, and of all the thoughts and devices of the human heart. - 





‘Several converfations with the prrsians om. different fubjetis. The tragical kiftory 
of prince BECKAWITZ. Principal events till the breaking out of a rebellion it 
ASTRABAD,. oo : 


O return to my narrative. ‘The perstans often took particular notice of the 
_§ air of my countenance, perhaps imagining that I had fome apprehenftons of 
‘the approaching dinger. I told them thar my temper difpofed me to be thought- | 
ful; but if ] underftood their language, and could converfe without an interpreter, | 
I fhould probably take a fhare in every part of their difcourfe. 1 chen enquired for | 
news, particularly in regard to the rebellions on foot in remote parts of the king- 
dom, and if it was true that the pesceges had taken DERBEND,- as was reported. 
‘This was touching them on a very tender ftring, and NASEER AGA anfwered hattily, 
‘4 We do not talk of thofe things.’ ‘The anfwer however made no other impref- 
fion on me, ‘than that he was reftrained by fome prudential reafon, - | 


3 On 


q 


Chap. XXIX. THRE HISTORY OF, &.. | | tz 
Ow the 8th, the carriers pretended they muit have camels as well as horfes to . 
‘Convey my caravan, and demanded money of me, to be advan-ed them on account, 
that they might go among the neighbouring Tuxxuman VARTARS to buy camels ; 
but I did not chufe to comply with their reqact.. Other exnedicnts were alfo made 
ufe of, as if intended purpofely to delay sy deparcure, So.ae of the townfinen 
again demanded of me to open my bales, and {411 them Some pieces of cloth ; but 
. this by no means fuited ny purpofe, and I rather chof tu make feveral of them pre- 
fents of two and a quarter gaz* of cloth, which is the meafure they ufually take 
for a coat. ABDALLAH Bo. the governor's brother, was the molt importunate 
for cloth, though he had the leaft occafjon for it, havi ne loft his eyes for confede. 
rating with R1IZA KOULI MYRZA ®, who attempted to deftroy the king his father a 
few years before this time. | | 


NASER aca returning again to vifit me, I complained to him of the trifling 
conduct of the carriers and camel-drivers ; he acknowledged it was fo, adding, 
that the word of the lower fort of hjs countrymen was not to be depended upon s. 
and therefore he would not recommend to me any PERSIAN as a fervant, agreeable 
to the requeft T had before made him. He again took notice to me, in a particular 
manner, of the ferious air of My countenance, infomuch that I thought it ne- 
celfary to make a reply to this effet: «« J obferve, Sir, you have mentioned this 
** fubject to me more than once ; you are the beft judge of my looks; but I think .. 
‘* my countenance is more in fault than my heart. It is true, I am a little mor- 
“ tified to fee myfelf trifled with, as if the townfmen did not defign ¥ fhould ever - 

“‘ go from hence; but if you mean to admonith me, J take it in good part; and 

** fhall readily grant, «¢ that a merry heart maketh a chearful countenance.” Joy 
“is as effential to the happinefs of man as oil to the flame 3 a principle which will- 
"* prove the beft prefervative again{tt the miferies of life. Every. part of nature 

** feems to rejoice ; The animal, and even the vegetable world, proclaim a joy in 
“their exiftence: how much more ought man to exult in the comforts, the plea- 
fures, the glories of the vifible world; and to triamph in the contemplation of 


** his own imunortality ? But is not a ferious turn of mind efential to that contem- 
** plation ? 


*”~ 
tm 


“* ‘Taz appearance of the countenance will generally follow the turn of mind, 
allowing for health and the peculiar air of the face. But a flow of {pirits feems 
to be indifpenfibly neceflary to fupport the heart in a habit of joy. The man of 
a good underftanding, who {pirits flow brifkly, is bett qualified to think juftly, 
elpecially if from the earlieft part of his life he is fet in the paths of virtue; but 
thele advantages feldom meet in one and the fame perfon. We generally find, 
that a mediocrity of {pirits is the greateft friend to an innocent life; and inno- 
** cence is the parent of that contentment which lays a good foundation; if it does 
** not conftitute the eficnce of joy.” The old man now looked ferioufly himfelf; 
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* A Perstan meafure of 40 inches. > This prince was blinded by Naprr ; but anpAL&an pra, 
it was faid, by the compliment which his own father made to NaDte, by accufing his owndon, in order — 
to be on aJevel with the sam; but I apprehend he was guilty. 7 : 
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he was in labor with an important fecret, in which I was intimately concerned, 
though he dared not to tell me of it. | | 


. * 

Soon after this converfation two Russian flaves were offered to me for fale; f 
had no occafion for them, nor could [ attempt their redemption out of charity ; 
I defired however to be informed of their misfortunes. “They told me they hac 
been taken when young by the oussecs, and fold to the rurkumans. They had 
ferved in the expedition of BECKAWITZ the GEORGIAN prince, whofe ftory deferves 
a place in this journal, as it ferves to fhow the great difficulty, if not abfolute 1m- 
poffibility, of extending a trade among fo’ perfidious and barbarous a people as the: 
TARTARS, | : 

PeTER THE GREAT, amidtt all his fucceffes in war, did not neglect the purfurt 
ef commerce. He had already made a furvey of the. casPran,- and formed a de- 
fign of extending his conqueft beyond samarcanD, fo far at leaft as to fecure the 
LAPIS LAZULI, which: is found in that neighbourhoed. He had alfo flattered him- 
felf with the expectation of difcovering fome mine of gold, In the valley of socn 
3. a giver -whofe fands abound with gold duft, which the PERSIANS, as likewie the 
‘ousneGs, and other neighbouring TARTARS, ofters gather. Persta being at this 
time * in great confufion by the indolence of SHAH SULTAM HWSSEIN ; and PETER 
ghinking a fmall regular force fufficient for that purpofe, fent three.theufand men: 
ro reconnoitre this country. There waS 2 CIRCASSIAN prince, who, to avoid the 
miferies of HuSSEIN’s reign, had fled into RUSSIA with his treafure and family. 
This prince foon died, and his fon named ALEXANDER BECKAWITZ, married into 
ene of the greateft families in that empire. Te was now chofen by the emperor 
PETER to command in this enterprize, as well on account of the bravery of the 


GEORGIANS, as the particular knowledge this prince was fuppofed fo have of the 
TARTARS. 


Besipes the perpetual haraffments which the TARTARS ufually give a regular 
army, during a long and laborious march, they often burn up the grals, and {poil. 
the water, therefore to render the way to KH1zVa fhorter as well as fafer, PETER 
ordered a fort ta be built at cape KARAGANSKOS, which lies on the north eat coaft 
of the caspran fea. This being done without any interruption, by means of the 


fhells and ftones found at that place, and magazines. being prepared, BECKAWITZ 
ventured on his. intended difcovery. 


Brinc arrived near KHIEVA, the ousnecs formed a great body to oppofe hin. As: 
he had a good field artillery they did not chufe to attack hint: on the contrary they. 
accepted his prefents, and promiled him water and. provifions at a time when his ar- 
my was greatly diftrefled. After receiving. the moft folemn affurances of the friend- 
fhip and protection of the OUSBEG TARTARS, he was induced. te-divide his forces 
‘ato bodies of two-or three hundred, thefe treacherous friends pretending that by this 
means they could fupply them with provifions, and enable them to return home: 


with fafety. Having thus obtained their point, they fell.on the deluded RUSSIANS, 
who became an eafy prey. | 


"ERIS. 
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Chap. XXIX.. PRINCE B ECKAWITZ,: ta 
_, Tats unhappy prince, whom neceffity or inexperience had drawn into this {hare, 
was one of the firit that fell a facrifice to their perfidious barbarity, . He was brought . 
before the tent of the KHan of xuHteEva, and a fearlet cloth being fpread on the | 
ground, asa fignal of death, they ordered him to kneel down: bur he refufed 
tocomply ; fo that, inftead of fuffering the eafy death of lofing his head with the 
ftroke of a fabre, he was hacked on the legs, and butchered in the moft barbarous 
_ manner, As to the forces who had been under his command, many were put to 
— death ; fome remained as flavess and others retained in their fervice, e{pecially the 
- muficians, and rhofe wha belonged to the artillery, whom they found of ufe in their 
fubfequent wars. Oo | 


To refume my own ftory. The oth, I was again honored with a numerous -. 
levee, more againft my will than minifters of ftate ufually behold a number of fui- — 
‘tors whom it is not in their power to gratify; for thefe vifits anfwered no other 
purpole than to take up my time. But what furprized me moft, was that the me- 
nial fervants, and feveral of the common people, were admitted to croud round the 
‘AIVAN “, and be privy to the converfation. This was the lefs agreeable to me, as 
their conduct had given them no title to the knowledge of my defigns. {had an 
opportunity of obferving, that perfons of the beft quality among them were very 
ignorant of the affairs of EuRopE : one of the moft intel igent having heard of the 
fatal cataftrophe which happened the preceding fummer to feveral perfons* of dif-. 
tinction in Russia, enquired if they were punifhed for being of the PERSIAN party: 
though I believe no fugh party exifted in nussta, | 


Ow the roth, a frefh difficulty arofe, for our camel-drivers alledged that they _ 
_ could not keep company with the horfes; and therefore they muft fet out two 
or three days before. I knew not how to reconcile myfelf to the thoughts of fepa- 
'fating my company: however, the importunity of wasEER AGA, and the pretend 
ed neceflity of the thing, induced me to confent. © Accordingly’ I delivered forty 
bales, the loads of ten camels, and fixed my own departure with the remainder of 
the caravan tor the 14th. I fent an ARMENIAN fervant to attend the camels, and ap- 
pointed a certain rendezvous, which was on the other fide of the moft difficulg 
paffes in the mountains. — | 


, On the rach, I made a vifit to the governor, who was much lefs courteous to 
me than he had hitherto been, and appeared perplexed in his thoughts. - I¢ was 
_ faid, that he was providing horfes to fend the king’s treafure, conhiting of feventeen 
_ thoufand crowns, to caspins he now told me that he was fo bare of foldiers, 
he could not fpare me more than one. This ftartled me, for I was previoufly 
‘determined to have demanded a greater number than he had at firft appointed ; ef- 
_-peciaily as I was obliged to feparate my company; however | could not miake any 
imprcffions on him. It feemed ftrange-that a caravan of feventeen thoufand crowns. 
in money fhould require fo great a guard, and that to one of thirty thoufand crowns 
in cloth, a fingle foldier was fufficient. . I was ignorant of the fecret, and my ig- 
norance contticuted my happinefs at that time. 1 took my. leave of the governor, 
FO , . defring: 


© The largeft apartment in the Perstan honfes, which is open on one fide. . | 
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defiriig him to continue ime“orider ‘his protection, and affift me with his: advice, 
“any article he might think neceffary. | a 


ye rath, my firft detachment departed.” I. intended'?t ‘follow them immedi- 
“ately, and had prepared KEDGAVAYS 3 thefe are a kind of covered chairs, which the 
“PERSIANS hang over camels in the manner of panthers, and ATE big enough for one 
-perfon to fit in, By this means f could accommodate any of my ‘company if they 
-fhould happen to fall fick, and’ provide ‘for my own fecurity againtt the extremity 
: of the cold. : ‘At length, by the interpofition of NASEER AG As ai obtained a promife 
.from the governor, that two foldiers fhould accompany the firft detachment .of my. 
caravan. ~ Oe 


THe next day in the evening they fet lights at the head and feet of the graves of, 
their departed friends;’ round which they led fheep by the horns, in commemoration. 
of ABRAHAM'S offering up his fon ISMAEL 3 for they do nat allow it was Isaac. | 


1. was’ now preparing to leave this city, the firft [ had feen in rersta, and of 
which I had received very difagreeable impreffions; Whilft I was giving the necef- 
fary orders, my friend NASEER AGA Came to acquaint me that it was tot-a lucky 
hour, therefore J muft not depart. I told him if. he had no other reafon, that I 
was one of thofe chriftians who do not regard lucky hours, but depending on. that 
good providence which at all times governs the world, I begged’ I might be per-. 
mitted to depart. He replied in a very definitive manner, that ¥ mult not fet out. 

— -Tthought it proper to fubmit, from the affurance I had always received. Of the inte- 
_ + grity of his intentions, thovgh I imputed this repugnance to his fuperftition, © 


oC HAP. 
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before, and now appeared in arms-at the head of a party of Kaajars*, with an 
auxiliary body of TURKUMAN’ TARTARS. MaHOMMED KHAN’ BEG and sapOoc 
aca, the two young men of diftinction who were with the governor when I: went. 
Srft to fee him, had joined MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, unanimoufly declaring that 
“they meant’ to pofieis chemfelves of. the city, of the: king’s treafure, and particu- 
Jarly of my caravarrs and the better to delude themfelves, and. the unhappy citi- 
gens, they gave out that rhe sHaH was.dead. | 


"Tye 16th, MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG the governor fent two couriers into KHOR A- 
-san to bring forces to his affittance. - At the fame‘time he commanded ten fol- 
‘diers to guard the ten camels leaded with my cloth, back into the city : this how- 
“ever was but an.idle expedient, as the enemy was already poflefied of all the 
“avenues, and the goods actually lodged in a village belonging to MAHOMMED KHAN 
peg. The only comfort which NasEER AGA ROW BaVe Us; was, that whilft he 
Jived they fhould not touch our lives, He had been one of the chief advilers of 
Mr. ELTON, @ fow months before, to attempt this rout (0 MESCHED, which. indeed 
was according to the original plan, as already mentioned *, The old man was 
now perfectly fenfible of the dangers which threatened us. The refpe€t which had 
been always fhewn him by MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, and his thoughtiefs followers, 
who had-embarked in this defperate enterprize, induced him to. venture among, 
« them, and to endeavor to diffuade them from fo rafh and perilous an undertaking. 
7 They faffered him to return, but he made not any-impreflion on. them. . Hitherto 
he had appeared undaunted; but. now fpoke fhoft, and was impatient of being 
gueftioned.» His whole mind and perfon appeared as if he was that night to render 
up his accounts for all his paft life ; and for the yeats that bad rendered his beard. 
fo. yenerably hoary. CS Oe 


“= & pestecen city incapable of defence, a faithlefs and weak garrifon, were things: 
‘as new to te aS PERSIA and PERSIANS; but the notion } had entertained of the ruR- 
“RUMAN TARTARS, and their barbarity of manners, made the worft impreffion on: 
‘me. Ldid not conceive what purpofe it would anfwer for them to commit any” 
iolence on my fperfon, for it could not conceal their robbery; nor had I any. 
“apprehenfion their rebellion could be fupported s but the report was, that they 
‘would put us to the (word. My attendants recommended my difguifing myfelf~ 
‘on a persian habit; but I chofe to remain in my proper fhape and character, which: 
¥ could fupport much better. Reports now crowded on each other, that the rebel. 
army had advanced within a fhort diftance. “The governor and NASEER AGA, 
jealous of their own fafety, and of the impoffibility of defending the city, difgui-- 
“fed themfelves in the habits of peafants, and mounting en horfeback, each behiad. 
‘a real peafant, made their efcape inthe night. ~ | oF 


- ops dftrety ahd mifery in which thele infatuated people were involving them-. 

(elves, feemed to me the moft interefting fubject. . Thofe who were not difpofed: to- 

rebellion, now curfed me as the caufe of the evils they forefaw 5. alledging that if 
: an . NE eee Thad. 


a The inhabitants of this province are fe called. . > Ka an is here a name though otherwife onder- 
food as a title. © See pe 32s : aie fi 


Chap. XXX. THE PROVINCE OF ASTRABAD. 9 13 


‘Fhad not brought % valuable a caravan to asTRABAD, the people had not rebelled: 
Perhaps I was an inftrument of providence in the chattifement of the{e unhappy 
men, but I had nothing to reproach myfelf with on that account; and in this 
general calamity I knew nat in how great a degree I might partake, and therefore 
thought tt neceffary to prepare for all events. The flattering: expectation we 
‘had entertained, that as the enemy had no artillery, the town might be eafily defend- - 
ed till fuccour fhould be brought, induced us to Jay ina quanuty of provifion : 
but this was vain ; we had nothing left but to receive our conquerors, and fubmit 
‘to their pleafure. | 

__ In the evening I retired to my apartment to indulge my own meditations, not | 
‘forgetting my ordinary practice of writing. Without the affiftance of my pen I 
could not trace out the whole connexion of my thoughts, nor properly digeft them ; 
viand the occafion was now ‘very important. What I find in my Journal is to this 
reffect, and pretty near the fame words, we | 


“© O penzricen'r father, thou tender parent and univerfal lord, of atu! T befeech 
** thee to hear the prayer which in the deepett humiliation of my foul now make. 
“* before thee. | Oo | 


~* O gop! whom have I to truft in, but thee: thou has been my fuccour 
** through all the perils and viciffitudes of my life ; even from my mother’s breatft, 
** If it is thy good pleafure yet to preferve that life; let all my future hopes, and 
* all my wifhes, center in thee alone. Ler the remembrance of thy mercies in- 
““4(pire my mind with the moft ardent love, the moft exalted graticude: let the 
“+ tender laws of humanity ever pofiefs my foul, and render me acceptable in thy 
“* fight, through the merits of thy dear son, who pigp to redeem the world. oe 


ee! oo | 
aoe 


_.. “ Bur if thy gracious providence has ordained, thar my life be now brought to 
“an vend by thete unthinking men ; thy will be done. Avert, O Lord, the de- 
“* ftruction that threatens them, and lay not my blood to their charge. “°° 


“ [ rremete, O Lord, at thy juftice ; but thy. goodnefs and patertial loves thy 
“© tender, boundlefs mercy ig extended to all thy works : fuffer me nor to perifh. 
“© And thou, my Redeemer, who camett into the world to fave finners, I gyafp thy 
 *6 blefied feet. O, reject me nor, reject me not, thou cop of mercy ; let my re- 
** amembrance of thy life and fufferings, thy agonies and ignominious death for the - 
** fins of mankind, now fupport and fecure mie in thy favor; and by thy refur- 
** rection and afcenfion, by thy .ever-prevailing merits and interceffion at the throne 
‘* of the Almighty, procure that pardon, without which I am undone. | | 


Ln 


"* 50 omniscient father, who knoweft all the circumftances of human life, and’ 

the evils to which it is expofed: Thou who knoweft the fecrets of mens hearrs, 

‘and all their inmoft thoughts, I befeech thee call to mind the laborious; though 

‘< imperfect ftruggles of my life, to fubdue myfelf to a fincere obedience to thy 

“* Jaws, as the fupreme object of my wifhes. If I have done any thing accept- — 

able in thy fight, O remember it in thy infinite goodne(s-and compaffion, whilt 
Oo - & a | - thy 


* 
1 0m 


“4 
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“e thy mercy erafes alt record of the numberlefs follies, and infirmities of my life; | 
and of ali the offences I have been guilty of againit thee. _ ee Ee 


-«& Support me, O Lord of mercy, in the remembrance of that boundlefs favor 
«© and tender love, which thou haft fhewn to all the fons of men, through all ages 
“ of the world. | | ae 


-- & Ewaste me, O bleffed Lord, to fix my heart on thee. Let no object: diftract 
“ my mind, or weaken my attention. Awe me with fear, and prevent my 
 prefumptuous thoughts ; yet fill my heart with an entire confidence in thy; 
.« mercy; warm it with a feraphic fire, and prepare’ my {pirit for thy tremendous. 
“ prefence. oe | . _ : 


« Ip it is thy will that I now render back this vital héat and motios,: which 
* fprang from thee, great author of life, and fupporter of this {tupendous world.! 
“ If my hour is come, O fuccour me in the fecret paths of death; and thou, O 
« blefied Redeemer of the world, receive me into the glory thou has prepared’ for 


- Tap ordered a watch to be kept all night, that I might not be furprized ; and 
after employing myfelf in as proper a manner as I could upon fo interelting an oc- 

cafion till eleven, I flept till four in the morning, . I was ther awakened by a 

brifk, but irregular difcharge of mufketry. A filence enfued, from whence I con- 

cluded the city was delivered up to MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, and, to my great 

comfort, it proved fo: had any fruitlefs refiftance been made, the befiegers would. 
probably have carried things to the greater extremities. As I heard no tumult, I 

flattered myfelf that the rebels would not proceed to any flaughter, and that tie 
“capture of my merchandize would content them. © The 17th, MAHOMMED HASSAN” 
nEG no fooner entered the town, than he. fought for MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG the 
Jate governor, for his father MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had fome years before de-_ 
livered FATEY ALI KHAN KHAJAR, the father of the prefent rebel chief, to NADIR, 
_by whom he was put to death: the governor however had been too fenfible of his. 
‘danger to. wait the arrival of the rebels. | ; a 


Norse and merriment feemed neceffary to fupport the fpirits of thofe who. had: 
embarked in this defperate enterprize. ‘Fhey feized the city-drums, and a large 
party went about beating them and hollowing; at the fame time they drove before: 
“them the cavenTER *, and another perfon, both naked, and demanded the sHaH’s. 
‘treafure, which MAHOMMED ZAmon 56. had carefully concealed. before his de-. 
parture. co _ oe | 

Ix was now my tum to. receive a vifit from them, and hear my fate. Sapoc 
AGA, who was.appointed a general * with MAHOMM!D KHAN. BEG, both young 
~ men of more fire than judgment, headed a.party of fourteen armed perfons of the- 

beft diftinétion among them, and came to. my houfe. I had collected my fervants 
_ oo, | : . 1 
© Town-clerk and collefior of the city, who acted as fub-governor. SIRDAR. 
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4n one room, from whence I fent a little boy, a fervant, who underitood the Tur- 
KisH language, which is moft known to the KHayars, to conduct thefe hottie vift- 
_ters to us, and totell them, that as we were at their mercy, we hoped tasy would 
treat us. with humanity. They immediately entered, and declared, they did not: 
mean to hurt us; on the contrary, that as foon as their government wis eflablifi- 
ed, they would pay me for my goods. They demanded art the fame time, where 
they were lodged ; and informed me that the forty bales which I had fent out of the 
town fome days before, were already in their poffeffion. ManoMMED KHAN BEG. 
then demanded my purfe, which I had prepared with about thirty crowns in gold 
and filver: he contented himfelf for the prefent wich counting it, and then returned 
it to me, demanding if I had any more; for that it would be the worfe for me, 
af I concealed any. I thought it warrantable however to make an evafive anfwer, 
‘though it was a true one as to the fact; viz. that all the town knew J had been. 
fearching for money in exchange for my billon Mr zenron, not having fufficient 


to convey my Carravan tO MESCHED. As gold can purchafe any thing ex~ept virtue 


and health, wnderftanding and beauty, 1 thought it might now adminifter to our: . 


fafety. I therefore referved. a purfe of one hundred and fixty crowns in gold; ap- 
, prehending that the fkilful application of it might ward off the danger which threat. 
ened us; but I foon found, that our fecurity was in our fuppofed poverty ;° fer in near- 
three weeks diftrefs I durft not fhew a fingle piece of gold, much lefs acknowledge: 
that I had faved any money. co os 


I nap here an opportunity to confider the admirable Jeffons of morality, which 
- the MAHOMMEDANS teach by example and practice, whilft the chriftians hold the: 
theory in great veneration, A-MAHOMMEDAN, who isa general to-day, and a com-. 
mon foldier to-morrow, fays, IT 18 THE WILL OF Gop. Far from laying violent. 
' hands on himfelf, he thinks it at leaft as honourable to fubmit, and fhew obedience: 
tothe decrees of heaven, as he did in the meridian of his. power, ta obey the com-. 
mands of his fovereign.e. : | - : 
Finpine things conduéted with fome appearance of juftice, T now turned my: 
thoughts on the kindnefs. of providence in bringing this event about in the city,, 
rather than upon the road, where it was highly improbable FE fhould have received: 
fuch gentle treatment. My drooping {fpirits revived, and I confidered how belt 
to extricate myfelf. I was now more than ever inclined to that opinion, that the: 


_mind of man is fo formed, as. naturally to employ itfelf in the purfuit of pleafure ,_ 


_ and that its operations, when. they have their true bias, have always.a repugnancy: 
. topain.. Upon the fame principle it will turn itfelf from a view. of the evils.of life,. 
and fly off, as it were, on the wings of refignation and hope-to a: fcene of comfort: 
and delight. Sorrow, which. is not in its final iffue productive of joy,. feems to, 
belong to. man, only as his reafon becomes obfcured by accidents, that is, by an, 
_irreligious or melancholy dilpofition, The Savior of mankind, though perfedt,. 
was indeed ‘“*a man .of forrows, and acquainted. with grief;” but it was for. the. 
fins of the world fer which he mourned ;. his forrows are changed into everlafting. 
joy, and were intended to. change ours. alfo into a happy immortality. Thus the 
.goodnefs of the great Lord of nature is obvious to a degree of amazement; for if- 
by a natural propenfity of the foul we turn from forfow and. the evils. of life, and: 
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fix the mind en'the ‘remedies of thofe evils; and if there is no evil but religion 
‘points our the remedy alfo, even when we are furrounded with bitter calamities 5- 
what confolation might net this afford? What joy can exceed that, of acting under 
the care and protection.6f the tender parent of mankind ? who can no more mean | 
-co ‘hurt us unoffending, .than he can ceafe his Own exiftence ; nor caa he, without 
‘trials, give us an opportunity of virtue, nor without virtue, is i¢ confifient to imd- 
gine we are the objects oF his love. Happy were it for the world, if the trials of. 
pro{perity had ordinarily the fame iffue as ‘thofe of diftrefs, which foften the heart 
toa fenfe of obedience. Ingratitude, which 1s twin-born with. pride, and the ge- . 
‘nuine offspring of the corruption of human nature, fometimes predominates moit,. 
where mott thanks are due to heaven ;. and this by the connection there is between 
‘the gratification of uncofrected paffions and appetites, and the means of fuch 
-eratifications ; hence it may be obierved, that what men cajl profperity is a blefling, 
-gracurfe, jutt as it is ufed. _ | ) Se | 


 Wura reflections like thefe I endeavored to turn the edge of this misfortune, and 
-as ‘wuch as poffible to convert it into an occafion of good. The greateft indignity 
{ had yet experienced, was that of being {hut out of the habitable part of my houfe, 
and particularly my chamber, and the ufe of my baggage ; my magazine of mer- 
‘chandize, I had of courfe given up. .There was alfo great reafon to apprehend 
fome irregular proceedings from the foldiers, particularly the ruRKUMANS: I 
therefore defired that a guard might be appointed, not for the fecurity of our per- 
fons only, but to preferve fromm any violation, the feal which they fixed.on the door 
of the ware-houfe where the cloth was depofited. They declared this to be a very 
-reafonable requeft, and immediately gave the necefiary orders. a 
|p was but natural to apprehend they would proceed to fome executions in cold 
‘blood; but, to my great furprize and fatisfaction, I found they had put only one 
man to death: this perfon was a groom belonging to MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN 
who under his mafter’s direction, had been the actual executioner of TH#HMAS 
suan, their laft lawful king, and now, by @ very fingular work of providence, 
falling into the hands of thete rebels, fell a facrifice to their juft refentment. I was 
ereatly furprized to obferve with what facility the late fubjects of Napir, and the 
fervants of the late governor, profeffed an entire devotion to the new chief MaHOM= 
| MED HASSAN BEG, whom they ftiled their kan *®. 07. | | | 


Tre 18th, it was now very apparent on what principles HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOM- 
wep had adted; he was in the fecret of the rebellion from the time of my arrival, 
and brought me to the town, under the higheft profeffions of friendfhip, as a fheep 
to the flaughter. However, it was my bufinefs to difeuife my fertiments; for as 
I had nothing there to lofe but my life, or liberty, I had nothing: elfe to think of : 
4 therefore ftill behaved to the HAMDGEE, a$ to one on whom I depended, and, in- 
‘ftead of repr8aching, 1 entreated of him to recover of the carriers the money I had. 

- advanced them, if their xman would permit it; alledging that neither myielf nor’ 
fry fervants could Jive.upon the air; for I concealed the money I had faved. He 
CF oe repre- 


* Lord. | 


Chap XXXL THE AUTHOR, IN DANGER, &. 135 


_ teprefented the cafe, and obtained a recovery of about one hundred and fifty crowns, 
part of which he returned to us in fugh proportions as he thought proper, te: pror 
vide fot the common neceffaries of life. - ° °° 0 ee _ 





CH A PP. XXX. 


The Author engages the friendfip of the rebel-governor, who bolds a council about the 
. divifion of the plunder. He is in danger of being carried as a flave into TERKUM a= - 
\ sia. He leaves ASTRABAD.. © I es 
RB. sapoc, a perfon of extraordinary ftature and ‘comelinefs, was appointed : 
governor of the city: the generous air of this man’s countenance was the very - 
picture of humanity, As he had great authority among the rebels, I: entreated 
him to be reftored to the ufe of my chamber and baggage, having had. no. better - 
lodging the night before than a mat in my kitchen, which was open .to the air. . 
Befides.the money.already mentioned, I took the precaution to. conceal. half a. 
piece of rich filk, expecting by, this means to procure the kindnefs of .fomne perfon . 
in power;-and accordingly. 1. conveyed: to BABA sapoc, as the poor remains of ; 
my plundered. fortunes,as much of, this.as would make a persian. drefse. He - 
bid me be comforted, affured me that no harm fhould happen to me,’ and imme. . 
diately ordered the feal to be taken off my chamber door; -but at the fame time he. 
enjoined me. to obferve the ftricteft fecrecy, with regard to the prefent I had made - 
him ; for the chiefs already began to be jealous of each other about the divifion of - 
the {poil ; and the more as,they had not yet difcovered the sHan’s treafure.:. 


Tue igth, in the morning, MAHOMMED KHAN BEG and sapoe AGA, With a train» 
of attendants, came to my houfe, and carried off feveral bales, concealing others. , 
in different apartments, with a defign to ,convey them.away at. night. One of the: 
company , expoftulated, with them, as if they had no authority for what they did: - 
but. they confidering themfelves upon an equality with their leader,. laughed at - 
the admonition, This gave me the ftronger apprehentfion. of the ruin which hung . 
over the heads of thefe rafh young men. | : 7 | 


-.” MavomMED KHAN BEG, who had before returned me my purfe, now demanded : 
. 1¢ back with the fame menacing language. However, I thought it neceffary to be - 
filent upon that fubject, having already given him an anfwer.. Upon. this. occafion , 
_ SADOC AGAy, pointed at me with an infulting fmile, defiring his friend to obferve - 
_ may appearance, as if he meant to ridicule my diftrefs.:, About noon. they affiembled | 
_ at. my houfe, where they demanded a regular account of all my cloth; which I: 
_ accordingly delivered to them. Some. difficulties being ftarted with recard to the » 
meafure; the perfon objecting was foon filenced by a general declaration that the .- 
CHRISTIANS are very regular, as well as juft, in their dealings... > - a 


136 THE AUTHOR, IN DANGER OF Part Ill 


- - MAHOMMED KHAN BEG then introduced two of the TURKUMAN chiefs, Thefe 
awere the greateft objects of my fear, but they were no lefs fo of my contempt. 
Their habits were very coarfe, and their countenance yet more hard and ill-favored. - 
They pulled off their boots, and came with naked feet on the carpet, where they. 
were received with great diftin@ion by the KHAJARS, who conducted them to the 
feat of honor, MAHOMMED KHAN B&G turning towards me, faid, “ Thefe are the 
*¢ pillagers of countries, who fow deyaftation where-ever they go: you may how 
-°& confider them as your merchants.” The rurKumans added, ‘* You give us the 
4 merchandize of the russ1ans (for fo they called us) will you not give us the RUS- 
“ stans alfo?” To which feveral of the KHaAjars replied, particularly BABA 
‘sapoc,.** What can you do with them?” They anfwered, “* They will do well 
co keep our fheep.” I was armed in a confidence of fecurity from the . pro- 
mifes I had received of protection ; but this declaration of the TURKUMANS increafed 
- “my impatience to leave the city at fome rate or other. The, affembly then confulted 
‘ypublickly, and without the leaft referve, how they fhould divide the fpoil, and 
broke up feemingly well fatished with their prize. = 3 | | 


* 


* 


ae 


. Tue perplexity which I obferved in their councils, gave me very melancholy 
-prefages of their approaching fate. I had the fatisfaétion at the fame time of 
thinking there was the lefs danger of their conquering all the fouthern coaft of the 
_ caspian, and confequently that the ENGLISH factory at GHILAN might efcape fall- 
_-ing into their hands, = a _ 


THe governor of MAZANDERAN, which is the next province to the weftward, had 
been in confederacy with them; but upon their inviting him to take arms,: he re~_ 
turned for anfwer, ** That they might fleep in the bed which they. had made.” My 
_great anxiety was in what manner I fhould get out of their hands. I was firmly 

_of opinion, that their reign could be only for a few weeks; and that either the city 
- would be befieged by the suau’s forces, and the inhabitants put to the {word; or 
. the rebels would be beat in the field.- But every way I faw danger ; for if they left 
. the city behind them, they might, in their retreat to the deferts of TURKUMANSA, 
carry us off, with every thing they could find: and even if they fucceeded, the 
TURKUMAN party -and intereft would increafe, and I fhould be carried a flave 
-. into their barbarous country. en | oe ae 


ri oo ~ 


THe peRsians and KHAjaRS, who had a different fenfe of honor and humanity 
from the TURKUMANS, knew that whatever motives might induce them to rebel a- 
gainft their fovereign, they had no right to rob me. Hence they exprefied an anxi- 
‘ous concern for my fecurity, and charged me very ftrictly to conceal myfelf as much 
as, poflible from thefe rarTars. MAHOMMED HASSAN himfelf feemed defirous to fave 
ws from any farther misfortune, and promiied to grant us a paflport. In times of 
inteftine commotions the country abounds with flying parties of robbers: the pea- 
fants of MAZANDERAN were alfo expected to be in arms. HIAHDGEE MYRZA MA- 
“HOMMED, into whofe hands neceffity had obliged me to throw myfelf, reprefented 
. the great hazard we fhould be expofed to in attempting to return to GHILAN 3; for 
- which reafon he recommended our retiring to fome fecret place in the neighbouring. 
- gnountains;"where the perstans, upon fuch occafions, érequently conceal ‘them- 

- ” | : felves. 
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felves, Ihad no futpicion of his being fuch a villain as to have a defion againit 
my life; however, I had no opinion of his propofal, and rather cho to go openly 
out of the city with fuch a guard as I could procure. In this I was oppofed by my 
interpreter, and all my fervants, alledging, if I infifted on ‘putting our efcape to 
any fuch iffue, they would not attend me. With regard to them, I was in the 
fame circumftances asa mafter in re{pect'to his mariners after his fhip is wrecked : 
but whether it was from their greater experience, or not, their fears ran very hich, 


Tue 19th, my interpreter Marreuse went to MAHOMMED HASSAW,-to thank 
him for the protection I had received from him, and to beg the continuance of ic. 
‘The prices of the cloth being demanded of the interpreter, according to the in- 
timation he had received for that purpofe from the KHayars, he mentioned twenty 
per cent. more than the real value; that the TURKUMAN chiefs, who were then in 
MAHOMMED HASSAN’S tent, might receive the higher impreffion of the prefents he 
had made them. Thele rartar allies having now received the price of their 
friendfhip, and expecting little more than the event of a battle, began to murmur 
and talk of returning to their deferts, This condué might naturally be expeéted 
of thofe who came only as dogs to a bone, and have. much lef Adelity than is 
ufually found in that animal. Several of the common TURKUMANS intruded them- 
felves into my houfe,. pretending a curiofity to fee us; but, as I afterwards learnt, 
their real intention was to confult by what means they might carry us off, | 


Fear now took place of tumultuous Joy, they already feemed to repent of their 
conduct, and the gates of the city were ordered to be fhut, and no perfon to pafs in 
or out without the knowledge of ManommMep uassan. In the evening I tirft 
obferved the comet which appeared at this time in-the heavens, and was now a 
little to the fouth-weift of my habitation. | Se 


Tue 20th, sapoc aca, declared that in a day or two he intended to make jn- 
curfions intO MAZANDERAN, which was alfo ripe for-a revolt; but the inhabitants 
of that province had too mean an opinion of the astrapap chiefs, to declare in 
their favor, Hanupcer Myrza MAHOMMED, who had hitherto magnified the 
dithculties of my efcape, now reprefented it more practicable.. With regard. to the 
rebellion he had pulled off the mafk intirely, by the great joy he exprefled upon a 
report, that four thoufand delerters from the SHAH'S camp were coming to their 
affiftance : an event which appeared highly improbable. But fuch was the infatua- 
tion of thofe miferable people, that they greedily fwallowed down this news, which 
was one inftance of that fatal credulity which induced them to take up arms. 
The four thoufand men, in fact, proved only to be four euspzEc couriers, whom 
the sHan had fent to xuerva for recruits, and were now in their way thither. 
Thefe men boldly reported chat the san had a great army not far from GuILAN. 


‘THE TURKUMANS were already exceeding clamorous, pretending that they hail 
‘been promifed the value of forty thoufand crowns in cloth, and a confiderable fum 
of money, which they affirmed they had not received in any fuch proportion, not- 
withitanding the sHan’s treafure of feventeen thoufand crowns had been at length 
ducovered, Upon this feveral quarrels enfued, im which one of the ruRKUMANS © 
— Vox. I, . t+ was 
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was cut to pieces: this induced a confiderable body of them to retire from the camp. 
In the mean while.a certain woman, in an enthufiaftic, and indeed prophetic rage, 
ran about the ftreets beating her breaft, and tearing her hair , faying, ** now for. - 
“ this T——d of a KHAN‘, will this poor city be put to the fword 1”* _ 


MAanHoMMED KHAN BEG Was very inquifitive when I intended to fet out on my 
journey to GHILAN. This gave me fome uneafinefs, for the treatment I had. re- 
ceived from him, and the great encomiums. he had beftowed on the ruRKUMAN: 
chiefs, made me fufpect, that he would not icruple to point.out to them by what. 
means they might carry us off, fince they could not obtain us by the ceneral.confent: 
of the KHAJARS. ; | 


“Own the 21ft, the news of the plunder brought an additional reinforcement of” 
ene hundred rurxumans. to the-rebel-camp, who from .an impatient defire each: 
had of being the firft in paying his refpects tO MAHOMMED HASSAN, Created fome 
difturbance. In the mean‘while, as. they had before challenged us in relation to our. 
faith as CHRISTIANS, ‘we’ were now repretented by fome. fuperftitious or malicious: 
perfens, as men who did not believe in the fupreme Beinc ; and indeed 1. was ap- 
prehenfive that they meant to draw from this principle a reafon for difpofing of us 
¥n what manner they pleafed, without the violation of any divine law. This was. 
an opinion of a dangerous tendency, but too grofs to be fwallowed by the wifer: 
-part of them: Fhe rebels had already taken our TARTAR boy, and detained him. 
sor fome time: this increafed the panic of the reft. ef my fervantsy who at length. 
refolved to fhare my fortune in getting out of the town. I was the more impatient | 
to fee myfelf free of all impediment, as I determined to feek the sHan, and appeal: 
to him for juftice ; though I dared not: at that time to talk of. any fuch matter. 


Tue 22d, my interpreter delivered to MAHOMMED HASAN a regular account of 
the real value of the goods ; and the better to carry on the farce, defired a bill. 
ef him for the amount;. which he accordingly gave.. After we had engaged the: 
‘WAHDGES to provide us ten of his armed villagers as a guard, and agreed for; 
horfes to carry us, we determined to leave the. town the next day a little before- 


fun-rifing. 


* Meaning MAHOMMED:. HASSAN..the, rebel.chick. . 


CHAP... 
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thought it inconfiftent with ‘his ‘ntere(t to fuffer me to carry them off. His de- 
mure countenance and {tri€t obfervance of the letter of the law, fhewed him to be 
a true PHARISEE; for his pretence to more than | common fanctity, was but the 
‘breater violation of fubttantial virtue. “He had us in his pofféffion, and made no 
fcruple to declare, that he would not anfwer for our fatety a fingle mile further , 
and that the carriers who were under his jurifdiction, fhould ‘not ‘proceed with us, 
unlefs L left my baggage with him. He mentioned at the fame time a filver 
mounted bridle, fome gold ftuff, plate, and other things which ‘he fuppofed. were 
yet in my pofleffion. I reprefented to him my impatience to proceed, and that I 
would run all hazards: but he replied with a treacherous {mile, ** YOU‘ARE VERY 
“wise.” This crafty: old:man, whofe perfidioufnefs was exceeded by nothing but 
his hypocrify, determined: to play ‘a cunnigg: game. If the febellion fucceeded, 
he would make a prize of my baggage ;- and if it did not fucceed, he would. plead 
his loyalty by preferving it for me, under the pretence of affording protection to a 
perfon, of whole circumftances’ he knew very well the sHan muft be minutely 
acquainted, if I efcaped with my life. pe | 


_ Toprove a man to be a villain, “by. pullirig of the mafk, in which he thinks him- 
—-felf difguifed, oftentimes makes him fuch in a midre-defperate -degree ;. 1 was there- 


fore afraid to reproach the HAHDGEE, Jeft I fhould Bi p a-worfe evil than the 
nterefted. for my 








lofs of my baggage; for he pretended all the while to. be higgtitg: ' 
fafery. J faw myfelf entirely at his mercy, and was apprehentfive if Thad taken my 
baggace from his houfe, I fhould not be able to keep it long from other thieves, 
who might not be fo civil in their manners as this courtly robber. The HAHDGEE 
having entertained us handfemely at fupper, I retired to my apartment where I 
determined to play the game which: ‘he had taught me, though upon very different 
principles. I cut off the filver from my bridle, with the trimmings’ from my 
- cloaths, and alfo concealed what little plate IL had. Notknowing how to difpofe 
-of Tome yards of rich filk which J had brought off from asTRaRaD, without a 
fofpicion of having concealed things of value, 1 new delivered it to my fervant, who 
wrapped ‘it round his- body. Thus hiding every ting thar-~was. portable. in a fmall 
compafs, I fealed up the remainder. © 9.00) ie ie a 

Earny the next morning I delivered the grofs of my baggage to the HAHDGEE, 
who was very defirous to know why I fealed it up. I told him {miling, “ Itis 
«© ufual among EUROPEANS, when they leave any thing in the'cuftedy of a FRIEND, 
& to ufe this method.” I then defired he would reftore me my money which re- 
' mained in his hands, otherwife, AFTER ALL HIS FRIENDSHIP, I mutt perifh on 
‘* my journey ;” for though he knew moft of my affairs, yet he was. ignorant 


 Aéthat T had faved any money. The fum due from the HAHDGEE was-dbout one 


hundred and fifty crowns, as already mentioned, of which he had the charity to. 
pay me about fixty, twenty of which was in bad money; and to make up for the. 
inconvenience he fuffered in this CHARITABLE payment, he robbed. me of the only 
horfe I had, not belonging to the carriers; at leaft. the horfe was not to be found. 
the next morning, and I went away without him.. _ 
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We-advanced through by-paths about twenty ENGLISH miles, without. any ap-. 
parent danger; for the few peafants whom’ we faw at different times, ran from us 
Into the woods, taking us for enemies. That night we lay in the open fields. 
The 26th, atter travelling over ditches. and through pathlefs woods,. we arrivanl 
at a ruined cottage, which was however very acceptable to us in our-condition, 
“The greateft concern I had was to “prevent the sack aLis from running away 
with my accoutrements; thefe, animals; with which the woods. abound, are: re- 
markably fond-of leather: they are alfo very domettic, infomach that feveral of | 
them pafled-over my bed during'tlie night. I was determined to part with my con- 
ductors as foon as .genvenient ; for they fowed rebellion where-ever they went. 
The little children in the villages, taking us for rarrarRs, called out “ turkey. 
‘* MAN ;"'-as if they meant toreceivgus as their pentveRERS. The people every 
where complained aloud, that the sHaH had reduced thetn to the extremeft mifery *: 
We paffed by the ruins of. the palace at. FAKABAD,- once: famous for the. reffdence 
of the perstan kings. This city-having-been often plundered by the runkuMans, 
€W PERSIAN and ARMENIAN inhabitants. 





is now abandoned; ‘there being only. a 
From hence we paffed toa little village upon a lake, where feveral peatants fup- 
port themfelves by catching wild ducks. They go in boats during the night, near: 
the marfhy banks, which are covered with rufhes, and carry. great lights on the 
ftern; then ringing a number of {mall bells, the birds. are confounded, .and fly 
into their. very hands. | | | en : 


Tue earriers had engaged to conduct us to paLFRusH, the capital of .weazan- 
DERAN; which was yet about twenty miles diftant; bur hearing that maHOMMED 
KHAN, the admiral of the fea coafts, was levying forces to oppole the asrraBan 
rebels, they would not proceed with me any farther. _ 1 was-in a country furround- 
ed by nrarfhes,. where no. horfes, nor any other-cattle were to be had, and there- 
fore defired. they would,at leaft condué& me-to fome place where we could procure 
horfes., bus this they alfo refufed, alledging, that as.we-were near the fea, we mighc. 
go by water. Accordingly, the 27th in the morning, they conducted us to a poor 
fifherman’s hut on the fea coalt, .-He had -only a canoe, which. was very. leaky, | 
and too {mall tor fix perfons.; -belides, it could be navigated only with oars near - 
the fhore, where the furf ran fohigh, that I had no Conception how it was. .pefiible - 
for fuch a boat to convey us twenty males, I therefore repeated my .inftances tg the 
carriers, that they would either find aie-horfes, according to their. engagement, .or - 
at leaft carry me where I could procure them. . They treated my demand with con- 
tempt;. which obliged me. ta threaten thém. to ule, force: upon. this two.of them, | 

: _ | | cing | 


* Mr, orrer, of the academy of paris, who travelled in PERStA & few years: before this time, men- 
tions a remarkable {peech which was made him by a poor péafant, when he queitioned him why he did not - 
cloath his daughter better. ** You,” fays-the peafant, “alk this queftion much at your eafe ; but { fancy . 
* you do not Know NADIR sHAH.. Inftead of ‘thinking of our cloaths, it is well if we can pet a mor- 
‘© fel of bread: Are we not obliged to.fell all we have to find him money, and prevent our being baf. 
** tonaded to death ? They now demand of me three romans (thirty crawns) [know not where to get 
“them: my cattle, my flocks, and my moveables are. already carried off by the suan’s collectors 
“« (uruwassiLs} I have only two or three fheep left whofe mik Serves to nourilh me, and this poos girl, 
“ whom I would gladly fell, even to a foreigner, if I could get for her the fam they demand of me: 
** fhe can never bein a worfe condition than the is here, efpecially if the thould have. the. misfortune t. 
*. lofe me, which mult infallibly happen, if f am not ina condition te pay this money.” 


= 
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being armed with match-locks, lighted their matches : two had bows and arrows ; 
and all of them,: being fix in number, had fabres; they alfo put themfelves in a 
pofture of defence. I collected my company, among whom were four mufkets, a 

inderbufs, and a pair of piftols; but I could hardly depend on more than two 
of my fervants. In this fituation we parleyed for fome time, till at length I fub- 
mitted to run the rifk of being drowned; rather than engage in a fray, where L 
might have more probably ended my life, but could not poffibly obtain any honor 
or advantage, except the precarious ufe of horfes, through a country entirely un- 
known to us. Trufting therefore to providence, we embarked in the canoe. We 
made our way with paddles: along the fhore, in four or five feet water, within 
banks of fand, fo that we had breakers on both fides of us. Had the wind come 
from the north, it would have been impoffible for the canoe to live; but gentle 
breezes from: the eaft, with the {kilfulnefs of our boatman in this fort of naviga- 
tion, brought us fafe to MESCHEDIZAR, : 7 


On the 28th, I learnt that the governor of this province (MAZANDERAN) had 
collected a thoufand men to make head againft the rebels ; but their unwillingnefs 
to fight, from their diffaffection to the government, had induced them to feparate ; 
the governor himéelf had.alfo retired. However, the admiral MAHOMMED KHAN 
was there endeavouring by all means .to collect. a*body..of forces :: SHANVERDIE 
pEG, a colonel in the marine, was alfo with him, | fent: ad agMENIAN fervant 
to inform them of my artival, and to beg their protection ; on which SHAVERDIE 
bec, fent mea horfe handfomely caparifoned, and four. mules for my fervants. 

Tur goth, we cameto BALFRUsH, where Thad the fatisfaction to learn the opi- 
aion of the PERSIAN merchants, that the suanH would make good my lofs. Ma- 
HOMMED KHAN congratulated me on my arrival in his jurifdiction out of the 
hands of the rebels, and told me that I was happy in havigg efcaped with my lifes 
that he was himfelf under very melancholy circumftances, having only a fmall. 
numaber of forces to oppofe the rebels ; and that he wifhed to bein ouiLan ; but 
could'tier feturn thither, for fear of the king’s difpleafure. He recommended to 
me to continue my reut by water, otherwife I muft be expofed again to the rebels 
ina defencelefs city. I had no inclination: fok any diate fuch voyages, in which, 
with every puff of wind, I muft be expofed to be drowned, or driven, without | 
any of the neceffaries of life, upon a wild and friendlefs fhore. However, to 
gratify the admiral, who knew lefs of the water than many children of five years 
of age, I made enquiry if it was practicabie; and found. that the inhabitants of 
MESCHEDIZAR being afraid of the rurKumMaNs, had deferted the place the day 1 
Jeft it, and that ic would be to no purpofe to return thither. 


Marrrusr, my interpreter, was much diftrefféd with fatigue and fear, and 
inftead of affifting me with his couneil, talked ‘of retiring toa monatftery, which 
he thought would be more proper for his age and turn of mind, than fuch perilous 
wanderings; and refolved at the fame time to remain In RALFRUSH. His incapa- 
city of keeping pace on the road, and his jealoufy that ] did not confide in him, | 
made his company irkfome, though he was a very good old man. 


(2 : TH 
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Tue 3rft, sapoe aca having now advanced at the head of a party of rur- 
KUMANS within a few miles of this CIty 5 MAHOMMED -KAHN went out to recon. 
noitre his fituation. The KHAN had with him only eighty men, and though thefe 
were well mounted and armed, they were too few to come to action, had his courac® 
difpofed him to it. -The TURKUMANS, on the other hand, had not half fo 
great an inclination to. fight as to plunder. “Indeed the gallant-figure which this. 
party made, induced me to hope they would hor put it to the ifue of an unequal: 
engagement. On the KHaAn’s retutn to the city, I waited on him, to thank- him 
for the advice he had yiven me; buc that it was not practicable to follow it: 
MESCHEDIZAR being deferted by the inhabitants - therefore I defired a fupply of ” 
horfes for myfelf and fervants. He now feemed cold and indifferent to my ap- 
plication; though, in general terms, he {till promHed I fhould have them, but 
without faying what number, or when - he complained at the fame time, that he- 
did not know but to-morrow might be his la&; -as he was merher in a condition to- 
fight, nor, for fear of his mafter’s difpleafure, dared to retire, =: 

Fesruary the. rft, T fent a meffage to the: KHAN to remind him of his promife ;. 
and he affisted’ my interpreter, that he would take care of us; but did not yet. 
give any orders for horfes or mules. The TARTARS were every hour expected in: 
the city ; the fhops were fhut, and every countenance full of diftra@tion. I rejoly.. 
ed therefore to depend no longer on the promifes of the xuan 3. but. endeavoured: 
to find hortes, mules, or even affes, where-ever I could procure then,. intending; 
to venture with my fervants, if I could get no other company: but I found. i inns. 
poffible to hite any beaft of burthen ; for the greateft. part of the people had fled: 
with their moft valuable effects, and others were preparing to follow their example. 
The weather was very rainy ; fo that neither the. match-locks,, nor even the fire-. 
locks of the Persians could be any great ufe to them againft the bows and ‘arrows: 
of the TARTARS, Under thefe circumftances I hiad nothing to do, but prepare to 
receive my cénquerots th® fecond time, orto walk off by myfelf unatrended ; and. 
of thefé alternatives I chofe the former. The next day, while I was confidering what 
meafures to purfue, MAHOMMED KHAN, as if he meant to infult me, fent a horfe: 
extremely poor in flefh, and Mortally’ diftempered. I was fome time in doubr: 
whether I fhould accept of him or. not ; but at length I took my leave of my inter- 
preter and fervants, offering them‘ what money they fhould have occafion for 5 and: 


wt 


leaving with them the rebels paffport, LT recommended them to. providence, 


THE TARTARS were already entering one gate, when I went out at the other. I | 
fell in with a party who-conduéed the baggage of MAHOMMED KHAN, and himéelf 
with his few forces foon followed ; but it was not pofffble for me,to keep pace with. 
them. Fhe TARTAR bey followed me on foot; but he. foon tired, and entreated. 
me moft earneftly to take him up behind me:. Before we had got fix miles the: 
horfe’s hind-quarters gave way, and he fat upon his tail like a dog; fo that we 
were both obliged to difmount.. I now began to with myfelf in the City: apain,, 
hardiy knowing what method to purfue: I had wrapped my body round with foft: 
PERSIAN fathes, that I might be defended as much as poffible againgt the injuries of 
the weather at this feafon, which is generally fevere in thefe parts; fo that { was. 
bat in a bad condition for walking... I had no guide, and underftood but few. words. 
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of the language ; however, with the afiftance of the TaRTAR boy, who. {poke 
TURKISH and russ, 1 found my way to the fea-coaft. I had with me a blunderbuls 
and a pair of piftols, intending to keep on my ovard, ‘The- peafants generally en- 
tertain an opinion that EUROPEANS have fomething valuable about them ; and - 
this was my cafe, coe EHtill retained the greateft part of the money J had conceal- 
ed. It now feemed neceflary to difeuife myfelf in the beft manner I could: my 
cloaths were already very mean; and the better to deceive any robbers, I fet the 
boy on the horfe, which I led by the bridle, as he was yet able to creep along with 
a {mall weight. There were feveral rivers to pafs, at which I had the good fortune 
“to find ferries, and pleading poverty I pafled gratis. In this manner I continued 
my journey for about ten ENGLISH miles, perplexed, and extremely harafled, <At- 
Jenoth the KHAN’s Company, Lo My creat joy, having halted, I got up with them, 
and procured fhelcer fom the weather, with a’mat to lay ons By this time Mr. 
HoaG * and my RUSSIAN menial fervant came UP with me, having had better for-. 
tune than mytelf, for the KHAN had procured them a conveyance on horleback 1m. 
company with his own fervants. , | . . 
Kary the next day I fent to the KHAN, [0 acquaint him that it was impofible 
to proceed on the horle which he had fent me: he then ordered others, for which 
he demanded more than five times the value. As 1 knew by experience that the 
pofleffion of them mutt be precarious 5 and finding a perfon, who offered to fupply. 
us with better horfes for hire, | declined the KHAN’s infulting offer. We pro- 
ceeded a fhort day’s journey to a little Village on the fea-coaft, where we halted, 
and b was again deprived of my horfe. The KHAN now made a feint, as if he ‘in- 
ended to flop the ‘progres of the rebels, who were already advanced in purfuit of 
him as far as AMuL; obferving the beauty of my piftols, which were mounted 
with Giver, tre defred the loan of them, alledging that he was going on a party to 
reconnoitre the rebels. 1 begged his acceptance of them, reminding him atthe fame 
time, that nemher myfelf, nor the three perfons who were yet with me, had any 
carriage but what depended on accident, and the charity of the foldiers: upon 
this he again affured me, through the littl TARTAR interpreter, he would take 
care of us. After a few hours ablence he returned in fome confufion, and ordered 
all the avenues in the woods to be guarded to prevent a furprize, a body of 
rebels being then very near. | had noc then eaten any thing for near forty hours, 
except a few parched peas, and at length was obliged to beg what I dared not, and 
indeed could not buy; but SHAHVERDIE BEG relieved me. ho | 


Azz the men and baggage being collected within the walls of the v1zir’s houie, 
“where the KHAN was lodged, 1 concluded they either intended a fecret Aight, or 
‘to defend themfelves within thofe walls, in cafe of an attack. I accordingly joined 
‘them, and repeated my initances for horfes whenever they fhould march ; on which 
tthe KHaw bid me be eafy, and promifed that he would not leave any of us ‘behind. 
When night came on, they began their march, and I had the mortification to find 
that every thing, even £0 the leaft valuable baggage, was. carried off, great part 


® My clerk, meationed in page 55. 
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on. very good horfes ; while myfelf, Mr, Hose, my RUSSIAN fervant, and -the 
little boy, were Jeft alone. . a | | | 


_-” My eyes were now opened, and it feemed apparent, that the KHAN meant to ~ 
make a facrifice of us, and that we fhould be fafer in the hands of the TARTARS 
than in his; nor was I without many felf-reproaches, for my retufal to buy the bad 
horfes which the cyan had offered me, though his demands were infolent and op- 
preflive. I had no. experience of fuch a neceffity, and not accultomed to fervile 
compliances, I was calily betrayed into this miftake.  ] thought indeed the prefenc . 
- of fixty crowns value in the piltols was fufficient to Procure the loan of a few bad 
horfes for three or four days, even upon the narrow principle of gain; but where 
generofity is a ftranger, gratitude has feldom any admittance. ‘ Trufting to the good- — 
nefs of providence, I was determined to follow the KHAN, and try if any means yet 
remained to procure fome kind of conveyance. I had not ftrength to walk far, 
and there was a deep water to pals before we could reach the fea-fhore. Here we 
had the good fortune to find a ferry, and having paffed the river we came into a 
wood where the road was deep and marthy. It rained hard, and the night was very 
dark; but the baggage-horfes being heavy laden, moved very flowly, fo that I was 
enabled to keep up with them. Under thefe painful circumftances [ walked for 
. near four miles. Being quite jaded, and finding no other expedient, I determined 
_to feize the bridle of the horfe on which the Kuan himéelf was mounted, and try 
if the word sau had any magic to bring him to that fenfe of duty, which neither 
“his promife, nor the di@tates of humanity, had yet obtained, . Having colleéted 
fome broken words, and the copy of the suan’s decree 4, which I had in my pocker,. 
I advanced towards the xa N, and calling him by his name, he halted. My fitua- 
‘tion pleaded its own caufe, without the affiftance of many words, and he immediately 
ordered his vizrr » to take me up behind him, - ; | 


- Brine thus mounted we went on flowly for fome miles, till the KHAN Ordered a 
_horfe loaded with baggage to be delivered to me, for which I was to pay fifty’. 
crowns. It was too dark to difcover if jt was a horfe, or any other animal - I found 
that [was obliced to pay an exorbitant price for a precarious relief, but I con- 
fented, as J now fhould have done if he hac afked five hundred. One of the con- 
ductors of rhe baggave had compaffion on the TARTAR boy, and took him up. Ag 
for Mr. Hood and the russray fervant, they had hitherto ftrength to walk; but 
at leneth Mr. Hoce complained to me, that he was not able to move any farther, . 
and begged I would relieve him with the ufe of my horfe, to which I contented ; 
but I was foon reduced to thé alternative of difmounting- my tellow-traveller, or 
being left on the fhore. From that time I faw-no more of Mr. HOGG till fome days 
after my arrival in cuitan. | | — | a | 
Tur apprehenfions which the KHAN had conceived of the rurnumans carried 
him on from feven in the evening, till the fame hour next morning ; when, after a 
thort refrefhment, we continued our march till four in the evens, |The darknefs 
of the night had been increafed by continual rain, whilft the wind, and the beating 
oe aes rane Gt 
* Ragam. 2 Writer, or fecretary, a 
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of the waves on the fhore, together with the apprehenfions of a favage enemy, add 
ed horror to the fcene, . Thele circumftances rendered my fituation not eafy to be 
underftood, except by thofe who have fuffered the feverities of a winter-campaign, 
without any of the neceflaries of life: but inexperience of fuch kind of trials adds 
fome weight to them. - 1 was more than once overcome with fleep, and left alone, 
fill it was my. good. fortune to get Up with my company ; for our mareh was. often 
interrupted by the rivers, which. at this time were hardly fordable. The fears of. 
MAHOMNED KHAN magnified his danger, infomuch. that every fhrub appeared to 
him as a part of the enemy. During the night he often drew up bis men in order 
of battle, and. obliged them to keep their matches lighted. | 


. ‘Tre ath, we received intelligence that a body of. TARTARS,had been at the houfe 
which he left. che night before.. This morning the advanced guard gave the alarm,. 
as if they had ditcovere:: a body of armed TURKUMANS potted in a wood by which, 
we muft pals, the fea being on. the oppofite fide.. “The KHAN immediately. changed 
his cloaths, aad prepeiing for battle, gave orders.to fire m upon themnn When I 
came up, 1 iound hve miferable wretches. weltering in theit blead, and expiring 
with the wOUNGS they had received, This formidable enemy proved to. be only a 
“party of twenty unarmed AFGHANS, who were going to the sHAH'S Camp as recruits. 
‘The next day and night we travelled twenty ours, and at length halted at a vil- 
Jage to refrefh ourte:ves, where an odd adventure happened to me. I had hired 
a barber to fhave me, who being quettioned if he knew. that 1 was.a. CHRISTIAN, 
and confequently unclean, jeft. me in the midft of his work. I could hardly for- 
bear, laughing at.the figure F made upon this occafion; at the fame rime I reflected. 
on the folly of the man, of yather of his religion. He was indeed right in one 
fete , for my cloaths were very-dirty, not having been off my back for thirteen. 
days. I was now obliged to forget that tencernefs which my conftitution feemed to, 
require ; and lay. on the bare earth, though fometimes 1. had. the fortune to pro-.__ 


gure a ttle {lraw.. 


"pe inroads of the casP1AN, and the torrents from the mountains, had formed. ~ 
many, rivers and channels of.-water, fome of which. were hardly paffable. The 
‘north wind alfo. made fo great a furge on the fhore where we were obliged to pafs,. 
that many, horfes belong:ng to our company were thrown down by its violence, and... 
their riders in danger of.being drowned,. | 


Tue. 6th; L obtained adifcharge of the baggage under which my. horfe laboured 5. 
‘But ] found him fo weak on his legs, that 1 chofe sather to truft to. my own in 
| paling thefe channels, where I feldom efcaped without being wet to the middle. 

n the evening we arrived at ESPUCHIN, 4 little village on the fea-fhore, where by, 
the kindnefs of sHAHVERDIE BEG I procured fome refrefhments. 1 was foon in-_ 
formed that the KHAN was preparing to snatch, which furprized me-very miuch, as. 
there had been no time to reft his cavalry :. but the ill impreffions which I had re—. 
ceived of him, induced me to go. immediately in fearch of intelligence.. The vil. 
lage was fituated in a. wood very marfhy, and abounding in ditches, and the houtes. 
feattered in a wild irregular manner, . 1 intended to go where the KHAN was lodged, 
but night. coming on fuddenly, 1 knew not which way, to take, or how to recover 
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any own lodgings ; fo that I wandered a confiderable time through ditches and bogs. 
Aiter being extremely fatigued and perplexed, I difcovered a light, and made to 
it. Here I found one of the: arcHans, whofe companions I mentioned to have 
been murdered on the fea-fhore: he had fome women with him, and was preparing 
for flight. My figure furprized him, and he made a fhow of defence; but when 
he learnt that my bulinéfs was only to find MAHOMMED KHAN, he directed me to 
him. I would now have gladly cleaned myfelf, but that was impoffible: the KHAN 
feemed extremely furprized, and I could not explain-to him the reafon of fo ex-' 
traordinary a vilit ; but defired to be conducted to my own lodging. The moft 
{tupid and ungenerous have their fits of ‘benevolence.. I was agreeably furprized 
to fee victuals fet before me, with water to wafh myfelf, and a pan of charcoals to 
warm me. As far as I could difcover from geftures, and a few words, the KHAN 
reprefented “Mr. ELTon’s conduét and mine as very extravagant, in attempting to 
tranfport our merchandize through asTRABAD to MESCHED, and exprefled a great 
denfibility of the danger his own perfon. had been expofed to in confequence of the 
rebellion. -At Jength I was conducted to my. lodging, where I found my russian 
Servant, who had fupported himfelf very well under his fatigue, and was extremely 
faithful to me: he was under the utmoft anxiety on my account, having in vain 
‘fearched after me for fome hours. _. : | 


Tue vth, after a forced march, the xuan, thinking himfelf-out of danger, gave 
his women in charge of SHAHVERDIE BEG, and went to TUNICABUNE, where he 
pretended to itop the progrefs of the rebels. But the truth was, sapoc aca, with 
-his TURKUMANS, proceeded no farther in queft of us; for the news of a powerful 

divifion, with which the main body of the rebels were threatned in KHORASAN, in- 

-duced ‘him to return back. SHaHVERDIE BEG being now detached from the KHAN, 
treated me with the greater civility ; but having ‘no conveniences of life with him 
‘more than what related to his own perfon, he could not affift me with any thing but 
provifions , a 


Tris not the cuftom in travelling in persia for any man to come near the women, 
exceot their lord or his fervants; but the circumftances we had been in, prevented 
a icrupulous regard to this diftinction, and I had once the office, not the moift dig- 
“nified in persia, of guarding the women. My rvusstAwn fervant had yet preferved 
my blunderbufs, which appeared very formidable to the peRsians; for I was feveral 
“times afked, * if it carried a ball as big as the bore.” Thofe females who are pur- 
chafeable like other animals, and change their mafter as often as their cloaths, are_ 
but dl entitled to a defence that may endanger one’s life; though there are others 
of the tex for whem one would dare to die. The roads through the woods were 
very marfhy, whilft the fand on the fhore, and the trees which the fea had wafhed 
down, rendered travelling very difagreeable; but the temperate quality of the air 
was extremely refrefhing. I now firft obferved the delightful fituation of many 
recefies in the mountains, where they have plenty of delicious running water, with 
a profufion of vines, orange, and lemon-trees., a 

‘Tirz roth, we had paffed through the whole province of MAZANDERAN, «great 
part of it in the night, and confequently with very little opportunity of obferva- 
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tion, had my mind been enough compofed for it. In three and twenty days, fince 
the city of asTRABAD was taken by the rebels, ] had not enjoyed an hour of fecu- 
rity, or unbroken ileep. We were drawing near to LANGAROOD, whence I had de- 
parted about jeven weeks before, and .was now as defirous to fee it again, as if it 
had been my proper home. Mr. eLtrow having been informed that I was on the 
road, jent Mr. rorrus his interpreter, with a fervant, and one -of his beft horfes, 
to meet me. I was much furprized to find, that the news of the asrRaBAD 
rebellion had not reached Mr. eLron above two days, though. the diftance does 
not much exceed two hundred miles. There is no civilized country, if per- 
s1a may be called fuch, where there is fo little communication, or ‘more irregu- 
Jar intelligencen 6 | 
I roox my leave of sHaAHVERDIE BEG, and-retarned him my fincereft thanks for 
the kindnefs he had fhewn me, to which my prefervation was in a great degree 
Owing: it was therefore the greater concern to me to hear, that the chara¢ter he 
bore was not much fuperior to that of MAHOMMED KHAN. The sHan, not long 
before this time, had given sHAHVERDIE BEG directions about the execution of a 
certain bufinels, and ‘ordered-hum-at the fame time to be baftinadoed. The king 
then afked hitn: “* Do you ‘know Why You have been beaten ?” He anfwered in 
the negative: ‘* It is,” fays the sHau, * that in remetmbring the blows, you may 
“« remember alfo the charge I have given’ you; and without which | am fure you 
‘© would have forgotten it.” Extraordinary as this conduét'may appears it was an 
inftance of NaDir’s fagacity, according to the principles by which he was generally 
dictated. For sHaHVERDIE BEG, though my friend, was a thoughtlefs, vain fel- 
low, whole afhnity with fome great men in the camp, had been the only means of 
faving him more than once from much {everer punifhments. " 


I RELATED to Mr. Lorrws the treatment ] had received from MAHOMMED KHAN, 
and fcon ditcovered that Mr. Exton and the KHAN were not friends. The latter 
was envious of Mr. ELTon’s growing power with the sHau, and inftead of forward- 
ing, fought to obftruct the new defign of building fhips on the caspran-; and 
knowing <he relation I had to. Mr. erron, he had acted, as the reader may judge, 


as it hy was very indifferent-about my prefervation, —_ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 


The author is kindly received by Mr. e.ron., He refolves to go in fearch of the suauy; 


and in the way 15 recetved by HAHDGEE ZAMON with great politene/s. Charaéter of . 


MAHOMMED KHAN, State of Persia in regard to rebellion. PERSIAN manner of 
eating, ana the nature of thet beds. 


R. ELTON received me with open arms, and congratulated me on having 
efcaped with my life and liberty. He feemed confident that the sean 
would do us juftice, and indeed the people, as I came along, were every where 
of that opinion, though they very much arraigned his prudence. and my own for 
making this attempt. I had already refolved, if nectfYary,.to go in fearch of the 
SHAH, who was then in TuRKEY-; but my legs and feet were much fwelled and 


bruifed, my. boots ‘not having been off for fixteen days: fome time was alfo ne-. 


ceffary to provide myfelf frefh cloathing, not having faved any part of what I car- 
ried to ASTRAHAD. . - 


J acquainted Mr. exron where J had left marrzusz, and the other aRMENIAN 
fervant, and alfo my clerk Mr. occ, whofe fituation I was very apprehenfive 


would expofe him to fome misfortune. Mr. enron immediately fent. fervants. 


and horfes in queft of him, and after a few days he was brought home. . He had 
overtaken MAHOMMED KHAN near the borders of Guinan, who according to the 
treatmenc I had received of him, had provided Mr. noce a horfe, tor which he 
was to pay a confiderable price, though the beaft fell under him before he had 
advanced two miles. Mr. Hocc now appeared as a man expiring in a lingering: 
confumption: he had been two days and three nights expofed to the cold and rain, 
without any food or fhelter, five feveral times robbed, till they left him almoft 
naked, aid being often in danger of his life, was at length relieved by the charity 
of fome monks *, whofe retreat in. the mountains he had the good fortune to dif- 
cover. As to Martrusé, and the ogher arMENIAN whom I left at BaLFRusH; 


they did not come home till three weeks after, fo that they efcaped thefe fevere: 


hardfhips. Sapoc aca gave them a .paflport at BALFRusH,-under chis feal, the 
pompous ftyle of which, confidering his circumftances, will give the reader an idea 
of oriental languaye, as well as of persian folly. | 


© To the victorious armies be it known, that Marreuse the ARMENIAN is here. 
‘¢ Tet him not be molefted, but live under our fhadow.” 


Tue 12th, I received the news, that Mr. panron, one of the enciisu factors, 
died of .a jactadice as CAsBIN, in his way to MescuED. He was the fifth perfon that 
died fince 1740, out of fixteen EUROPEANS, who had been employed in the sritisH 
CASPIAN trade. | 


iMiR, 


- ® There are certain DARVISES, or religious men, among the PeRsiaNs, who lead a reclufe life. 


ra, | 


am 


aso THE AUTHOR ARRIVES AT LANGAROOD, Part IIL 


Mr. erton finding that he could not procure men for the fhip-yard, notwith- 
ftanding sHAHVERDIE BEG had received the sHau’s orders to fupply them ; fent out 
‘a fmall party armed with clubs to take them by force; but inflead of executing 
their bufinefs, they laid down their arms, -and deterted. This had irritated sHau~ 
‘VERDIE BEG In fuch a manner that we expected to be attacked in our turn, Being 
thus upon terms‘of enmity, Mr. evron ordered the two three pounders, which 
were planted before-his door, to be loaded with cartridge-fhot ; and we all put our- 
felves ina pofture of defence, | , 7 


As I had already been fufficiently entertained in the hoftile way, and fhould “not: 
shave chofeh to pierce that breaft*, to which I had been a few days before indebted | 
for my prefervation, [ took my leave of Mr. evron, and fet out for RESHD.. 
It had rained inceffantly for feveral days, -which rendered the roads extremely bad, 
‘till we advanced higher into the mountain, where the foil is gravelly. Though 
GHILAN was reputed to be under the leaft unhappy circumftances of any province. 
in PersrA, yet the villages were ina very ruinous condition. From LancaRroop 
tO LAHIJAN is about feven ENGLISH miles. The latter being on an eminence, and 
dry, is efteemed the moft wholefome in the province ; for here the mountains open 
s paffage forthe wind. The rains had filled a large fpot of ground, and formed a 
‘quare regular piece of water, in which were abundance of wild fowl. In the centre 
-of it ftood a grove upon a rifing ground, which ferved to beautify the profpect, 
cand render it as delightful as the rudenels of the feafon would admit. Here I was 


received by HAHDGRE zAMON, who was diftinguifhed for his good fenie, as well as. 
his authority in that place. - 


"Tue prrsrans, -who boaft of the antiquity 6f their monarchy and government, _ 
thave ftill a remembrance of that learning and politenefs for which they have been 
for fo many ages diftinguifhed all over asta. Being ignorant of the vaft improve- 
ments that are made by their neighbours the russrans, they confider themfelves in. 
general as greatly fuperior to them: the truth is, they fee very few but their un- 
polithed merchants, or ruder feamen. During our perilous journey through ma- 
ZANDERAN, My RusstAn fervant had always flept inthe fame apartment with me; 
and now forgetting the diftin@tion, he came into the room where we fat, and fell 
afleep. I begged the HaHpGEx’s pardon, which with great politenefs he granted; 
but not without making fome remarks on the unpolifhed manners of the russians ; 
adding however that under their government GHILAN was rich, and chat he believ- 
ed the inhabitants would not think it any unhappinefs if the RUSSIANS were again 
mafters of that province. He then complained aloud of the prefent government, 

_ reflecting on the meannefs of nwapir’s birth, andof the perfons employed by him ; 
{peaking in favor of none of ‘the grandees except cossIM KHAN, and MUSTAPHA 
KHAN. I took notice to him in what manner I had been treated by MAHOMMED 
KHAN: “You muft not be furprized,” fays he, ‘* MAaHOMMED KHAN is a very 
*¢ mean perfon. A few years {ince he was fent to the river atToK, to build rafts 
** for the army, when the sHan made his expedition into 1np1a. The KHAN 
‘46 had alfo orders to collect provifions, which he performed to the fatisfaction of 
$6 the sHAH. He was afterwards fent to MAZANDERAN to collect timber to be tranf- 
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“ ported by land a-crofs the Persran empire to cAMBROON ; this he performed, 
* though at the price of the ruin of that province, of which he was afterwards made: 
“ governor, ‘There be collected the taxes, according to the ftyle. of this country, 

** very well, that is, with the utmoft oppreffion, I am amazed at his’ treatment 
** of you. It is true, he is extremely avaricious ; but. the protection and even: 
hofpitality you was entitled to upon every principle ‘of jultice, could not have’ 
‘ coft hitn any thing; .and would. have been. highly to his reputation ¢ however: 
‘* you fee how mean a foul he has.” Mr. LOFTUS, whom Mr. Evtrow had now: 
lent me as an interpreter, then took notice, that fome officers and foldiers belong - 
ing to MAHOMMED KHAN, knowing we were going to the camp, had défired him: 


to fay nothing concerning the conduct of their general, who had behaved as ill tov 
Mr: zu Ton in the maritime bufinefs, as he had done to me in my diftrets. 


bi 


rs 


ta 


I'r is common for men in the fulnefs of the ~heart to complain of the evils they: 
fuffer, even when they enjoy, a large portion 6f good. The HAHDGEE, who faw 
the miferies of his country, and ‘had been pillaged in common with others, now: 
broke out.into*many exclamations. «+ I’ mutt confefs,” fays he,. « our king is a 
‘< man of great natural parts, and inflexibly juft in fome inftances ; but he acts as. 
‘if he meant to ruin this poor country by the moft defpicable inf@ruments: he 
‘* employs only men of the loweft birth and education. Tt is true, he has cut off 
‘* numbers of them. for their wickednefs ; but they are infatuated, and take no 
“ warning. The suan_ himfelf: is in his nature cruel; but thefe men lnprove 
‘on his cruelty : if they are fent to take my cap, they take miy head alfo-:- for the- 
** diftance of the court often encourages their infolence. OpprefGon will make a: 
** wife man mad; and defpair will drive people to rebellion, of which you have - 
** Jately had a fad experience. When the farmers hear of infurreétions near them 
“they oftentimes refufe not only to pay their taxes, bur their rents alfo, This: 
‘¢ fomeétimes involves us in extreme mifery : but the greateft diftrefs of this coun- 
“* try is owing to robbers, who bring all things into confufion, and thefe are the - 
“* conitant attendants upon rebellions.” | 


SUPPER being now brought in; a fervant prefented a‘bafon of water, anda nap- - 
kin hung over-his fhoulders: he went to every one in the company, and poured’ 
water on their handsto wath. Tn the court-yard ftood a large lamp, which was fup- 
phed with tallow, and in the middle of the room upon the floer was one large 
wax-candle; which they fnuffed with {cifléts into a tea-cup-of water. A’ large 
falver in form of a tea-board was fet before every perfon, covered with a plate of 
pico, on which was a fmall quantity of minced meat mixed up with fruits and {pices - 
There were alfo plates of comfits, feveral china. bafons of fherbets.*/ as-fweet, four, 
and other waters, with cakes of rice, and others of wheat flower, on which were 
tprinkled the feeds of poppies, and others of the like nature. As they efteem it an - 
abomination to cut either- bread, or any kind of meat, after it is drefled, thefe - 
cakes are made thin, that they may be eafily broken with the hand, and ‘their : 
meat, which is generally mutton, or fowls, is fo prepared, that they divide it with - 
their fingers. When every thing was fet in order before them, they eat faft, and: 

oe without: 


* This is a PERsiaNn word, though well underitood in gurope, 
2 - 
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without any ceremony, feeding themfelves with their fingers. It muft be con- 
feffed, that the PERSIANS are not very nice in their manner of eating ; for they 
ereafe their hands, and befmear their beards. Supper was no fooner over, than 
swarm water was brought to wafh, which being done, they refumed their difcourfe. 
And here it is worthy of remark, that when the oldeft man in the company fpeaks, 
though he be poor, and fet at the lower end of the room, they all give a {trict 
attention to his words. | 


Soon after fupper the company retired, and beds were taken out of nitches 
made in the wall for that purpofe, and laid on the carpets. They confifted only 
of two thick cotton quilts, one of ‘which was folded double, and jerved as a mat- 
trefs, and the other asa covering, with a large flat plow for the head. The per- 
srans wfually fleep in their under earment and drawers, by which means they are 
lefs fubject to catch cold than we are, as well as much fooner dreffed and undrefied. 
twas flruck with this fimplicity, which renders wlelefs fo many things, that in 
nurope are thought effential to the well-being of life. This is the ordinary me- 
shod; but their princes and great men, who indulge themfelves in a higher tatte, 
ule fheets, and other delicate appurtenances of a bed; though without any of that 
parade which’ is practifed 19 EUROPE ; nor do they crowd their apartments with 
unneceflary and {uperfluous furniture. oe 
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Tue 8th, I fet forward for resup, well fatisfied with the laft Hiwdht’s ehtertain- 
ment. I found the trees blown down, andthe roads much broken up; the fafcines 
of which they were maces. being uncovered. Though in general the country is 
marfhy, yet the bridges are quite neglected. It rained inceffantly for nine hours 
very heavily. Pafling by feveral plantations of mulberry trees, and the burying- 
ground of ome of my countrymen lately dead, I arrived the next day at RESHD 
where Mr. ELron had his houle for commercial affairs. Here I was viitted by Mr. 
pRown and Mr, wiLDEa, the only twO ENGLISH gentlemen in that city, Mr. van 
MIEROP being gone to MESCHED. Though there was a great jealoufy fub&iting 
between Mr. prown and Mr. erron, yet 1 received great marks of friendfhip and 
politenefs from the former: 1 had alfo a vifitfrom three FRENCH miffionaries, of 
whom one profeffed phyfick, and was afterwards in great efteem with NADIR SHAH, 
having cured him ef a dangerous diforder. The sHaAn expreffed his gratitude by 
feveral prefents of value ; but this miffionary happening unluckily to be in the camp 
when NADIR was put to death*; he was ftripped, and narrowly -efcaped being 
gurdered. They were ali three fenfible, polite men, particularly father LE GARDE, 
who had been many years 1n PERSIA, and refided at ISFAHAN, when it was taken by 
the arGuans, and of whom I learnt fome particulars in relation to NADIR SHAH. 


Tue 20th, I vifted onDO KOULI BEG, governot of the province, whole ufual 
scfidence is in REsHD. Here I had a fpecimen of reRstan infolence, by the op- 
pofition which, without any authority, and contrary to cuftom, a creature of MaA- 
TOMMED KHAN Inade to my going into the governot’s prefence. The governor, 
who was an old man, received me with great civility, and as the cuffom of EURO- 
PEANS is well known in this province, he immediately ordered a chair to be fet for 

Mie, 


a Above three vears after this time. 
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Mme. I acquainted him of the misfortune that liad befallen me, and that I was RO- 
ing to feek juftice of the sua; and thercfore defired. he would inform me where 
f fhould moft probably find him. He faid he could not give mé any exact intelli- 
gence, but believed the saan would be in TURKEY, or not far from the borders 
of syria. The apartment was full of people feated on Na&Mers 4, fpread round 
the fquares of the floor, the fervants and foldiers ftanding in the area below. . | 
took my leave of the governor, and paid a vifit to M. saxoonin the russtay. 
confi. As he feemed to have always a defire to render the BRITISH factors of as 
little confideration as poffible in the eye of the PERSIANS, he did not return my" 
vifit in three days. As I was difpofed to cultivate a good underftanding with him, 
Lf fent him word, that I was forry for his inpisposirron ; he underftood the re. 
proof, and immediately came to fee me that very day, making many excufes for 
his delay, - Bo Ce —_ ol . . 
Favine provided myfelf with cloaths, bedding, and kitchen furniture, likewife 
with tents, mules, arid horfes; as well as fire-locks, and fabres for my five atten- 
Cants, the 26th TI fet out on my journey. I obferved on this occafion, that large 
mules are as dear here as in porrucaL’; one, I remember, coft me two hundred 
and fitty crowns®: they are incomparably the moft ufeful animal in rocky coun- 
tries, being very fure footed, and able‘ to carry great burthens for long Journies.” 
Lhe neighbourhood of xrsup ‘abounds -with fields of rice, and plantations of mul-’ 
berry-trees: fome of the mountains are covered with cyprefs trees, others are 
naked rocks rifing upon rocks to a vatt height : lawns and arable lands, -with-fome 
mean villages, are interfperfed in the valleys. We travelled this day to konrune, 
which is about eighteen miles from RESHD ; the elders of. the place being abfent, 
we were obliged to fet up-in a caravenferai, which was-really’an old ftable in ruins, 
From koutune, for five or fix encutsH miles the country is marfhy. Pafling the 
river KiZILAZAN. we afcended the mountains by the RAHDAR“ of NooLABAR, Where; 
having no merchandize, we paffed for a imall acknowledgment. From thence we 
proceeded twenty-two miles to RUSTUMABAD, a tuined caravanferai, famous for 
having been the rendezvous of a band of robbers. From’ thence through Luan 
fixteen miles to RoopBaR, on the.banks of the. river xizizasan. The country Jig - 
well covered with olive, orange, ahd other trees, ‘and in the neighbourhood there-is 
alfo dry arable land... This place lies on the,declivity of a hill, from whence runs a: 
ftream of water conveyed by channels to the roots ‘of the olive-trees, which the = 
ptafants cultivate with great affiduity. The heat of the weather, though we were 
yet in february, fatigued us extremely, ee 


Tue 28th, we paffed the KIZILAZAN in canoes, into. which we loaded our bag. 
gage, and fwam over our horfes and mules; the ftream was fo rapid, that it car-. 
ried Tome of them near a quarter of a mile. As we afcended the mountains, the, 
climaté was muich ‘altered, and the wind blew fo hard, that .we were obliged ‘to, 
difmount, for fear of being blown down the precipice, for in many places the: 
path is not two feet wide. The mountain rifes fteep on one fide, and the valley, in 
which are fome branches of the K1z1LazaN, is.on the other. _ We travelled ‘this . 

| ee onal BINS OSE CE EEE ENS 
(11 Fels ofcamels hair...» Sixty-two pounds ten shillings. ., ., € Areaszan golly, 
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day about eighteen miles. The day following the road was véry bad; for we - 
were obliged to pafs the fame river. about thirty times in. two hours; as the 
path on different fides conduéted us, while the rocks on both fides rofe perpen- 
dicular from the river. We came about twenty-five miles to a caravanferaj, very 
much ruined, where we thought it neceflary to keep a ftrict watcha - 7 


"Tre rit of march, we travelled three FARSANGS *-over mountains; . Ibis paflage ® 
is fo extremely narrow, that part of the san’s army, in pafling that way not many. 
months before, loft feveral men” and horfes; which tumbled down the precipices. 
 At.length we came upon the great plain of. caspin, which was covered three feet 
_ deep with fhow.: a narrow foot-path was trodden, but our. horfes and mules often 
tumbled from it; and plunged into the fnow ; upon which .occafions we were ob- 
liged to unload the mules in order to recover the path: The reflection of the 
fun upon the. {now became fo extremely painful to my eyes, that I could not pro- 
ceed on-my journey without the greateit dificulty.. The little villages upon this 
plain are built fo, that half the houfes are under. the furface of the earth, and the 
tops of them formed into a cone, for the conveniency.of carrying off the fhow. We 
arrived that evening at a little village near acaBaBa, where we were obliged to take. 
up with a ruined ftable, and alfo to keep watch all night. The day following we 
fet out fome time before fun-rife, as well to avoid the danger of being blinded by « 
the reflection of the fun-beams,. as to. enjoy the. benefit of .a.frmer.road... — : 
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Defcription of the ciey-of casnin, and of the palace built by NADIR: SHAR. Conver fae 
tion Wilh a PERSIAN merchant with regard. tothe trade of pERsta. further con- 
verfation with. the fame merchant concerning the calamitous condition of PERSIA 


'YEING arrived at casziw, I paid my. compliments to HAHDGRE ABDULCRIMS:, 
T’) the greateft merchant in the place. He provided me with a good houfe nears 
his own, and.told me that I.muft fubmit-to flay fome-time in that. city, as it was-. 
impoffible to proceed on my Journey.on account of the fnow; adding that eight: 
hundred APGHANS were in the city, who had been for fome time prevented from. » 
continuing their march to the camp»; and that for. the fame realon. Afty camels loaden.: 
with rice for. the we of the-sHan’s army, had been obliged to, return, after one - 
day’s journey. Several couriers, arrived, fome of whom had.their eyes fo injured... 
by the refiection of the fun on the fnow, that they could not fee at all, ‘The- 
HAHDGER obferved farther, that they muft fubmit to this’ inconvenience, for the. | 
plenty of their harveft depended in a-great. meafure on the fnow., _ 
Tx houfes here are for the moft part below.the furface of the earth, as.are many, 
‘af the gardens joining to them, to obtain. the convenience’ of watery which is. 


brought." 


-& Tyelye. milesy., a > This place.is fupraled to be the VAUCES H¥RCANIAY. 
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__ “brought to chem from 2 confiderable diffance in channels; for as we wlually bring: 
water up to our houfes, they level their houfes to the water, which however are not 
‘the lefs agreeable in hot weather. ‘They are generally built with fun-dried bricks, 
and their cement is a ftrong lime: the roofs are flat fo that ic is eafy and familiar 
to fleep on the houfe tops. Thefe buildings are enclofed with a mud-wall; they 
confift of two divifions, the outer {tands in a laroe area, and conhifts of a4 ipacious 
room *, one fide of which.is open, and fupported with pillars. In thefe they dif. 
patch their bufinefs, and alfo eat, when they do not retire to the womens apart- 
ment. There are nitches in the wall, which anfwer the purpofe of tables: the 
floors are covered with darge worfted carpets ; dnd on ‘the fides of the room are 
felts about a yard broad, and generally two or three yards long; thefe are called 
N@METS, as already mentioned, and are made either with wool, or camel’s hair, 
and being very thick ard foft, are ufed for fitting upon. ..In the wines of this 
apartment there are {maller rooms for lodging. In the fame yard are apartments for: 
the fervants, and alfo their ftables. On the back part of this building is another, 

| hkewile enclofed by a wall; which, for the fake of privacy, is generally entered 
‘by two turnings. Here is the womens apartment °, into which no man is fuffered 
to enter, except the mafter of it. Se a 


_ Tse water in caspin has an exceeding bad reputation ; I corrected its quality - 
‘by boiling raifins and barley with it, bue which means none of us found any in- 
convenience. The badnefs of this water, with the fudden changes of the weather, 
affect {trangers“in fuch a manner, that it is remarkable that numbers leave records” 
@ Of their ficknefs in writings on the walls of the great caravanferai. 


Tuis city flands on very high land, tho’ a plain, which is furrounded with nouns 
tains at fome miles diftance ; the air is fine and fubtil. In fummer the heats and. 
colds alternately fucceed each other, and though the days are very hot, in the nights | 

_. the winds are extremely piercing ; the aburidance of fruit which the common people 
eat, contributes greatly to the unwholefomenefs of the place. The 3d, I vifited the 
HAuDGEE, who infifted on my dining with him: their hour is about 11 in the morn- 
ing; he had milks aifferently prepared, cheefe fomewhat like our curds, comfits, 
and cakes of bread. It is the cuftom here, as in mott parts of asza, to make but 
two meals, of which the moft confiderable is in the evening, as practifed in the 
fouthern parts of EuRopez,; and at this feafon of the year they begin to fleep two or 
‘three hours after dinner. The HaHDGEE enquired how I liked persia: I told him 

. ASTRABAD and RESHD were the only places I had feen: that he knew I was but ill 
treated in the former: he then enquired after that rebellion, and informed me with 

_ 4 feeming concern that thofe rebels were already defeated, I acquainted him upon 
what bufinefs I was going, and. afked his opinion of it; to which he anfwered: 
‘* You may be perfectly affured the king will do you juftice. One of our own mer 

“© chants lately fold the value of twenty thoufand crowns to the gasua of BAGDAT, 

“¢ for the payment of which he received an order on the BASHA of BaAsSORA; in’ 

‘ the mean while the sHau befieged Bassora; the ‘confequence of which was, 
“that the Basna refufed payment.’ The merchant then. complained to. the 
SO oF 20 6 SHAR, 
* The arvan. | » Harram, this word fignifies prohibited to men, 
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“ sHaH, who immediately ordered him paymeht out of any of his treafuries he 
© fhould chufé,; and according#¥y he has been paid ten thoufand crowns in RESHD, 
five thoufand in rsranan,©and five thoufand at casHan. The BASHA, not 
caring to be out-done in generofity, has repaid the money to the sHAH”’ Fie 
then added further: “* You ought to thank cop for your misfortune; if you 
«© had not been plundered in asrrapap, fome worfe evil would have befallen you. 
The trade to MescHED is hot proper for EUROPEANS; there is no body can 
take off goods in any large quantities; the pERs!AN merchants are extremely 
‘© poor? T obferved to him, that the ENGLIsH company at tsraHaN had for- 
m:rly a confiderable trade all over ‘the empire, and particularly in tsrFAnAN and 
‘cAsBIN. To which he replied : -“* Cassin had then twelve thoufand houfes inha-~ 
* bited and*“now ic has only eleverr hundred; fee from this eminence how this 
“© poor city is in ruins! nor is°1sramaN much better; that city had formerly 
*¢ 4 hundred thoufand houfes well inhabited, of which many were not much in- 
 férior in fplendor to the royal palace, which is the glory of the world ; but in- 
“< credible as it may feem to you, I am affired that only five thoufand houfes 
are now inhabited. . Ihave formerly been at 1sraHan with a caravan of thirty 
46 thoufand- crowns value, and’ in defs"than three months returned home with my. 
« capital, and a profic of four théufand’; now I could not fell three thoufand 
“© crowns in ten months. Alas! fir, you Know not to‘what, mifery we are reduced.” 
To this F replied : “ I am very forry to hear’ your comsplaitit€jtind. to fee fo mucit 
‘© reafon for them : for casBin indeed appears in ruins. When your fovereign has 
*© accomplifhed his defigns, furely he will change his fyftem: he can never mean 
«< to deftroy the people ; for that would be in effect to deftroy himfelf. In Ev~ 
“ pope, he is confidered as a great prince and conqueror, who has reftored the 
«“ peRSIAN monarchy, and filled the royal areafuries with the fporls of inpra.' I| 
«« am very fenfible that ic Seldom happens, that the ambition-of princes contributes 
«© to the happinefs of their people, though it often occafions their mifery. We have 
«< had many inftances of this in EvRoPE. It is true, the king of swepDEN was at. 
*: length as unfortunate.as he was rafh: and rrancz, which is one of the moft 
*« formidable powers in ruRoPE, has lately diftreffed her fubjeéts extremely by this 
‘s. vain defire of conqueft.” “The nanpcee replied: “ Who was it that reftored, 
“ the PERSIAN empire but the Persians, and who affifted the king to conquer. 
‘“ i~pya but the PERsraNns? He has now a foreign force, and governs us with an. 
“ army of rarTaRs.” The circumftances I was in, made me think it proper to. 
decline a farther difcuffion of fo tender a point, and I took my leave. 


a 


+ 


1 ruen went to fee the new palace which napir sHan. had built in this city, ad~ 
joining the old one. ‘The entrance of it is formed by an avenue of lofty trees near. 
three hundred yards long, and fifteen or twenty broad, The wall round it is about 
an ENGLISH mile and a half in circumference ; it is thick and lofty, having only one 
entrance, which is an arched gate; the top of this gate projects, and is formed into 
many {mall fquares. Within are four large fquares, with lofty trees, fountains, and 
running water, which make the place awful and majeftic. The apartments are 
raifed about fix feet from the ground: the arvan, or open hall, ts in the centre, 
and-fhuts in with falling-doors. The rooms are ornamented in an rnpian tatfte 3 
andthe ceilings formed into fmall fquares, embellifhed with writings of mara] fen- 
tences in very legible characters. Moft of the windows are of thick coloured glafs, 

made 
x 


Chap. XXXIV. «STATE OF CASBIN. 187 


made tranfparent, and painted with fuch art, and in fuch proper fhades, that th® 
glafs feems cut into the feveral figures it is defigned to reprefent. Many of th® 
floors are only of hard earth, others of a compofition of beaten. ftone: the feeming 
defect in this inftance is made up by the canftant ufe of carpets. | | 


THE HARRAM is magnificent, confifting of a fquate within its own wall of 
brick, about thirty feet high, and two ahd a half thick: there are -four diftinet 
apartments, in fome of which .are fountains, which ferve to moderate thé heat of 
fummer, by giving the air a refrefhing coolnefSs. The rooms are lined ‘with. 
sTOcco painted in the InnrAN tafte, with birds and flowers of different magnitudes, 
the colours beautiful, and fet off with gilt edgings. Thefe apartments have {mall 
chimney-pieces in a mean tafte, and fome are ornamented with looking-glafies in 
imall {quares, of many different dimenfions, fet. into the walls. There are fome: 
few rooms below ground, admirably contrived -for.coolnefs.-. Near the HaRRAM is 
the EUNUCH’s apartment, remarkable only for-its having. but one:.doar, and that a. 
very {trong one. The brick ef whieh: the whole of the modern building is made, 
appears tobe ill prepared for duration. Here are alfo fome old apartments. built by 
SHAH ABs yet ftanding, in which are fome bad pieces of zuROPEAN figures by Ev- 
ROPE AN painters : the PERSrANs themfelves are as ignorant of fhades as the CHINESE. 
Whe apartment, where the sHan kept his cassin treafury, I was not permitted to: 
fee, not even the place where it ftood: they faid he had above twenty millions of. 
crowns * there, of which part was in large ingots of gold, run into cavities in.the 
earth, the better to fecure it from being plundered. Be 


_ Caspr is famous for having drivén ‘out the arcHawns on their firtt coming into: 
persia 3 but their revolt coft dear to.the inhabitants of 1sraHan, as I fhall here- 
after relate. This city is inclofed within a wall above a mile in each {quare, . witit 
a great number of regular turrets and port-holes for arrows. It is famous in {tory, 
as being one-of the chief cities of the antient parTHIa, the refidence of many of 
the persraw: kings, “ahd the-burial~place of epnestion, the favorite of ALEXANDER 
the GREAT. i | Co 

Tue 9th, though the fin. was. warm; yet as the {now lay very deep, it was im- 
poffible to attempt the profecution af my journey : here were feveral campanies and: 
caravans in the fame circumftaneés, . [thought myfelf. very happily lodged. in the: 
HAHDGEE’S houfé; but fome part of it-pareiok.of the-common ruin + for: this day 
the top of the ftable, in which my horfes-and mules were lodged, tumbled in; and 
it was with difficulty we faved them from: being faffecated; but by a fingular good 


y= 


fortune they efcaped with a few bruifes only. 


Tre roth, this being. the pErsran new-years-day; I'went: to pay my compli. 
ments to. the HAHDGE®, and to wifh him: happinefs. * Alas, faid he, * what 
“* happinefs have we to expect ? I am now paying five thoufand crowns a year to. 
«« the sHAH in duties, and he demands five thoufand more for fubfiftence-money ;- 
** how am [ to fupport my family ? Iam fure my trade will not do it; if the king 
** goes on at this rate, in another year we mu{t. make money. of. waod,. for. neither 

OO gold. 


* Four millions of, our money, 
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“ gold nor filver will appear except in his treafuries. Nor is this the only calamity 
‘under which we groan. We are often beaten for what we have not : Human 
fiefh and bones can never agree with a ftick, what are men to do under fuch 
circumftances ? If they do not take up arms againft their fovercign, they mutt 
fly their country. I know that our‘king is a*very ‘extraordinary perfon ; but he 
has no mercy, and adts more like a thief than-a king.” -This difcourte feemed 
to be the fequel of what he had a mind to fay a few days before: I made anfwer, 
‘* T apprehend, Sir, the invafion of the arcuawns* and the ravages committed in 

confequence of foreign wars and inteftine broils, have given a wrong bent te 
the minds of the perstans; many of them certainly delerve chaftifement ; and 
their punifhment mutt often involve the innocent in great-calamities. It ts true, 
I do not underftand the politics of your king: bur I hope he has fome good in 
ftore for you.” At this the company, feveral perfons being prefent, lifting up 
their eyes to heaven, prayed that it might be fo. The HanpGer then refumed 
the difcourfe, and afked me, ‘* what I had obferyed in peRsra”.: I told him, 
‘st that where-ever I had been, there feemed to be a great want of people, of in- 

duftry, and of money :” to which he replied, ‘* I have already ‘told you in 
what diftrefs we are in for want of money, and with what cruelty we are treated. 
This has induced thoufands of our people to fly for fhelter into 1vpia°,; and 
though we hate the rurKs more than we do the CHRISTIANS 3 yet it 1S incredi- 
ble what numbers of our people have taken refuge in TeaK EY.” ~ 
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Tats fort of difcourfe, however interefting to the PERSIANS, was not altogether 
proper forme. Tobferved they made no fort of {cruple of calling their king a 
RASCAL‘; nor was he ignorant in general.in what manner they treated him; but 
he punithed only thofe perfons: who were .acute and refined in their lampoons, as I 
fhall have occafion hereafter to explain more fully. | 


I wap this day an opportunity of obferving how ill the priefts in fome countries 
inftruct the people in the effentials of religion: my Russian fervant, in whofe 
commendation I have already fpoken, had thrown fome {uperfuous meat into the 
ftreet, alledging that he would fooger give-it:to.dogs than to MAHOMMEDANS, feve- 
tal miferable wretches being then wWaiting-for. it; whole: hungersvould net have fuffer- 
ed the nice diftinétion of -refufing tood from a CHRISTIAN. 


BEING near my departure, I rode about to fee every thing that was worth notice; 
in particular the market place *, which had once made a confiderable figure ; three 
parts of it were now in ruins ; and old women appeared in feveral of the fhops which 
in former times was not practifed. Here is a very noted caravanferal, with a large 
entrance and a magnificent dome; it has.a great fquare furrounded with piazzas, 
within which are lodgings and apartments for the reception of merchandize: this 
building coft .twenty-feven thoufand crowns. Here we paid a vilit to the gover- 


nor 
° ! 
*Ini72z, > There has been always a confiderable number of pzrs1ans fettled in 1nDia, 
particularly in the trading towns on the coaft of conOMANDEL and MALABAR 3 butthe HanDGRE alluded 
.to thofe who had taken refuge in the northern and weftern parts of INDIA. 
¢ The word they ule is KURUMSACK, | | BAZAR, 
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nor Of VERAMEH, who was under the cuftody of a meffenger, and going to the 
camp. . ‘ ; 


NNESR KOULI. MyRzaA, the sHan’s fecond fon, and general of his forces in sutr- 
VAN, had now demanded a. fupply of. five hundred thoufand crowns in filver, 
which required one hundred and thirty mules. The governor, who had this commiffi- 
on, accordingly feized all the mules he could find. paying for them what price he 
pleated; he infifted upon mine, till I reprefented to him the indignity he would. 
offer me as a foreigner, and the violence, as being under the king’s immediate pro- 
tection; that if he took the mules by force, he might be well affured, the 
king fhould be informed very minutely of it; upon which he thought proper to. 
defift. At the fame time a nephew of: the sHan’s firft fecretary came to vifit me,. 
requefting that I’ would take a parcel for his uncle; but that he muft firft confult. 
whether it was a lucky hour: he did not return, fo that I concluded his prieft had. 
marked me out for further.difafters; - oo 





C H A PB XXXV. 


The-autbor-fets.out from cassin for the PERSIAN. camp. The. moft material events till: 
bis arrival in the camp, Remarkable inflances of the fuperflition of the PERSIANS. 


N the 11th of march,. the weather beiag warm, and great part of the fnow- 
melted ; the caravan with the.five hundred thoufand crowns, guarded by eight. 
hundred arcHans, began their march. I therefore fet out on my journey, direét- 
ing. my courfe towards #amADAN. It.was reported, that the feveral rebellions on 
toot, particularly that.of. sui1ras, had induced the sHaw-to return home, and that 
the army:was in full march towards that city. I. thought it-effential to my fe- 
curity, under fo diftracted. a, tare of things, to join a-large company who were - 
going to the camp: among thefe:was a young officer, the fon. of a. wealthy mer-- 
chant of israHaN. Ic is a common cuftona for the kings of prrssa, to take a fon. 
out of every rich family, that the wealth. of the parents may be afésuriry for the - 
good conduct: of the fon. When mens interefts do not clath; their being of the. 
_ dame profeffion often induces them to fhew a more diftinguiflied regard to each. 
_ other; particularly among young: perfons, whofe affections are untainted. by the 
world. This young man, though a. foldier by. neceffity, confidered himfelf as a. 
merchant, and fhewed.me great kindness, ae 


As we travelled_on, hardly any thing tock my fight bur the rains-of towns-and~ 
villages ; the richnefs.of the foil, and the foftnefs of the climate, rendering this: 
rofpect fo much the mere lamentable. The next.day we met four couriers from: - 
the camp, from whom we learnt, that the’ san was marching towards HAMADAN.. 
This. country abounds-in elks, which: feemed to-be as feet as birds: for none of: 
our. horfes could.reach them :- the pexszans -call. them GrRan,.and pretend. there. 
iS: 
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is mufk near their tails. The fkeletons of feveral camels were lying near the 
road, the fefh of which had been confumed by wolves: this animal is very if 
qualified to travel upon the fnow, or wet ground; the breadth in which they 
catry their lees, when they flip, often occafions their fplitting themfelves ; fo that 


when they fall with great burthens, they feldom-rife again. They are molt ufeful, 


as is well known, in deferts and plain ary countries, and will travel two or three 
days with little or no water. The weather was extremely delightful, but we could 
not travel above five leagues a day. | oo 


Ir (eemed to be eftablifhed as a cuftom in Persia, for military people to pillage 
where-ever they go, at leaft to compel the inhabitants to procure provilions for 
them: this often occafions the peafants being deaf to all importunities on any 
principle of humanity, or any law of hofpitalicy. We arrived at a village, the: 


howes of which were built with ftone, and made fo defenfible, that we could not 
procure ary entrance, tll we prepared to take a houle by fcaling the walls. 


Tue 13th, we met four couriers going tO CASBIN, with orders for the forces. 


there to march to SHIRVAN, tO join NESR.KOULT MYRZA. We were often neceffi- 
tated to take up with lodgings in fo ruinous a condition, that I was apprehenfive 
of falling into the fame circumftances aS‘ny hbrfes had been in at casBin.  Befides 
the diftrefies occafioned by naprr’s tyranny, moft of the towns and villages, on 
the frontiers of TuRK£Y, having been ruined by the TURKS, and the inhabitants 


carried into flavery, the whole appeared as a fcene of defolation. As we approached: 


the very few villages that remained, the inhabitants,. taking us for foldiers .or rob- 


bers, which was much the fame, fled into the mountains, and left us to provice 


for ourfelves. | | oo, 


Tur rath, our advanced guard, ‘difcoyering 4 party whom they took for rob- 
bers, detached a herfeman to inform us.of our danger; upon which we halted, 


and put ourfelves in a pofture of defence. — A youth belonging. to our company, : 
by profeffion a writer, was mifiing ; his mafter,. ong of.the stzan’s adjutants, be-. 
can to rave, protefting he would find bis writer, of finith. his life; for without him. 


te could not fettle his accounts withthe saan. Accordingly he demanded the. 
affiftance of a few others, prepared to go in fearch of the youth ; but. happily | 
he came up with us, having efcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe. I now firtt. 


learnt, that all my persian fellow-travellers were in the cuftody of a. meffenger, 


who was conveying them to the camp, and confequently. would not confent to. 


their feparation.. Such were the terrors of NADiR’s. tyranny, that this fingle per- 


fon kept eight, or ten officers of diftinétion, with all their fervants, as prifoners. - 
1 took particular notice of oneof them, who was a BALLOUCHE of the tribes in the . 


eaftern parts of persta, who are almoft black: he was well mounted, armed, 
and attended; but in debt to almoft every one of ‘the company, who apprehending 


him to be in no fmall danger of his life from the refentment of the sHan, demand-_ 


ed his horfe and armour in payment, He gave them a filver CAALLEAN gilt with 
gold, likewife his bow and arrows, the quiver. of which was covered with black 
velvet, and ftudded with gold nails. Though this man’s annual appointment did 


~_—_ 


pot exceed two hundred and forty crowns, and he had no other revenue ; -yet.:the. 
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value of his horfes and mules, and their appurtenances, did not fall fhort. of a 
thoufand crowns, He was very communicative, and finding me an EUROPEAN, 
he {poke without referve: “ TI am, fays he, come from rsraHan, where I have been 
“two years raifing forces for the sHau, and have procured him two thoutand 
‘" men; one thoufand is the ufual number which he annually draws from that 
“city. In requital he has lately taken from me four thoufand crowns, and I am 
"’ how under apprehenfion of fome other act of violence. It is Ngguncuftomary 
** thing with my matter to fend for a man in order to trangle him ; and indeed, as 
“ to my part, I fhould be plad to compound for a fevere beating ;”” intimating 
that he expected death. 


THIS BALLOUCHE was a rank predeftinarian, as moft of the manomMezpans 
are; however-he endeavoured to learn by heart a prayer compofed by HUSSEIN, 
one of ati’s fons, which if repeated right in the prefence of the king, he faid, it 
would divert his wrath ; but if falfly, increafe it. He talked much of the force of 
words, and the power of the Almighty: at the fame time he told us forties of the 
feats of MAHOMMED, particularly concerning his imaginary journey into heaven ; 
which were all the genuine produce of grofs fuperftition. And here it is worthy of 
remark, that the ManomMEDaNs do ailign a very exalted ftate of glory to sesus 
CHRIST; and though they do not confefs his divinity, they approach to that opi- 
nion. This officer had alfo another fpell, which, by pretended divine authority, 
he propofed to ule; viz. the repetition of ten particular letters in the alphabet, as. 
he entered the royal tent, clofing a finger at each, and keeping the firft clafped: till 


he came before the throne: +he was then fuddenly to open his hands, and by the dif- 


ey 


charge of this magic artillery, to fubdue the kinp’s wrath. 


Ir is amazing to confider in how many inftances the prrsrans demonftrate the 
higheft. fuperftition. Sneezing is held a moft happy omen, efpecially when re- 
peated often. The hands wich the fingers interchanged, and fome particular 
potture of the body, are confidered as full of magic power, and if ufed malicioul. 
ly, of dangerous confequence. As their minds are tainted with a fondnefs for 
whatever is marvellous, and a belief of the agency of invifible powers on the mot 
trivial occafions ; they think the meteors that refemble falling flars, and which are 
vulgarly called fo, are the blows of angels on the heads of the devils, wiio would pry 
into the jecretsof paradife. Cats are held in great efteem, but dogs in abomins- 
tion; io that a dog is never permitted to. come into any room: they fometimes 
however ufe them at their diverfions. The turxs are not much behind them in 
this folly. In the reign of sHaH aBas, the GRAND SIGNIOR fent to that prince to 
defire, that as none but their prophet and his children had been dreffed in ereeny, 
none of his fubjects might be permitted to wear that colour, efpecially in {tockings. 
To this suau aBas, who was a man of underftanding, made anfwer; that if the 
GRAND SIGNIOR would prevent the dogs piffing on the prafs in TurKey, he would 
comply with the requeft. 


Tae learned men in persra are fond of aftrology, and often pretend to foretel 
events; but NADIR treated their predictions with great contempt. It is faid, that 


fome time: fince a certain perfon foretold the conquelt of peRsra by the arcuans, 
Vou. I, | with 


* 
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with all its circumftances; adding, that persia would be agatn reftored by a 
perfon refembling NADIR 3 and that in a certain year of their era, the kingdom 
would flourifh, and be governed with great equity. Napier being apprifed of all 
thefe predictions, took occafion to be very oppreffive that year, as: well to expole 
fuch opinions, as to gratify his own avarice. - 


Bur to refume my narrative: we travelled fix leagues this day, of which two 
were out offour road, in order to obtain neceffary accommodations. The 15th, 
bail and extreme cold made this day’s journey very difagreeable : the day following 
teaving the diftrict of ABARSULTAN, we came into that of CALIMBRO, where HAMA- 
paw js fituated, having been eleven hours on horfeback, in which time we had 
travelled feven FARSANG; part of the road being covered with fnow, and very 
difficult to pafs. The whole country {till appeared a dreary walte: the great num- 
‘ber of ruined towns and villages gave proof of its former ftate; but hardly any 
of them were inhabited, except by robbers who infeft the country. Barley is the 


common food for horfes ; but as we could not procure -any for many leagues, we 
were obliged t6 give them wheat; a common feed of which for three horfes and as 
many mules coft a crown. rn . | 

On the 17th, .we came to a village, the gaté® of which were of ftone ; it was 
walled in, and made defenfible, as well againft robbers, as ‘the wolves, which. 
often deftroy the cattle in hard weather. Here they keep their corn in large veffels 
of earth made like a tun, and fet on the ground: they alfo warm themielves by 
wood-fres made in holes cut in the floor; when burnt to afhes they cover them 
with blankets, to confine the heat, which renders the air very fuffocating. | 


As we approached to the camp, the dread of my companions encreafed,. and 
with ic their fuperftition, Finding the bone of a fheep, they fet it, as they fup- 
pofed, perpendicular, accounting that if it fell towards the camp, all would go 
well , if from it, they muft prepare for their fate. It of courfe fell where they had 
siven the poife, which was.on the right fide. Soon after, two:large wolves crofled 
the road not far before us; this they confidered alfo.as a lucky omen: but notwith- 
ftanding thefe good omens, they muit beware of the camp; for on this day three 
hundred thoufand plagues are fent from heaven on the earth, however, the next 
day would be propitious, if they went to the camp at a certain hour. 


Apout-noon-we arrived at a {mall village, where an advanced guard of the army 
were pofted, to protect the villagers, as is cuftomary when the camp is near. 
The commander of thefe forces declared, that he could not find quarters for the 
PERSIANS, who were in my company, and infifted that they muft go directly to the 
camp; but on their pleading, that they had paid honourably for every thing they had 
been fupplied with on the road, and that they were alfo charged with the care of 
me, they were fuffered to enter the village. The day following our peRs1AN Con- 
voy took their leave of us, not without forrowful countenances ; demanding of 
their conduétor why he -haftened them: ‘* Do you not know,” faid one of them, 
‘s that to condemned perfons every hour of life is of great moment?” | fent my 
interpreter to the sHan’s minifter appointed for the reception of itrangers, to ac- 


quaing 
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quaint him of my arrival, and to enquire where I fhould pitch my tent. Though 
we were now fo very near the sHau, fome of the foldiers in. this village did not 
refrain from calling him a -rafcal*in plain terms. The 2oth,: we fet out for the 
camp; on the way we met a number of camels loaded with the SHAH’S. tents, of 
which he has two fets, that one may be always pitched for his reception. 


2 he 





CHAP. XXXVI 


The author arrives at the PERSIAN camp, and is kindly received by MUSTAPHA KHAN, 
who, by order of NADIR, enguirés.inte the flate of suRoPE. He obtains a decree 
from the suan for payment of bis lofs at astRABAD. : 


E,ING now entered the camp, I pitched my tent near the royal ftandard, 
B which was about a gun’s ghot from the sHan’s tent. Elamanan °, which 
was about a league to the fouthward, is faid to be the burying-place of queen 
ESTHER and MORDECAI. It was now the grand repofitory of .wapir’s cannon, 
bombs, and other artillery, which feldom appear in the camp, but when fome 
fiege, or extraordinary expedition is.défigned. I had the {atisfaétion to learn, that 
the rebellion in astRaBap was fupprefied; and that the saan had declared, that 
the merchants fhould not be fufferers. I had no fooner pitched my tent, but an ac- 
cident happened, which was very near depriving me of the means of ever telling 
my ftory. For the greater fecurity, I had ordered our fire arms to be fet round the 
pole on ‘the back part.of my tent, which was partitioned off by acotton-cloth. I 
was walking in a penfive manner, at which time it is natural for men to ftand and 
pauie, efpecially when they have fo {mall a {pace as four or five yards to move in. 
In this interval one of the pieces went off; and carried -two fluges through the top 
perpendicularly over my head,’ This accident was occafioned by one of my fervants 
meving the picce obliquely, ‘and touching the tri gger, which in very few persran 
mufkets has any guard. I had very narrowly efcaped twice. before on the -road trom 
an accident of this kind, owing to the carelefsnefs of my fervants:; but now I was 
extremely alarmed left the report of the mufket, fo near the royal tent, -fhould give 
offence. My own tent, being of cotton, was fet.on fire, but we foon extinguifhed 
the flame; and this accident had no other confequence, . nor. was. any enquiry made 
about it, 7 eh . 

I waiteD immediately on musTaPHa KHAN, who received me with great expref- 
fions of kindnefs, and obliged me to dine with him. In the mean while I delivered 
my petition to the chancery, with regard to the lofs I had fuflained at ASTRABAD. | 
The Kuan affured me, that juttice would be done: he then demanded what pre- 


2 | -  “fents 


*KURUMSACK, > To the fouth-eaft is the mountain ELVEND; this city is faid to be the an- 
tient ECBATANE, which was deflroyed by nepucHopoNozaR. 
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fents I had brought for the sHau? This queftion ftartled me, as 1 imagined the 
chara¢ter in which I appeared as a petitioner, would have rendered prefents to the 
sHAH a grofs impropriety. J] excufed myfelf by faying, that nothing worthy the 
acceptance of fo great a prince could be found in GHiLan, when | departed fram 
thence; and it was really true, that no fables, nor rich itufis, were at that time 
obtainable, in cafe | had been inclined to carry the sHAH a prefent,- as I fhould have 
done if T had been rightly informed. My interpreter told me upon this occation, 
chat a fhort time before, one of the minifters declared, that 1t was not the SHAH'S 
cuftom to accept of prefents; but as Mr, ELTON was a fubject of fo worthy a na- 
tion, he received what was then offered to do him honor. The truth is, that this. 
ancient cuftom of the‘eaft is rooted deep in their hearts, and converted into a fpecics 
of corruption, from which their princes are not exempt. One of the company 
enquired of me in relation to the pERSsIANs in whofe company I came from CASBIN ; 
adding, that he knew not what account they had given of themfelves to the SHAH ; 
but he believed his majefty would pardon them to do me honor; making at the 
- {ame time feveral lavifh and hyperbelical compliments. -‘L told him, that 1 knew 
very little of thofe perfons, and nothing at all of their crimes. Tt is incredible 
how far this fort of gallantry is carried in PERSIA, when it 18 meant to fhew a di- 
ftinguifhed regard to ftrangers who-are wnder ¢beir protection, Whether the shas 
was at that time very much diftreffed in his dffaw€# or, fer-fome other reafon, but 
the accounts of my fellow-travellers were actually accepted, “andthe. wages of the: 
merchant’s fon confiderably advanced. ae 


Tue king was in his tent of audience from feven in the morning till ten at might, 
retiring only for a fhort time. . He had with him but thirty thoufand effective men, 
though with the fervants of the foldiers, and attendants upon the camp, they were 
‘a the whole near thrice that number. A Jarge body of forces was left towards 
ERIVAN ; near thirty thoufand men were in SHIRVAN} twenty-five thoufand in sur- 
nas, befides'a body of forces in KHORASAN, and a formidable army on the banks 
of the ispus. The numerous rebellions then on foot called on napie for the ut- 

moft attention, and he-had taken meafures for the fuppreffion.of..them all at one 
and the fame time. : a AER 


Tus day a persran of fome diftin@tion made me a vifit, and enquired what 
Thad obferved in persra. LItold him, I was amazed that fo fine a country had fo 
few inhabitants. ‘* It is true,” fays he, ‘* our country 1s ruined; but it cannot be 
“ otherwife; for the saan has fupported all his forces in one-continued campaign 
‘ of four years, by the taxes drawn from his people, who have now but little leit 
‘S to fupport themfelves: and indeed nene but him, or an almighty power, could 
have maintained fo vaft an army by fuch means. Now the affairs of the empire 

are fettled, and the frontiers peopled with fuch families as he can depend on, we 
hope all will go well.” This laft part of the difcourfe did not feem to flow from 
his heart fo much as the former, nor was it much to be expected: it was a kind of 
proverbial faying among the PERSIANS; “ what mighty things will be done fo long 
‘< as the king lrves!”’ but it feerns to carry this fenfe with it allo, that with him all 
the “glory of pers:a mutt expire. Indeed few of them appeared to be endowed 


_ with. 


rf 
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_ with a furfficient underftanding to argue upon probable events, or to look into the 
profpect of futurity. : pe | : 


Tue sHau paffing from his warram to his tent of audience, pave me an oppor- 
tunity of feeing him: he was very plainly drefied, except in precious {tones *. 
The fame day MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, the father of MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, 
governor of ASTRABAD, artived froth sHirvan, where he had a great-fhare in the 
reduction of that formidable rebeltion. I vifited QUIRIM BEG, the adjutant-general, 
who had the care of the suan’s records; he bid me hope that I fhould foon receive 
a favorable decree; but was very referved in his acceptance of a prefent of fome 
fine cloth and rich filk, which I had prepared for him. I defired that he would 
procure me a copy of the feveral decrees in favor of foreign merchants in PERSIA, 
which he gave me. : 


I parp my refpects a fecond time to musrapna-KwAN, who in the ordinary com- 
plimental ftrain, affured me -he ‘had fpoken in my praife to the saan, who had or- 
dered him to afk me; WL knew whether any of the curisTian powers had attackec 
the TURKS in EUROPE, or might probably engage in a war-with them ? I anfwered. 
the KHAN to this effect: ** The russrans having been harraffed with wars for near 
“« ‘forty years, now enjoy repofe, and as far as I apprehend, will not engage in an 
‘* offeniive war with the rurK, or any other power. © The hereditary enemy of the 
‘" TURK in EUROPE, his majefty knows, is the queen of HuNcaRY ; fhe has her 
“* hands full, being cruelly opprefled in every quarter by the FreNcH king, and is. 
‘* confequently in no condition to attack the rurK : but fhould. the latter embrace 
‘* this opportunity to break with her, ‘it is highly probable, that the russians will 
‘appear in her defence. Great Britain has beén engaged in a war with spain 
“* already for fome time: and we expect to hear that fhe has broke with FRANCE 
‘* alfo. Thus the raging flames of war feem to threaten the greateft part of Eu- 
““ Rope, All the nations, as well as princes of that quarter of the world, have 
‘“ heard with wonder, the atchievements of the sHan your mafter; and confider 
“¢ the TuRKs as much inferior to him in ftrenpth and fortune, as he is apparently 
“ {uperior to them in knowledge of the art of war.” With this account the kHaw 
feemed to be fatisfied, and Ltook my leave of him. In the evening a perfon was. 
dragged out of the royal tent, who’ had been ftrangled for defertion ; the executioner. 
finding life yet in him, gave him:a-violent blow on the breaft. 


Tue 22d, the royal ftandard being taken down, as a fignal for ftriking the tents,. 
we decamped, and came about two leagues and a half north-eaft, where the sian’s 
tents being already prepared, I pitched mine in company with the whole camp. 
Heavy fhowers falling upon a rich foil, made ‘it extremely troublefome, and it 
was with difficulty that we could, by the help of oil-cloths and other conveniencies, 
keep ourfelves dry in our tent, round which we were obliged to make a channel to- 
earry off the water. All the cattle belonging to the camp, being expofed to the 
weather, were over their fet-locks in dirt. Here I obferved, that the: inceffant: 
fatigues of long marches, and the rigor and inclemency of the feafons, had ruined. 


| * the 
+ ‘The reader will find an account of his perfon in the laft volume of this work. 
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the persian cavalry, renowned for fo many ages. There are however fome good 
horfes, which exceed in fize, but few of them are of equal fire and beauty with 
the anapians; nor do they manage their mouths well; moft of them being fpoilt 
with the harfhnels of their bits. Thefe horfes being thus expofed, commonly carry 
their body-cloths on their backs, which are made of a coarfe felt, very heavy, and 
fo hot, that I imagine they enervate a horfe very much. They dye the tails of 
thofe which are of a light-colour with red.or orange: naprr’s horfes were led 
promifcuoufly inthe crowd of the army; and thefe had fuffered in common with 
the reft. | 


MusTapua KHAN having been informed, that I was poffeffied of a bill from ma- 
HOMMED HASSAN, Chief of the rebellion at asrRABAD, for the amount of my lofs, 
demanded a fight of ir. With this I the more readily complied, as it ferved me as 
a voucher of the value, as well as gratified the curiofity of the KHAN, and proba- 
bly of the sHau himfelf; for his deeree, which was this day delivered to me, was 
made out according to that value. The contents of this decree were, ‘* that [| 
*¢ fhould give the particulars of the lofs in writing to BEHBUD KHAN, the SHAH’s 
** peneral in astrRaBaD, who had orders to deliver to me whatever part of the 
“© goods might poffibly be found; and to reftore them in kind ; and the deficiency 
“< to be paid out of the fequeftered eftates of the rebels without delay, to the laft 
“¢ nENAER.” This was not quite the thing which I withed. for,:-becaule it laid me 
under a neceffity of returning to that wretched place, astraBab 3‘ however, I 
could not but acknowledge the higheft obligation for fo fignal a mark of juftice 
and clemency. | 





C H A P. XXXVI. 


Defcription.of the pursian camp and army. A circumftantial account of their tents, 
fandards, arms, market-place. Of the suan’s women, and thetr manner of tra- 
welling, Of the ufe of elephants and camels.. Different bodies of which the army 
is conpifed, end cf the military exercifes of the PERSIANS. 


YEING now eafy in my mind on the fubject of my lofs at asrraBan, I rode 

entirely through the persian camp, attended by my interpreter, and another 
perfon, as far as the quarter of the elephants, and informed myfelf.as minutely as 
pomible, oi every particular relating to the army. , : 


In placing the camp a general regularity.is obferved, as far as is agreeable to the 
fize and fhape of the ground. It isa rule conftantly purfued, to place the tenrs 
of certain principal minifters and officers in the front, or to the right or left of the 
sHan’s quarters, that fome of them may be always near him. ‘he circuit of the 
quarter allotted to the sHAw’s Own tents is very large: the entrance confifts on one 
fide of a line of uniform tents, ferving for guard-rooms; and the other, of the 

tents 


Chap. XXXVI. PERSIAN CAMP. 167 


tents in which the affairs of the chancery, and the like public concerns, are tranf- 
acted. About two hundred yards beyond this avenue is the pavilion in which the 
SHAH Ufually fits to give audience, and tranfact bufinefs: ‘it is oblong, fupported 
by three poles, adorned with gilded balls at the top. The covering is of a cotton 
cloth of a brick colour, and the lining of clouded filk. The floor is covered either 
with carpets or cloths, and the body of the pavilion has on each fide a: kind of 
alley, through which the attendants may walk round. Sometimes the saan. fits 
upon a large sopHa, or chair, crofs legged *, and fometimes on the floor. The 
back-part of this tent is divided into fmall apartments, where the officers who: 
do not appear in his majefty’s prefence attend. There is nothing fumptuous in. 
this pavilion, the front of which is always open even in the worft weather; 
however when it is extremely cold, feveral pots of lighted charcoal are placed in. 
the middle. At a confiderable diftance behind were placed the swan’s private 
tents, to fome of which he retired at his meals. In order to render them warm, 
he had inpran pannels, which were occafionally fet up, and formed the linings of 
two imall apartments : to thefe were admitted: ont y his fecret emiffaries, when they 
had any remarkable intelligence to communicate ; but in the laft years of his lite: 
he had no familiarity with any of them, 


ALMOST contiguous to thefe were the tents of the sHan’s ladies, which differed: 
from the others in having feveral curtains that formed feparate apartments one 
within another. The boundaries of the sHan’s quarter were occupied by his eu- 
nuchs and female flaves,-and almoft this whole circuit, efpecially towards the refi- 
dence of the women, was furrounded by a ftrong fence of net-work, round which 
the night-guard patrolled, and feverely punifhed all intruders. As there were no 
lights in thefe parts, nor any tents near them, it frequently happened that people, 
comung to the camp by night, ignorantly {trageled thither, and were fure to be ill. 
treated when this happened. | | 


J opservep, that. none but the officers in immediate waiting were admitted into- 
‘the royal pavilion : for the officers of ftate, and people in bufinefs, ftood in the- 
open air in all weathers, forming a femicircle in front of the tent. If they were’ 
brought to anfwer for their conduct, they were held under the arm by proper off-- 
cers, to prevent their efcape, or committing any-aéts of violence.. The fame cere- 
mony, with very little difference, ‘was obferved alfo towards. foreign. ambaffadors, 
or great men; the laft indeed was under pretence of refpeét, but it alfo ferved to: 
prevent any accident ; an attempt having been once made on the s14Hn’s life, as I. 
thall relate in his hiftory. : : So 


Tue Persians ufe a certain glazing in: their cotton: tents, which, in-fome de- 
gree, prevents their being penetrated by water. The ‘tents of perfons of diftinc- 
tion are of various fhapes, but moft commonly oblong, and fupported by three: 
poles. ‘The outfide is always of coarfe cotton cloth, and the infide is either lined 
with the fame, or. with woollen, or filk, according to the different feafons of the: 
year, and circumftances of the owners. The ground is {pread with a thick cot- 

fon, 
* The.ordinary method is with their legs under them, 
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ton cloth, or mat, and over that is laid a carpet, or woollen printed cloth * of 
feveral colours: befides this covering, the fquare of the floor is laid round with 
felts, as already deferibed, and thefe fupply the place of bedfteads and feather- 
beds ; though fome have their beds raifed a little above the damp of-the earth. 
The top and fides of the tents of great officers are fometimes lined with pannels, 
which are wrought with flowers, and. variety of figures. Large tents are often 
divided into two rooms, or apartments, by pannels or curtains ; the back part 1s 
appropriated. for the ufe of the women; burt fuch grandees as have feveral women, 
plaice a fet of tents for them at a diftance from their own, which are furrounded 
with cotton cloths, to prevent their being feen. ‘They have alfo, at a convenient 
nearnefs to their tents, a hole dug, encloled by a cotton-fereen of four folds, to 
anfwer the neceffary purpofes of nature. . ee } 


Tat part of the camp called in TURKISH the onpUBAZAR of camp- market, be- 
gins at the end of the fquare fronting the euard-rooms, and is about half a mile 
long: it confifts of tents on each fide like a ftreet, running as direct as the nature 

‘of the ground will admit: thefe tents are often fupplied with a variety of provi- 
fions, apparel, horfe-furniture, and other neceffaries, which are brought - hither 
for fale; not to mention the continual change of property arifing from the daily 
confifcations made by the suaH. The care of this market is committed to an off- 
cer called oRDUBAZARI, who often rides up and down to keep order, and when 
any difputes arife, they are brought hefore the DEROGA BAZAR, or fuperintendent 
‘of the market, who acquires a confiderable income from rents, fees, prefents, and 
extortions. Many of the fhop-keepers were little better than common futtlers ; 

but fuch as carry on great bufinefs, are under the protection of fore of the prin- 

‘cipal courtiers, who are the grand dealers in flour and rice, of which there is al- 
“ways a great confumption : and as thefe courtiers have frequently many fupernu- 

.merary fervants, camels and mules, they fend them to the diftant provinces that 
produce rice, which they bring to the camp for fale, and make great profits. But 
if the fhop-keepers, or other traders, interfere with then in thefe branches of trade, 
they generally mark them out for deftruction. ; 


Nani often enquired into the price” of neceffaries, and reduced them as he 
thought proper, fining the market-people upon every tran{greffion : but the moft 
notorious inftance of injuftice to the fhop-keepers, was his obliging them,’ when 
his tents and their appurtenances were grown old, to take them, and pay him the 
value of new ones. oe : : : 


Tux two imperial ftandards were placed on the right of the fquare already men- 
tioned : one of them was in ftripes of red, blue, and white, and the other of red, 
blue, white, and yellow, without any ether ornament; though the old ftandards 

“required twelve men to move them, the sHaw lengthened their flaffs, and made 
them yet heavier; he alfo put new colours of filk upon them, the one red and 
yellow ftriped, the other yellow edged with red; they were made of fuch an 
<normous fize, to prevent their being carried off by the enemy, except by an en- 

| oo oO ee tire 
* Of sritish manufacture, 
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entire defeat*, The regimental colours were a narrow flip of filk floped to a point : 


-¥ 


_ fome were red, fome white, and fome ftriped : feveral hours before the moving of the - 
camp, one of the ftandards was taken down by way of fignal, and carried forwards. 


to the place where the new camp was to be pitched. The suan’s fet of tents, and 
thofe of the great men went with it, attended by a convoy. The bulk of the army 


often marched an hour or two before the sHaH ; for in removing from one encamp-_ 


ment to another, he fometimes galloped the whole way. 


_. Tue san had about fixty women, and very near the fame number of eunuchs, 


who generally rode near his perion, and kept pace with him: before him were his 
SHATIRS °, preceded by the cu1aux‘*, and before them the KESHIKEHI ¢, being the 
foremott of his body-guard, who were beft acquainted with. the tra&t the sHan was 
to take : thefe fpread a mile or two before him, and terminating in a kind of angle, 


- gave notice of the sHauH’s approach, by crying out in rurKisH, YEREIEs, or make 
way: this is called the KOURUCK, which is always troublefome, and fometimes 


fatal to fuch as cannot pet out of their way; for when they meet with people in the 


SHAH'’S rout, rivers, precipices, and rocks are no excufe; they drive at them with’ 


their maces, and make all before them fy at their approach, 


WHEN NADIR travelled with his women, the army was kept at almoft a mile 


diftance ; but when he went without them, people were permitted to come nearer, 


men, and indeed others of diftin@tion, rode on white horfes, in the manner ag 
men ride ; but when they did not gO in his company, they were ufually carried on 
camels, feated in machines refembling a covered waggon, and hung like panniers 


‘over a pack-faddle, which I have already mentioned. On thefe occafions they were 
entirely concealed under a covering of crimfon-cloth ; and in this manner they rode 


one on each fide, conducted with the ufual pomp: the motion is very difagreeable, 
and apt ‘to create a diforder, not unlike the fea ficknefs. The fick ladies, and fe- 
male fervants of the court, were always concealed in the fame manner, under a 


In the fatter part of his reign he feldom did travel without them, pro- 
‘Dably the better to avoid any evil defigns againft his perfon. The sHan’s wo- 


. me 


covering of crimfon cloth. Other women, of no particular diftinction, rode on _ 
g , p 


horfes, or mules; thefe mixed among the ctowd, but had a Hnen veil over their 
faces, and wore great coats, refembling thofe of the men; but the poorer fort hada 
white veil, which covered their whole body... The women belonging to the ous- 
BEG TARTARS Were not fo ferupulous about hiding their faces as the PeRSIANé. 
The number of women in the camp, except upon perilous enterprizes, in propor 
tion to. the men, is generally one to ten. | | ae | 


Tue sttaH, when fick, ufed to be cartied in a horfe-litter : other people of fathion 
were feated, or laid on mules upon a large flat pack-faddle, bolftered up. But 


the common way of carrying their fick men, is to fix two poles to meet in the 


an 


*The lofsof the battle of kERKDUD in 1733, feemed to be owing to the flandard Bearer, tiding off — 


the field with the flandard, » Raining footmen., © Chanters. ¢ Watch-guard, 
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middle over the neck of the horfe, at the point of the faddie, the breaft and fhoul-- 
ders refting between the interftices of the poles. 


Upon extraordinary occafions the rear-guard was faid to be very numerous, confift- 
ing of eight thoufand yEsauL: their bufinefs was not only to fecure the rear of the 
army: but to prevent ftraggling, or delertion. For this purpofe they examined: 
every one who quitted the’Camp ; and if there was the leaft ground of fufpicion, 
they would not fuffer even a ftranger to go-about his bufinefs without a bribe. It 
the beafts belonging to travellers happened to tire while the camp was removing ; 
thefe fellows, inftead of affifting chem, frequently drove the owners away, and 
converted the cattle and baggageto their own ufe. | 


In marching, greateft part of the foldiery, as well as the yesauu, kept ina col- 
lected, but irrezuiar body: the followers of the camp covered feveral miles. The 
elephants and camels were employed only in carrying great burthens : the laft are 
of feveral kinds, but the moft ferviceable is that called the Majge, which have two 
bunches on their backs. They ate’ generally fed with balls made of meal; and 
though very hardy, they frequently die of epidemtical diftempers. 


Naprr’s ftanding forces were never fixed to any determinate number ; though 
they were computed at two hundred thoufand men. The following jis as perfect 
a fetch as I could procure, of his principal atrendants and foldiery ; for the 
fupport of which PERSIA has been ruined, and inpra fpoiled- of one hundred and. 
rwenty millions fterling, with near. twice aS.many thoufand fouls, viz. , 


60 Biack eunuchs: there were few-or-no white ones in his. fervice. 

200 SHATIR, oF running foormen, ——- 

1000 Rixau, or ftirrup-holders. eet es 

10,000 Kutam, or flaves belonging to the king : their chief, in the TURKISH lan-. 
guage, 1S called KULLER AGASI'S and the inferior KULAMS are thofe foldiers which. 

the provincesequip by the-sx an’s order: he paidithem, ‘but-they were a kind of 
‘orvantsto the KULAMS. ASR aE . | 

2000 BeczapEe, or gentlemens fons. | | 

j000 KircHuDAZADE £, or fons of elders :- the laft three were the genteeleft of the - 
foldiery., many of them were employed in guarding the treafury at K2LaT, and , 
on other important-occafions, | ' 

4000 KESHIKEH!I, OF watch-guard, otherwife called HeMISHI RISHIK, becaufe they 
were always on duty: they wore white turbans ; fome of them carried fabres,. 
and others fabres and pikes; their pay was two hundred and fifty crowns per. 
annum : this watch was continually called over in the night. - 

goo Curaux: they carried in their hand a batton with a double filver croek on the 
end of it; they had alfo a feather, with a filver bofs on their cap, which was flat 
onthe top: thefe frequently chanted moral féntences and encomiums on the: 
sHAH, occafionally proclaiming alfo his victories as he paffed along. 


£00: 
* Chief of the flaves. 
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500 GIARKEHIE, who wore in their caps the beard of an arrow in brafs, and were 
employed as criers and heralds. _ . 
160 Perrasn, under two chiefs, becaufe of the different branches of their bufinels ; 
one of them performed executions in the sHan’s prefence; and therefore a party 
of thefe attended at a fmall diftance from his pavilion, where they were employ- 
ed as the inftruments of his vengeance. The other fuperintended the pitching 
and dreffing of the sHan’s tents, and had the care of the prefents brought to 
his majetty. | _ 

8coo YEsAuL, who wore a brafs knob on their caps: they were diftinguifhed into 
two forts, the yesaut KuR and yEsauL sonBeT. ‘Their leaders were in great 
confideration on account of their near attendance on the king’s perfon : they 
formerly aéted as grand marfhals, and judges of the houfhold, and latterly as 
maiters of the ceremonies. | 

250 Na@&ssakucui: thefe are known by a feather in their caps; they have large 
pay, and great power, punifhing offenders in the neighbourhood of the camp, 
without bringing them before any higher officer or magiftrate. Thefe, at the 
head of other fcouts, are alfo difperfed to guard the avenues; for it is not un- 
common ¥or robbers to rip open tents, and carry off bageage during the night, 
even in the camp. ; 
100 Gitopar; thofe who are charged with the dire€tion of the couriers, and 
their horfes : all thefe different ranks are horfemen. | | 
12,000 GizatREI: thefe are foot foldiers , they are well cloathed, and carry very 
heavy mufkets with wide bores; they form a body, which has an impertect re- 
femblance of the EuRopEAN infantry, and were modelled by navir_ himfelf to 
be of great ufe, which persran foot-foldiers feldom were before his time. 

40,C0O KarA-kKusuHUN *, are alfo foot foldiers, whofe pay is only thirty crowns per 
annum. The name is TurkisH, and fignifies black guard ; and they make but an 
indifferent appearance, compared with the others already mentioned. 

The following are called after the name of the nations or countries from whence 
they come. a | _— | 

50,000 AFGHANS: thefe have lands affigned them in KANDAHAR, befides eighty 
crowns per annum, ‘They ufe the bow, lance, and fword, and are very brave. 
This denomination alfo includes the aBDOLLEES. | 

20,000 AFSHARS”, ey es. 

6000 OQusBEG TARTARS, Of RHIBV AS BOKHARA, and SAMARCAND, 

Goco TurRKUMAN‘ TARTARS Of TURKUMANIA. | me 

6000 Buuc, or zaLoucne “, of the tribes in the fouthern coaft of persta. 

_ Tue above computation falls fhort of two hundred thoufand men ; but th ey may 

be reckoned in this proportion. _ : | | 

- . THE 


* T have put thefe and the thirteen preceding denominations of foldiery in the fingular number, as cor- 
refponding moft with the PeRsIan pronunciation, | 

° Naovre himfelf was of their tribes: they live moftly in tents, and inhabit part of the province of 
KHORASAN and the country to the eaftward of it. 

° This name is common to another people near the borders of TuRKEY, being tranfplanted in confe- 
quence of the conqueft made by TAMERLANE ; the original. people of this name, I believe, are the inhabi- 
tants of the eaftern coaft of the caSPran. : 

* Sometimes confidered as a tribe of aFGHANS, whom they refemble in their countenance; but are 
not fo well civilized in their manners, nor live fo much in cities, 


Z2 Fi 
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Tue pay given to the foldiers by NADIR, was computed at one hundred crowns 
per annum one with another, befides an allowance which chiefly confifted of rice ; 
but the dearnefs of provifions, and the expenfive manner of living in the camp, 
rendered this large pay abfolutely neceffary. They wear no uniform, but are 
obliged to buy all their cloathing Ot the SHAH at an extravagant price, and to keep 
YETIMS * at their own expence. ee 


Tuey amufe themfelves by galloping before the army eight or ten at a time, dif- 
charging their pieces at each other, with powder. It was a circutftance which {ur- 
prized me, that they were permitted even in the camp to fire off their pieces, blow 
their trumpets, and beat their drums for their amufement ; but this might arile 
from a political caufe, to prevent their caballing. They are feldom exercifed, except 
in fhooting with the bow or with a fingle ball at a mark, at which they are very ex- 
pert, and no lefs exact in loading their piece ; for except it be in time of action, 
they weigh their powder, as well as fit the ball to the bore: but the barrels of thefe 
pieces, fome of which are match-locks, are fo ill tempered, that they will not bear 
a quics fire. | | 7 








sices catty a.mufket and fabre ; but the ovs- 

. ae See iin . neo. . 
BEGS, and feveral others in the army, are not fo well provided, Some have a 
{pear, or batrle-ax, others a bow and arrow; others“a fingle piftoFs “bur all of them 
wear fabres, in the ufe of which they, as well as the PERSIANS, are very dexferous. 
As to bayonets, by which the EUROPEAN forces have fometimes performed fuch 
feats, they have no notion of them. | " _ 


Tue greatell part of their regular 





4 


Napir, according to the cuftom of the PERSIAN kings, had the policy to oblige 
fome, and to encourage all his army in the ufe of coftly furniture. The officers, 
and even the foldiers ot rank, have the bridles of their horfes mounted with filver,. 
with a mane-piece of plate, and’ an ornamental chain ; likewife their {word-belts, 
and feathern. accoutrements are mounted with the fame metal. The handles of 
their battle-axes are alfo-for’ che moft part ftudded or covered with thin filver plates. 
In their fathes about their waift they wear’a knife; the’handle ‘and cafe of which 
4s alfo covered with filver ; but the workmanthip is indifferent. Certain officers, 
and perfons of diftinction, were obliged to wear gold-cafed knives, and fome of 
their great men had filver {tirrups. 


Ir has been obferved, that foldiers generally figh beft when they have fomething. 
to lofe, if their wealth does not involve them in effeminacy. ALEXANDER indeed 
encouraged his MACEDONIANS, by reprefenting the PERSIAN riches. as.an object of 
plunder, and. confequently as a motive to exert themfelves ; but under Napir, we 
do not find that any of their enemies confidered the valuable effects of the PERSIAN 
foldiery in that light. This method ferved alfo to keep them dependent, by. there. 

- , | being 


* YeTim fignifies an orphan ; but thefe are confidered as fervants, who when their maflers die, or 
fall in battle, are ready to ferve as foldiers. | 
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being obliged to expend their money in articles of vanity. Thus the late king of 


PORTUGAL humbled his-nobility by indulging their pride; and other curistTian 
princes have done the fame by their fubje&ts, with great fuccef. | 
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A brief account of the immenfe value of the borfe-furniture belonging to NADIR SHAH. 
Converfation with MUSTAPHA KHAN upon that fubjed?. A remarkable inftance of 
NADIR’S cruelty, and bis manner of giving audience to zuRopzans. Suppreffion of 
the rebellion in SHIRAS. A 3 = 


AV ING now vifited the camp at large, and informed myfelf of thefe particu- 
H lars concerning it, I was defirous to fee that part of the sHau’s riches, which 
confifted in horfe-furniture. He had four complete fets, one. mounted with pearls, 
another with rubies, a third with emeralds, and the lait with diamonds, moft of | 
which were of fo prodigious a fize as hardly to merit belief; for many of them 
appeared as big as.a pigeon’s egg *. I could not but regard them with wonder, not 
more fof their immenfe value, than for the barbarous tafte in which they were fer’; . 
for fome of them did not appear to have any art at all beftowed on them. I vifited 
MUSTAPHA KHAN, and took occafion to mention my furprize at the prodigious va- 
lue of the sHaun’s horfe-furniture, which fo much exceeded any thing I had ever 
formed an idea of in that kind.. I obferved:to. him at the fame time,’ that jewels: 
in EUROPE appear incomparably brighter and neater fer; and that if his.ma-- 
jefty would truft me with. one of thofe. bridles, I would procure a complete 
horie-furniture to be made in EuRopz, which fhould exceed any thing that had yet 
appeared in the world. TI faid this becaufe it naturally arofe from the fubjeét, and - 
not that Texpected napir under his circumftances would confent to part with his 
bridle for any fuch purpofe ; however at: another vifit I took. occafion to hint the’ 
fame thing, and the KHan politely faid, ** My, mafler. hag not-patience enough to - 
‘« wait till it fhould be finifhed.”’ : BS oT 


MusTaPHA KHAN, as already.obferved, from the teftimony of HAHDGEE ZAMON, - 
was conlidered as the moft upright man in the prastaNn court, and-the sHaH now 
allowed him ten thoufand crowns a year. I thought myfelf happy in the regard. 
which he fhewed me during my ftay in the camp; and gratitude, as well as policy, 
fcemed to call on me to make him a prefent; which confifted of a gold repeating © 
watch, fome fine cloth, and rich filk: he fhewed fome repugnance, till | infifted - 
on his accepting fo trifling a mark of my gratitude. In return he prefented me | 


* What became of thofe bridles I have not yet heard; for I make no doubt but they were plundered in -. 
common with the reit of the camp, when napre was killed about three years after this.time. 


gE 


174 OBSERVATIONS IN THE Part IIL. 


with fome jewels, part of the plunder of DEHLIE, which had once adorned the cap 

of fome unhappy rxp1an. The principal jewel confifted of a large faphir in gold, 
ft round with diamonds ; thefe laft- were not only fmall, but bored through in the 
manner the asraTics often fpoil their precious ftones : the reverfe of this piece was 
enamelled with flowers. The Kuan had formerly been a prifoner in TURKEY, 
where he had acquired fome knowledge of the intereft of the OTTOMAN court; but 
he feemed to know nothing of any other. At the time of napir’s death he 
had the good fortune to be on the road on an embaffy to TURKEY, and by that 
means efcaped the fate he might otherwife have met with, as a favorite of his matter, 
as | fhall relate more fully hereafter. 


Tue 2ath, in the evening, aman was. executed with circumitances that gave me 
{trong impreffions of the cruel difpofition of napiR, who, in the article of death, 
could jeft with a malefactor. A perfon who had colleéted taxes, was complained of 
by the peafants, of whom it appeared he had made greater exactions than he had 
accounted for to the suan. ‘This was capital, and he was accordingly condemned 
to death. Naprr, as if he had recollected fomething particular of this perfon, 
faid- to him: “ 1 underftand you. can dance well; dance and I will fave your 
«¢ Hfe.? Fhe man immediately began to darice, ‘no doubt with fome tranfports of 
joy; but the saan ordered the executioner to’ ftrike ‘him upon the legs, which 
neceflarily prevented his performance: this tyrant then cried’: “©The. rafcal does not 
“«* dance well; kill him.” After his execution he was brought out’near. my tent, 
whence his friends removed him in the night. ‘This was not the only inftance of 
NADIR’s cruelty that fell under my obfervation while I was in the camp; for I faw 
feveral perfons of diftinétion, who rode about with their feet wrapt in white cloths, 
having been beaten till their nails came off their toes, and the ftmews made bare, 
which is no extraordinary thing to people of the firft quality. Since Tam upon 
this fubject, I will give another example of NapiIR’s avarice and barbarity, which 
happened a little before 1 was in the camp. | 


Tue snan-having appointed-a.certain general as governor of a province, im- 
pofed an exorbitant tax on it, to be levied i.fix months. At the expiration of the 
time the governor was fent for to the camp, and ordered to produce the account. 
He did fo, but it amounted only to half the fum demanded. The snan called 
him a rafcal; and telling him he had ftolen the other half of the money, ordered 
the executioners to baftonade him to death. This man’s eftate was alfo confifcated, 
but all his effects fell very fhort of the demand. The fervants of the deceaied 
were then ordered to come into the sHan’s prefence; he enquired of them if there 
was any thing left belonging to their mafter ? they anfwered, onLy a Doc. He 
then commanded the dog to be brought before’ hit; and obferved that he ap- 
peared to be much honefter than his mafter had been; however, that he fhould be 
led through the camp from tent to tent, and beaten with fticks, and wherever he 
expired, the mafter of fuch tent fhould pay the fum deficient. Accordingly the 
dog was carried to the tents of the minifters fucceffively, who hearing ‘the cafe, 


immediately gave fums of money, according to their abilities, to procure the remo- 


val 


* It may be neceffary to obferve, that only fo much of the prefent was charged to the adventurers, as 
exceeded the value of the jewels which the KHAN gave me in return. 
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val of the dog ; by which means the whole fum the sHan demanded was raifed in 
a few hours time. 


Crver as this tyrant was, fome of his predeceffors have not fallen thort of him. 
Flow will cuftom render the heart obdurate to the impreffions of humanity, and 
the ear deaf to the calls of mercy! it was an anticnt punifhment in persia for an 
offender to be put between two boards, and fawn-afunder. Suan apas the GREAT 
is fuid to have cut off a man’s nOfe, and the feth trom other parts of his body with 
his own hand, and afterwards obliged the fufferer to eat them. 


To refume my own ftory : ‘being uncertain which rout the army would take, and: 
by no means convenient to ftay any longer in the camp; the 25th I vifited musta. 
PHA KHAN, and begged, as-he had honored me with {o many marks of his polite - 
ne{fs and friendfhip, that he would now affift me with his advice, what rout J ought 
totake to asrrapap: for confidering the fituation of PERSIA, and the dangers |. 
had already gone through, I thought I could not take too much care. The kwHan 
told nre very ingenuoufly, ** You mutt nor go the direét road to astRapap > for 
‘* the paffage through the mountains to the horth-eait of casRin is inhabited by 
“* people who are in circumftances to do any defperate action. I advife you to re- 
* curn back to GHILAN, and if you Cannot go from thence by water to ASTRABAD, 
* you. mult take your chance by land through MAZANDERAN: but carry a good 
* guard with you. I will give you two faithful foldiers, who thall fee you fafe 
‘* from hence to aBar ; there you may take other foldiers.” I had now with me 
a frefh company, my russran fervant only having been with me ar ASTRABAD , 
and of thefe fome refufed to go at all, and others were difident what rout we ought 
to take. | : 


4 


” 


Tue. next day arrived news,. that the king’s forces had recovered all the country 
about sHIRASS, and were preparing to take the city by ftorm. JI had flattered my- 
felf, that the san would have called me before him ; but either from the diftrefled. 
fituation of his affairs, or his perfuafion of the truth of the account E gave in, I. 
had no opportunity of being queftioned, op of indulging my curtofity fo fully as. I 
defired. ‘The manner in which EUROPEANS. were prefented to him. js this. They 
walked faft into his prefence, bowing three times ; and though the persrans-do not. 
uncover themfelves, yet as he knew it is a.mark of refpect among Europzans, he: 
required it of them. Napier took oceafion more than once to obferve of the: 
ENGLISH, ‘* that they are bold, and appear like-men of bufinefs*.”> He was now 
expecting farther news from sHirass, and by his flow marches towards. CASBIN, 
feemed as if he intended to go himfelf, if his forces did not fucceed in.the fouthern, 


part of the empire. It is. hardly credible with what untired attention. he applied. 
himfelf to bufinefs. . oe, 


Cossim Kuan the chancellor being much in favor with the SHAH, was-employed. 
in writing an account of his wars. ] queftion if thofe writings. have -at prefent. 
any exiftence; but if they have, as napir had a fight of them himfelf fom. 
time to time, they muft be fufpected of great partiality. I have had occaficn. 


to. 
* He had in paft times frequent occafon to {ee the fervants of the EAsT-inpia company. 
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to obferve, that the chancellor, as well as MUSTAPHA KHAN, fuypported his 
reputation. As the former had given feveral marks of his attention to our 
commercial intereft, I thought ic proper to make him a prefent, though he alio 
fhewed fome repugnance to the acceptance of it. I then took my leave of 
MUSTAPHA KHAN, and received his commiffions for certain things which he defired 
might be provided from EUROPE’. ‘He delivered me into the charge of an under- 
officer and a foldier, to attend me as far as ABAR. | | 
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The author's journey from the PERSIAN camp fOLANGAROOD: Regukations of the poft- 
mafters in PERSIA? 4 remarkable flory of one of them, with an account of the PER= 
SIAN couriers. ee | 


HE 27th of march we fet out from the ¢amp;, the officer and foldier charged 

with the care of us were of the YESAUL, who, as I have obferved, are di- 
ftinguifhed by their caps; and whole office it is in time of action, to fhoot thofe 
who turn their back on the enemy. Thefe men had been in inpia with the sHAH, 
and informed me of fome particulars in relation to that memorable expedition. 
This day we travelled about fix. leagues to the village suusocni.. The different 
rout I now took, exhibited the fame melancholy profpect of vaft tracts of excellent 
arable land lying waite in one of the fineft climates in the world ; fo that I could 
not comprehend how the sHan fupported his army: the houfes fupplied only fuel, 
and we faw feveral maroders pulling them down for that purpofe. 


Tue next day we pafled through a ruined. village, covered on the oppofite fide 
‘with an inacceflible mountain: here we difcoveted five perfons, who as we ap- 
proached, ran to their horfes, which were ready faddled, and tied to trees. They 
took to their arms as if they meant to attack us; on our part we prepared for a 
defence. Our two foldiers, who did not feem to have our prefervation much at 
heart, leitered behind, and entered into a parley with them. This gave us fome 
uneafinefs, and induced me to {top upon an eminence attended by one fervant, to 
ive the iffue of their conference; my interpreter foon rode back full fpeed, and 
reproached me for ftaying behind, declaring that if we did not keep together upon 
our guard, we might be cut off; for that he had difcovered four of thofe men 
were ¢On2> round the hill, whilft one kept the foldiers in parley. His fears were 
not without foundation, for the foldiers who foon came up with us, had pur- 
chafed a ftolen horfe of thefe robbers, who acknowledged that the reputation which 
the EUROPEANS have acquired for their dexterity in the ufe of fire-arms, had been 
our greateit fecurity. At laft we reached ASDOLEN, one of the leaft deferted vil- 


lages 


© The foh(eauent {tate of our affairs never permitted the execution of this commiffion. 
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lages I had feen in this journey. We had been eight hours on the road, but found: 


ourfelves advanced only five computed leagues. 


Tre 29th, we afcended a mountain, the feveral turnings of the road making 
between three and four miles: the air on the top was fo extremely rarified, and 
the winds fo piercing, that it was with difficulty I drew my breath, In the valley 
we found a very different climate, and ABaR appeared before us in a delichtful 
fituation. This.city however was much in the fame circumftances as the others, and 
it was not without difficulty we obtained a lodging. The garrifon here was com. 
manded by a.fon of Macumup the AFGHAN, who, as the Persians fay, fet out 
with only twelve thoufand men, when he conquered fo great a part of this empire, 
The mountains, over which lay our direct road, being covered with fnow, we 
were under a neceflity of going uear three leagues about; and in the {pace of four 
leagues, the road was fo formed, that we were obliged to pafs a branch of the 
KIZILAZAN fixty-five times ; one of my company having had the curtofity to count 
them: this river was about thirty feet wide, and two or three feet deep, full of 
_ Tocks and round ftones, and the ftream rapid. After ten hours journey we arrived 
at a defolate caravanferai, where we found nothing but water; we had however 
provided ourfelves at a village on the road, where the inhabitants entertained us 
with great hofpitality : I obferved a tree with a number of rags tied to the branches, 
thefe were fo many charms which pafiengers coming from cHILAN, a province 
Temarkable for agues, had left there, in a fond expeétation of leaving their difeafe 


alfoon the fame fpot. Se 


 - Tre 3rft, we travelled near ten hours without finding any provifion on the road: 

_ 4S we approached the mountains which cover GuiLan, we found the reflection of 
the fun fo ftrong, that it was with difficulty we defended ourfelves again{ft the 
fcorching heat. At length we deféried arszvit, a {mall village, the fight of 
which fupported our drooping fpirits, almoft exhaufted with fatigue and hunger ; 
but we had the mortification to find only one narrow pafs to it, and that was fenced 
up with large fir-trees, and a great bank of earth: we fulpected that the village: 
_ was in a ftate of rebellion, and to force ourfelves into it, might be attended with 
_fome dangerous confequences : however, neceffity filenced our fcruples, and we 
fummoned all our ftrength, to remove the impediment, which coft us no {mall 
labour ; it feems the villagers, out of fear of the suan’s couriers, had made ufe of 
this expedient. | _ | - | 


| Sprinc was already advariced to the fulnefS of its charms. The brightnefs of 
the fky ; the falls of water from the rocks ; the variety of verdure on the different 
trees on the mountains; the lawns and corn-fields, filled the imagination with the’ 
moft pleafing ideas. We had now before us a noble and extenfive profpect, ftu- 
pendous mountains rifing gradually on each’ other, fome of them with their fum- 
mits covered with fnow, whilft others concealed their heads in clouds. In the 
valley appeared many ruined villages ; but the ferpentine channel of the x1z1pa- 
.2AN, with the variety of lawns and woods, formed .a delightful fcene. The courfe 
of this river, which is one of the moft famous in PERSI4, 1s rapid, and the foil ic 
Votre 2. _ _ Aa. : pafies 
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paffes over in many places, tinges its waters with a red colour *... The return of 
pring naturally delights the mind ; to me it afforded fo much the more pleafure, 
as my paft winter had been attended with many circumftances of diftrefs. How 
happy, thought I, might persra be, if a general depravity of manners did not 
snvolve her inhabitants in fuch an inextricable confufion.; but how much more 
happy are thofe countries, whofe government 1s not defpotic, and whofe people are 
infpired with fentiments of virtue and true religion; the only. means of blunting 
the edge of thofe calamities to which human life is fubject. The defolate country 
through which we had travelled for fo many days, made GuiLaw the more ftriking. 
ARZEVIL was bordered, by olive-srees., the walks in their gardens were covered 
with vines, and their frait-trees in bloffom: here were few marks of art, but 
‘nature, with a little induftry, feemed to furnifh all that was needful or pleafant. 


Upon our entrance into the village, we were received with marks of hofpitality ; 
for the peafants knew we fhould pay for what our occafions required ; but they | 
were much alarmed on atcount of the. king’s couriers °, who without pity take, 
and without mercy ride, the horfes of the poor inhabitants. In fact we had noe 
been in the village two hours before Ggae"Gf.chem arrived, who, contrary to the 
ufual cuftom, were armed with mufkets, though‘ia geaeral they wear only fabres : 
their buGnefs was to examine, and take the depofition . of ‘the villagers. concerning 
thirty robbers, who had lately infefted the country, and of whom we had feen .a 
party of five, three days betore. | | 


Tuese couriers wear a white fafh girded from the fhoulders to their waift many 
times round their bodies, by which means they are enabled to ride for many-days 
without great fatigue: they take horfes wherever they can find them, which fre- 
quently are not returned to the owners; they eveh difmount travellers, and often 
Jeave them to walk with their baggage. ‘The injuftice of this behaviour occafions 
their being fometimes repulfed and feverely tréated ; though, ,according to the laws, 
an entire fubmiffion is ‘required, as” they aré employed: forsthe. king’s bufinefs. 
- Poftmafters are fupplied by the king’s-onders with t sty; forty, or fifty horfes, 
according to their appointments; but as the demand is frequently greater than 
they are able to fupply, and the siiau’s allowance very fmall, they are often obliged 
to abfeond, which is a great caufe of the barbarity of the couriers. One of thefe 
poftmafters being challenged upon this account by napir, aniwered in thefe terms: 
© That I have not fupplied your couriers with horfes, is moft certain; becaufe for 
« every ten horfes you provided, you fent me twenty couriers: a man had better 
« die at once, than live to ferve a rafcal;? and immediately he ftabbed himfelf*. 
The sua cried out ‘* thatwas a brave fellow ; fave him:” but it-was too late. 


Waist 1 was in this village I obferved, not without indignation, boys of twenty, 
armed with a military authority, giving blows on the heads of thole, whofe grey 
beards fpoke their age, and the reverence due to it. This fort of treatment was 

practifed 


© Kiziz fignifying red, it is probable this river may be called xizinazawn from fome fuch reafon, 
b Whom the persians call cHOPPARS, | | 


® This is but the fecond inftance that I have known of a PERsran’s being guilty of fuicide. 
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prattifed fometimes for very trifling offences, and frequently for no offence at all : 
nor could I reftrain my own ARMENIAN fervants on many occafions from follow- 
ing this BRAveE example ; till I affured them they fhould receive ten ftrokes for 
one they gave. Having refrefhed ourfelves, we departed in the evening, taking 
our rout over a high mountain, from whence we defcended into a pleafant and 
fruitful valley, and croffing the KIZILAZA®,; we took up our lodging two leagues 
diitance from ARSEVIL, a 


Tue tft of april, we pafiéd through the narrow paths in the mountains which - 
guard the province of cuitan, in view of many pleafant valleys, and travelling 
feven leagues, arrived at cuzDuN ; here we lodged in a very mean caravanferai, 
which we left early the next morning, and arrived happily at resup. 





CHAP XL. 


The author arrives at uANGAROOD, and jinds naval preparations making for an exps- 
dition to BALKHAN. fe 1s vifited.by a MULLAH, with whom he enters inte a con- 
verjation. The MULLAH’S notion of marriage, alfo of temperance, drefs, Fe. An 
account of ihe women, their marriages, domeftic flavery, and fubjeftion in pERsia. 
Thoughts on jealoufy, and marriages in EUROPE compared with thofe of asia. 


FTE R the pleafure of feeing Mr. grown, and my other friends in RESHD, 
__the 4th of april | departed from thence, and arrived early thé next morning 
at LANGAROOD, where I was for the third time, kindly recéived by Mr. e:ron, 
and two of the rrencH- miffionaries, who were then with him. They informed 
me, that all the fhips and veffels on tht persran coat of the caspian, bad beer 
taken into the suan’s fervice, in order to carry provifions to BaLKuaAN 3 the king 
purluing his intention of-erecting a fortification in that place, with a view to keep 
Lhe TURKUMAN TARTARS in awey and by driving them from that advantageous 
retreat, in tome mieaiure prevent their incurfions*.. This affair was fo warmly 
profecuted, that the fhips already laden..at enzeLnuz by the aussran. and ARME- 
NtAN merchants for aSTRACHAN, were threatened to have their cargoes takeh out. 
-Thefe naval preparations were condutted by the admiral MaHomMgD KHAN, Whofe 
ignorance of maritime affairs I have already mentioned: .he was fo little a matter 
of his bufinels, that he did not know the neceffity. af navigating fhips at fome 
diftance from the fhore ; nor that boats, on the other hand, muft coaft ic. Find- 
ing me returned fuccefsfully from the camp, he appeared jealous of my refent- 
ment of his former conduct ; and apprehenfive that the value. of the piftols I had 
prelented him was greater than it really was*; being ignorant alfo how to ufe the | 
crew-barrels, he offered to return them ; to which I had no objefion, 

| | A a2 Poricy 


4 See Chap. XX. 
* He had heard that thofe fent to aL’ kowuLI KHAN were worth one thonfand crowns. 
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Poricy did not require the femblance of refentment on my part; and charity 
feldom warrants the reality of it. A mind fuperior to the injuries we fuffer by 


the weaknefs or wickednefs of others, feems to be the fureft mark of that genero- 


fity of fpiritc which chriftianity requires ; and bids faireft to fecure that tranquillity 


} 


which conftitutes in great meafure our temporal happinefs. If we reflect that men 
generally act like themielves, and are no better than their heads and their hearts 
permit them to be; at the fame. time that this confideration teaches us whom to 
truft in the affairs of the world, it fhould inftruét’ us alfo how to ftife our re- 
fentments ; and to think it our greateit glory to triumph over the pride, that is, 
the weaknefs of human nature. This moft certainly is the leffon, which the 
great law-giver of the curistian world both taught and practifed, 


MAUOMMED KHAN was ordered to match towards asTRABAD with the forces 


under his command. I vifited him to enquire of what was paffing in ASTRABAD ; 


and underfteod that things were yet in the utmoft diforder. He and his family were 
under great affliction, news being come that MIR HASSAN BEG, a general, and one 
of his near relations, was run from the sHan’s camp to the rebels at sHiRass: nor 
were his thoughts Iefs perplexed on account of the difficulties he apprehended in 
the expedition to TURKUMANIA. He pretended to have received orders in rela- 
tion to the decree which the sHAu had granted, for the payment of my lofs at 
ASTRABAD,. and demanded an account of the particulars of it, which I gave him. 


~~ Twas vifited here by a MULLAH, who came in company with SHAHVERDIE BEG,. 


the perfon to whom J was fa much obliged: they then entertained us with feveral 
quotations out of their poets, particularly with regard to the pleafures and miferies 
of life, arifing from the fociety of women; and exprefled themielves upon this 
fubjcct with great delicacy. SHAVERDIE BEG was an admirer of BACCHUS; as 
well as of venus. After other remarks the MULLAH oblerved to me, that tho’ 


their law permitted a plurality of wives, and did not reftrain men in their num- 


ber of concubines ; yet they always confidered him as the moft virtuous man, who 
confined himfelf to one wife, withour any concubine: he intimated his opinion 
at the fame time, that celibacy feemed to be a war againit nature, and was con- 


_ fequently a vice. — Oo . oo. 


+ ‘Tre tendency of the MuLLan’s doctrine was plainly upon the cnristian fcheme, 


Of ONE to onE; and that the flate of marriage is the ftate of nature; confidering 


man is an animal, a rational, a focial, or an accountable being. The practice of 
the MAMOMMEDANS however feems to oppofe all thefe principles, except the firit. 
No man can have a natural right to a plurality of women, becaufe of his furpertor 
weaith and fortune; for if he has rhany, the poor man cannot have one, unlefs we 


’ fuppofe the lives of men to be confiderably fhorter than thofe of women, which ts 


not the cafe ,; neither are there more women born than men, 


Ir has been a fubje&t often difputed, if polygamy tends to the encreafe of man- 
kind. In countries where it is allowed, hardly a fingle woman is to be found after 
the age of fixteen or eighteen ; whercas this is not the cale in CHRISTENDOM: yet 
if marriage among the cHRIsTIANS was fo univerfal as among the MAHOMMEDANS, 

_ | ” | it 
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it'‘may be prefumed the former would ‘have’ the advantage, if they have it not as 
the cafe now ftands; becaufe a defect in nature in one man, could render only 
one woman infertile; whereas among the polygamitts it renders many fo. There 
are other reafons in favor of the chriftians, arifing from the freedom {0 natural to 
mankind even from their infancy, which MaHOMMEDAN Women and children do 
net enjoy. Add to this, the plagues, wars, cruelties, and-famines which happen 
among the latter, more than In cHRrisrenpom: but if it is prefumed that it will 
not make any difference in the religion or politics of either, it is a matter of no 
great moment which has the advantage. a | 


On ty four wives for life are efteemed honorable in persia ; and though men 
of fortune have generally more women, the reft are held as concubines. The 
notion of their marrying their fifters has been long exploded. . Before. marriage 
the woman is examined in regard to her perfon by the mether, or other relation 
of the man; as the man is by the parents or friends of the woman. A. report 
being made, the woman’s parents demand the price, which being paid, the judge 4, 
or, where there is none, the prieft >, having received notice that the parties are 
ready, marries them, oftentimes without their having ever feen each other. The 
PERSIANS may marry fora month, or any time agreed upon between the parties, 
in the prefence of the pricft, and feparate when the time is expired ; but the wo- - 
man muft not marry again immediately, unlefs fhe is certain of not being with 
chid. If fhe is pregnant, the man is obliged to fupport her for a year; and if 
the child is a male, it is his: if a female, hers, But marriage does not give 
them any liberty ; for the women, to all appearance, are confidered as little more 
than fervile creatures formed for the pleafure and indulgence of their lord. 


Happy were it for the cxRIst1an world if women were more generally taught 
from the earlieft time of life, that rebellion againft hufbands in ruRopE js at leaft 
a8 great a crime as aSIATIC tyranny over wives; and the thoughts of the latter 
mult neceffarily make them fhudder. The medium may be found in fome coun- 
tries ©; but the extreme is apt to prevail. Women are not often taught the doctrine 
of fubordination otherwife than by cuftom ; which they fometimes call, and much 
oftner think, an arbitrary invafion of their rights: the underftanding and the heart 
ought to fub{cribe to this do¢trine, in order to eftablith this rule of conduct upon | 
a iolid bafis.. Thus women might more generally comprehend, that fubordination 
is neceflary to the very being of government ; that the pre-eminence which men 
enjoy, confifts chiefly in a fuperior toil; that whether a man has the mind of an. 
angel, or a brute, ftill the centle paffions, and a fubmiffive conduct of a wife, 
mutt eftablifh her power in the heart of her hufbg&d more permanently than all the 
arts of pride and rebellion ; thus it muft be if fhe means to poffeis his affections : 
and if fhe does not mean it, he has the greater reafon to maintain that fuperiority. 
with which nature has invefted him. And as providence has appointed man the 
guardian and protector of woman, he ought therefore to be the chief object of her 
love! notin an abftracted fpeculation, but in a manner fuitable to the great ends, 
of providence, - : | 


To 


8 Kazzi. > Murpau, © Perhaps as much in ENGLAND as any where. 
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To enter deep into this argument, is not my purpofe ; I only mean to recom- 
mend an obfervance of the wife difpofitions of providence, and to fhew how re- 
-ciprocal the happinefs of mankind, as focial beings, mult necefiarily be, as well 
from the make of the human mind, as from the neceffities to which our condition 
is fubjected. But there is one particular which I think ought never to be forgotten : 
the fenfible part of mankind are ever lamenting the great want of friendthip in 

the world: they form high ideas of the charms of it: they purfue it with anxious 
defires: but how few have virtue enough to enjoy it; and of thofe few, how {mall 
is the number of fuch as are fo fortunate to find their equals, mifomuch that it has 
been emphatically faid, ** there are as many kings as friends.” It is a common 
obfervation, that men excel women in friendfhip, as women do men in love: it is 
certain the firft depends moft on the underftanding, the lait on the affections, bur 
‘it would not be any fubjeét of wonder, confidering the modern polite education of 
EUROPEAN women, if they were deficient in both: to the former at leaft greac 
difcernment, as well as goodnefs of heart are effentially neceflary: however, as this 
amounts to no more than opinion, I may declare mine; that if there are not many 
friendfhips in the wedded ftate, there are yet fewer in any other ; confequently thofe 
who are adventurers for a friend, ought to rua the rifque of marriage, if they can 
fo temper their paffions with judgment, as to difcern the difference between love 
‘and friendfhip, and make a happy mixture of both. - | | a 


- Mawnginp are in many refpects the famein all countries; but the MAHOMMEDANS 
certainly deviate from the laws of Gop and nature, by an arbitrary invafion of the 
picuts of one half of the fodcies. Tella MAHOMMEDAN, that EUROPEAN women 
are permitted to walk abroad with their faces uncovered, to fee, and to {peak ta 
men: he cries with aftonifhment! ‘* Flow is it poffible that the CHRISTHANS can. 
«t fuffer fuch an abue 2?” It is very eafy to imagine that he has no notion of a pRiN- 
‘crpLe arifing from education and religion. Talk to him of making wives the 

guardians ot their own honour, with fome prudent reftrictions, as women may be - 
differently circumftanced: he fays, ‘¢ Alas! women are the fame in all countries; 
s6 if this conduct was permitted among us, inftead of a plurality of. wives, what 
© fecurity could we have in the property of one? I thank my ftars that I was born 
- 6 a MAHOMMEDAN.” In the heht which they fee things, this opinion is very con- 

fiftent, but they forget, that their women would have a jufter reafon to, blefs their 
stars, had they been born CHRISTIANS, at leaft in countries where they enjoy one 
- common liberty with the men. | | 


_” Women‘in Asra may fometimes live in harmony in the HaRram: their lord 
may have a fecurity in the poftfion of their perfons: kind treatment may even 
~ engage their hearts, but not upon folid principles. We often fee cuftom and habit 
prevail over nature ; but can a woman who loves a man, bear a competition for his 
“diftinguifhed regard, without fuffering the corroding pains of jealoufy ? 


Tue joys of an European hufband, who underftands his religion as acHRISTIAN, 


-. and his obligations as a focial being, are certainly founded in reafon and nature. 


. But’ to abate the triumphs of their boafted fuperiority “over the MAHOMMEDANS, 
“Jet us confider the number whofe lives are rendered unpleafant,; how few are com- 


to | pletely 
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pletely happy, and how miany miferable by “the methods eftablithed in EvRopr - 
in the marriage-ftate, Thele evils feem to arife chiedy from one capital error, - 
_ which men are apt to fall into. Our paffions are as effential a part of our nature as. 
our reafon; and women, with fome difference of objedts, are equally fubjeét to them: 
with men, Where an apsuap EpucaTtion does not make their vanity preponde- 
tate, love will ever prove the ruling paffion in a woman’s breaft ; it will tin@ure all. 
her thoughts, and give a bias to every part of her condu@; nor is this her crime, 
but her virtue and felicity, the order of providence, and the wife deftination of 
nature. ‘The great fecret of life then, is to find a proper object for that paffion: 
the hufband mutt be himfelf the lover, if he means to be beloved: by the con- 
_ fiftency of his own condu& he mutt infpire his. wife with true notions of happi- 
nefs, that is, with fentiments of true virtue and religion; and thus he may preferve 
inviolate in the highelt fenfe, the exclufive property to which he is intitled. 


| Bur there is a great difference between a manly rational love, and a paffionate. 
fondnefs. The efteem which women of fentiment ufually have for men, -rifes or 
falls in proportion to the opinion. they have of their wifdom; but the effeminate 
fervilities of a doating fondnefs bid fair to bring on that fatiety or contempt 
which he is moft folicitous to prevent. However ftrong the paffion of fovercignty 
may be in the breaft of fome women, the man who renounces his fuperiority, 
will for that reafon, become an object of her contempt. A mafculine tendernefs, 
and politenefs of manners, are the beft means of tying the bands of wedlock, 
and -making them graceful, honourable, and productive of folid happinefs ; 
towards women of diftinguifhed beauty, becaufe they are moft in danger, and always 
think themfelves moft entitled to regard: to her who is ‘not beautiful, becaufe this 
‘diftinction, if fhe has any ingenuoufnefs of nature, will infpire her heart with a reci- 
procal love; and as it muft. flatter her opinion of her own merit, will give a proof 
ofthe tafte and underftanding of her hufband. Thus in either cafe, he will re- 
ceive the flrongeft fecurity of her fidelity, and the beft earneft of a mutual felicity. 
Marriage, upon the curistran {cheme, is undoubtedly well calculated for the hap- 
pinefs of mankind. All conditions have their peculiar calamities; bur I am 
perfuaded that moft of the miferies which are imputed to that ftate, are really. 
owing to the abufe of it; for we ought to remember, that the man or woman, 
who is a fool before marriage, will not be changed by a miracle ; but if there is 
good fenfe on either fide, this may be a natural means of their becoming wife. 


Tare is an utopian fcheme which promifes well; but perhaps it.is calculated 
only for uropia: it is indeed too good for the prefent age. I do not mean that of 
buying wives, as they doin persia, but to take them without dowry, The inhe- 
ritance of the female, when fhe firft marries fhould revert to the male heir of a fa- 
mily. ‘Fhis fcheme is not the worfe becaufe it will ftartle a rich maid bred up in 
the iplendor of a court. Human nature would be the fame; MEN WOULD MARRY: 
the defire of happinefs would be the fame, anD MEN WOULD MARRY THE SOONER, 
becaufe they might rationally promife themfelves MoRE happinefs_ than experience 
can now ordinarily juftify. In proportion to THEIR felicity would roar of .cheir 
wives necellarily be. Morz men would marry, becaule they would follow reafon 
pe IAA Dehew AN ™” and 
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and nature more, without being perplexed with the defires of gratifications, founded 
in avarice or vanity : and as “‘ no marriage would be made without love, fewer loves 
‘< would follow without marriage.” Virtue, and confequently happinefs amongtt 
women, would be cultivated; becaufe they would have only their beauty and ac- 
complifhments to infpire the breaft of men. This fcheme would alfo inforce fihal 
piety and duty to parents: children would draw this bleffing on their heads; for 
it would create a ftronger connexion by the dependance which they would have on 
their parents, who in cafes of unfortunate marriages, might the better be relieved ; 
whereas parents, by the large dowries now given, are generally incapable of giving 
more; and their affections often become’ cold, by theig not being fhewn that. re- 
{pect from married children, which they would naturally receive under the ftronger 
influence of intereft = * OC of 
Tuts defign might. indeed be the worfe fer the rich, who have neither beauty, 
virtue, fenfe, or any accomplifhment, except their gilding, but the number of 
thefe, which I hope is not large at prefent, would then be very {mall. As to the 
variety of opinions among men concerning: female charms, they would be. more 
free and genuine, becaufe unbiafled By-any 


: : any conliceration foreign to nature: and if 
one woman was by this fcheme exe 7 from: Marriage, ven would find hufbands, 





het 





who now languifh through life in a wretched cefhacy ; ‘wemmen.in general are there- 
fore interefted to confent to this propofat. The riches’ of the worki-would’ be nci- 
ther more or lefs than they are now: the ricHTs of a wife in a free country would 
not be abridged, except the RicHTs of independency in point of fortune; and 
what would they lofe by this, when itis well known, that from hence arifes the 
notion of a feparate intereft, which may be purfued wHen ano How they pleafe ; 
and the frequent confequence of this-opinion is nothing lefs than misery to both 
hufband and wife, as fome thoufands I believe are ready to atteft. | 

— Wuatever may be the confequence of too much liberty in EUROPE ; in ASIA, at 
jeaft in. that part of it which is the fubject of thefe.remarkss the women are the ab- 
ject flaves-of mens-appetites,-beilig but litle tergoved From: proftitutes : and with 
regard to thé-men,’ their pleafares: cannot pe: uch deeper than their fenfes. It is 
not difcoverable from the manner in which they treat the fubject, and as little from 
the nature of their correfpondence with women, that there dre many traces of 
friendfhip mixed with love; confequently few partnerfhips in the cares or calami- 
ties of life; and as to the pleafures and amufements of it, they are neceffarily con- 
fined within. very narrow bounds. . But for the greater fecurity of their property in 
their wives, the only one which napir feemed to have any regard to, on his com- 
ing to the crown he publifhed.an ordinance, which made it prefent death for any 
perfon whomfoever, who fhould attempt to corrupt another min’s wife, or forci- 
bly take a married woman from her hufband, for which reafon thofe who have 
beautiful daughters give them in marriage very young, that they may not be ex- 
pofed to any violence. In the reign of mussein, men of great diftinction were 
wont to feize upon what women they pleafed, whether married or fingle: but as 
waptR himfelf was a ftrict obferver of the law jett mentioned, very few perfons 
had the boldnefs to violate it in his time. . 


THE 
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Tue women of Guitan are very induftrious: the commion fort are often feen 
abroad without veils, planting rice, and performing other offices of agriculture : 
and within doors they are employed in {pinning and working in different manufac- 
tures: but women of {Uperior quality work very little, if ac all, QUINTUS cUR- 
TIUS Mentions ALEXANDER’S. fending to parius’s mother feveral pieces of. purple, 
and other rich veftures, which he hhad received from macrpon ; that if the manu- 
facture pleafed her, fhe might caufe her grand-children to be taught how to make 
them for their diverfion, This, as the hiftorian reprefents, was refented as a great 
indignity, it being efteemed mean ‘and difhonorable for ladies in persra to work 
in wool. ALEXANDER excufed him&lf as being ignorant of their cuftoms, alledo- 
ing that his fifter had worked the robe in which he was arrayed, The persian . 
fadies are ftill of that opinions nor is this furprizing, if we confider that in 
EUROPE, where induftry is reckoned a principal virtue, there are many wainen, 
whofe birth, fortune, and’ beauty, might challenge the higheft attention, who 
chufe to be ignorant of the effential duties of life? rather than ofthe vain ceremo- 
‘nies and amuféments of irs se | 


THE women in GHILAN are fair, their eyes and hair black : but here, as in other 
places, theysoften ufe a drug with which. they blacken their eyes: they appear at 
leaft to have received a tincture from it, but it leaves a blacknefs on’ the eye-lids :. 
they efteem large eyes, infomuch that as a figure to exprefs the higheft idea of the 
beauty of a woman, the-females of paradife are reprefented with prodigious large 
eyes.. In this province their features are finall ; thofe, as well as their ftature, 
partaking much of the penrcats. But in general the GEORGIANS are moft 
efteemed for the charms of their tperfons. Their children are bred up in the ar- 
RAM, and like the porrucurse and jews, are very handfome when young: but 
the males foon change their countenance. The females who do not labour in the 
held, are feldom feen abroad, except in a morning before the fun rifes, and then they 
are covered with veils, which reach down-to their feet. When they travel on 
horieback, every lady of diftinGtion is not only veiled, but has generally a fervant, 
who runs or rides before*her to clear the way; and on fuch occafions thé men, even 


in the market-places, always turn their backs till the women are pait, it being 
thought the higheft ill manners.to look at them: but this awful refpect is but a 
proof of the flavery in which they are. doomed to live. ‘The care which they take | 
to conceal their faces, to avoid the imputation of acting indelicately, and contrary 
to cultom, has made fo ftrong an’ impre HOR On them, that I was told of a woman, 
who being accidentally furprized in bathing, fhewed her whole perfon except her 
face; to hide which, all her folicitude was employed. —_ * 


fu notion which the perstans have imbibed concerning the female world, 
prevents their being involved in the diftreffes of love, fuch as lofing their fenfes 
or the fake of a woman, though they are betrayed into many improprietics of 
conduct on this account, Jealouly, which generally prevails in the warmeitt ch- 
mates, 1s not unknown to the heart of a persian: the nearer approach to the fun, 
may affect MAHOMMEDANS as well as CHRISTIANS 5 but as in the politer countries 
of CHRISTENDOM, women are generally confidered, in moft refpeéts, upon an 
equality with men; and in rersra, as much inferior to them ; there muft confe. 

You... Bb quently 
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quently be among CHRISTIANS a greater regard to conjugal love. The differenc 
in religions, as well as in the cuftoms and manners of countries, will hardly admit 
a comparifon ; but as jealoufy fometimes occafions the infidelity of women in 
EUROPE, it is always a fafeguard to them in asra, where they are never conitituted 
the guardians of their own honor. | , 


We find cuftom has a great influence on the manners of mankind im all coun- 
tries. In France there is a more liberal indulgence of women than in ENGLAND $ 
and yet, contrary to this rule, I believe it is beyond difpute that eneLisH wives 
greatly exceed the FRENCH in chaltiry; nor in faying this do I fo much depreciate 
the women of that nation, as afcribe: tHe natural effect to the caufe ; for the fuperior 
excellence of our religion makes a ftronger-hold , whift the cuftom of rrance, 
and genius of the people with regard to their gatety, is a temptation , for though 
chaftity, and great vivacity of fpirit, are things very confiftent, yet the latter is, in 
its nature, apt to deceive the guards who watch the avenues to the heart, and 
to flatter them into a perfuafion, that there is no danger near; whereas a. more 
ferious turn of mind creates an awe, and keeps the enemy ata diftance. On the 
other hand, im porTuGAL, and. other countries in the fouth of EvRopz, where 
‘jealoufy:abounds moft, and where. the: teafl canfidence is repofed in women, there 
is moft incontinence ; fo that it is hard to fayy swhetier-jealoulfy has tended moft 
to this immorality; or this immorality eftablifhed ‘jealoufy,..se:a. kind of national 
vice. This paffion, which feems to have its foundation partly in conftitution, mutt 
arife alfo from indifcreet engagements, from whence proceed thofe fad apprehenfions 
of being unamiable to the- object beloved: but it is natural to conclude, in mofk 
cafes, that the. more vicious men are, the more they fufpect others ; and confequently 
are themfelves the more fubjeXt to alarms. | : 


N ow that I am fallen upon fo delicate a fubyeCt, I camnot help remarking, that 
although men of fentiment are very cautious of acknowledging, that this paffion 
has in the Jeaft.tinctured their minds, nor is ie in the nature of things, that they 
can. be ingenuous-in. confeffions of this fort » yes: 4-believe there. ave very few men. 


without a degree of it. The. aged, the-p oud, the-timerems, and the tender, are 
perhaps the moft fufceptible-of this pafiion, where there are any circumitances in the 
object beloved, to awaken it; but afhamed as. men ufually are in this inftance, 
the queftion is, if jealoufy is not a natural paffion of the mind, as a compound 
of pride, love, hope, and fear; and if it may, by a fkilful direction, anfwer {e- 
veral of the great ends of providence, as well as the other paffions from whence 
I fuppofe jealoufy to be derived? What the fatal effects of the excefs of every 
paffion are, the hiftory of the world can furnifh us- with inftances innumerable, 
Pride, love, fear, kill a thoufand different ways, entirely unobierved by. the- gene- 
raliry of men, whilft one defperate act of jealoufy is entered upon record, and 
tranfmitted to future generations. 


Ir we confider jealoufy as a paffion diftin& from all others, and that it may be 
employed to good purpofes; the poifon of it will in a great meafure evaporate ; 
for every paffion was certainly given us for wife ends. I believe there are ngt many 
men, and perhaps: fewer.women, who having endeavoured to pals through lite 
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with innocence, are not without fingilar obligations to this paflion ; I mean, with 
regard to THEMSELVES, as that which has conftantly waited on them, like a cuardian - 
angel, to protect them in their fidelity to their own principles; for if jealoufy is a. 
natural paffion, its influence neceffarily extends to OURSELVES, though in common 
life we do not often make oursexves. the objects’ of it*. This principle being 
granted, how often might it have guarded the honour of families, and prevented - 
that diftrefs in which we have feen them involved. There is a vulgar notion pre- 
vails amoneft women, fuch at leaft who are not very wile, as well as thofe who are 
not very virtuous, that fufpicion is a great provocation to infidelity: whereas 
jealoufy, though it implies a diffidence, may be only fuch as is founded in a general 
knowledge of human nature; or a great infirmity of mind; and though it is often 
a proof of pride, it can hardly exift without love; but a woman might, with the 
fame propriety, beat out her hufband’s brains, becaufe his head achs, as be uns 
faithful to him, becaufe he is jealous; for it can by no means alter the nature of her 
obligations. On the other hand, it is a duty in men to remember that this paffion, 
if indulged, is an indignity to a woman, and does fometiines bring on the very evil 
itis employed to prevent. : | 7 | 


_ In countries where women are confidered as equally entitled to the privileges of 
human nature, and are not only exempt from the fervile fubjections of the gas‘, 
but’ enjoy the honour of being ‘free, as well as the liberty of being virtuous, they 
can hardly be devoid of fentiment: and it muft neceffarily follow, that in pros — 
portion as a woman loves a man, the will avoid what is injurious to his peace + 
whilft Hz, confcious of this ficknels of mind, will be equally watchful that it 
fhall not-offend her: and thus, by a fkilful management, thew very frailties may. 
be converted into a bleffing, and exhibit a thoufand latent virtues, which, for want 
of trial, might never have been called forth. , | ee 

Tuave coniidered jealoufy in a different licht from that im which it is generally _ 
fhewn; but mankind are agreed, that all the fweets of ‘Jove are no counterpoife 
for the bitter pangs of this corroding pafion: and that men are as highly inter- 
efted not to inftru€ themfelves in the art of felf-torment, as not to teach their 
wives an evil leffon. It may be alfo remarked, that jealoufy, abftracted from all 
regards to women; as in acquaintance, friendfhip, and the intercourfe of the 
world at large, fhews itfelf moft in the weakeft men; though all men of TENDER 
‘MINDS are extremely fufceptible of it. Pride is generally its companion, and fear. 
its guide; forrow and vexation of {pirit fupport its banners, and it leads us into 
the paths of mifery. This is the cafe when we fuffer it to get the afcendency 
“but when fubfervient to the ends of life, itis, I think, productive of the good I 
have pointed out. a : | : 


To return to my converfation with the MULLAH, from whence thefe refleGtions 
took their rife, he afforded me yet farther occafion for moralizing. He obferved 
that I did not eat nor drink any thing that was offered me, and being himfelf a 


| - | 4 VALE- 
* This is ufing the term jealoufy for fufpicion and diffidence ; but it muft be remembred that this term 
ts warrantable, as when a man is. JEALOUS Of his honour; which, though a figurative expreflion, is 
very eppolite to this opinion. | | OO OT 
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VALETUDINARIAN, he afked the reafon of my abftinence: I told him, ‘* It isa 
‘© ¢ommon faying in EUROPE, that a man is a fool, or his own phyfician by the 
«© age of forty ; 1 want many years of that period; yet my conititution has given 
‘« me great experience how tottering thefe fabrics of our bodies are.” dere it may 
be obferved, that an impatience of certain foods, and other gratifications, is fome- 
times as prevalent in men of infirm conftitutions, as in others. Mr. pope, by 
what he fays of himfelf, has fet this matter in a clear light.; and happy are thofe 
who can truly apply it to themfelves: ‘“* My youth,” fays this author, as well as I 
remember, ** has dealt fairly and honeftly by me; and, by early. intimations of 
“¢ mortality, checked my career, and prevented many injurious, and perhaps cri- 
«< minal excefles into which my paffions might have betrayed me.” The muLLan 
exprefled his approbation of the proverbial faying I have quoted, arraigned man- 
kind,: and condemned himfelf in particular, for want of that common attention to 
health, without which, he obferved, it is next to impoffible for fome men to pats 
through life exempt from pain; and befides the mifery and perturbations of mind. 
which it creates, it alfo difqualifies us for the affairs of the world. | 
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‘¢ apparel ? there ought to be an oniforfa y THE SG 

for his admonition, and replied ; “* In things I do not ‘find tiyarieas-in: their confe- 
I mutt confefs to you my philofophy does admit of forme indulgence of this kind: 
veral eminent philofophers in EURorE have recommended the garb to be rather 

one will expofe him to contempt. This is no where more true’-than in your 

6 life, or even ftrength of reafon alone, will not purchafe much efteem-; we may, 

‘© are apt to confider how things ought to be, rather than how they are.” The 


Ws now changed our fubjeG ;-and-he faid with an ingenuous freedom: “ How. 
<¢ comes it that you, who are abftemious«inggour food, are not of a piece in your | 
ity in a manstandudt.” I thanked him 

4 quences, it feems to me a kind of duty to conform to the.cuftom of ‘thofe with 
‘© whom we affociate. You may impute as much as you pleafe to vanity; but 

different occafions, and the different kinds of people with whom we affociate, 

mutt, in fome meafure, determine in what manner a man ought to drefs. Se- 

above, than below a man’s fortune, in which I prefume they allude to certain 
«© ranks in life: a good coat will often procure a man admittance, where a bad 
‘© country, of which I have already had a painfulexperience ‘and fince the world 
% in general is governed chiefly by outward. appearances; and that innocence of 
‘¢ T think, accommodate ourfelves to the world in things which are indifferent in 
© their nature, whatever may be urged by thofe philofophers and divines, who 
MULLAH fhook his head, and:acknowledged the application of the argument with 
regard tO PERSIA. . : oo - 


1 £ 


I wan indeed been tanght on féveral occafidns, how neceffary-externals were in 
that country, as well to prevent being treated infolently, as to. purchale that re-. 
fpect, which is of great ufe to. the-good conduét of bufinefs. In trading nations, 
where the fuppofed pecuniary worth of men conftitutes the greateft part of the 
refpect paid them, cloaths are Iefs effential ; but as thefe externals among others, 
are material diftinctions of an affluent fortune; even in fuch nations, fome ref{pect 
will be ever_paid to a man’s coat; particularly among the young, the gay, or the 
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female world, ‘which conftitute a very great part of mankind; and that part which: 
hie is No philofopher who defpifes. | | | 7 


Witu regard to motives of policy and cuftom, this notion had carried our fac- 
tors in the fouth of PERsta much farther than us who came from the cold regions. 
af Russia: they had theit gold cAALLEANS, rich SHASHES, running footmen, led 
horfes, &c. Their drefs was. PERSIAN, except the hat and wig, and their gar- 
ments for parade were lined. with sapLes. Swan suLTAN HUSSEIN gave then: 
a noble palace and fine gardens ; and once, at a public entertainment made for. 
this prince, the factors fpread the ground with fcarlet-cloth for him to walk On. 
from the royal palace to their own, and afterwards gave the cloth to the foldiers. 
This conduct was in’ fome inftances political among fo oftentatious a people as the: 
PERSIANS, and no doubt had its good effedts; and the trade, whilit it was in a. 
flourifhing condition, might poffibly fupport a confiderable expeace : but the inva- 
fion of the arcuans no longer.permitted the continuance of it, and-other pruden-: 
tial reafons now reftrain. th Je fadtors ‘in a very great meafure. Mr. exron how- 
ever thought it becoming the rank he bore in his mafter’s fervice, to have four: 
running footinen to attend him; his adjutant was gallantly mounted, and carried: 
a light fowling-piece at the head of the cavalcade: the rear was brought up by the 
CAALLEAN bearer on horfeback,. who carried a YAKTAN ? with provifions, outward. 
garments, and the like: but cannot fay, this fhadow.of a precarious pomp was. 
any addition to my pléafure, becaufe I knew his appointments of two thaufand five 
hundred crowns * a year were not equal to it. CO 

THE converfation of the MULLAH gave occafion.to many other reflexions ;. but 
thofe already mentioned exceed-the bounds I have prefcribed to myfelf in this work. .. 





The author detained in expectation of tbe ‘arrival of captain WOODROOFE. Defcription.- 
/ENHE month of apri. being now almoft expired, I. grew till more impatient, 
" to fee captain woopRoorE, intending to go.to. ASTRABAD by fea. Mr. EL Ton: 
endeavoured to render my hours as pleafant as fo wretched a place as LANGAROOD. 
could make them, and obliged me often with the ufe of the fine horfe which the 
SHAH had given. him. . | a 


I wow fent a fecond courier to NASEER Ac A, to inform him-in what Gtuation I. 
was, and that I determined to go by land, if the fhip did not arrive_in two or three 
: ae days..: 

* Leather pannier. 


> This was the falary allowed by wa‘bir sHaun, to which he added an occafional prefent or two of five - 
Hundred crowns, and VERY LARGE promifes, which probably would.not have produced any. thin oe 
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days: Providence feemed to order-things apparently for the beft: the heavy op-_ 
preffions which had induced the people of astRagpap to rebel, and the dreadful 

confequences of that rebellion, could not but draw commiferation. But my fenti- 

ments of their fufferings afforded me no affurance of their regard to juftice, much | 
Jefs-of their forbearance to injure me in the profecution of my bufinefs, if they — 
had an opportunity of doing ix. During my fay in GHiLan many of the re~ 
hels were removed by death, whom my prefence could not have faved, and their 
adherents being the more humbled, were probably the lefs difpofed to acts of violence, 
» The feveral journies which I made in GHILAN afforded me an opportunity of mak- .. 
ing fome remarks on that province: and my leifure allowed me time to commit - 
fem fO Writing, | 


“Girt. Aw is covered on one fide by a mountain, nearly in form of a crefcent; and 
what adds much to its beauty is the abundance of timber, and other wood, and 
the feveral romantic fcenes which the various face of the earth affords. At the foot 
of the mountain to the eaftward, near the bay, is a hot bath, the water of which 
43 of a yellowith colour, and much efteemed for its medicinal qualities, The fe- 
veral pafles into Guitan areall very difficult; the narrow pafs which leads to it from 
the eaft through asTRABAD and MAZANDERAN, and from the weft by LENGER KuU- 
NAN, are not much inferior to that of prLE-RUBAR, already mentioned. From hence 
it arofe, that the kings of persia have ever found it very difficult to keep the inha- 
bitants of the fouthern coaft of the casprawn in fubjection, and ftill more to reduce . 
them when they have once rebelled: wapir feemed to make it a maxim, never to 
sep any troops on this coaft. — ne | _ | 


‘Resup, the chief city in critan, about twenty years ago was furrounded by a 
thick wood, which rendered.it extremely unwholfome ; infomuch that the ar ME-. 
nrans, who came from TuRKEY to buy filk, ufually ftopped a day’s journey fhort 

of this place, and fent their fervants into the city. But the Russians no fooner 
- poffefied this beft part of the province, than they cleared the ground for near fifteen. 

‘miles to the fouthward, and a profpect is now opened which 1s bounded only by the. 
 jnountains: thefe are very loity, their tops “being generally covered with {now 
through the whole year. The air of cuiran, though admirably adapted to the 
cultivation of raw filk and rice, of which no province has fuch plenty, is far from 
being healthful; the fudden changes of it are productive of agues, efpecially to thofe 
who are carelefs in their cloathing. The numerous marfhes occafioned by, the inun- 
«ations of the casp1an, the rice- fields often laid under water, and the vicinity of thé 
- mountains which are covered with wood, all contribute to hurt the air, efpecially 
when the heat of the fun is violent, and confequently the exhalations ftrong. ‘There: 
are frogs and gnats innumerable, nor are {piders lefs abundant: the extreme moitt- 
ure of the earth breeds infects even in their houfes, whilft the air is fo productive of 
uft, that even the work of a watch can with difficulty be preferved. The inhabitants _ 
of the province obferve, that women, mules, and poultry enjoy health, when all 
other animals pine away with ficknefs; from whence it may be concluded, that the 
confinement of the women contributes to their prefervation. June, july, and auguit, 
are their moft unhealthy months: in october, november, and december, they have 
generally heavy rains. In the year 1741, aa incredible quantity of inow fell, infor 
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much that the people of resHp had no Coiminication with each other for fome 
days, but from their houle-tops, which however are not very lofty: they even af- 
fured me that the {now was, in fome places; to the depth of feven yards, ) 


Tuey enjoy here a\lotig fpring : their lawns and meadows are ftrewed with Bow-. 
ers, and the bufhes with honey-fuckles, fweet-briars, and rofes. The foil is ex«. 
ceeding fertile, producing fome hemp and hops, and almoft every kind of fruie 
without culture; for befides oranges, lemons, peaches, and pomegranates, here 
are abundance of grapes, the vines fupporting themfelves on the trees, and prow-. 
ing wild in the mountains ‘with great luxurianey ; fo that a confiderable- part of 

this province is quite a paradife, notwithftanding the many great inconveniences: — 
which attend it. Their grapes, for want of cultivation, are not of the mof excel- 
lent kind, nor will they make tolerable wine, without a mixture of raifins from. 
the fouthern parts of the empire; but thefe fermented together produce very good 
wine, Their other fruits are not reckoned wholefome, efpecially to foreigners ; 
the peaches and figs, in particular, partake much of the pernicious moifture which 
_ predominates in the lower parts of the province. Guruan is alfo remarkable for 

producing great quantities of box. wood, for which camels have an extreme fond- 
nefs, though it is their immediate death if they eat of it; for this reafon there arel- 
few or no camels brought into this province, their caravans conlifling of horfes, 
. mules, and cows +, | | 


| ‘Tuere are feveral rivers and inlets on the coaft of cuHitaw that abound in fith «. 
the moft remarkable in the river of LanGARoop, are pike, carp, a ipecies of cod, 
and an oily fifh called corroome, much cfteemed by the perstans; the head of it 
refembles that of a mullet, but the colour, fins, and icales are like thofe of a carp, 
There is another fifh found in moft of the rivers and inlets on the rERSIAN coaft,. 
and alfo in the vorca, but never feen at fea: it is called soomx, the head is very. 
large, and has the neareit refemblance to that of a dog-fith, but the colour ‘and. 
thape of the body is likea cod; it has no feales, but from the navel to the. tail; 
there runs a foft fin on the belly, as well as the back : this fith, as I have been told, 
is very ravenous, and devours like a fhark, though it has no teeth; the fleth of ig 
when boiled is extremely foft, and is never eaten bythe Persians, 


* Thefe carry burtherts like othes animals, 
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Besrpes Mr. torrus, who had been with me in the camp, and-on whonr:T de- 
pended as an interpreter, ] took alfo MaTTguse, the old anmzntan, who was with 
me when the rebellion broke out. We were fix perfons well armed, and manom- 
MED KHAN had promifed to furnifh us with a convoy of fifty foldiers, if neceiTary 5 
for fome of the inhabitants of MAZANDERAN, as well as ASTRABAD, had been in the 
rebellion, and knowing upon what bufinefs we were going, and that part of the 
money ourit be levied on them or their relations, it was not unreafonable to appre- - 
hend, that they would make no fcruple to obftructour journey, if they had a favour: 
_ able opportunity. | ) 


Tue firft evening we were benighted and loft in a wood : we had fucceffively pro- 
cured feveral guides ; but they all ran from us, apprehending we fhould treat thern 
injurioufly. In this perplexity we made towards a houfe, where we faw a light, but 
found the entrance barricadeed with trees: we ufed fome entreaties to perfuade the 
mafter of it to conduct us to RupIzaR ; but as we could not make any impreffion on 
him, we broke into his houfe, and tying a rope to one of his arms, compelled him 
to conduct us.. However unwarrantable this conduét may appear, it was quite 
agreeable to the practice of prrsra in fuch cafes, and now feemed abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, efpecially as we meant no harm; on the contrary, after the man had con- 
ducted us to RuDIzAR, he was handfomely paid for his trouble. a _ 


Tue 2d, we faw a fhip in the offing’, upon which we ftopt at a little village in 
- the mountains, and fent an exprefs to Lancaroop ; but receiving anfwer the next 
day, that this fhip was not captain woopRooFe’s, we proceeded on our journey 
without any more flattering expectations. Travelling about fix leagues, we foon 
entered the province of MAZANDERAN, the weather being extremely delightful. 
Two of the carriers of my baggage through fear, or fome worfe caufe, left us and 
_.their loads in a very abrupt manner. The 4th, my horfes and mules -being at 
_patture, were vifited by a wolf of very extraordinary fize, of which there are num- 
* bers in thefe mountains ; being driven off by the guard which was fet for fuch pur- 
pofes, this animal contented himfelf with killing a cow. In the morning we fet 
out early, and came up with a detachment of fifty foldiers, the commander of 
which very courteoufly offered his fervice to convoy.us. | : 


J opserven that fome of. the lower parts of MAZANDERAN very mach refemble . 
‘ GHILAN; but they are not fo clofely encircled by mountains, and the air is more free 
and pure, This province alfo abounds in water, of which many ftreams iffue from 
the {prings in the mountains ; but the rice-fields require a plentiful diftribution of it, 
They tell a ftory of an inhabitant of the low-lands, who being afked the length of 
the province, anfwered, * Toot up to the waift,” the word Toon in pERsic figni- 
fies length ; but, in the dialect of the province, mud. In the time of ALEXANDER 
the creat thefe people were called Marpi, and the antient name of the province 
of MAZANDERAN Was MARGIANA, This country is as fruitful as GHILAN, and 
much more healthful; in fact, the inhabitants are ftronger and more robuft, It 
produces great quantities of cotton, which are fent in large boats to the market at 
oo | ; re | RESHD, 
Sea term for a fhip which appears on a coat. - - _ 
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nesuD, from whence part of it is carried into RUSSIA; and this is the only pro~ 
vince in the north of persia that produccs fugar. an 


Tus day we arrived at KIRCULLT, a little village near the fea-fhore, where we 
met with a courier from’ MAHOMMED KHAN, with an open letter, requiring the. 
commander of the fifty men to march along the coaft, and feize all the boats fer 
the suHan’s fervice. This order was conducted with fo little fecrecy, that befides 
the letter being open, it was delivered by miftake to my interpreter. The peafants | 
and boatmen, having had previous notice,” concealed in the creeks the few boats 
that were on the coait, The ufual method, in fuch cafes, is to oblige the elders to 
make report in writing of what boats belong to the village ; and if they are difco- 
vered to conceal any, they are feverely fined. I prefented the commander of the 
fifty men with cloth for a coat, and obtained a detatchment of ten of his foldiers: 
for our convoy. | SF oe 


Tue earth having been refrefhed with heavy fhowers of rain, we made two ftages, 
and travelled-eleven hours. As we advanced deeper into the province, the villa- 
gers grew more infolent, infomuch that one of them feized the commander of 
my ten men by his throat. It is very dangerous to come to extremities with 
thefe peafants, whofe numbers and refolution enable them to contend: for if they 
beat or. diftrefs any one, they are often called to an account in fuch a manner, thaty. 
of the two evils, they think murder the leaft, in hopes. it may prevent enquiry ; or 
at worft, they can hide themfelves in their mountains. The houfe affigned for my 
lodging was inhabited by women and children, to whofe intreaties it was my 
duty to fubmit, though contrary to cuftom in fuch cafes; I therefore pitched my. 

‘tent. Night drawing on, we difcovered ourfelves to be in a very bad neighbour- 
hood; the villagers here had appeared in arms in the late rebellion, and formed 
a Gefign of attacking MAHOMMED KHAN, 4s he retired before the TURKUMANS3 
their fituation being fuch, that ten men might have defeated the kHan, and his 
whole party. Thefe people now imagining us to be extremely rich, would nor 
be perfuaded that our brafs buttons were not gold: their chief boafted of his 
“great dexterity in the ufe of fire-arms, as a fpecimen of which he killed a {mall 
bird on a lofty tree with a fingle ball. ‘The villagers being now alarmed with ap- 
prehenfions, that my convoy had orders to apprehend them, took to their arms, 
and retired, refufing to fupply the foldiers with any provifions ; however I pro- 

_cured food for them, upon condition that they, together with fome of my own peo- 

ple, fhould remain under arms during the night. The inhabitants in the neigh- 
_. bouring mountains were alfo no lefs difaffeéted-; and feveral horfemmen came into the 
village during the night, but finding us on our gtiard, they feigned excufes for 
their unfeafonable motions, and retired. SO Sn 
Tue 6th, the dangerous fituation in which I had flept, produced an equal fatis- 
-faétion on my departure. By feven in the morning the fun was extremely hot I 

-obferved that the PERSIANS are not cautious of the impreffions of the fun jn any 
degree equal to the portucutse ; for the latt feldom travel without ‘a cloak and 

umbrello, they alfo ufe fcull-caps of paper, or a cabbage-leaf under their hats , 

lere the common people only guard the crown ‘of the head, which is often bare in 

OT other 


3 


Chip. XLIL «= LANGAROOD TO ASTRABAD. 199 


other parts, with a filk-quilted feull cap, The intenfe action of the fun, even in 
more moderate climates, 1 conceive to be injurious beyond the common attention 
of phyficians, efpeciaily to feveri{a conftitutions ; and that the evils arifing from 
‘+ are oftentimes not traced to their real caufe. About nine, we took fhelecr in a 
wood, and pitched our tents, determining to travel only in the evenings or at night. 
The 7th, we travelled five leagues: on tne road we met feveral peafants returning 
home with rice, which the san had caufed to be diftribured among them ; and we 
underftood likewife they were excufed from taxes, wnich they couLpD NOT pay. 
Early the next morning we ftruck our tents; the foldiers, contrary to their en- 
gagement, having left us in the night to take care of ourfelves, 


As we approached towards AMUL, the country appeared fill more pleafant : 
this city is fituated in a plain at the foot of that part of mount TauRUS, where 
the PERSIANS fay ALEXANDER encamped, and refrethed his army: it is watered 
by a river, over which there is a fumptuous bridge of twelve arches. ‘They have a 
tradition that if, any governor or commander pais over it on horleback, he will 
‘foon be deprived of his office, if not of his life; and that whoever would not be 
purfued by ill fortune, ought to walk over it: this however is certain, that al- 
though the ftream is rapid, and the water foul, the perstans generally ford it: and 
as I did not chufe to be regarded as a perfon exciuded from the ccmmon bounties - 
of heaven, I thoughe proper to comply fo far as_to lead my horfe, and walk over 
the bridge. Here we found the’ ruins of an old fortrets, which had been very. 
ftrong and regular, beyond any I faw in persia : the walls were of brick, and. 
of great thicknefs ; they fay it has been repaired every two hundred years fince | 
the time of the original foundation, {aid to be four thoufand years ago ; but 
this unluckily happens to be before the deluge, according to our accounts. Ir is 
certain however, that this is one of the cities of the anticnt PERSIANS, and much 
efteemed for its fituation by the fovereigns of this country. Here is a palace built 
qvith ftone, which the famous sHAH ABAS often made his refidence: it has two 
{tories which command a pleafant profpect, and is well contrived for coolneis and. 
conveniency. ‘I'he garden is remarkable for the fize and height of its cyprus-trees, 


In this city I met a writer in the fervice of ManoMMED KHAN, who received 
ine with great civility, and exprefled much concern that he was ignorant of my 
circumftances, when I was in his company retiring before the rurKuMans. He 
‘sformed us, that sapoc aca, and his TARTARs, when they came into this place, 
~ were not above an hundred and fifty in number, but as his mafter the KHAN had only 
fixty fighting men with him, they would certainly have attacked us, if rhe townfmen 
‘of amuL had not magnified our ftrength, pretending that we had received a reine 
forcement from sHIRVAN, ‘** We were afraid,” faid he, not only of the TAR- 
‘+ pars, butof the inhabitants of the province, who were ripe for a revolt, Sapoc 
aga demanded money and provifion of this city, and, to give a greater imprel- 
‘ fon of the force of the rebel-army, he required alfo no lefs than fifty thoufand 
‘ pair of horfe-fhoes. “As foon as the townfimen thought that MAHCMMED KEAN 
‘was marched out of danger, they affured sapoc aca they fhould make no 
‘ difficulty in ferving him, provided he toox MAHOMMED KHAN prifoner. The 
«© rebels-accordingly purfued the kHan; but after a few days, news arriving 
“from KHORASAN Of the defeat of MAHOMMED HASSAN, and the main body 
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. of the rebel army ; thefe people prepared to give saboc aGa a warnt reception, 
* in café he fhould return this way. Several of his party took to the mountains, 
but fxty of them came here, of which half were rurKuMaANs: many of thefe 
‘ fought very gallantly, twelve were killed on the {pot, and eighteen taken prifo- 
€¢ ners, and put to death. The thirty kHajars furrendered-themielves, and having 
‘ been deprived of their fight by order of the sian, are now in this city.” | 


Tue fecretary, having given me this information concerning the fare of thofe 
rafh men, invited me to hear his mufic, of which one inftrument refeambled a flute, 
another a kettle-drum, a third a guitar; an old man and two boys at the fame 
time fung and danced. 1t muft-be ‘noted, that neither of thefe accomplifhments 
are taught, except to perfons who hire themfelves for this purpofe ; in others they 
sre confidered as mean and ignoble: Here ¥ obferved the fame kind of move- 
ments as in PORTUGAL; and it is probable that the PorTUGUEZE brought thefe 
dances from this country, as before the conqueft of ormus they had an intimate 
connexion with the Persians. The boys meved- their heads, legs, and arms at 
the fume time, in a very extravagant manner: the writer however acknowledged 
the entertainment was not the moft perfect of its-kind: he then fent for a prieff, 
remarkable as a good finger; this nian -raeg-his8. voice to a‘ degree of amazemetit, 
his quavers were mixed with a very harfh gufturaly and:the dittortions of his vifage 
fuch, as rather created horror than delight; nor was their-inftramental -aiufic lets 
ungrateful to my ear. : a 


Tur people of amuL, as in many other parts of this coaft, begin in may to re- 
tire into the neiehbouring mountains, where they live in tents, and enjoy cool 
breezes, delightful fhades, plenty of fruits, the moft delicious water, with an ex- 
tenfive profpect of a fine country below’ them. Near this place are mines well 
fornifhed with iron oar, where the snag had his chief foundery for his cannon, 
ball, and bomb-fhells, as alfo forges for horfe-fhoes : and fuppofing the PERSIAN 
marine would fucceed, they intended alfo to make .anchors. - “They have ‘plenty of 
sice and wheat, and alfo printed cottons, in. which articles they trade with the neigh- 
bouring provinces, 9 


Tue oth, in the evening, we l¢ft amu, and travelled threugh a delightful 
country till two in the morning, when, after refting ourfelves in tents,- we departed 
for BALFRUSH, the capital of the province. My firft enquiry was .concerning the 
conduét of the rebels when J left thesplace in february laft, and. I received the fol- 
lowing account. The townfmen, apprehenfive of the cruelty of the ruRKUMANS, 
or little concerned about their loyalty to NapIR sHan, fubmitted very quietly to 
‘sapoc AGA. When he went in ‘purfuit of MAHOMMED KHAN, ‘he appointed 
ISMALL BEG, a perfon of fome diftinction, as their governor, but without leaving 
him any forces. Upon the news of the defeat of the rebels, their governor was 
feized, and holes being cut in his flefh, they fet lighted candies into them; in this 
barbarous manner they led him about the .market-place naked, till with lofs, of 
blood he expired. | | - 


Ir we confider a people univerfally alienated from their fovereion, and yet exer- 
cifing fuch horrid cruelues for what they efteemed no crime; it can be reconciled 
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only by habit, and a cuftom of infenfibility, Joined to the terrors of this tyrant’s 
power, which thus conjured up. fo many millions of diabolical {pirits to torment 
and deftroy each other. | , 


Tue rith, 1 viGted MAROMMED KHAN, whofe houfe was a few miles from the 
city, in a delightful fituation. There was nothing grand about it; but the 
adjacent woods and rivulets gave it an air of fimplicity, and afforded more plea- 
{ure than the moft furnptuous palace, where we fee only finifhed ftrokes of art. In 
the area before his houfe were drawn up under arms one hundred and fifty men, 
in two double lines. I alighted, according to cuttom, fome yards diftance trom 
the houfe, and bowing with my hand on my breaft, advanced towards him: the 
KHAN was feated in his arvan, and received me with great exprceffions of kind- 
nefs: as a more convincing pracf of his regard, he releafed a man who was tied, 
and condemned to be beaten; telling me that he did it for my fake, and to do me 
honor. I made bim a prefent.ef fome fine cloth and a cafe of choice drame, 
of. which this irreligious: MaHOMMEDAN was immoderately fond. ‘He told me I 
mut be his gnoft, with many affurances that a proper and fuficient guard fhould 
be provided to attend us to asrRaeap; which province he faid was entirely ruined 
by the rebellion, and the fatat confequences of it; defiring for my own fake, that 
I would make as fhort a ftay im that city as poffible. He-obferved further, that 
BEHpUD KHAN the king’s general, was a very worthy man, but loved prefents ; 
and that this general, as well as the others at asTRABAD, were ordered by the king 
on an expedition to BALKHAN. — 7 oe 

As I had confented to take up my lodgings with him that night, he ordered poul- 
try and fheep to be killed, meaning to fhew me fo much favor, as to wipe off tle 
ftains his reptitation had fuffered by his ill treatment of me before; for he now 
pretended. chat he was then entirely ignorant of my condition, or he had certainly 
provided me with a fufficient number of horfes, and all things neceffary for my 
journey. At dinner we had very little converfation; for it is not the cultom cf 
the perstans, on that occafien, to talk much; nor did the ignorance of the KHAN 
admit of his making many pertinent enquiries. As he was defirous to do me plea- 
fure, he fent for his dancers and mufic, with which I was tormented the whole even- 
ing, my nerves‘being too weak to bear fo much noife as was made by eight in- 
ftruments and three fingers: and here it may be worth obferving, that though an 
EUROPEAN ear cannot be reconciled to their take in mufic, yet ours is agreeable to 
them. When they had performed their bufinefs, the dancing-men prefented me an 
orange, which -was a civil way of demanding payment for their trouble. After 
dinner the KHAN invited me to drink brandy with him ; upon my refufal he expref- 
fed preat furprize, that I being an EvRopEAN and a cHRIsTIAN, did not delight 
in {pirituous liquors. As foon as I retired, he and his companions could not refift 
making trial of the {trong waters I had prefented him: their ufual way 1s for each 
perfon to fet a plate of fweet-meats before him, and drink their liquor in. tea cups 
till they are drunk, which is generally effected in a very fhort time. 


THE next morning we vifited the monument of the KHAN’s favorite wife, whe 
had been lately buried in a wood near his houfe. There was an epitaph, not. 
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differing much from the EUROPEAN manner the author, accoading to the com- 
mon fente of in ankind, compared life to a flower that blofigms in the fpring, and: 
in the fummer appears in the full luftre of its beauty, bur im autuinn be egins to 


wither and decline ; and, when winter. comes on, every guit of wind blows it to 
the ground, where it lays and rots, . 


-Berorg I took my leave ‘of th ¢ KHAN, f deGred he would telk me def finitively 
what number of men he would give me for a guard : ‘he replied, as many as I 
pleated : ut I fsen found, chat five men mult be the number as far as KOLEBAWD, 


trom’ whence only, he faid, there was any danger, and that there I might obtain 
any number of foldiers. 
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The author's fourney through MAZANDERAN. A fbort defcription of SHAH ABAS’S’ 
caufeway, and of the antient temple of the worfhippérs of fire s-as alfo of the famous 
Palace of é ASHREFF. Pyramids of human beads at the entrance a ASTRABAD. 


N the rgth of may, I difpatched a courier to Mr. ELTON, to inform him of 

what had paffed in relation to the king’s bufinefs, and the intended expedition 
to BALKHAN, for which captain woopROOFE was required to be the leading fhip ; 
by. the fame courier I informed him. concerning the buffaloes, which he required to: 
be fent from asrrapap to draw timber: T'was informed that thefe animals are yer’ 
_ftronger than oxen; but if provoked, are dangerous and intractable: they ,are_ 
ery hg in their contitution, and Gelignt, much J in water and marfhy g grounds. | 


‘Leaving BALFRUSH, we travelled three leagues through a delightful conntry to: 
UALLEABAD, where is a-palace of mean appearance, | but pleafantly fituated, The 
.moft important and ufefal monument of antiquity in this country Is the caufeway 
built by saw apas the Great, about the beginning of the Jatt century, which- 
runs from KESKaAR, in the fouth-weft corner of the caspian, by ASTRABAD I. 
the fouth-eaft corner, and feveral leagues yet farther, being in all near three hun- 
dred enciisa miles. During this period it has hardly been ever repaired ; it’ mult 
be obferved however, that few or no wheel-carriages are in ufe in this country, fo 
that the pavement is yet preferved in many places very perfect: in fome parts it 
ais above twenty yards broad,. being raifed in the middle with ditches qn éach f de ; 
. there are many bridges upon it, under. which water is conveyed to the rice-fields ; 
bur thefe are made level, and do not interrupt the profpect. . From aLLuapap to 
sari there are fome perfpectives: from fouth-weft to north- eaft, for above a league 
together, bordered on each fide by a thick wood, whofe luxuriant branches ‘afford 
a deliohtful fhelter to travellers. There are alfo many avenues into meadows and 
‘fice- fields, which variegate the profpect, and delight the imagination, 
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Tue inhabitants at sar were in a very miferable condition, complaining loud- 
ly of the king, and. no leis of sapoc aca, and his TURKUMAN TARTARS, who 
had been with them for fome days, on the occafion of their incurfion into ma- 
-ZANDERAN.. Flere we learnt, that four thoufand men from the king’s camp were 
arrived at HAZAR-JaReEB, and that a body of forces, levied im this province, 
.were ordered to take poffeffion of all the avenues,.to prevent the inhabitants from 
running away: thus the condition of the people being rendered more defperate, 
thofe who had appeared in arms againft the king were become the more dangerous | 
totravellers. © 7 a 


Sart was built -by the antient pErs1ans; there are yet four temples of the: 
GEBRES, Or worlhippers of fire,-who formerly inhabited all this coaft: it feemed 
inconfiltent, that the Persians fuffered thefe temples. to remain. unmolefted, after- 
the abolition of a religion, which they now efteem grofsly idolatrous : bur they are 
made of the moft durable materials. . Thefe edifices are rotundas, of about thirty. 
‘feet diameter, ‘raifed in height to a point near one hundred and twenty feet.- Of 
the.religion of thefe people, I fhall have occafion to fay more, when. 1 come to. 
peak of the everlafting fire at Baku. - | | 


Tue 14th, we continued our rout through a moft delightful country to asHREFF ! 
here the caufe-way was much decayed. Suan apas delighted greatly in the 
fouthern coait of the caspran, and particularly in MazaNnDrRAN 3 he built a lodge: 
every two leagues for his refrefhment in travelling ; many of thefe buildings were-’ 
‘yet habitable. “Lhe cuftom of the persrans forbids any fubjecéts to fit in the- 
palaces of their kings, whether they are abfent, or not ; but this ceremony by no means. 
fuited us who were fatigued, . From one of thefe buildings we had a fair view of. 
the .preat mountain pemoan, on which "the persrans fay the ark refted, whilft- 
the: ARMENIANS alcribe this honour to mount aRARAT, which is alfo vifiblein clear 
_ weather on the weftern coaft of the caspran, if what was fhewn me as fuch, is. 


the real ararat, becaufe the diftance feems to be rather.too great. | 


In the afternoon we arrived at asurxerr, where with difficulty we obtained lodg- 
ings; My ARMENIAN fervants attempted to beat the peafants, and compel them. 
to procure quarters, though they had no better authority for it, than what was. 
derived’ from their being armed. The prrstans have been now fo long accuitomed. 
‘to this’ kind of feverity, that I hardly obferved a fingle inftance of that private- 
refentment and revenge fo common amongft chriftians, particularly in the fouth. 
‘of EUROPE, ee - 


In this place is a celebrated palace built by sHau aras, far exceeding any on the- 
“whole coaft of the cAspian fea. Over the gate which forms the entrance, dre: 
the arms of persia, being a lion with the fun rifing behind ir, alluding to the - 
flreneth and glory of the perstan monarchy. Within this. gate is a Jong avenue,. 
‘on each fide of which are thirty apartments intended for a royal guard: the. next: 
‘gate in front Opens into’a garden, in the middle of which is a chaancl made with. 
ffone, about three feet wide, and one deep : “in this channel runs-a ftream of water, 
— oe waigls; 
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which has four falls of about an ell high, thirty yards diftance from each other, 
each having a fmall bafon and fountain : thefe falls muft have a fine effect; for on 
the fide near the ftream, holes are cut to fix candles at equal diftances, to the num- 
her of about a thoufand: at the head of thefe is alirge flone bafon, about fix feet 
deep. In the building there is near this bafon a fumptuous aivan, painted with 

old flowers on a blue ground, very well executed : here are alfo feveral portraits, 
which feem to have been done by a HOLLANDER, bur no mafterly hand. Onthe - 
fides of the alvan are feveral {mall apartments, and behind this building are three 
other falls of water, which pour down from the fide of a fteep mountain covered 
with wood, oe : 


Tse garden confifts chiefly in walks, bordered with very large pines, orange, 
and other fruit-trees difperfed in beds, with ftreams of water running between them. 
From thence we were carried into another garden much in the fame tafte, in which 
flood the HARRAM: there was no body in it; yet being the womens apartment, it 
was confidered as facred, and we were not permitted to go into it. Before it is a 
large bafon of water, and afquare with marble benches at each corner; a fycamour 
of prodigious fizé in the center, fhaded the whole with its extended branches : 
here were alfo cafcades in the fame manner as related in the other garden. From 
thence we were conducted to a banqueting-houfe, .which was dedicated to a orand- 
fon of aL1; out of refpect to this place we were required to leave our {words 
at the door. The folemnity with which we were conducted, ftrueck “ime with 
a kind of religious awe; but this was foon changed into contempt; for | was 
furprized to find the room adorned with paintings, fuch as could pleafe only 
a voluptuous MAHOMMEDAN. Flere were alfo portraits of sHam aBas the 
fr{t and fecond, and of fome other perfons, all by an EUROPEAN hand, but 
meanly. performed. It had no furniture but rich carpets, which were: then piled 
into great heaps. 7 | 


-_ We were now fhewn a fourth houfe and garden, m which was the {pring that 
“gave water to the greateft part of the whole: in this was..a ftately dome, whofe 
top was indifferently well painted, and. the walls were coveted “with puTcx les as 
high as the gallery. At fome diftance from this, on an eminence, is a {mall building, 
which feemed to be intended for an obfervatory. The whole comimands a view 
of a very fine country, the caspian fea being about five miles diftance: the vici- 
nity of the mountains on the back of this palace, the numerous cafcades, and the © 
mufic of the birds, gave me many pleafing ideas: but the unhappy fituation of the 
people flill returned to my thoughts, and blunted the edge- of that pleafure which 
I might have otherwife enjoyed. | 


Tue rzth, we left asurerr, and travelled four leagues to KOLEBAWD ; through 
this village runs a ftream of water, which parts the provinces of MAZANDERAN 
and AStTRABAD. Upon the road we met a courier with a letter from HAHDGEE 
MYRZA MAHOMMED, to acquaint me that his eftate had been feized upon, his fons 
obliged to fly, himfelf imprifoned, and in great danger of being put to death : he 
therefore befought I would haften my journey, and ufe my interefk to fave his life. 
MAHOMMED KEAN had affured me, that in this village I might procure a guard 
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to ASTRABAD Of any number of men; but, according to the ordinary uncertainty 
of fuch affurances in persra, no guard at all could be found, for the peafants, 
not liking their fituation, had deferted the village: what added to this difappoint- 
ment was, that befides the robbers which were in the adjacent mountains, the - 
ocuRTJOY pirates had made a defcent at this place.a few days before, and mur- - 
dered feveral people, after plundering their houfes,.. We were fourteen in number, - 
well armed, and determined to defend ourfelves : the houfe ia which we took up 
our lodging had been plundered by the rurkumawns and kuayars during the late 
rebellion, but, upon the reverfe of their fortune, the owner had received his own 
goods again, with the charge of other effects. | | | 


* Havine fpent the night with a watchful uneafinefs, the next day we went for- 
wards for ASTRABAD, pafling by feveral detachments of armed villagers, who had 
thrown up an intrenchment fortified with palifadoes ; they were ordered to examine 
pafiengers, and keep the road free. As we approached to asTRABAD, we met 
deveral armed horfemen carrying home the peafants whofe eyes had been-put out, 
the blood yet running down their faces. Near the entrance of the city on each 
fide was a pyramid built of ftone whitened over, and made full of nitches ; thefe 
pyramids were about fixteen or twenty feet diameter at the bafis, rifing pradually- 
into a point to near forty feet; at the top of each was a fingle head. This being 
towards the clofe of the execution, the greateft part of the mtches were filled with — 
human heads, of which feveral had beards, and being fet a little proje@ting, added. 

to the horor of this object. J had been fourteen days on my journey from Lan- 
GARoop, and found the neareft computation of the diftance to be about two hun- 

dred and fifty ENGLISH miles, 
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and had the command of that detachment which was fent into MAZANDERAN. Fie 
had alfo a principal fhare in taking my caravan of cloth, and infulting me Dy his 
jells. Emir KHAN his father was in fuch great favor with the king, that the fon 
might have been pardoned for his fake ; but EMIR KHAN, fearing his interpofition 
might involve himfelf in part of his fon’s difgrace, declared to the suau, that if 
<apoc aca had been really his fon, it was not poffible he fhould have rebelled *. 
‘This young man was taken prifoner In MAZANDERAN, and brought before the go- 
vernor of that province, who bid him ‘be patient, and confider his condition as a 
« picture of the world, fometimes to ride, and fometimes to carry the faddle,” 
alluding to a {tory of one of their prophets, whofe horfe died under him, Sapoc 
aca being fent prifoner to ASTRABAD, had his beard cut off, his face was rub- 
‘bed with dirt, and his eyes were cut out, He was a youth of more than common 
vivacity, and when [ faw him laft, was richly dreffed, well armed, and full of 
mirth, Alas! the fcene was now changed, his garb was mean, and his eyes <le- 
prived of their light: he drooped his head, and his voice was changed. The ge- 
neral afked him concerning my goods, and told him he muft pay for them: to 
which he anfwered, “All that I now. of his merchandize is, that they were taken 
‘6 by MAHGMMED Hassan, afd by him diftributed to his people. Would to cop 
< that MAHOMMED HASSAN, arid his ‘whole “houfe, had been buried deep in the 
‘ earth ere I had heard of his name. And How can I‘pay for the goods ? I have 
¢ nothing left but this mean garb which you fee upon my back: indeed this is 
: fufficient ; you have already deprived me of my fight, and of what “ufe‘is life to 
«6 me?? This he exprefled in pathetic terms, and with that emotion which is na- 
tural to a daring fpirit, though in the deepeft diftrefs, but upon his faying thefe 
words, the general ordered him to be ftruck a-crofs the mouth to filence him ; 
which was done with fuch violence, that the blood iffued forth. 


» 


a) 


Sapoc aca being removed, HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED Was brought, with 
a collar and log, in the manner already related of the other prifoners. 1 might now 
have faid, How wisz you ARE! as he told me when | faw him lait; bur there ne- 
ver canbe a proper time to infalt the wretched. Perhaps, in ftrict juftice, | oughe 
not to have put any glofs upon this man’s perfidious conduct : but in mercy, which 
feemed to be moft wanted there, I was filent, and took my leave abruptly, having 
my heart too full co fuffer this fort of entertainment. 


From thence I went to MAMOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, to whontI alfo made a pre- 
fent; this perfon has been already mentioned as father of him who was the governor 
of ASTRABAD at the time of the rebellion. “The Kaw had been charged with the 
murder of sHan T&#HMaS, and probably was glad to perpetrate this crime, fearing 
this prince’s reftoration, in cafe NADIR had died in his expedition to rnp1a: this 
old man was however in the greateft confidence with the king, and honoured with 
the pompous title of, “the high and mighty minifter of minifters, partner of a 
** kingdom, and nearelt to the throne; MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, lord of lords 
‘© of ASTRABAD.” Ele received me with great politenels, affuring me in the ftrongeit 


terms, 


2 This is a common-place compliment to oriental tyrants, and has been often proflituted to the dif- 
grace of humanity, 
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terms, that he would not leave the place till my bufinefs was done agreeable to 
the sHAn’s orders: “* The king, added he, ‘* has fhewn great favor and kindnefs 
‘‘ {0 GEMAL BEG and you: you are the king’s guefts, and therefore ought to be 
‘* mine: and you are now to confider BrHBUD KHAN and myfelf as friends. I 
‘* am charged with a particular commiffion for the king to fee the rebels punithed: _ 
¢ J muft do that for which I know I fhall be damned; fo the king will have it. 
"« know the people here hate me, and have fhewn the height of their refentment - 
“« but I am amazed they were deaf to the entreaties of NaSEER AGA, a man with- 
** out guile, who could have no intention but to preferve them. How firange it is 
that a King, whom all the princes of the earth revere, fhould not be obeyed by 
his own people! what could thefe rebels be fo mad to think? But whatever they 
thought, how could they anfwer plundering you? Well! to-morrow is a day of 
blood, and I will make them pay you, though I pull the money out of their 
throats.” | , —— 
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My fituation was not fo unhappy as to induce me thank him for his bloody in- 
tentions ; for though thefe unhappy men had been rafh toa degree of madnefs, and 
had acted as if they meant to devote themfelves to ruin; yet to oppofe fuch exe- 
crable tyranny wanted only more force and wifdom to flamp their action with a 
mark of glory. Nor could I behold without horror a man, whom a blind obedt- 
ence to his prince, could induce to fhake hands with everlafting perdition ; or fo 
I underftood the extraordinary declaration he had made. It is not improbable but 
the great fhare he had in murdering sHan T&umas, the laft of their lawful kings, 
might new come frefh into his memory, and help to draw from him this confeffion. 
Itold the kuan, that I apprehended great part of the money which ought to be 
paid to me, was already recovered; he acknowledged that it was, but had been 
appropriated to the king’s ule ; adding, that I fhould foon be paid: upon which 
I took. my leave of him. 


I covtnp not help reflecting on thefe unhappy men, who fuffered the deprivation 
of their fight: although this muft be confeffed a great calamity, according to the 
common fenie of mankind; yet we find fome inftances of men*, whofe internal 
fight has been exaited by it much beyond what they might have otherwife enjoyed. » 
The persrans fubmit patiently to the difpenfation of providence in this inftance : 
few of them are initructed in the arts of. contemplative life, and yet they feem to 
arrive at a certain tranquility, as it were by cuftom and natural difpofition. It is 
probable that blind men are the more fincerely reconciled to the thoughts of death, 
and have jo far an advantage: the darknefs in which they are involved, may 
make them long to break the chains of mortality, and bring them to the fight of 
the intellectual world. ‘The persrans regard blind. men as. dead, apprehending no 
mifchief from them; for when they are incapable of a¢tiyg, in perfon, they think 
their couniel cannot be of great confequence. 


{Hap now a favorable opportunity of enquiring into the more fecret caufes of 
this rebellion, belides the obvious motives of robbing the king’s treafure, and my 
caravan; and alfo in what manner they conducted themfelves after I Jeft them. 

| : FAaTey 
4 HoMER, MILTON, Lucas, and others, 
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FATEY ALI KHAN, the father of MAHOMMED HASSAN 2, I have obferved, had fome 
years before been put to ceath by NapIR, as I fhall more particularly relate in the 
hiftory of this great ufurper. This created a ftrong jealoufy in MAHOMMED 
“Hassan, that the late governor of asrRABAD” meant to deftroy him alfo: for he- 
knew the governor was entirely in the king's intereft, and this increafed his fear. 
Sapoc AGA, and MAHOMMED KHAN BEG, Who were but-a remove from boys, 
pleafed with the hopes of a little plunder, and puffed up with military pride, fell” 
into the fame opinicn; befides this, MAHOMMED HASSAN had been in. corre- 
fpondence with the pretender RADE, whom the rurKs efpoufed, and in whofe 
behalf he had lately appeared in arms in sHIRVAN, at the head of a body of 
’ eenen thoufand PERSIANS and Lesczes, and cut out great work for the king’s 
forces. ‘Chofe rebel-troops had been entirely defeated fome months before, which, 
had there been the leaft wifdom among the confpirators at asTRABAD, mult have 
_ prevented MAHOMMED HASSAN BEG, and his followers, from appearing in arms. 
"Weak and unexperienced as this young man was, to engage in fo daring an enter- 

prize, he flattered himfelf into a belief that what he wifhed would . happen, 
though he did not difceyn by what means: he knew indeed that the king had ne 
forces in MAZANDERAN Nor GHILAN, and but a fmall body in the parts of KHoRA- 
SAN hear ASTRABAD. ° Thus circumftanced he bribed into his alliance one thoufand 
TURKUMANS, all cavalry; and between force and perfuafion, he induced. two 
thoufand people of the province, and the adjacent mountains, who were moftly in- 
fantry, to, fhare in his fortune. . The people of this province are called KHAJARS, 
and are fome of the remains of the antient Bacrrians‘, fo much difltinguifhed 
for their treachery, as well as courage, by antient hiftorians: they were not many 
years ago eight or ten thoufand in number ;. they have often ‘plundered great towns, 
and feveral times repulfed the forces of the former kings, enriching themfelves: by. 


fpou. 


Wuen the governor and NaSEER AGA fled, the evening before the rebels took the 
city, they went feveral days journey into KHORASAN, where they found -BEHBUD — 
xHan, with the command of one thoufand five hundred of the king’s beft cavalry 5 
but it was not till waszeR aca challenged the courage and loyalty of this KHAN, 
that he confented to march againft a force, which he apprehended would be 
much fuperior to his own: and indeed a fingular providence ‘intervened, or this 
body of troops had met an entire defeat. When the armies were’ near each other, 
vone of the KHAysAR officers, who had been forced into the rebel army, went fecretly. 
to BEHBUD KHAN, and told him, if he would give quarter to him, and his compa- 
ny, he would bring them all over-to the king’s party. This being accordingly pro- 
smiled, the officer fecretly reprefented to his men the impoffibility of fupporting 
themfelves, magnifying the number of the king’s troops, which he pretended were 
marching upon their gar, as well as front. The two armies being come to an 
-engagement a few days journey to the eaftward of asTRABAD; at the firft onfet 
the rebels killed fifty men of the king’s troops, and made the whole body give 

; | _ : way: 
® The rebel chief. » The fon of MAHOMMED. HUSSEIN KHAN above-mentioned, and a 
‘creature of NADIR. : _ : To : : 


_ © Some include kHoRasan, and other parts of independent TARTARY, in the antient BacTR1A, but: 
it probably included the province of asTRABAD, . 
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way: this advantage however was not followed, the rebels being moftly infantry : 

the kHajar officer above-mentioned, and his company, turning the muflels of their 
mufkets-down, now rode over to the King’s troops ;- this gave fucly a fhock. to the 
KHAJARS, not knowing whom to truit, that they ave way in their tlirn: the 
TURKUMANS, who hitherto were only fpectators, and perhaps never intended to act, 
except to plunder the camp of the vanquithed, left the field... The purfuit, and 
flaughter of the rebels enfued, and many of them fell, M AHOMMED FASSAN BEG, 
with about one hundred Kuajars only, and almoft every TURKUMANyeot fafe into: 
the deferts, where poverty, and want of water, fecured them trom a purfuit; but 
made their condition amongft thofe barbarians hardly to be preferred toodesth. 
Befides thefe, about one hundred fled to SHIRAS, to join the rebels there, and -nedr 
the fame number went to pasyLon; but the BasHa of that place put collars of 
wood about their necks, and fent them to wapir’s camp mounted-on affes. The 
king thanked the Basua; but defired their-arms and harfes might allo be reftored. 

-» Napir’s forces marched immediately to asTRABAD, where they brought the ’ 
news of their own victory, and fecuring both the gares of the city, hemmed in | 
feveral of the principal perfons ‘concerned in the rebellion, amongft whom was the 
governor BABA SADOC. The great humanity and regard, which I experienced 
from this man, gave me the greater fenfibility of his misfortune, when I heard shat 
his eyes were cut out; and after fome days of pain, he was beheaded, and quartered, 
and the parts of his body expoted in different places in the city. 
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"Tue number of men who had been cut off, having made women very cheap, 


and the diftraction of the times, as I have obferved, preventing the diftin¢tion of | 


CHRISTIAN and MAHOMMEDAN, I could not reftrain my ARMENIAN fervants: in 


paft times fuch commerce in persta would have been attended with fatal confes | 


quences. £4 woman of no mean quality and beauty came to my houfe, imploring 
protection : I knew not by what authority I could make my houfe an afylum, other- 
wife than te permit her to remain with me, if fhe was not required to be delivered 
up; befides, as things were circumftanced, I could not engage to guard her honor 
from any one, except mylelf; however, I gave a itrict charge concerning her, 
that no law of hofpitality might be violated, though the lady fhould be indifferent 
upon this article, 0 | 


-ContinuaL demands beine: made on me for prefents of the fraginents of cloth 


which had been delivered to me, I found no other expedient to preferve them,,than 


to pack them up, and fend them on board captain woopRooFE’s fhip,, The 28th,.. 


the two KHANS were in great debate, in conlequence of which fitteen muLL AHS 


*, 


were fet at liberty, and the wives and concubines of the Kia JARS, who had -nei- 


ther youth nor beauty to induce thefe chiefs to keep them for themfelves, were: ; 


fent into KHORASAN. The 29th, the foragers came galloping into the.city, with 
notice that the TURKUMANs had defeated an advanced guard of one hundred and 
fifty men, and were marching towards the city. The general penpup Kaan, with 
equal giddinefs and intrepidity mounted his horfe, and rode out of the CRY, as 
if he meant to repulfe them with his own hands; his foldiers followed in a con- 
fufed and precipitate manner: and now I Jearnt that their ‘force, which they had. 
reprefented as three thoufand, by the detachments they had made, was reduced to 
eight hundred fighting men: the enemy foon retired, and the general and his 
troops returned. The next day both the kHans, with all their forces, went to the 
banks of the KorGaN, two leagues north-eaft of the city, where they had a parley 


with the TURKUMANS, intending to prevent any further hottilities, till they fhould: 


know the iffte of the embafly. 


THE impatience which I expreffed for the recovery of the money I was entitled 
to, produced a-difcovery that MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had flattered the general, 


into a. confent of appropriating the further fums which had been collected to the 
ufe of the sHan’s general at HARAR-JERIB: indeed the exigencies of the ftate 


; greatly exceeded all the poffible collections which could be made. The 3d of. 


june, I found my health began to decline for want of exercife, My fituation was 


very difagreeable, for it was dangerous to go abroad even in the city, except when | 


I vifited the KaANns : I complained to waszzR aca of the trifling payments which 


_ had been hitherto made me; obferving that the KHANs had indeed dflured me I: 
Should be paid foon :.Sir, faid he, I will tell you a ftory ; ** A certain man de-' 
‘* manded of his debtor the fum due to him ; the debtor affured him, that the next’ 
‘« day the money fhould be paid. On the morrow the man returned: but, to his’ 
‘““-preat furprize, was informed that the debtor was gone abroad; however he 
“‘ went after him, and finding him feated in a crofs-way, began to expoftulate,. 


“and remind him of his. promife’ ‘Fhe debtor then {poke in thefe terms: Sir, 
** it is.my full intention.to pay you; and Lam feated here for that very purpofe : 
| “for 
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‘© fer a large flock of fheep will pafs by here to-day; fome of their wool will 
_«¢ certainly remain on thefe bufhes, F will pick ie up, and carry It home to my 

“ wife, who will drefs and prepare it; when that is done, | will make it into 
‘“ carpets, and as foon as I can fell them, I will difcharge. my debe.” I was ex- 
tremely pleafed with the old man’s humour; but this ftory was too eafy to under- 
ftand, to afford me any other fatisfaction. I had already made confiderable pre-” 
fents, and purpofed to make more as foon as I apprehended they could produce 
any effect; but as yet it appeared to be in vain. 


MaHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN was bufy in the moft. iniquitous proceedings, en- 
deavouring to fuborn falfe’ witnefs to“condemn the colonel, who, in confequence 
of the letter he had written to the s#AB, was now going to the camp. Two of 
the elders of KOORDIEMALLA, whofe lives MAHOMMED AUSSEIN KHAN had faved 
for the prefents they had made him, were now prevailed on to offer their evidence 
to the general againft the colonel; and that their teltimony might be heard fa- 
vorably, they brought him. prefents. The general ordered their gifts to be re- | 
ceived, but faid to them, ** You -are villains, and enemies to the sHAH, againft 
“¢ whom, I know, you have appéaréd.tifarms, ‘although you have been acquitted ; 
«¢ how many murders have you been: the itinediate eccafion of?” They pleaded 
their innocence; but confeffed that nine of their people FREPIN the’ field of battle, 
and twenty one had been executed. Their evidence being rejected, they were 
difmiffed. | 





CH AP. XEVIL 


Moral reflections. The author refufes-to comply with the demands of MAHOMMED 
HUSSEIN KHAN, He accompanies a caravan. with money. Treachery of tbe rebetsy 
Nature of the PuRSIAN inky papery ang:Jege: 
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HU S were thefe infatuated people feeking to deftroy eacl other: thofe bad 

principles which conftituted them the inftruments of tyranny, prefied them 
under the weight of their own iniquities. The hiftory of the world will hardly 
furnifh an inftance of a nation plunged into fuch miferies as thefe, “till their 
crimes had ripened them for vengeance. Perrsza, once the miftrefs of the eaftern 
world, the center of oriental learning, arts, and politenefs, the feat of many 
heroes and kings recorded in the moft antient and facred ftory ; and but as yefter- 
day confirmed in her conqueft, and antient boundaries, and enriched with the {poils 
of inp1a, how low is fhe now fallen! into what. diftrefs is fhe not involved! But 


providence feems {till to preferve the monarchy, as if it were yet deftined for tome 
great end. : _ 


Fd 
r 


_ Perjury againft the life of an innocent perion, feems to be one of the greateft 
impicties, for befides the crime of murder, under the fanction of law; it wounds 


5 : 7 all 
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all law, human and divine, and roots up the foundation of fociety; but, alas! crimes 
of this deep dye are not unfrequent in countries, where government is fupported on 
a very aifferent plan; where reafon is improved; where learaing flourifhes; where 
the pureft religion is profefléd; and yet where the laws are not fufficient to re- 
itrain; fo that exampLes only of moral and religious life can check the growth of 
immorality. Co 


Tue. 4th of june I waited on. the general, and reprefented to him the great 
inconveniency I fuffered, by being delayed, contrary to the king’s intentions, as 
was plainly expreffed in his decree, to which I referred him. Ee then told me 
in very fanguine terms, ** I have orders to leave this place, and march to arrox ; 
** but I will not go tll you are paid, though I fell my horfes, and mules, or 
** borrow money of my foldiers. I have -lent— thirty thouland crowns to 
‘© MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, and he mu engage his credit allo to fee you paid.” 
The next day I went to MAHOMMED. HUSSEIN KHAN, .to importune him for my 
money, and found him.in company with the general; the latter entreated me to 
give a receipt for it,.and in return MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN defired me to take 
his obligation, payable in twelve or fifteen days ; {wearing by the king’s head’, 
that he would not fail me, alledging that the money which fhould have been paid 
fo me, was appropriated to the king’s fervice, and therefore ] muit be obliged to 
wait fome days longer. ‘ I cannot go from hence,” {aid the general, ‘* without 
‘* the receipt; the king will demand it of me, and if you will not give it, I will 
‘© kill men till I get the money.” | J anfwered, “* I hope no man will die on my 
** account; but as I prefume, fir, that you know what belongs to your duty, give 
““ me leave to underftand mine alfo. Icannot anfwer to my own confcience, nor 
** to the merchants my principals, to give a receipt for the money in queftion, in 
‘* exchange for any obligation whatfoever.” -So we parted abruptly. | 





In the afternoon nasper Aca made mea vilit, and urged me in the warmeft 
terms to accept of MAHOMMED. HUSSEIN KHAN’S obligation ; that it was impoffible 
the KHaN fhould mean any thing bir to PAY ME; and moreover that I was in urs 
POWER todo with me as HE PBEASED, To which I replied : *¢ I know that all things 
“‘ are in the power of Gop. As to the reft, men who- profefs trade, muft proceed 
** according to the rules of trade: it is not regular to give the receipt you defire ; 
““ the KHan may be affured that l have a due refpect for him, as I have for you 
“* allo; but if he was my own father I would aé in the fame manner, and if you, 
** who are his meffenger, were an'angel from heaven, how fhould-I be perfuaded 
** that what is evidently wrong, is right?” The.old man, who I believe thought 
I was in the right, looked ftedfaftly at me, and was filent. My interpreter was 
of opinion, that I did ill to refufe, and urged that I tnighe obtain the recovery the 


* 


fooner, otherwife the KkHan, induced by refeatment, would probably delay 
payment the longer; but I had’ no dependence on the honor of any of them; 
and indeed what confidence can we have in men, whom the thought of damna- 
tion cannot intimidate, and who are every day perpetrating the moft Hapitious 
wickednefs ? | : 

. * * On : 


« This is the moft facred of oaths among the PERSIANS, 
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— Ow the 6th, eight men were executed, and fome elders of the town, upon their 
refufal to pay ten thoufand crowns which were levied on them, were imprifoned : 
at the fame time eight thoufand crowns were demanded of the adjacent villagers. 
This being an uNLUCKY Day, the general did not depart, as he intended. On 
the next, the KHANS finding they could make no impreffion on me, feemed to be 
reconciled to my refufal of giving my receipt in exchange for an obligation, I 
ever found it the beft way in pEersra, as it generally is in moft other countries, te 
oppofe with decency and refolution meafures which have nothing to fupport them 
but military law. | : 


On the roth, I was vifited-by a perfon defcended from one of the PERSIAN pro- 
vhets, whofe father had been much honered by the sHan, and permitted to fit in 
his prefence. He had alfo enjoyed a confiderable eftate, which the fon now inherit- 
ed; but he declared, that it gave him fo great trouble, and fo little profit, that 
he had petitioned the sau to take it from him. In the evening I vilited Manom- 
MED HUSSEIN KHAN, to acquaint him, that I intended to go to KOURDIEMALLA, 
and convoy the money which I had received, on board captain woopRoorFE, in 
order to fend.it to-cHinan for the purchafe of raw filk; but for this purpofe he 
muft: give me a company of at leafh.ewenty: feldiers. To which he confented, and 
at the fame time, without any referve, fpoke! ta: thiseffedt, “ The sHan is at 
*¢ ravris, from whence he has fent me orders. to fupply-Autn with three. thoufand 
ss head of cattle; to pay you thirty thoufand crowns, and alfé: fifty thoufand 
* crowns to his general at HAJAR-JERIB; to whom I am alto to fend two hundred 
“¢ hories; all which, except the payment of your money, are THINGS IMPOSSIBLE. 
“Tam alfo ordered to kill aut the perfons concerned in the rebellion; if 1 do 
“© thar, I muft kill a1 the inhabitants of the province; for even the men whom 
«s T have made foldiers, and trufted as an advanced guard againit the TURKUMANS, 
‘¢ have had their fhare in it.” He then afked my interpreter, if he could read and 
write PERSIc, and being anfwered in the affirmative, he faid, “ then you under- 
<¢ ftand the excellency of our religion. beyond your own.” ‘The interpreter an- 
{wered,.that he had -yet.found. his own:.melt conformable to-truth;*as it appeared 

On the rth, I went to KoURDIEMALLA; ‘tnder a guard of five horfe and ten foot- 
foldiers, taking with me feven bales of cloth, and nine bags of money, with 
other things to the value of eleven thoufand crowns; obferving the precaution, 
not to let any body know at what hour J intended to go out of the town, till I 
actually went. I know not, whether it was by accident, or defien; but my guard 
difappeared, and left us in a thick wood, three ENGLIsH miles from the place of 
embarkation ; however, we got fafely on board with the meney, after-a day’s jour- 
ney, extremely fatigued with exceffive heat. | : | 


c . 
oe 
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THE BALKHAN expedition, for which captain WoopROOFE, ‘wai waiting, being 
yet undetermined; MANOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had permitted me to fend the fhip 
to GHILAN, on condition that he fhould return immediately to astRaBpab-bay, 
Having difpatched wooproors, I went on fhore the next day, but could not hear 
any news of my guard; | therefore returned to astrapap with my own’ fervants. 
This day MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN publifhed an order, that all perfons who had 


_ 


5 .  fhops, 
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fhops, fhould return to them, and follow their bufinefS ; otherwife he would put 
them to death, and fet their heads in his pyramid. ae 

Ir was remarkable, that although the rebels of HAZAR-JERIB*, had, after their 
fubmiffion, treacheroufly killed the king’s general, and about feventy of his men ; 
yet they were not chaftifed wich half the ‘feverity as the inhabitants of asTRABAD : 
which I imputed to the little mercy of MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN. He now de- 
fired, that T would fend one of ‘my people to be always prefent to receive money 
as it came in, alledging, that if any urgent demand was made on him from other 
quarters, he mutt be obliged to comply with it: at the fame time he reproached his 
don tae governor, that neither money nor provender for the king’s ufe was brought 
in faft enough. 7 


CapTaINn wooproore, who awed the pirates -whilft he lay ia aster apap road, 
no fooner left it on the 13th, but feverat armed boats of the oaurryoxs went on 
fhore at KOLEBAWD, killed: feveral men, and carried off their women and horfes. 
On the. 16th, -being heartily tired of waiting, I went to the KHAN, to inform him 
that I would not ftay in the city above fifteen days longer; in which time, if he did 
not pay me the money, I fhould be obliged to make further applications to the king. 
He affured me, that in lefs than ten days it fhould be ready: adding, that emir 
KHAN was returning from TuRKUMawN?IA-with fome of the rebel-chieis, who were 
going, to the camp.to make. their fubmiffions;.on the affurance that the king would 


do them no harm, and:thar all was going well, - 


Tue 22d, [received a letter from ar KovLI KHAN”, the king’s nephew, and 
governor of MESCHED, in anfwer to one I wrote to him, with regard to the pay- 
ment for the piftols, and other curiofities, which Mr. exron had provided for him 
by exprefs-commiffion. :But,. without any fenfe of Honor or GRATITUDE, this 
MIGHTY PRINCE Objected to the things :-alledging, that they were Too coop for 
him, and returned them on Mr, extow’s hands, though they were utterly unvend- 
able, The foot-courier, whom I fent to MEscHED, poor and defpicable as he was, 
did not eicape without being robbed.. This letter gave me an occafion of obierv- 


ing the nature of their writing and.paper, 


Tue Persians make their paper of-cotton and filk rags, and after it is manu- 
factured they fet a glofs upon it with a fmooth ftone or fhell, itis therefore foft 
and imooth, and as it is very liable to be torn or . broken, they always roll it up. 
Their letters of correfpondence are wrote on fmall flips of paper, generally in few 
words, and with great exactnefs ; no interlineations or blots being ever fufered to 
appear; they are then made up in a roll, about:.fGix inches long, and a bit of 
paper is faftened round it with gum, and fealed with an impreffion of ink, which 
relembles our printers ink, but not fo thick. It is compofed of a mixture of galls, 
burnt rice, and gums, and anfwers the double purpofe of ink and wax ; as it ferves not 
oaly for writing, but for fubferibing with their feal ; indeed many of the PERSIANS 
in high offices could nor write.. Their charaéters are rather drawn than writen - 
they 


* A diftrict in the ne-ghbouring mountains. ° The fame who was afterwards king. 
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they ufe pens made of reeds brought from the fouthern, parts of PERStA. In theif 
sings they wear agats, which generally ferve for a feal, on which is frequently en- 
eraved their name, and fome verfe from the KHORAN. , 
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Pensraw pride with repard to ranke News concerning the ENGLISH fleet. The author 
leaves ASTRABAD, Gud i5 in danger from the ocur yoy pirates. Mr, ELTON ém- 
barks af MESCHEDEZAR. Manner of PERSIAN funerals. The melancholy circum- 
flances of the EUROPEANS i GHILAN,. Intrigues of the RUSSIAN conful. 


eA HE 43d; sand An, 2 general and relation of the king, arrived in 
, [ agrRABAD with a body of  —singended for BALKHAN ; I went to pay my 
compliments to him in the palace where Ate bast teken up his quarters: my vifit 
was very fhort, for I obferved that he had neither fenfemer ‘comparable to 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, who was much diftinguithed for beth. a 


Tur next day in a vifit I made this KHAN, his fon the governor. arofe haftily 
from his feat, and retired: 1: foon underftood: from my interpreter, that I had 
ignorantly affronted him, by going higher up the room than he was feated, though 
T was on the oppofite fide. 1 could hardly avoid laughing at fo ridiculous a cere- 
mony, efpecially as 1 was his gueft ; but whether it was at his option, his father 
being prefent, to gO as high up the room.as he pleafed, it feemed as little confiitent 
with my own health as common regard to my own dignity, to fit near the door. 
The pénsians treat their fuperiors in rank -in the moft-awful manner, hardly hav- 
ing any voice, or Opinion, OF thinking. themfelves obliged while-in their prefence, 
to atts of civility, evebin-their houfes. This is one fpecimeén of the GENUINE 
crowTH of arbitrary power; anda defpotic jnvafion of the coMMON SENSE, as well 
as the COMMON LIBERTY of mankind, to which the more a foreigner fubmits, the 
meaner the PERSIANS will think of him. | 


- THe 27th, MAHOMMED HUSSEIN RHAN gave directions fe the execution of one 
HAHDGEE MAHOMMED®, alfo an elder of KOORBIEMALLA, and ordered his body 
to be thrown into the river KORGAN. This -bemea perfon of diftinétion who had 
many women; they went about the woods near the river, beating their breafts, “in 
dreadful lamentations, curfing the author of his death, and calling for divine ven- 


peance onthe head of MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN ; Nor did they {pare NASEER AGA. 


Tuts day captain WOODROOFE arrived in thirty fix-hours from LANGaRooD, 
though he had been ten days in his voyage thither. He brought us news, that the | 
ENGLISH fleet in the MEDITERRANEAN had obtained 2 COMPLETE VicTORY heat 

| | TOULON, 
—® Not myaza MAHGMED Who had been pardoned, 


Chap. XLVI. TO LANGAROOD, 219 


TOULON, over the united fquadrons of FRawcx and spatn. Alas! I muft fhife the 
expreffion of what I then felt; for to the INDELIBLE REPROACH of the NAME of 
ENGLISH CONDUCT AND BRAVERY, it was but little more than a dream; and only 
exhibited a fad inftance of a very capital miftake, in not diftinguifhing the genius 
and temper of men, to whom a command is given: and that pride and malice may 
exult in other breafts, befides thofe of PERSIANS, to make a {port of national honor 
and juftice, Nothing created more amazement abroad than the conduct of that. 
aifair, except the nature of the punifhment for the offence. 


Txovuex the imtended. expedition to BALKHAN remained in fufpence; the king 
_ having ordered Mr. Eron-to take the command of all the {hips ; he was obliged 
to come tO MESCHEDEZAR, where he fell dangeroufly ill. I was very much out of 
order mylfelf: but, on receipt of an exprets from him, intreating me, in the 
itrongeft terms, to come to him immediately, I refolved to wait no longer in 
ASTRABAD. | a a 

THe 2gth, I took my leave of the governor MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, who, I 
luppofe, was-wife enough to: forget the innocent offence I had occafioned, His 
father,. MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN, was already departed for MAZANDERAN. The 
next day J fet out from asTRABAD, taking with me above five thoufand crowns 
more in money, and left MatrseusE, my old ARMENIAN clerk, and- two fervants, 
to importune for the remainder due on the snan’s decree. As I was in too weak a 
ttate of health myfelf to attend the money, and the country being now more quiet, 
I fent. my interpreter, a fervant, ‘and five foldiers with it, and fullowed with one 
foldier and a fervant: In the evening I got up with them, and embarked lafely 
with the money, 3 


JuLy the ft, the wind being wefterly we were detained; and the 2d, as it fil] 
continued ifthe fame quarter, we kept at anchor. Seven of the ocurtT JOY pirate- 
boats appeared in fight, having ten or twelve hands on board each boat, armed 
with {pears, fabres, bows and arrows, and fome fire-locks. Our force did not CX« 
ceed thirteen men; however,’we were well prepared with arms and ammunition, 
and put ourielves in the beft.céndition we could, expecting very little quarter, if. 
they had been hardy enough to baaed us : being in the difagreeable circumftance of 
having no wind, we were obliged to puta {pring on our cable, ig order to bring 
our guns to bear on them. 7 | | 


On the 3d, the boats appeared again, bearing down upon us from the eaft to the 
fouth-weft point of the harbour, were they weré wont to land, and pillage ; but 
a breeze of wind happily {pringing up, we weighed, and bore down upon them ; 
they then made all the efforts they could with their. fails and oars to get into fhal- 
low water out of our reach; but came up with them very faft. 1 knew they 
were Villains, and common enemies to mankind : but the remembrance of my writ- 
ten obligation-in RUss1a, not to interfere in any thing military, and a tendernefs of 
ipilling the blood of men untried and uncondemned, reftrained me from any thing 
more than permitting our gunner to fend two fhots after them, to increafe their 
terror of our great guns, The eagernefs of our ENcLisu feamen would hardly 
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fubmit to the reftraint, nor did we ceafe from the purfuit without fome exprel- 
fions of impatience from them, which would have been deemed mutiny in a 


king’s fhip. 


On the 4th, the wind was at weft, with light breezes, and a ftrong current fetting 
in. The next day we were extremely ‘ncommoded by the heat of the fun: the 6th, 
we reached FARABAD, and the next day came to anchor. On the gth, we weighed 
and anchored again in MESCHEDEZAR road, jaiuting MAHOMMED KHAN and Mr.. 
grown, with three guns: and the kan, from a battery which he had built, re- 
turned the compliment with the fame number. I obferved the currents on this 
coat fet to the eaftward. On the roth I went on fhore, and had the mortification 
to find Mr. ELTON in a very low ftate of health. 


Ow the rth, Mr. eiton came on-board with thirty poor wretches, who were 
to be employed in GHILAN as carpenters in the king’s new fhip-yard. In this road 
we found a PERSIAN and three RUSSIAN veflels ; a corporal came from on board one 
of the latter, and complained heavily of their detention for the uncertain voyage of 
BALKHAN, and-not lefs of their ignorance of the eaftern coaft, and the fickly con- 
dition of their crews: Mr. evrow: tokdhémr their fhips would probably be foon. 
relieved one way or other, and that he wouk?: ferve them in any thing in his 
power. a eee | 


For ten days we were mortified with contrary winds: in the interim one of the 
PERSIAN Carpenters expired ; his friends were very folicitous to lay his face towards 
the eaft, which we were now leaving in our ftern, the wind coming fair: the PERSIANS 
could hardly be prevailed on to touch the dead body, it being deemed a pollution ; 
neither would they for a long while confent he fhould be threwn over-board, and 
leaft of all that any weight fhould be fixed to his body to fink him; fo that he 
Aoated on the furface. The PERSIANS are generally interred the evening of the day 
in which they die, and wafhed before they are put into the ground. For this pur- 
pofe there are refervoirs ; but the pooreft fort are commonly carried to the neareft 
pond. Before the interment the bodies are ufually wound up in a cotton cloth, on 
which are ftampt feveral parts of the KHoRANs Some of the relations attend the 
funeral, as likewife the MULLAH, OF MULLAHS, according to the quality of the 
deceafed, finging fome part of the KHORAMN. 


Tue 23d, we came on fhore to LANGAROOD, where I found that the king had 
at length determined to fubmit to the remonftrances of his captains, and decline 
the expedition to BALKHAN ; ordering the provifions which be had amafied for 
that purpofe to be fent to DERBEND. The channel, which runs fix encuisn miles 
from the fea to LANGAROOD, is bordered with reeds and marfhy lands, which ftunk 
to a degree that created great faintnefs ; and the more fo, as we were already fick, 
every one appearing to the other on the verge of eternity, though perhaps no man 
thought fo of himfelf. We found all our friends at LANGAROOD and ReEsHD in the 
fame circumftances; this fummer having been extremely unwholfome: but it 
pleafed cop that we all furvived it. 


THe 
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Tue fhip which Mr. exrow was building for the king, had now the appearance 
of being foon finithed; but the difficulty was. how to launch, or get her into the 
fea: fhe was on the fide of a creek, hardly broader than the fhip-was long; fhe 
could not draw lefs than fix feet, and in many places down the creek there was 
but four feet water; therefore they propoled to make a dam, and raife the water 
to affiit her in going off, her lower works.only being finifhed. The north-wind 
would thus tale the water confiderably, though not without overflowing the adja- 
eat marfhes. Mr. giron was alfo alarmed with the fear of Russ1an_ pirates, 
who he apprehended would attempt to burn his fhip: he therefore made a boom 
crofs the channel, and fet a’ guard at it, propofing to build a ftage on the morafs, 
and fet a piece of cannononit. ‘Thefe pirates had robbed feveral persian boats 
near BAKU; they had thirty men on board, and fome fwivil guns, and it was pre- 
tended, that feveral other boats had been brought off from the vonca and yazix, 
the crews of which were of the fame fraternity... ..; 


Tue 2d of auguft, I leftrancanoop, and arrived next day at aesHp; where 
the RUSSIAN conful BAKOooNIN infifted there was a plague atcasuan, and confe- 
quently that-io manufactured goods of that country fhould be exported for russta. 
By the intercourfe which the persrans had with that city, it could not be known 
that any ficknefs prevailed more than ufual in the fruit feafon. I concluded from 
hence, that the conful fought an expedient to give the better colour to his advices 
to the governor of ASTRACHAN, to impofe a fevere quarantain, with a view to pre- 
vent the ENGLISH vefiels from. returning again.to persia. _ I found alfo, by the 
conteft there had been between the minifters of the court of GREAT BRITAIN and 
RUSSIA, with relation to Mr. ELron’s engagement with napirR sHaAH, that our trade 
was in no {mall difgrace in Russia; and it looked probable that captain woopROOFE 
would not be permitted to return to persia with his fhip. 

Our voyage from asTRABAD had taken up almoft the whole month of july., .and 
confequently it might be prefumed that a great progrefs had been made in the 
recovery of the baliance due at astrRagap: therefore, inftead of returning 
immediately to asrRACBHAN under thefe apprehenfions, which proved to be too well 
grounded, I determined to fend captain WOODROOFE to ASTRABAD for money. I 
found myfelf extremely difordered, as were all the euROPEANS in RESHD, whofe 
bodies, at different periods of their diffemper, broke out into different kinds of 
pimples; Mr. prown and Mr. witper were afflicted with agues; but that did not 
prevent their politenefs and friendfhip te me. The rrENcH miffionaries alfo be- 
haved with great civility. | 


On the r2thI returned to rancaroop, where I found Mr. zxton in the fame 
bad flate of health as I left him, with a mind much ‘perplexed on account of his 
engagements to the sHan, perceiving it would coft us no lefs than the ruin of 
that trade, which he had been fo inftrumental in opening. Though the authority 
with which I fet out, had been greatly diminifhed by the jealoufy and. intrigues of 
fome of the factors in St. PETERSBURG; yet I faw the neceffity of being difengaged 
‘from Mr. Evron in fuch a light, and was.fo defirous of finifhing with him ‘in an 
amicable manner, that I undertook, befide his ordinary commifiion, to make him 
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an offer of a large fum, chargeable on the effects in his pofleffion, on condition 
that he would deliver them to Meff. srown and company, to the end that we 
mi ht have no further connection with him. My illnefs till continued, and indeed 
the damp mufty rooms, the croaking of frogs, the biting of gnats, with a marfhy 
peftilential air, and the concern I was under to fee the trade involved in fuch inlu- 
perabie difficulties, were enough to have diftempered a mind, as well as body, of 
4 much ftronger texture than mine; but though thefe circumftances were added 
to my illnefs, the low manner in which lived, created fo little food for my diftem- 
per, that found myielfin a much better itate than any of my companions, 





CHAP. XLIX. 


Mr. eitow quarrels with the author. Captain WOODROOFE returns from ASTR ABAD 
with nine thoufend crowns, ° The author is kindly received at RESHD. The calamitous 
flateof PERSIA, Benes ee | 


HE 16th of auguft I teok my leave of Mr. ‘eLTon fa. friendly manner, 

and went to LAHiyJAN for the recovery of my health, This place is about 
eight miles diftant from LANGAROOD: I was lodged in a large, airy houfe. La- 
HIJAN was conquered by SHAH ABAS the cREAT: it was formerly the metropolis 
of the province, and the feat of its king, and is now incomparably the moft 
healthful place. in that part of the province of cHrtan which is towards the 
fea: it is fituated on an eminence, with a free air on every fide, the mountains 
to the fouthward opening fo as to caufe a conitant draught of wind, which mode- 


rates the heat of the fummer. 


In the reion-of sHAH SHEFFIE, which was not many years after this place was 
annexed to the crown of peRsta, the. natives revolted, and ont KaRIB, 4 perton 
born at LAMITAN, was elected king of the province, m ‘oppofition to SHEFFIE. 
After a fhort and fruitlefs defence KARIB was taken prifoner, and carried to CASBIN, 
where he: fuffered a very remarkable death; for the saan, with his ordinary 
cruelty, and in derifion of his captive, ordered iron horfe-fhoes to be nailed to his 
feet, alledging that as he had been ufed to the foft rich foil of Guinan, he could 
not walk unthod on the harder earth of the country of caspiNn: after lingering tome 
days in this torture, he was fhot to death with arrows, the shan difcharging the 
frit, and his courtiers following his example. | 


Mr. ELTON’s indifpofition of body, and the offence he had taken againft the 
conduét of his employers in europe, for their fubmiffion to the Russian court, 
though it would have been vain and extravagant to have longer with-held that fub- 
miffion, now brought on his refentment againft me. I appeared to him as a de- 
puty for the traders in general; but as his friend alfo, I fpoke my real feale of 
thines with regard to the common intereft, The imperious letter which f received 

| | I trom 
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from him, dated the day after I left him, was a plain’ indication of his having vin- 
dictive defigns. He acknowledged to have taken off the mafk with which he had 
been difguifed, making himfelf blacker than I believe he ‘really was; it was eafy 
however to perceive his intentions were fixed pon the expedient of a quarrel. 
When men defign to act a part which they know to be unwarrantable,’ it is a 
£ommon trick to pretend that an injury has been done them, to fave-appearances 
in doing an injury. I was almeft tempted to wifh I had ated a part foreign to my 
diipofitien, from a tranfient.apinion that in our commerce with fome men, that 
conduct is warrantable which, towards others of a different ftamp, deferves little 
better than the name of falfehood; but this thought foon recoiled upon me, and 
confirmed that fturdy fatisfaction which arifes from an equal and confiftent con- 
duct, however oppofed to worldly advantages. Ignorance of the world is fome- 
times the happy occafion of our virtue: it often-prevents infincerity at leaft, and 
fupports “that integrity of foul, which exifts no longer than we fpeak the language 
of the heart. Ic is true, thére ate. many incidents in life, in which {ome degree 
of diffimulation feems. to ‘be efféntial to the peace and tranquility of it; and 
nothing can be more obvious than “ if we follow truth too clofe, the will kick. - 
‘* our teeth out :” therefore the ereat fecret is, when, and in what degree diflimu- 
lation, if for want of language we may ufe this term, is neceflary and confiftent 
with the virtue of the mind. For want of this diftin@ion we often lof the reve- 
rence due to truth, even in the firft ftages of our lives; and perfons in the higheft | 
tations become the moft exquifite proficieats in-the-.ares of diffimulation ; fuch is 
the wretched. ftate.of mankind! Thus I had full leifure to moralize ; “for eLrow 
was inflexible. 


CapTain wooproorez, whom I had difpatched the 8th inftant to ASTRABAD, fre- 
turned the 21ft, and I had the pleafure to learn, that he brought with him nine 
thoufand crowns, which compleated, including the cloth recovered, eighty: five per 
cent. of the whole fum demanded. ‘Wooproore informed me, that sARU KHAN 
with his torces was incamped on the river KORGAN, to prevent the incurfions of 
the TURKUMANS, whom no compact could hold within bounds : I alfo learned, that 
MATTEUSE had narrowly efcaped being robbed of the fum jut mentioned, a thief - 
having actually broke into his houfe in the night, and a whole gang were ready to 
be let in, if his cries had not difconcerted their meafures; fo that this recovery was 
fingularly providential in all its parts. —— 


Tue 27th, the rrencu miffionary who profeffed phyfic, gave me a medicine, 
which he faid was a fovereign {pecific in fevers . this proved. to be only the jefuits 
bark, but is not familiarly known in persta, where he had lived for fome years : 
this drug can no where be of greater ufe than in the province of GHiLan. Medi- 
cines among the PERSIANS are moftly compounds of'herbs ; but the quantity and 
faite fuch as would incline one to think, that they were defigned for horfes, rather 
than men. The moft common diforders with which they are afflicted, are thofe in’ 
the eyes, and the venereal diftemper: the firft is juppoted to be occafioned by the 


heat of the climate, and the exceffive ule of rice. 


Breiwe 
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Brine now reftored to health, I applied myfelf to bufinefs : but, which ever 
way I turned, Mr. ELToN’s engagement CO the sau created infuperable difficulties 
ro the eftablifhment of our trade. Some of the fadtors in St. PETERSBURG, who 
had follicited me to accept their authority to act for them, now endeavoured to 
fupplant me, from an apprehenfion that I intended to remain in PERstIa, and enjoy 
their imaginary profits : they miftook the matter extremly. for I found lictle more 
to be expected in persia than the evil efleéts of jealoufy and finifter intrigues, ex- 
cept being expofed to the greater calamities of civil war, among a people departed 
from almoft every moral virtue. .The adventurers in LONDON were perplexed with 
contradi€tory advices from their different factors; and, for want of proper infor- 
mation, not knowing whom to truft, aimed at one point, fome of the factors in 
russia at another, and Mr. ELTON 1n PERSIA would receive laws from neither of 
them: fo that my tafk of mediator was very difficult. 


I saw nothing could be done in persia by any legal proceeding, and that Mr. 
ELTON was deaf to my enon monftrances, of the folly and injuitice, as well as the ill 
confequences that muit attend his breaking with me: to make any fruitlefs com- 
pulfive efforts, I concluded would render the matter worfe ; I therefore determined 
that the beft way to avoid being in the wrong, - was +9 fpun being too much in the 
right. Men who mean ‘well often fall into this faults; @gcertain vanity of up- 
rightnefs betrays them into an injudicious purfuit of it, by which they do real 
injuries to the community whofe caufe they efpoufe. If their goodnefs of heart 
is not fupported by experience or ftrength of judgment, they are apt to forget 
there are more ways than one of doing many good actions ; and that it is our duty 
to confider, not only what 1s beft in its own nature; but alfo the moi practicable 
means of performing the good we intend. So long as we can maintain our own 
integrity, we ought to accommodate ourfelves to times, and to the circumftances 
of things: I do not mean that we fhould do evil wiih a view to the good that may 
come of it, any more than we fhould reftrain the good, fo as to produce evil asa 
natural confequence ;. but that we fhould temper a paffionate concern for the cauic 
of virtue, with a judicious confideration of the great end in view. 


Tur 28th, having informed Mr. BROWN of RESHD on what terms I was with 
Mr. exron ; he fent mea very polite and obliging invitation to take up my lodgings 
in his houfe : this was the mere acceptable, as 1 was entirely at a lofs where to ac- . 
commodate myfelf for the thort time I propofed to ftay in PERSIA; for J was now 
obliged to refign my prefent lodgings to MAHOM MED KHAN the admiral. 


- Tue intereft of this KHAN was now on the decline at court; he had acted a bafe 
part in regard to Mr. ELTON, and the king’s maritime affairs. Whether he fuffered 
for this, or any other crime, or only for being rich, I know not: not long after I 
Jefe persia, his eyes were cut out; indeed almoft every perfon of diftinétion, with 
whom | had any intercourte during my abode in that country, had at different times 
the fame fate, | 


Hivixs 
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Havine no good interpreter with me at LAHIyan, nor many conveniences of 
life, I avoided the vifits of the pERsIANS; however, the cALENTAR, attended by 
two couriers from the camp, came to fee me: the king demanded of him one 
thoufand crowns, no other reafon being affigned for it, than his having ferved 
under the late governor, whom the king had caufed to be put to death, though 
he was reputeda very juft man; but it feemed as if juftice was incompatible wit! 
dome of NADIR’s maxims of government. 


Tue sft of feptember I left tanryAn, and arrived the next day at RESHD, where 
Mr. prown and Mr. winper, the two ENGLISH factors, received me with ereat 
politenefs aad hofpitality. The chief part of the converfation of that city turned 
upon the king’s ttulcts, exactions, and murders. I waited on the new governor 
of REsHB, who received me very kindly, and affured me that the snan had or- 
dered him to treat the europzans with refpe@: on his being informed what had 
happened to me in persta, and that curiofiry had partly brought me thither, he 
faid, ‘* Alas! this is no time for fuch entertainment in. this country.” Hearing 
that I had a connexion with Mr. exon, lie obferved, « | fuppofe you have orders 
‘* and intentiofis to take all the effects belonging to the merchants out of his 
‘* hands ;” which I underftood as an intimation of his opinion of ELTON’s dan- 
gerous fituation. Here I enjoyed greater fecurity, at leaft of my perfon, than 
{ had for eight montlts before, having been in a continual warfare : but though 
the icene was changed, it was not altered much for the better; for {1 was now 
engaged in a fevere conteft, in which beth my intereft and -honour were cons 
cerned. | | 


Mr. exton, who had been kind to an extreme, and continually wrote me the 
tendereft letters of friendfhip, was become inexorably deaf to all overtures of 
accommodation. He had done me injuftice in a double refpect; firft, by think- 
ing I could be prevailed upon, by the corifiderations of friendfhip, to fubfcribe to 
things falfe, abfurd, and impracticable; and then by fearing I fhould make ufe 
of my knowledge of his affairs in an unfriendly manner; whereas no treatment of 
nis ever drew from me a fingle word of what he had faid in the confidence of {e- 
crecy, neither before nor fince his death. Ac this time I had the ftronger motives 
to a referved conduct, from the confideration that rELtow had power to do mif- 
chief, and diftrefs the affairs of the merchants; but this referve expofed me after- 
' wards to the greater vexation. During the few days I was in resin, F employed 
mylelf in enquiries concerning the country, and its inhabitants, digetting and com- 
paring my own obfervations with thofe of perfons, whofe experience was much 
greater. 
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A focrt account of the perfons, genius, character, and diet of the modern PERSIANS. 
Of their hofpitality, with fome reflettions on falfe amujemenis if EUROPE. Of tie 


ornamental part of the drefs of PERSIAN women, compared with fome parts op 
EUROPEAN dre/s. 


HE modern perstans are robuft, warlike, and hardy, and are now ail 

become foldiers: were their government once eftablifhed, no nation could 

ooner recover itfelf from fuch miferable circumftances. They have money 

enough, their houfes are eafily rebuilt, and their land is fertile: thefe advantages 

would bring in foreigners, at leaft TaRTARs and inDrans, and with them the con- 
veniences of life, and at length reftore their arts and manufactures. 


THEY are naturally inclined to temperance; and with regard to diet, feem to be 
more in a ftateof nature than the. guRopEANS. By way of amufement they ule 
opiates, but not near fo much as the THXKs: they drink coffee in fmall quantities 


ne er 


with the lees, alfo fherbets, and an infulion’ of ‘Gifinanion with fugar. Their 
fimplicity of life generally renders their domeftic expence “éafy , though, in this 
laft particular, travellers do not agree: I grant however that the persrans under- 
(tand very little of what we call prudence, and ceconomical government. 


In their common difcourfes they often introduce moral fentences, and poetical 
“narrations, extracted from their poets and other writers: it was formerly their con- 
{tant cuftom to entertain their guefts with favorite paflages out of their poets. 
Reflection and repetition are the only means of ftrengthening or fupporting the 
memory: cuftom has made it a kind of pedantry in europe to be frequent in the 
repetition of the wife fayings either of the antient or modern divines, philolo- 
phers, or poets; but if, from the nature of the human mind, we ever ftand in need 
of a monitor, what office is more confiftent than to render the wholefome rules of 
life familiar, by making them a part of our ordinary converfation. It might be 
wifhed, that this praétice was introduced among EUROPEANS, rather than that 


barrennefs of difcourfe we often find, or the irkfome and pernicious amuiement of 
cirds. 


Now I have mentioned a circumftance fo. interefting to the great world in EUROPE, 
{ muft acknowledge that cards, in the original ufe of them, are confeffedly as in- 
nocent as any other inftrument of diverfion, to thofe who are at a lofs for fome- 
thing more rational’; yet in the manner now in fafhion, they cannot but diffipate 


the thoughts in fome, and enervate the mind in almoft every one who is clofely 


attached. 


a 
* Speaking of the time fubfequent to naDiR’s death, and a few years afterwards. 


® 2 have fumewhere heard that cards were invented by a FRENCH. courtier, to amufe one of the kings 
of that nation, who was remarkably weak. 
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attached to them: they muft be a great means of feeding thofe paffions which 
corrode the heart, and warping the affections from their proper bias, oppofe th 
eftablifhment of virtue in the mind. We often fee this verified, though few will 
confefs it. Is it pofible, in the nature of the thing, that thofe who pive a conftant 
application to this entertainment, efpecially if they play: high, can fapport a tran- 

-juility of mind? And, in proportion as. the” mind is difturbed, is it not difquali- 
fied for the effential duties of life? This matter is beft underftood by thofe very 
perfons who play high, and confume their time in this polite idlenefs. The prr- 
stans feem to fall into thétcontrary extreme; they delight in fitting ftill, and 
mufing. I never obferved any of them to walk in their apartments, as the EUROPEANS, 
and particularly the enciisn, are ufed to do. I remember to have heard of a 
TURK, Who, being on board an ENGLIsH man of war, enquired very ferioufly 
if the people were troubled with an evi] {pirit, becaufe, fays he, ‘* they are never 
“ ar reft.” 


THE PERSIANS. are polite, but extravagantly hyperbolical in their compliments: 
this indeed i#’pectiiiar to the eaftern nations; and the fcripture, which partakes of 
much, of that ftyle, is known to be derived from that quarter. The persians 
were celebrated for a particular genius to poetry; but war, which has deftroyed 
their morals and learning, feems alfo to have damped their poetic fire; though 
they have ftill many traces of that fertility and ftrength of imagination, for which 
in paft times they. were defervedly. famous. “Fhe antient pzRsrans are recorded 
to have taught’ their children “a moft exa€t feverente for truth; bar thé prefent 
generation are as notorious for falfhood: they poifon with a {weet-meat, in always 
faying what is pleafing, without regarding the truth. In their difpofitions they are 
chearful, but rather inclined to ferioufnefs than loud mirth: in this they are not 
fo much the FRENCH of asia, as in their politenefs.and civility to {trangers. 

_ Hofpitality “is a part of their religion; on occafions of the leaft intercourfe, men. 
of any diitinétion invite ftrangers, as well as their friends, to their table; and it is 
remarkable how they pride themfelves in other teftimonies of refpect, which have 
been occafionally mentioned in this work, — | 


I pip not obferve that they are vindictive; yet if their kir Inefs to their beft 
friends, happens to be turned by any fortune of war into enmity, they often 
become infenfible: this feems to be more owing to a cuftom of cruelty, than a 
revengeful temper. On the other hand, there are not many inftances of the placable 
diipofition, which the cHRIsTIAN religion fo ftrongly recommends: in theory how- 
ever they are friends to this virtue, and they apparently exceed the CHRISTIANS in 
the duty of refignation. | a 


Wirn regard to their perfons and drefs, the men in moft parts of the country 
fhave their heads very clofe,; the young ones have often a lock on each temple, 
which hangs pendant, and ferves as an ornament to their faces, fomoewhat in the 
manner of EUROPEAN beaus fome years fince. Their cheeks are fhaved, but the 
beard on the chin reaches up to their temples; the men for the moft part arevtall, 
and of good fhapes, their complexions fwarthy, particularly in the fouthern parts, 
and their eyes and hair black. Moft of them have caps of cloth, which rife ten 
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cr twelve inches, and terminate on the top in four.corners: they have a fhorter cap: 
for fummer, faced with grey BoxHABIAN lambékins; their ears, which are very 
Jarge, are always Icit bare, and generally hang down, in confequence of the 
weight of the caps refting on them, and many are proud to fhew that their ears 
are not cut off?. Crimfon is acolour they much affect in their caps, as well as. 
in their outward garments; and. it makes a grand appeasance: deep blue, which, 
one feldom fees worn, except in coarfe cloths, is their mourning colour. The bet- 
ter fort of people wear a fafh of KHERMANIA wool, wrapped about their heads as 
turbants; fome of thefe are fo exceeding fine as to coft one huridred crowns”, and 
the common price for fuch as are good. is eight or ten crowns ; their heads. are thus 
kept very warm, and the more as they feldom pull off their caps, but wear them 
even in the prefence of their king. : 


Tue outward garment of the common fort of people, is a flight cotton: in 
ceneral they wear two or three light veftments, which reach only to their knees ; 
fo that their drefs gives them a great advantage over the rurKSs, who wear long, 
effeminate robes, Befidgs. their cloth, garments of. the ordinary fort, which are 
much efteemed, fome have them liaed. with furs, or ermins, {quirrils, or fables, 
which are worn for warmth, and very. often for ftate allo, for it is common to fee 
a preat man fit in his fable-coat in the height of fummer :: bwt.is muft. be obferved. 
that thefe coats reach no farther than the waift, thus demonftrating a judicious 
diftinétion, not to load themfelves with a fuperfluous weight of cloaths. Silk is 
worn in fummer by men of fafhion, efpecially for under garments; but thefe, 
as well as their cotton and woollen under-garments, are quilted, which renders 
them very warm, without being heavy. Under the fath round the waift they carry 
a long pointed knife in a cafe of wood, which is mounted with gold or filver. 
Their fhirts, for the moft part, are made of checkered filk and cotton: thefe have 
neither wrift-bands nor collars, for they always go bare-necked. The fleeves of 
their upper garment reaches down to their fingers: they. fometimes wear cloth- 
ftockings, which fit loofe like boots; but for the moft part they ufe only focks of 
wool, which reach over the ankles. Theywear flippers like,wamen’s fhoes, with- 
out quarters; thefe are of fhagreen made with the {kin of horfes rumps, which 
are prepared hard and rough like a feal’s fkin: the. heels being high, they are cal- 
culated to carry one ou: of the dirt, but are extremely uneafy to thofe who are not 
accuftomed to them. Their drawers, or rather trowfers, arc more conventent than 
breeches in a hot country, being without any tight iigaments : for this reafon their 
cloathing in general feems to be more conducive to health and ftrength than that of 
sUROPEANS: the fafh round the waitt may however keep their loins too warm ; but 
girding up the loins ts indeed a part of drefs the moft-antient we read of. Their 
writers carry their ink and pens about them ina cafe which they put under their 
fafh, or in their pocket under their arm. : 


THE fimplicity of their tafte deferves commendation: a PERSIAN KHAN ONte 
ueftioned me clofely.upon the fleeve of my coat, defiring to know what I intend- 
ed by that bit of cloth hanging from my arms | of courfe told him, that in 
| EUROPE 


2 Many were in thefe cixcumftances in NaDiR’s time, b ‘Twenty-five pounds. 
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EUROPE we confidered it as an ornament. I could not help reflecting however on 
the fuperfuous and inconvenient part of drefs, which the polite nations of suRoPE 
have introduced, in defiance of natural tafte, and the confideration of health and 
convenience. Externals are always moft apt to affeét the mind, and where we - 
fuffer ourlelves to follow implicitly him who, for his private convenience, or to gra~ 

tify his humour, continually makes alterations in our manner of cloathing, it muft en- 
gage too preat a fhare of the attention, at leaft of the youthful part of a nation, and. 
create a dangerous expence; nor can we be ever fure of retaining that which in all re- 
fpecis is found elegant, ornamental, and convenient, if we happen to ftumble on it. 
The asiatics ieem beft to underftand this matter, and to act mott agreeably to. 
reafon. We muft however acknowledge, that the variety of which the politer na- 
tions of EUROPE are fo fond, ferves to exercife invention, improve arts, and create 
a circulation of money: but {till it tends to the ruin of ftates, when the inclination. 
is carried to an excefs, and beyond what private incomes will bear, after all effen~ 
tial duties. regarding government, and charity, are complied with. © 


But, in axemparifon.of the orrenrar and EvROPEAN drefs, there is not any 
thing im the latter half fe abfurd and ridiculous as that part of the female furni- 
ture called.a Hoop. Ifthe perstan, who was fo much furprized at the fleeve of 
my coat, which was in no extreme of the fafhion, had feen this whalebone-machine, 
he would certainly afk, if the woman was to be fewn up in it with a wild cat, as. 
they fometimes ufe bags. when’ they torture females. Tell him, that it is defigned. 
to be worn aboutfher waift, and he would conélude it was a punifhment for fome 
act of incontinence: but never would a man, in his right mind, conceive it to be 
intended as.an ornament; and that the greater fpace a woman occupies, the greater 
her quality, the more important her appearance, and as fome imagine, the more 
exquifite her charms, : | _ 


Awp fince the refentment of a ewftor fo injurious to Health and‘ convenience, as: 
well as true talte, has drawn me thus far; I cannot help obferving very ferioufly,. 
that as the perfons, and.external ornaments of women are fo much-the attention of 
men, itis not furprifing that they fhould make we of their proper flrenoth, and im- 
prove their own advantages; but I apprehend there are very few fenfible women, 
and yet fewer men, who confider this romantic machine as ornamental. Cuftom: 
is indeed a tyrant over both fexes, and the pride of imaginary embellifhments 
alrsoit as {trong a paffion with the youthful part of the gay world,. as even.the love 
of fife. All. nations feem. to agree, that rich manufactories, filven or gold, or 
precious ftones, or what is juft the fame, fomething. in imitation: of them, are: 
ornamental. It 1s alfo confeffed, that the more immediate feat of the graces is the: 
face, and the women of all countries apply their fkill. to the improvement of it ; 
prelerving at the fame time thofe veftures which they think add a luftre to their 
natural advantages. Flow can Europeans laugh at fome particular parts of the: 
dreis of remote nations, when perhaps none of them wear any thing. fo ridiculous. 
as. a large hoop ? Befides, though cuflom may caufe any thing to-pafs for modett,. 
it cannot alter the nature of climates, nor prevent thofe diftempers which arife- 
from cold ;. neither will the ftreets grow broader, or houfes, churches, or theatres- 
extend their walls, to keep pace with this romantic extenfion of. habilliment.. 7 
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Tue drefs of the women in pERstIA is fimple, different from the men rather for 
the diftinétion of fexes, than by affecting any form fhocking to nature : they adorn 
their arms with bracelets, after the manner of fome EUROPEANS, and their heads 
with jewels of feveral kinds : one of thefe is compofed of a light gold chain-work, 
fet with fal! pearls, with a thin gold plate pendant, about the bignefs of a crown- 
“piece, on which is. impreffed an ARABIAN prayer ; this is fixed to the hair at the, 
upper part of the temple, and hangs upon the cheek below the ear. They have. 
Jarge ear-rings, and fome are faid to wear gold-rings- fet.with pearls in their noie, 
which is incomparably the worft tafte they have; the poorer fort wear the fame 
thing in bafer metals : their hair hangs in treffes ; their fhirts, as weil as the miens, 
are of a thin manufacture'of filk and cotton ; but thefe are open at the breaft, in . 
the manner of mens fhirts in euroPE, whilft the mens are fupported on the left 
‘Shoulders by a fmall button ; the women alfo wear drawers and flippers as the men. . 


“mpue persraNns obferve an outward decency in their cloathing $ their very reli- 
_ gion feems to exact it of them, and the fimplicity of their cuftoms contributes to 
the fame end. ‘They are neat in their houfes; and even the meaneft fort are ufually 
very clean.in their cloaths, which have feldom any rent; but if ic was not for 
their repeated bathings, the want of changing their fhirts would’ render their per 
fons indelicate. | Ot | 





The nature of the military, civil, and ecclefiaftical government of the PERSIANS under 

NADIR SHAH. Some account alfo of their cruelty, divifion of time, language, and 
_ opinion of RUROPEANS. _ Of their religion, and their manner of praying 5 with 
: remarks on the falfe referve of CHRISTIANS. a 


H E neplect of moral duties feems to have long prepared the way for that'ruin - 
in which the PERSIANS are involved; and as if providence, by-fuffering the 
-ufurpation of napir, had permitted them to fill up the meafure of their iniquities, 
thefe people are become wretched beyond defcription, = - ee 
- Tue government of persia is monarchical, ‘and in every branch of it ftrictly. 
defpotic. The favor of the prince, and of thofe on whom he devolves Ins au- 
thority, is effential to the fecuriry of foreign merchants; and this may be bet 
preferved by proper and timely prefents, by a ‘good appearance, and a refolute 
difcreet fupport of their own dignity. “The persrans are not unfkilled in the laws 
of juftice and humanity ; but as war has been, for many years, their only ftudy, 
and a fondnefs for outward fhew their predominant paffion, thefe laws are very 
little regarded when they interfere with their inclinations :' hence a good horfe, 
a filver-mounted bridle, and a girl, will generally induce a PERSIAN to violate 
juftice, and even to commit that for which he is morally: certain of death. — - 

SO a | | | eo PRR 
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THE camp and court in NADIR’S time were the fame; and the ecclefiattical, as 
‘well as civil and mulitary officers, always attended. The chief adminiftrators of. 
the law were the MULLAH-BASHI, andthe NAIBSEDAR, OF N@VAB, who are judges 
in ecclefiaftical and civil concerns. The KazrasKar is judge of the army, and 
the SHEICHULISLAM ig reputed of equal rank with him. The pernercuane? 
receives all records, Cecrees and public a¢counts, and decides in all affairs relating 

«to the political Sovernment. ‘The principal officers of this court are the suprr- 
INTENDANT and SECRETARY :. The MUSTAFI MIEMALEK ® aéts with them, and 
has MuUSTaFts under -him, for the care of the feveral divifions. Thefe agents of 
the crown make their court, and find moft profit and fecurity in Propofing means 
of oppreffing the people by heavy exactions, = ) oo 


Tue higheft ecclefiattic in towns is judge, and tries civil caufes under the gos. 
vernor, who generally refers the parties to him: and upon the receipt of his ver. 
dict the governor gives a final judoment. But military people feldom have their 
caule tried by any but the latter. Lhete governors are often as defpotic as fove-. 
feien princes; and though they are accountable for all their actions, and have ofter:. 
their ears cut off, their nofes flit, and are feverely beaten on their back, baftina- 
doed on their feet till their nails come off, and not unfrequently {trangled, yet they: 
feldom abftain from aéts of oppreffion, 7 Bo 


_ DHE BEoLER-BzEes* have the power of life and death, as have alfo thofe sar 
PARES"; who are on the frontiers. In NADIR’s reign there were only three BeG- 
LER-BEGS, one in KHORASAN, the other in DERBEND, and the Jaft in SHIRASS; 
all of them as cruel as they are powerful. Thofe in high office make ufe of the 
moft extraordinary and unaccountable methods of oppreffion, There was a re. 
markable inftance of this in NADIR’S brother, rnRAHIM KHAN, who, ewhen Pover- , 
hor of TAVRIS, having a lame mule, atked his groom what he might {ell her for ? 
The groom, fufpecting his defion, and knowing his avarice, aniwered, two thou- 
fand crowns. * Oh} fays he, ** more a great deal.” “At length the price was. 
fixed at ten thoufand; and the groom being armed with authority, demanded of 
every citizen and villager a certain fum for the mule, in fuch terms as plainly fhew-_ 
ed that a fum was to be levied on them: Some, to avoid being beaten, paid him 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty, crowns, till at laft he came home with the ten. thou. 
‘fand; and after all he obliged aman to take the mule in good earneft for one hun- 

- dred and twenty crowns, which is the price of a fmall one free from blemith, | 

In how great a degree cruelty reigned in persia in NADIR’S time, may be’ 
judged from the choice which he made of his reprefentatives, and from their 
copying him fo. exadtly, though with lef judgment. J was told, that in the 

ring 1741, a perfon named Katte KHAN, from being a broker of filk, returned 

from the camp to RESHD, dignified. with the title of admiral of the CASPIAN 

fea. This. elevation {0 intoxicated him, that thinking himfelf neglected in point —. 
ef ceremony, -he inftantly ordered the chief of the ARMENIAN merchants to be 

called into. his prefence, caufed one of them. to be put to death, and threatened 

. So , . a : Ce . ther. 

* Chancery, > General overfeer of the empire. © Lord of lords,. the higheft rank: 

efoficer in power, - ° Generals, | | | | 
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“chat all thé Armentans and cgoréraws fhould fuffer the-fame fate, if-they did not 
“bring to him all the arms that were to be found in the caravanferais of RESHD 3 
keeping three of them as hoftages till he extorted handfome prefents, and large 
: promiies from. them. He was fo offended that the. Russtaw conful had not {hewn 
him the relpeét of waiting on him in. -perfon before his.entrance into the towns 
that when the conful’s interpreter came to compliment him, in his mafter’s name, 
he ‘baftinadoed him, {poke difrefpeétfully of the empress, and not ftopping heres 
“put to death an interpreter belonging to. the refident of that nation, feized .a 
Russian fhip, and, by threats and ill. treatment, obliged the crew to embrace 
-MAHOMMEDANISM. On EasteR-pA¥ he laid fiege to the conful’s houfe, and 
. fired two hundred and fifty fhots on it; but at length being oppofed by the people 
--of the town, he was obliged to withdraw his artillery. | | 


. In. confequence of the complaints made to NADI, KALIB KHAN was Called to 
the camp, and treated with great feverity y the ‘crimes alledged againft him were 
various, and many of them-concerned the sHaw himfelf; but I never heard there 
"was any. particular refpect paid to the RussrANs in the punifhment inflicted on him. 
Such cruel exactions and: montftrous’ ‘proceedings have frequently itirred up the 
. People to rebellion ; but the want of fecrecy in their counfels, and of mutual cori- 
fidence, ever rendered their attempts inferior to the fagacity and refolution of NapiR, 
till they took the refolution of killing him in his own tent. a 
As to the religion in persia, ‘the rurxs and pERsians equally acknowledge the 
KHORAN, -as firit -promulged, to be the great law of their prophet MAHOMMED j 
but they trace. their eclefiaftical divifions, and inveterate animofities as high, as his 
¢mmediaté fucceffor. ALI was MaHOMMED’s brother’s fon, and martied to FATIMA, 
the daughtefof that falfe prophet. From this the prrs1awns naturally infer his right 
to the jucceffion, which was notwithftanding invaded by his uncles/anuBEKeER, 
oMAR, and osmMAn, the brothers of MAHOMMED whofe ufurpation, both as kings 
and prophets, is approved of by the rwrKs. At length Aur fucceeded, and the dil- 
pute might have been loft in oblivion, had he made no difference in the KHORAN: 
yet this produced no extraordinary effects till the 14th century, when IsMAzs © 
SEFFIE, a man of an exemplary life, who pretended a-regular defcent from att, 
began to teach and expound the MAHOMMEDAN law, and the doétrine of Axr’s 
followers, in preference to the rurxist doctors of divinity. ‘This revived the 
-temembrance of the injury done aur by his uncles, whom the persrans began | 
to curfe in their public prayers: they alfo changed the form of the MAHOMMEDAX | 
creed, by giving ait the titleof rue FRienD oF Gop. Thefe two fects being 
divided, thofe who niaintained the fucceffion of aBUBEKER, OMAR, and osMan, 
‘called themfelves sutnig, whilft chetfollowers of a‘t1.took the name of scuias. 


- Exprrirnce has ptoved that it is*next to impoffible to keep inankind fleady to 
any form of worfhip, even where they profefs the fame faith in effentials ; and if this 
—4s.the cafe where religion is founded -in truth, as in that of cuRisT, it is no 
“wonder that fo abfurd a ‘doctrine as MAHOMMEDANISM, profeffed by fo many 
‘millions of people, f{pread over fuch a vaft tract of country, fhould create divifions 
with regard’ to ceremonials, and the conftruction of texts, in themfelves 
oe Co oe re inex plicable ; 
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‘Anexplicable; nor is it ftrange that this fhould produce national and irreconcileabl 
hatred. It mutt further be obferved, that their morals and true notions of Iifé 
having, in a great meafure, given place to a martial genius and military fhew, it 
is eafy to conceive the.caufe of the long and bloody wars which have been carried 
on between the neighbouring ftates of PErsta and TuRKeEY. It cannot here be 
improper to mention che method taken by sHaw aBas to make a difference in 
“opinion inftrumental to the peace and fecurity of his government. This prince, 
finding in his people a great propenfity to rebellion, gave aLi two names, and then 
artfully infinuated, that one ought to be revered in preference to the other; thus 
he promoted fuch a diffention among them as brought both parties the more eafily 
‘tomake him umpire, and fubmit.to his government. - OS | 

THE PERSIANS believe the mosaic to have been the true religion before cuRisT, 
whom alfo they acknowledge to be a true prophet, and teacher fent from cop; but 
that the religion he taught was~ contained in a book which, at mMaHomMMED’S 
coming, was taken by the angel GasrizL into heaven, and the KHoRAN brought 
down in its ftead: this however they do not attempt to prove. They fay alfo, that 
jesus cHaist did not die upon the crofs; but that another perfon was miraculoufly 


brought there in his place: thus confeffing the truth of our saviowr’s miffion, but 
confounding it with abfurd fables. - : | 


' Tr common people pray at break of day, noon, dnd fun-fet; but the HaHDGEES” 
pray at thefe times, and alfo in the afternoon, and at night. The MutLtauw, when 
he goes to prayers, mounts a turret appointed for that purpofe, which over-tops 
the houfes; from whence at day-break, mid-day, and’ evening, he invokes the 
fupreme being, by faying; ‘‘ O cop, there is but one cop, MAHQMMED is his 
‘© propher, and axi his friend.” After repeating thefe words three times, he 
makes a prayer to this effect, “* Glory be to the fovereign of the univerfe, and 
“to the judge of the laft day; we glorify thee; we befeech thee to affift us in 
“ our neceffities, to lead us in thy ways, and in the paths of righteoufnefs, and to 
“ prevent our- falling into the {nares of perdition.” I never obferved thatthe 
PERSIANS have any marks of that falle modeity which prevails among CHRISTIANS 
of the beit fort, who, to avoid the imputation of affectation, or hypocrify, are as 
jealous to be feen on their knees, as afraid to commit any. criminal action. -Ifa 
bold mafculine piety, and a fincere awful fenfe of the fupreme being, are very con- 
fiftent things, this falfe modefty muft be owing to an error in education. The 
refervednefs of fome CHRISTIANS is certainly carried to a great excefs: I have 
known perfons pious before marriage, confefledly negligent in their devotion after- 
wards, the prejudices of education being fuch as that neither party chofe to be feen on 
their knees; and we all know that any neglet may prow into a habit. <Not fo does 
the incomparable MILTON paint our firft parents ; not fo does nature nor reafon 
dictate ; furely this 1s not what our savrour meant by admonifhing us to retire to 
the clofet; and it 1s diametrically oppofite to what may be inferred from that 
paffage of icripture, that the unbelieving party in marriage is faved by the 
believer. Such an excefs of referve, if fuch is common, muft be injurious te reli- 
gion, and highly deftructive of the advantages derived to mankind by the example 
of piety, particularly in the matrimonial fiate.. — | 
Vou. I. cS . Hh. THE 
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Tre perstans feem to be under the influence of a certain degree of ehthufiafm, 
without which devotion in fome mef is but a languid office: their imaginations are 
warm, and it is probable they receive no. common help from thence. . But here 
it may be afked, whether any degree of paffionate warmth is warrantable in de- 
~-votion? Whether it is effectual, 1s allo a point about which cHRisT1 an divines 
feem to differ in their fentiments. If paffion is effential to the make and com-. 
pofition of many; if experience evinces, that hardly any of our actions are devoid 
of paffion; if the great art of human life is not to eradicate the paffions, but to 
adopt the proper objccts of them; if mankind cannot think foabftractedly as a pure 
- effort of unmixed reafon implies; I prefume it follows, that somE DEGREE of paf- 
fion is warrantable in devotion; that degree will depend on the different turn of 
mens minds, and we may leave the great object of our devotion to determine the 
reft, If Gop is the common parent and univerfal friend of mankind, we muft be 
affected towards him, with all the energy of the foul, which cannoc be exerted 
without the affiftance of our paffions: and it ought to be remembered, that to- 
wards different objects the fame paffions affect us differently... We mutt learn to 
think confiftently of the fupreme being, but leave nature to herfelf with regard to 
the manner of the operation of thofe paffions, and not refine the thing away.* Fur- 
ther, if the great object of all the powers and faculties of the foulis cop; if hope, 
- and fear, and love, as paffions, bélong to any thing more than mere fenfitive life, 
. the exercife of them is due to the great author of nature, and confequently ought 
to be employed in our addreffes to him; for thefe, by their happy mixture,..under 
thé influence and guidance of reafon, conflitute that paffionate warmth which, I 
prefurme, is not only warrantable, but in many minds efiential. And can it with 
any confiftency be thought, that our savrouR’s prayer in HIS PASSION, as proper- 
ly called, was devoid of the paffion. we aré now fpeaking of; if it was not, it will 
follow, that ih proportion to the earneftnefs of our petitions to heaven, there will 
be a mixture of paffion, though reafon may at the fame time be fupported in its full 
| ftrength, | CO | : oo a an: 

"To return to the peRStan manner of devotion: ‘after wafhing themfelves, and 
combing their beards, they often count beads on a ftring, as is the cuftom of fome 
CHRISTIANS, and probably learnt of the MaHOMMEDANS, . At certain pares of their 
prayer they ftand, then kneel, and then proftrating themfelves on the earth, fet 
their foreheads on a bit of clay, about the fize of acrown piece, fuppofed to be 
brought from mecca, and confequently to have a charm. ‘They always‘ carry it 
about them, tied to the upper part of their arm. ‘They, as well as the cHRIsTIANs, 
make their prayers long, in contradiction to the experience of mankind, how 
Jaborious a tafk it is to keep all the faculties of the foul awake for a fhort interval. 
* Let thy words be few,” is an admonition well fuited to the weaknefs of human 
_ nature; though the obfervance of it may argue the ftrength of the underftanding. 
Jt isa fhrewd remark, that there is a great difference between praying, and fay- 
ing of prayers; and that we ought not to expect that cop will attend to our 
prayers, if we do not attend to them ourfelves. Befides, if a life fpent in the fear 
of cop, and obedience to his laws, is one continued prayer to him; will he re- 
quire a multiplicity of words? Wiil he demand a longer attention than the mind 
is capable of, or the duties of life will permit? I do not. mean by this remark, to 
| , | Lo end: 


3 


* 
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end any afiiftance in countenancing the indolence and impiety which reign fo much. 
among fome cHRistians, but to recommend an awetul approach of the deity; 
and in our private addrefles to him, to {pend as much time in preparing the mind, 
as in the addrefs itfelf, and not deftroy the dignity; and, as we may fear, the 
eficacy of the duty, by a carelefs and abrupt intrufion into the more immediate 
Prefence of the aweful majefty of heaven. So | - 7 


THE MAHOMMEDANS having certain ftated hours for prayer, are punctual in the. 
oblervance of this duty, and, to all appearance, perform it, with more attention” 
than the CHRistiawns generally do: and though the persrans are become {fo ex- 
tremely immoral, yet they give one proof of religion vaftly furperior to the cur zs- 
TIAWS.: for I never. could obterve, that they mentioned the name of the fuprenie 
being, except upon folemn occations 3 or at ieaft, in a refpectful manner, | 


Tue persrans have fome of the yewrse rites among them; and alfo this pecu- 


diarity, that when they pray, they never permit the image of any fenfible object to 


be before them; nor is it permitted to pray with any thing of gold about them, as 


would otherwife be efteemed a grofs violation of their law. 


if, it was efteemed an object of idolatry. They invoke the interceffion of the depar- 
ted fouls of fome of their prophets and Pious men. oe - 


As to fuperftition, I have already given numerous inftances how inclined the 
PERSIANS are to it. A MAHOMMEDAN is offended if a perfon applies to any mean 
ufe a written paper, left it fhould contain the name of the fupreme being. This 


anay plead in its excuée that reverence which all mankind owe to the deity ; but for 


their other fuperttitions, they are for the mott part much lefs confiftent: as for in-— 
ftance, 2 MAHOMMEDAN, lirictly fpeaking, is nor only defiled by the touch of any 
thing belonging to a hog, but even, they fay, by a thoe, when it is made by 2a 
end where a hog’s brittle has been ufed,.-. re a 


* 
rl 


THe MANOMMEDANS have numerous fectaries, as well as the cuRisTrans. - 
Naprr was no bigot, nor in the leaft given to fuperftition: on the contrary, he 


expofed the blunders of their favorite prophet art, and even of MAHOMMED, and 


the fallacies of many popular opinions, of which I fhall have occafion to mention 
more hereafter. » : | oO ee ot 

Tue external obligations of juftice and charity are oftentimes overlooked among — 
the MAHOMMEDANS, as well as among people of a better religion : they have found * 
out the art of cheating their own fouls, by endeavouring to reconcile religion and 
oppreition. Extortion is forbidden by the MAHOMMEDAN law; but fuppofe a necef- 
fitous perfon wants twenty crowns for twoor three months only ; there are many 
inflances of requiring a quarter of a batman of filk, which, at the common value, is 
four crowns. The obligation is made thus: Flaving lent fuch a perfon fo much, I | 
buy of him fuch a thing, for which L am to payfo much. ‘Thus they reconcile what 


Tue perstans have folar and lunar years, by which they regulate their diferent 


concerns. Lhe new years day * of their folar year is on the tenth’ of march; bur 


Hh2 | a their 
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their moveable feafts and fafts depend on the lunar year. ‘They have two great 

- fafts, which, they fay, were commanded by cop, who gave MAHOMMED orders 
to inftitute them for the expiation of their fins: in this time they eat nothing in 
the day, but at night they make two or three meals of the fame kind of food as 
ufual; As to the other divifions of time, their weeks are the fame as ours, and 
their days confift of twenty four hours, which they reckon in the fame manner as~ 
the ITALIANS. oo | 7 - 


Tue turxisa language is the moft common in PERSIA; it prevails on the 
fouthern coat of the CasPIAN, as well as in thofe provinces which were formerly 
conquered by the TURKS, a8 SHIRVAN and ADERBEITZAN 3 but the illiterate peo- 
ple peak a barbarous mixture; and I obferved a different diale€t in GHrLaNn and 
MAZANDERAN: the pure persic is little known but in the fouthern parts, on the 
coaft of the pERsraN gulph, and the confines of ARABIA; but particularly in 
israHaN. In matters of learning they ule the ARABIAN language, in which 
is depofited the greateft part of that knowledge for which the PERSIANS were once 
_ diftinguifhed: and the politer people are fond of ARABIAN words, which renders 
“their difcourfe the lefs intelligible to men of inferior rank. The. learned lan- 
guages, familiar to EUROPEANS, are not known amongft them. As time feems to 
have made no change in the cuftoms of asia, but the fame manners remain as we 
read of two thoufand years ago, fo the language, particularly of the PERSIANS, has 
the fame idiom and fublimity of expreffion. . - oe 


Fury write as the HEBREWs, from the right to “the left, and often range their 
lines in an arbitrary manner; fo that upon one leaf of paper they fometimes write 
in ten different directions, and this only to fhew the writer’s ability in obferving the 
proportion of words and lines in each. se ce 


) Tue want of curioficy, even in fome of their people of diftinétion, is very re- 
markable: it is true, the greateft part of thefe ‘are of mean parentage and education, 
and are fallen very low in point of knowledge, though they have good natural parts: 
this is indeed pie lefs furprizing, as reading, the firft ftep to knowledge, of late 
years has been as little taught to thote bred to arms, as to the vulgar; we may fay, 
it is more peculiar to the MuLLanHs. ‘They alfo. fall into great abfurdity in their 
- gannerof inftruéting; I have obferved their boys reading leffons out of the KHORAN 
in ARABIC, which they do not underftand; and, to add to this farce, as they fit, 
they make a motion with their head and body, alledging that this helps ftudy : thus 
does affectation fupply the place of real learning. They acknowledge that the EuRO- 
peans have two eyes, arid themfelves but one; or, in other words, that we have 
knowledge, and an unive fal fkill in arts and fciences, to many of which they are 
entire ftrangers: and, if 1 miftake not, their prefent method of education is not 
likely to remove this evu. - mote : _ 


Tuvs the revolutions of time, and the changes to which human affairs are fub- 
mes, in confequence of mens iniquity, have involved thofe nations in ignorance, 

who once enjoyed all the, advantages which could grace and adorn human. nature,, 
and were dittinguifhed as,patterns of learning and politenefs. -_ 


PART 


, a7 ) 
p AR To IV. 


Made to openaTRADEto 
; KH IE VA and BOKH ARA. . 
IN MDCOCOXXXIX. © 
a - WITHA’ _ Oo 
JOURNEY along the weftern coaft of the CASPIAN. 
in MDCCXLVI. 


CHAP. Li 


Two BRITISH faders in RUSSTA attempt to open a new trade into independegt TARTARY} — 
| with the feveral adventures that befel them. i 


r . . . 
* 


S I am now upon my departure from persra, I fhall introduce the Journals — 
A of forme other travellers on the eaftern and weftern coait of the CASPIAN, 
particularly as thefe gentlemen were perfonally known to me, and had a connexion 
with the affairs of the russia company ; to thefe I fhall join Mr. vAN MIEROP’s. 
journal to MescuHep. As thefe journals are not verbofe, and their authority is 
good, they mutt afford fome fatisfaMion to the curious, It may be obferved,. 
that half the pleafure in this kind of reading, is to compare the relation witit 
the map, and render that an object of fenfe, which is otherwife. abftracted. 
This method helps at leaft in hxing the idea of the thing related, in.a mere perma+. 
nent degree, oo Bn , | | 


Wuinst Mr, stron was ufing his endeavours for opening @ trade over the cas». 
PLAN fea, Mr. GeorGr THOMPSON and Mr, REYNOLD HOGG undertook to efablith, 
a commercial intercourfe with KHIEVA, BOKHARA, ad other parts OF TARTARY, of .-° 
which they give the following account. | | 

| - * 
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“© Ow the 26th of february 1740, We fer out from st. PETERSBURG with a {mall 
quantity of goods, expecting to return by the end of the enfuing winter.. Our 
‘atention was to learn, if any trade could be carried on amongit the TARTARS, 


‘ particularly thole of KHIEVA and BOKHARA. - 


««. Passinc through the cities of Mosco, VOLODIMUR, MUROM, and ARSAMAS, 
april the 6th we arrived at SAMARA, which is {ituated on .the ealt-fide of - the 


‘ youGa, at the diftance of one thou fandeight hundred werfts* from st. PETERS- 
66. 


aurc. Samara being the laft place in Russta in our rout, we procured the . 


- neceffary difpatches of the governor, who had the command of the TARTAR 


+ 


expedition, The 12th of june we proceeded on our journey, under a convoy, 
and. travelling fouth-eaft to a defert three hundred wer{ts, we arrived the 17th at 
vAEIK, a town belonging to the Coss ACKS, who are fubjects of Russra. Here 
we changed our EUROPEAN for TARTAR habits, and providing ourfelves with 
camels, horfes, and other neceffaries, we difcharged our RussrIAN attendants. 
Jt was not without the utmoft difficulty that we perfuaded fome KHALMUCKS 
and TARTARS to engage in our fervice: the Cossacxs of the yazrK abfolutely 
refufed, giving us many inftances of the diftreffés of their own people, who had 
been plundered and made flaves in attempting to go to KHIEvA 5 but we were 
refolyved to encounter all difficulties, A chief of the KIRGEESE TARTARS had fent | 
us twa perfons as guides : and we flattered ourfelves that the authority of their 


‘¢ chief would be an inducement to their fidelity in our defence. — - 


@ Fiypine other KIRGEESE, who wefe returning home from yAEIK with mer- 


chandize, we joined them, making in all about twenty perfons on horfeback ; 
our goods were loaden on camels. The 26th of june we fet out on our journey, 
and travelled due eaft about fixty werlts every day, through a defert without any 
road or path; the TARTARS directing their courle by remarkable hijls and 
rivulets, well known to them.” We were obliged to keep watch night and day, . 
knowing that when parties meet, the weakeft, even if they are of the fame 
HoRDA™, ate fubjeét to many inconveniences, and if they are of different 
HorDaS, they kill thofe who are advanced in age, and make flaves of the young 
people. Lo. Se _ ae | 
“ Ow the 7th of july we perceived a party at a diftance, and our companions 
purfued, and rook three KHALMucKS, with feven horles. This was efteemeda ° 
legal, and a valuable prize, and was attended with this further advantage, that 
we procured intelligence of the HORDA we were in quett of. Oo 


s¢ Jury the itth, we fell in with a party of KIRGEESE, with whom moft of our 


company remained, fo that we were conftrained to continue our journey with 
our two guides only. We proceeded north-eaft till the 16th, when we arrived 
near the HoRDA of our friend, JEAN BEEK BATER- he made us the compliment 
of fending his fon, with feveral other relations, to meet us, who conducted us 
the next day to his KaBiTKA‘. On reckoning our diftance, we found it eight 

— = | ‘«¢ hundred 


# One thoufand two hundred miles. | .. (8 Atribe of rARTARS, | 
¢ Tent of the nature already defcribed to be in ufe among the KHALMUCKS. 
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© hundred. werfts from the river “vyaErK. This TARTAR-chief was fitting on a 
““ carpet in his tent: he arofe, and bid us welcome, and making us fit down with 
“ him, he took a large dith of KumzEsE 4, which he drank, and made us do the 
“fame. We gave him fome fmall prefents, which he immediate y divided amongtt | 
** the company. Some days after we made him a more valuable pretent, telling. 
“* him thai our defign in going to KKIEVA, was to Ax and carry On a trade there ; 
Sin which, if we fucceeded, we fhould bring much larger cargoes; and then it. - 
‘* would be more in our power to requite him for all his favours: in anfwer to. 
** which he affured us, that we might command all the fervice in his power,, to 

** forward our defign; and infifted that we. fhould continue with him titl the ex- 
** treme heat was abated, and refrefh our cattle, which, from hard travelling. 
** were in @ very weak condition. | | : 


re 


“ THE KIRGEESE TARTARS poflefs a very extenfive tract of land, having the 
** BASHKEERT TARTARS to the north, the black xuaLtmucks, with the city of 
“ TASHCUND to the eaft, the KARAKULPACK. TARTARS and the ARAL lake to the - 
“* fouth, and the river yaErK to the weft. They are divided into three norpas,’. 
“under the government of a KHAN. That part which borders on the RuSSLAN: | 
‘* dominions, was under the authority of sean perk, whofe name on all occafions. _ 
“ was honored with the title of BaTER™ - ow Se me 

-“ THty Tive in tents made of wooden ftakes, and covered with a felt of camels... 
hair; this they fix or remove with great eafe, whenever they change their 
quarters, and they never ftay above two or three days in a place. They feed on. 
horfe-flefh, mutton, and venifon, and drink fermented mare’s milk to excels 5 
fo that they often intoxicate themfelves with it. They have no grain, nor any: 
kind of bread. When they go upon an expedition they take a {mall quantity 
oi cheele, which they call crute; this being diflolved in water, is their chief 


fuftenance during their journey, Money is hardly known among them; their: 


o 
riches confift in cattle, fox, and wolf furrs, which they exchange with: their - 
neighbours for cloaths, and other neceffaries.. . What little religion they have,. 
" IS MAHOMMEDANISM, and their language has a creat affinity with that of the 
“turks. They area ftrong robutt people, but rude, ignorant, and treacherous, 
“They are very civil to ftrangers, whilft thefe continue under their protection ; for 
-* they efteem it the greateft dithonor to affront a gueft: but no fooner is he 
““ departed, than his profefféd friend and protector will fometimes be the firft 


_“ perlon to rob him, and happy if he efcapes without being made a flave. 
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“ Taest KIRGEESE TARTARS have very little fenfe of many atrocious crimes,. 
“particularly robbery. Their ordinary punifhment in this cafe. is only refticution: | 
“to the perfon robbed; and for murder the lofs of their goods: fometimes indeed, 
for the latter, the criminal and his whole family, are delivered up into flavery to- 
the relations of the deceafed. | oo | se 
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* Mare’s milk fermented... | * This word fignifies hero,. 
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© Wer remained with JEAN BEEK, and travelled in-his company till the 8th of 
‘* auguft, when we found ourfelves in the latitude of fifty-one and a half, five-days 
*« journey to the eaft fourh-eatt of ORENBURG, This city was lately built by the 
RUSSIANS; as a barrier againft the KinGeEsE and KARAKULPACK TARTARS*, 


and likewife with a view of opening a trade with them for furrs, gold-duit, 
«© and rhubarb. | 
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« Havine received direCtions from JEAN BEEK, and taking one of ‘his relations 
*¢ for our guide, we joined a caravan of KiRGEESE and TURKUMAN TARTARS, 
~ & about fixty in number. With thele we travelled fouth-weft near fifty werlts a 
day for eight days: we met feveral parties, but received no harm from them ; 
although feveral ruRKUMANS Joined us, who, after having been robbed of their 


al 
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effects, had with great difficulty efcaped with their lives. 


ta 
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~ Aucust the 6th, we reached the aRaL lake, which is- reckoned twenty-two 
“¢ days journey from ORENBURG, and twelve from the river yalEK. We travelled 
fouth along a very high and rocky fhore, where we were fcarce able to get any 
water once in two days; and this was fo bitter and falt, that necefiity only 
obliged us to drink of it. The KARAKULPACKS inhabit the eaft fhore of this 
lake, where the river s1rr falls into it, and the ARAL TARTARS the fouth-fhore, 
where it receives the great river amo. ‘The latter ule only fmall fifhing-boats, 
<6 and never venture far from the fhore. It is faid that a perfon cannot conve- — 
 niently ride round this lake in lefs than thirty-five days, being computed above 
one thoufand encuisH miles. Thete are abundance of wild horfes, afles, 
antelopes, and wolves ; here is alfo a very fierce creature, called JOLBART, not 
unlike a tyger, which the TartTars fay is of fuch prodigious ftrength as to 
-earryoffahorfe, °° : yo. | sO | 
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st Sepremper the 3d, we left the lake, and arrived at a valley full of bruth. wood, 
and almoft knee deep of ftagnated water. We were informed that this was the 
channel of the river oxus, which had run betwixtthe ara. lake and the casP1an. 
fea, but was ftopped up by the TarTARs many ages fince”. | 
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“| Tue sth, we came to the city yurcantz, which appeared to have been a 
“ large place; but now was entirely in ruins, no other building remaining than a 
‘© mofque. Here our company were very devout: they offered their prayers to ~ 

heaven for their fafe journey, .and then went: in fearch of gold, which they faid, 
they had frequently foun walhed out by the rains from amongft the ruins of - 
this city. We travelled on fouth-eaft till the 8th, when we arrived at fome 
villages belonging to the TARTARS Of KHIEVA. On the'gth, our company left - 
us, and with our guide only we proceeded due weft nine hours, and reached 
‘ the city of KHIEVA, which is feventeen days Journey diftant from the CASPIAN 
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* In 1748 and 1749 thefe Tartans brought about forty thoufand pounds fterling value in filver, and 
drove a confiderable trade with the gussians; the greateti part of this filver was the plunder of the PER- 
SIAN Camp in 1747, on the occafion of the maflacre of NADIR SHAN. ; 

» See page go. a | : 
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fea, and from orensuRG thirty-three, computing a day’s journey to be forty 
“* RUSSIAN werlts 4 | a 


** We took our lodgings in a caravanferai, which was avery mean building. 
** Here our goods and baggage were immediately fearched and valued, for which 
““ we paid duty five per cent. - We had then full liberty to fell them: but we 
“* could not difpofe of a fufficient value to maintain ourtelves and our cattle; for 
|“ NADIR SHAH, who was then on his return from INDIA, was expected to make 
** this place a vific; fo that it was our misfortune to arrive when the {tate beean to 
‘s be in great confufion. The people were fo infatuated as to think themfelves a 
* match for the persrans; but when they heard that the syan was with them in 
“* perfon, they were greatly terrified, _ _ 

“ A Few days after our arrival, one of the KrRGEESE came to us by night from 
“© our guide, and informed us, that if we confulted our own fafety, we mutt 
“return immediately; that the company we had parted with on the gth, had been 
** plundered by the TURKUMANS, and feveral of them killed; thae they durit not 
‘ ftay longer in thefe parts; but were refolved to make up their lofs on the 
‘road by reprifals. Finding he made no impreffion on us, he took his leave, 
“ promifing to return in the fpring, in company with our guide, if the country 
“was in peace. Kureva lies in the latitudedf th; ty-eight and a half, and is the 
‘ refidence of a KHaN. It is Gtuated on a rifling pround, has three gates, and is 
‘defended by a ftrong wall of earth, very thick, and much higher than the 
‘ houfes:: it has turrets at {mall diftances, and a broad deep ditch fullof water. 
“ The-place is large, but the houfes are low, the greateft part of them being built 
* with mud; the roofs are flat, and covered with earth, It commands a pleafane | 
‘“ profpect of the adjacent plains, which, by the induftry of the inhabitants, are 
rendered very fertile. | | 8 | 


~~ 


La 


“Tre dominions of kureva are of fo fmal] extent, that a perfon may ride round 
“them in three days; it has five walled cities, all within half a day’s journey of 
“each other. The Kiran is abfolate, and entirely independent of any other power, 
“except the MuLLAH Basu, or high prieft, by whom he is controled. The 
‘| KIEVINSKI TARTARS difler very little from the KIRGEESE; but furpafs them in 

“cunning and treachery. Their manners are the fame, only that the KIRGEESE 

“ live in tents, whilft the others’ inhabit cides and villages. Their only trade is 
- “ with BOKHARA and PERSIA, whither they-carry cangle, furrs, and hides, all which 

“ they have from the KrRGEESE and TURKUMAN TARTARS, who often prove very 

“ troublefome neighbours to them. Ihe place itfelf produces little more than cot- 


-* ton, lamb-furrs, of a very mean quality; and a final] quantity of raw filk, 
“ fome of which they manufacture. : 


“ Taz confumption of rvropsan -cloth, -and other commodities, is incon- 
“ fderable, as is the whole trade of this place; fo that no profit can be expected 
“ any ways proportioned to the rigue. The duty on all. goods belonging to 
" CHRISTIANS is five per cent. and to all others who are not of the MAHOMMEDAN 

Vou. I. : a oe! faith’ 


° Twenty feven ENGLISH miles. 
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«& faith: but on the goods of MAHOMMEDANS only two and a half per cent. . The 

¢; whole revenue arifing to the KHAN does not amount to Ons hundred ducats. 
s+ yearly, Their coin is dueats of gold, each weighing one MUSCAL, OT three 
$6 penny-weight ENGLISH 3 alfo roncas, afmall piece of copper, of which one 
¢ ¢houland five hundred are equal to a ducat. Their weights are the great BATMAN, - 
‘ equal to eighteen lb. RUSSIAN, and the lefler BATMAN nine and a quarter, which 
t they divide into halves, quarters, and fmaller parts. Their mealure is called Gaz, 
_ equal to twelve inches ENGLISH.” SS | 


a a ww 


“ruese factors remained in xnreva till the 15th of december, the PERSIANS 
having in ‘the interim-taken pofieffion of this place, the particulars of which I fhall 
snfert in the life of napir. ‘The {mall quantity of goods which they had with. 
them, were fold to the PERSIANS; but not being able to recover the money, Mr. 
‘poog was obliged to remain there, intending to return home by the fame rout he 
-eamie, whilft Mr. rHomMpsoNn proceeded to BOKHARAs defigning to return home 
ehrough PERSIA, and over the CASPEAN fea. The TARTARS whom Mr. HoGG 
expected as a convoy, having been attacked by the TURKUMANS, were driven back. 
to their own country, except thofe who left their lives in 4 fkirmifh. Hence it 
was not till the 6th of april 1741, that he left KurEVA; and finding that the 
TURKUMANS were roving upon the weftern fide of the ARAL lake, he pafled the 
amo, and travelling eaftward to the country of the KHARAKHULPACKS, in fifteen 
‘days he crofied the river sink, which falls into that lake, and thence proceeding, 
in earch of yEAN BEEK, the chief of che KIRGEESE TARTARS, he was fet upon by 
feventeen of them, and plundered, narrowly efcaping with his life. He found 
means however to maké his complaint to JEAN BEEK, who was gone upon an 
_ expedition againit the black KHALMUCKS, and obtained reftitution of part of what 
he had been robbed of, with a promile of the remainder; which was never fulfilled. 
Te was as good fortune as he could expect to get fafe to ORENBURG ; and from 
~ thence in the next {pring he arrived in §T. PETERSBURG, 0 the great fatisfaction of. 
his friends... os ae er a | a 
Mr. THOMPSON, whom we left proceeding to BOKHARA, . gave the following: 
‘account of the remainder of his journey: “ F went to AZARIST, the laft city in. 
‘< the dominions of KHIEVA, and. the caravan which I had joined, croffed the amo. 
‘< in boats: we travelled five days. along the eaftern banks of that river; then 
“© we provided a fupply of water,. and entered. a fandy defert, taking very little reit’ 
dll our arrival at. BOKHARA.. - ——- 


Tis is a large and populous city, lying in the latitude thirzy- nine and a half, 
“ three days journey tothe northward of the river amo; If is the refidence of the- 
' & ypan, who is entirely. abfolute, though his power extends very little beyond 
& the city. The adjacent Country 15 called TURKISTAN, and is governed by feveral 
“ peEKS, or chiefs, who are wholly independent of each.other,. as well. as of. the 
© KHAN Of BOKHARA.. | ee | | 
“ Tue town ig fituated on a rifing ground, with a flender wall of earth, anda 
* dry ditch: the houfes, are low, and Y Bese of mud: byt the caravanterais 
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** to th> rifque of bringing it to market. 


the fcorpion, and apply it to the wound. . 


and the mofques,’.which are numerous, are all of brick: the sazars, or 
market-places, have been ftately buildings, but are now the greateft part of 
them im ruins; thefe are generally built of brick and ftone. Here is -alfo a 
ftately building of the fame materials, appropriated for the education of priefts, 
who réceive very confiderable profits by their publick difcourles on the different 
points of their religion, which is the fame as that of the rurks. They differ 
from the PERSIANS, not only in regard to MaHoOMMED’s fucceffor, but in parti- 
cular ceremonies: their hatred to the pers1ans is much greater than to the 
CHRISTIANS, and they elteem themfelves equally unclean by touching either ’ 
of them; never omitting to wath themfelves immediately after leaving ither 


company. 


“¢ ‘THe place is not efteemed unhealthy as to the air and foil; but the water is 
fo very bad, that many of the inhabitants are confined feveral months in the 
fummer by worms in their flefh, which. they call rrsuras: fome of thefe, 
when taken out of their bodies, prove to be above forty inches lone; ‘There 
are alfo‘ierpents and {corpions which infeft their houfes, and ere very venomous ; 
the {ting of the fcorpion caufes great pain, and fometimes death: the moft 
effectual remedy they find for the immediate cure of this diftemper is to bruife 


oF 


“© Tue inhabitants of this city are more civilized and’ polite than thofe of 
KHIEVA; but they are alio cowardly, cruel, effeminate, and extremely ~per- 


fidious. Great numbers of yews and arasrans frequent this place; though 
they are much opprefied, and’ often deprived of their whole pofieffions by the 
KHAN, Or his attendants, who feize them at their pleafure; and notwithftanding 


‘* they pay moit heavy taxes, it is criminal in them to be rich. 


‘om 


‘¢ Tue trade of poxuara is much declined from what it was formerly : their 
product is cotton, lamb-furrs, down, rice, and cattle; and they manufacture 
foap, cotton-yarn, and callicoe, which they carry to pERsrA, and receive 
returns in all forts of manufactures of that country; fuch as velvet, filk; 
cloth, and fafhes: woollen-cloth is alfo brought hither from persia, as likewife 
fhalloons, indigo, coral, and cochineal. They have rhubarb, -mufk, . and 
caftorium, and many other valuable drugs from the black kHatMucks and 
TASCHCUND. Formerly they received Japis-lazuli, and other ‘precious ftones, 
from BIDDUKHSHAN, the capital of the country of thatname, which is computed 


fixteen days journey from BoxHara. But the late wars, and’ the frequent 


robberies on the roads, make it difficult to procure any of thefe commodities ; 
fo that they are carried through another channel.. The Kuan and his officers 
are poffefied of very rich jewels; but never difpofe of them, unlefs in cafes 
of the greateft neceflity, and even then they are jealous of their being carried out 
of the country. | : , | 


“Tey make very little confumption of ruropEAN commodities: as to cloth, 
they ufe it moftly in caps ;- but no foreign commodity bears a price proportionable 


li2° «© Purr, 
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* Terr money is ducats of gold, weighing a Muscat or three penny-weight 
ENGLISH, alfo a piece of copper, which they call roncas, that pals at fitty 
to eighty to a ducat, according to their fize. They have no filver money ot 

their own coin; but fince napir swan took this place, the PERSIAN and iN- 
“© prawn filver coin is very current amongitt them. | 
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Tre meafure in soxHaARA isthe Gaz, equal to thirty-one inches rncrisu; but 
they always meafure cloth by the persian mealure of- forty inches. . Their 
weights are the BATMANS, Containing fixteen DRUMSERS; which lalt they divide 
into halves, quarters, &c.. each DRUMSER containing one thovfand three hun- | 
dred and feventy-five muscas, of which eighty-five and a half are equal to a_ 
“ RussIAN pound: fo that the BOKHARIAN BATMAN is above fixteen pounds. 
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“© Tue duty, on alk imported goods, belonging either to natives or foreigners, 
** is one per cent. and on goods exported ten per cent. The revenue from this dut 
*< ig reckoned one thoufand ducats yearly in time of peace; which but feldom hap- 
‘‘ pens. The pers1an and TaRTAR languages are both fpoken here; but all their 
“* writings are in the PERSIAN tongue.” - a - : 


~ Mr. rHompson continued at poxHara til may; when we received notice that 
the ARAL TARTARS had plundered all round xkuizva; and Mr. Hocce, as already 
related, happened to be an unfortunate fufferer. . As the TarTars had befet all the 

roads, and cut off feveral caravans coming from MESCHED; threatning even 
— pokuara itfelf, Mr. ruompson continued impatient till the endof july, having no 
profpect during that time of travelling with any fecurity. Several people, who had 
efcaped from KHIEVA gave an account that the ouspecs had recovered that place, 
and deftroyed the PERSIAN KHAN, with all his attendants. Upon this the communi- 
cation with KH1EVA was prohibited, the PERSIANS intending them a fecond vifit; 
for which purpofe they had ordered provifions for a large body of men. 


Tue road to persia being now the only fafe way of returning to Russta, at length. 
he joined fome merchants, who, having hired people to conduct them through by- 
roads into persia, were refolved to run all hazards. He gives the following ac- 
count of the remainder of his journey. ‘‘ On the 8th of auguft we fet out, and 
‘© travelled eaft, pafling through feveral ousbeEc villages till the 12th. After turn- 

ing to the fouth, and travelling through delerts, we came the 16th to the river 
* amo, and crofled it at KIRKiE, afort belonging to the ouspecs, fubject to pre. 
* sta: here we paid a fmall duty, and proceeded fouth-eaft through deferts till the 
«¢ orft, when we arrived at ANTHUY, an OUSBEG City; computed, in the direct 
«* road, to be only three daysjourney from BOKHARA,  - : : 
“s Tus country was then entirely fubject to the PERSIANS, who Carry On a great 

‘¢ crade in cattle. Here we were detained ten days, waiting for a caravan, which 
‘© was difpatched the 31ft, when we fet forward, and travelled wett through 
“© narrow vallies bounded by high mountains. Fiaving pafied feveral villages which 
© were deferted by the ousBEGs, we arrived the 6th of feptember at MARGIEHAK, 
| : oS pe Y ce 7 8 the 


Chap. LI. TOKHIEVA AND BOKHARA. — 245° 
“the firft peRsran city on that fide. This is a very {trong place, furrounded by 
“* a double wall, and governed by a KHaw: it has a garrifon of five hundred men, 
** and is defended by feveral pieces of cannon. In fummer it is very unhealthy, 
““ by reafon of the frequent pettilential winds, which often kill thofe who 
“are expofed to them. To fecure themfelves againit this inconveniency, the 
* people hide themfelves under ground, or falling Hat on the earth, cover them- 
“© felves with wet cloaths, till thefe winds blow over, The cattle which are 

_** moit expofed, are generally deftroyed by thefe winds, though they are bnt of a 
‘* fhort continuance. During our ftay here, which was only four days, moft of 
** the people in the caravans fell fick, and great part of. the cattle, which was their- 
“* chief merchandize, died, a ee on 


7“ 


* 
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** Ow the rith, we travelled {till welt, through dry and fandy deférts, where 
we got only two pots of water during four days, and this was fo bitter, and 
{melt fo ftrong of fulphur, that the cattle would hardly drink it. On the rsth, 
continuing our journey by a high ridge of rocks, and a fmall rivulet of falt - 
‘* water, we came at Jength into a beaten road. We pafied through many villages, 
“the greateft part of which were deferted: thofe which were inhabited being chiefly 
AFGHANS, brought from the new-conquered dominions. The country herea- 
bouts is very dry, barren and mountainous. - ’ _ a 
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SS SEPTEMBER the 22d, we arrived at MESCHED, the capital of KHORASAN, and 
“the favorite city of naprr. It was at this time governed by his fon riza. 
“ KOULIMYRZzA: it is fituated to the north of a ridge of mountains, and is well 

“« fupplied with water, which is brought hither in an aquedu& from a great. 
‘ diftance: in time of peace it is a place of great trade; caravans are employed. 
‘daily from BOKHARA, BALKH, BIDDUKHSHAN, KANDAHAR, and INDIA; as well - 
“as from all parts of persra. The BAZARS, Or market-places are large and well- 
‘ built, filled with rich merchandize, and frequented by great numbers of people 
.* of different nations. There were computed about ninety caravanferais in this. 
“ety, all in good repair. Great numbers of people were fent hither by napie - 
“ sHaH from all parts of pERsta, as well as from the new-conquered dominions; . 
“and all other means were ufed to make it a Hourifhing city; it js fourteen days | 
*- journey diftant from BoKHARA by the direct road, twenty from BALKH, twenty-_ 
“ fix from BippuKusHan, and thirty from KANDAHAR, | | | 


*~ 


~ 


Yue account which Mr. van MizRop gave of the trade of mrscuep three years 
afterwards, plainly thews how rapid a progrefs NADIR sHAH. made in the ruin of > 
PERSIA, €ven of this favorite city. So | 


a 


CHAR 


CH AP. LIL 


MM fuceint account of the diftances and appearance of the couniry between CASBIN and 
oO : MEsCHED, as reported by Mr, VAN MIEROP. | | 


-”®& SThave already given fome idea of the nature of the country between RESHD 


and casBin, the following extract of Mr. van mMrgRoP’s journal will exhibit. 
a view of the country from CASBIN tO MESCHEDs which was defigned to have been 


the great mart for our CASPIAN trade. 


‘“ From CASBIN we pafied over 4 Jarge plain that produced nothing but thiftles, - 


48 which the inhabitants ufe as fuel, and food for camels. After travelling about 


“© twenty-five ENGLISH miles, we artived at the village SHEKENDIE. Our journey, » 


r 


“lay fall through che plains, on which are feveral fpots of arable land: we tra- 


*¢ yelled thirty miles, and finifhed our ftage at the caravanferal YENGI IMAM 3 
‘¢ continuing yet on the fame plain as far as the caravanferai cara, thirty miles: 
<¢ the next day we pafied over feveral bridges and fmall rivers, and advanced 


« thirty miles to T@HIRAN, ‘, all about one hundred and fifteen ‘miles, the 


« country being bordered by high mountains on the north and fouth from CASBIN. 
$6 Tarpiran is acity enclofed with a wall of earth, which has many round turrets ; 
* but the whole is much decayed: here we found provifions in plenty, and the 
s¢ bread exceeding good. TT | : 

= $ Our next ftage was thirty-five miles diftant to the ereat-caravanferai KEBUD 
é UMBED, near which is a lofty turret covered with glazed tiles. . The foil is 
- indifferently fertile, but’ not fufficiently watered. From hence we travelled to 
4 EVANCKEEF; the land was rich and well watered, but uncultivated. “The next 
«© day we advanced thirty miles to the village KARA, paffing by a rock of falt, which 
s+ is covered with a thin coat of earth and moffy fubftance. From hence we pro- 
<¢ ceeded two miles to the village panpzE, where we found the country well culti- 
s¢ yated, and abounding in waier. DEHMAMECK caravanferai is the next {tage, at 
the diftance of twenty miles; the land hereabout is either clay or gravel, and the 
water fo falt we could not drink it. From thence to the village POCHLAKAB is thirty 
é miles: the road lies on a plain, which is interfected by feveral ridges of fmall 
‘¢ hills, ‘The village pesorce lay in our way, at the diftance of ten miles, the 
«© yoad of gravel, and very ftony. From thence, at the foot of feveral hills, 
« we travelled fifteen miles to. SEMNON, vhere it is fuppofed Mr. GR AEME * was 
“¢ murdered... Afcending the hills we proceeded thirty-five miles to the caravan- 
ferai AHUAN; thence travelling over feveral hills and valleys, for twenty-four 
@ miles, we came to the caravanferai KosHaW, fituated in an extended plain, on 
«© which are different villages, in @ rich, arable and well watered country. 
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-. @ This was the faélor who frit fet out with JOHN ELTON, 7 
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‘© Leavine the road which leads to MAZANDERAN, we travelled twenty-nine 
“€ miles over a fertile country to DAaMGOON*, ‘This has formerly been a very neat 
“© town, but now three quarters of it are in ruins: the country from hence 
“* is more ftony and barren.:'’ Travelling under the mountains on the north fide 
** of us for thirty-three miles, we Came to DEMONLARH. ~The country from hence to. 
4° BEKEIST® is well peopled and watered, and the foil rich; from the Jaft mentioned. - 
“* place the plain rifes with a gradual afcent to the hifls on the fouth. We travelled 
thence forty miles to Mey a Mey $ our rout lay along the fide of the hills, where: 
we found a number of people from SOUHESTAN, living in tents made of black hair 
“cloths. Having travelled fitty miles we arrived at the caravanferai MEONDASHT, _ 
‘* From hence to anasapap Is, with variety of foils, twenty-five miles: We pai- 
“ fed feveral hills of a flaty copper-coloured (tone, and advanced ten miles to a river 
“ upon which is a bridge, called PULABRISHIM, near the village MEZINAN.- The 
waters which flow from the mountains on the north-fide, are extremely falt, and. 
“* come down with that impetuofity as frequently to overflow the bridge. The: 
“ country hereabout was rich and populous, being covered with villages, and abun- 
“ dance of cattle. We wenron twenty-three miles to. the Caravanlerai TAvRIzE, which: - 
“ was new and clean ; from thence to the village MEnOoR js fix miles, 
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“* Passrnc over a fertile and well-manured country though cnyose OGERD, we 
“ advanced eighteen miles to SEBSAWAR °, which is a confiderable walled town, 
“ and has a. good market; from hence we pafied over a lain, and feveral {mall - 
“ hills, thirty-three miles to. the caravanterai SAFRANI: leaving this place, and 
_ palling over hills and plains twenty-one. miles to wa UZESENK, we proceeded to an 
~ encampment, mott of the people here living in tents. Our next ftage was thirty. 
“ one miles, through a populous country well watered, and abounding in corn, 
" tO NISHABOOR, Which we found well inhabited, and in pretty good condition ;. 
“ and though fmall, it has a good market-place. From hence to KavE MG AH is. 
“ twenty-one miles, through a country diverfified with hills and plains; near this place 
“is a mofque covered with blue glazed tiles, which the PERSIANS hold in fome 
“veneration. From hence there is a fhort cut Over the hills to merscue D, bur 
~ “it is paflable, only in fummer. -Our next journey was twenty-one miles over. 
“ ftony plains and hills to the caravanferal TIKIR DAVED ; thence twenty-one miles. 
“over the north part of the hills to the caravanferai CUMBEZDIRAS; from thence 
“ crofs fleep ftony hills: twenty-feven miles to the Caravanierai TuLook ; from. 
“© thence over a plain, it is fix miles to MESCHED. The whole diitance from 
_ “ RESHD Is feven hundred and cighty-two ENGLISH miles "s according to the neareft 
“ computation we could. make from the hours we were On the road, always travel. 
“ ling an equal pace.” . : ne | 


* Here was foucht the memorable battle between the PERSIANS and the AFGHANS in 172g,, 
which reinflated + a: HM as. De ursre places this town much farther to the weftward. | 

> Here s4an Tamas was confined, © ‘This: feems to be rather too Jarge a Computation, . 
ublefs we allow for a-great circuit, 7 EOE : 
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CH A P. LIV. 


Extrait of a journal* relating to the rout of the RuSSIAN embalfy into PERSIA i? 1746; 
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with a defcription of the countries from ASTRACHAN 45 far as DERBEND. 


ER imperial majefty ELIZABETH PETROWNA, emprefs of all the russtas, 
having been pleafed to fend an embaffy to NADIR SHAH Of PERSIA, his 
excellency KNEZ GALITZEM received a commilfion for this purpofe, 


“ THe prefents intended for the PERSIAN monarch confifted of clocks, watches, 

old, filver and pincuszck fnuff-boxes, fet, with ftones, or emboffed; toys, rich 
filks, brocades, embroidered works, twenty fine horfes of ENGLISH, SPANISH, 
GERMAN, ITALIAN, TURKISH, and PERSIAN breed: thefe were, for the mott 
part, fent. by fea.09 GHILAN. | The embaffador had a coach, as well as riding- 
horfés, prepared for him; <aid his. etinue had feveral other vehicles for baggage, 
provifions, and water. The perfons appointed. to attend the embaflador were 
the phyfician, furgeon”, officers of the en sallader'a Houlehold, keeper of the 
chancery, fecretary, writers, all in number eighteen ; he Had tty demeiticks, 
a guard of two troops of horfe, and fixty fufileers. 










“© FIrs excellency departed from asTRAcHAN the 24th of feptember 1746, and 
croffing the vOLGA, encamped on the weftern fide of that river. The next day 
we directed our journey northward on the banks of the vorea for about four 
wertts, and then turned to the weft upon the top of a fandy hill covered on 
each fide with lakes of frefh water; to the fouth of it there was plenty of grafs 
for our horfes. ‘The moon rifing, in the evening we decamped,. directing our 
coatt weftward in a deep fandy road, leaving feveral lakes of frefh water to the 
fouth-eaft ; and early the next morning, the 26th, we pitched our tents near the 
lake panUSHY, which is brackifh water, having travelled about thirty werfts from 
our laft ftage. The country here affords little more than wormwood, and fuch 
like herbs, which delight in a fandy and warm foil, impregnated with falt. ‘The 
reeds which grow here ferve as food for the horfes of the KHALMUCKS, and other 
TARTARS, the leaves thereof being more erateful to them than grafs. Our road 
lying fouthward, we proceeded on our journey through a fandy country, abound- 
ing in lakes of brackifh water; the banks have plenty of liquorifh and marth 
trefoil. In the evening we encamped near the lake BASHMACHAH, feventy werlts 
from ASTRACHAN, where we fell in with a body of KHALMUCKS, Who had feverai 
droves of cattle; this put us under the neceffity of doubling our watch, to pre- 
vent their ftealing any.of our horfes. The weather was cold, and the wind rait- 
ing the fand and duft, made our journey painful. 

“TE 


® This journal being defeclive in fome particulars, I have taken the liberty of inferting fome defcrip. 


ticns, taken from other authorities equally good. 


» Dr. cooxe, now a graduate phyfidanin scoTLAND, to whom I am obliged for the journal above 


mentioned, 
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“* Tue 27th, we encamped on the fouth-fide of a barren mountata, with a lake 
of brackifh water at the foot of its and then directing our courfe fouthward, we 
traveled over a fandy country to a lake of water more potable than any we had 
"yet met with; here the plains produce grafs. 
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Tue 28th, juft as the fun appeared to the verge of the horizon, we encamped 
near the caravanferai s1zELLEE, near which is a lake of potable water lying eaft 
and weft, where we filled fourteen large cafks. At this interval we faw a great 
party of TarTars riding on dromedaries, and armed with fabres, bows and 
arrows; alfoa body of KHALMUCKS, armed and mounted on horfeback ; but they 
did not feem inclined to interrupt our march. From this place we took our 
courfe fouthward over hills which abound in antilopes*.. Thence we proceeded 
fo DEWRALY, which is covered by high fandy hills to the north eaft and fouth -weft. 
The reader will obferve, that though hére are a few Caravanterais, the country 
has no fixed inhabitants. We. now reckoned odirfélves to be near one hundred 
and ixty wer{ts from asTRacHAN. ~ _ 
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“< Tue next day we travelled twenty-feven werfts, and were neceffitated to encamp — 
* on the top of a fandy hill, having fome marfhy ground below it, where we found: 
“ reeds and grafs, with a lake of brackith water to the ealtward. From hence wé 

had an extenfive view of a defert, on which not a fhrub was to be feen, and very 
little grafs, Bo Pla 
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“* Tue goth, we.departed from hence, our journey ftill lying through a hilly and 
** Jandy country, much the fame as has been already defcribed, except that the 
** fand was browner, and, what neceflarily drew our attention, was mixed with a 
‘* great number-of broken fea-thells, which lay in waves, as fhow driven by the 
“wind, We found here fveral {prings of frefh water, but fo choaked with fand, 
“* that they were of little ufe to us. Here is alfo a great quantity of -moor-fowl, 
whole feathers are brown, and beautifully {potted with white, but. fo wild ¢hat 
we could not kill any of them: the russrans call this place EprRGine. Our 
"’ next encampment was ona plain, where we had not the relief of any kind of 
“* water. | 
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“ OctToser the rit, we travelled feventeen werfts, and encamped on a rifing 
ground on the fide of a lake of brackith water, which our cattle would hardly 
drink, After paffing the river kuma, which is computed one hundred and 
thirty werfts from astracuan, the country 1s not fo hilly., and as we advanced 
fouthward, it abounded more in verdure. “The grafs we found here was highly 
. “welcome to our cattle, which had fuffered very much for want of provender. 

"tt We encamped near the lake apack, whofe waters are falt, and where the enats 

were fo numerous, that we were obliged to make fires round our encampment, 

** and iuffer the inconvenience of fmoak, rather than of thofe vexatious infects. | 
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“ Tue 2d, we found freth water, which our horfes had not tafted for four days: 


“ here PETER the creat left three large bombs erected on each other, as a kind of 
Vou.I, : | ** monu- 
* The russians and TART ARS call them salcox, 
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monument of his having paffed that way, and probably with an intent. that the 
fieht of fuch: infruments of death might give the roving TarTarRs the higher 
idea of hig military power. From thence travelling to the hill ati sHan, we 
met a detachment of forty Russ1AN dragoons from Kistar, who brought with 
them feventy horfes for the ufe of the embaffador. _ 
“ THe 2d, our courfe lay through a barren plain to the fmall river BeKIsHErr 
MOYAK, on the banks of which the TARTARS report that poifonous herbs grow, 
which kill their cattle. Upon examination we found it to be only the {mall fort 
of KALI*; and, to convince them of their miftake, fome of useat of it. The 
fact is, that horfes coming from ASTRACHAN, and fuffering extremely for want 
of grafs and water, are, by the unfkilfulnefs of their riders, fuffered to eat and 
drink too much. The whole country between asTRACHAN and this place is 
impregnated with falt, and fgme of the lakes are covered with it, infomuch that. 
at certain feafons it is thick enough to bear a manor a horles thus, if it is 
confidered, what a quantity of undiffolved falc muft line the ftomach and guts of 
thefe animals, their blood-veflels being alfo faturated with it, it is ealy to imagine 
what mifchief it muft create, when the veilels come fo be diftended beyond their 
natural {pring, at the fame time that many of their excretions are {topped up. 
We could not difcover that horfes coming from KisLarR are fubject to the fame _ 
misfortune as here, and by the precaution we took, though we had three hun- 
dred and fifty horfes, not one of them died. | | St ates 
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Tur 3d, we travelled on the banks of the fmall fiver BEcKECHAY, which 
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being covered with verdure, and the waters tranfparent, as the {mall rivers here 
for the moft part are, afforded us great delight. ‘This country abounds with 


foxes, hares, and pheafants. Hence we pafied the river Borospa, which being 


more confiderable than the others, we were obliged to -ufe a bridge of timber, 
‘and incamping in a marfhy ground on the fouth fide of the river, the next day, 
the ath, we arrived at KisLar, which is computed five hundred werfts from 
ASTRACHAN. | | ? : 7 


} 


a 


“ Kispar ftands on the river TERECK, fometimes called the river KIZLAR,; 
though a barrier againft the TARTARS, it is a very mean place: at the weit end 
of the old town there is a fortification with a deep broad ditch flanked with 
counterfcarps. Here are commonly five hundred foldiers from the garrifon of 
ASTRACHAN, and, upon fome occafions, three or four marching regiments, 
with four or five thouland cossacKks, who are CHRISTIANS, befides CIRCASSIAN 
TARTARS’: the latter are commanded by their BEHURICH, OF chief, and are 
the proper inhabitants of this country: they are a well-made people, particularly 
their women, who are alfo comely and chafte. The men are reckoned more 
warlike than the pon cassacxs, though they acknowledge that courage is leis 
efteemed amongft them than in former days. They were conquered by Ivaw 
wassiLow1¥z, but have been indulged in. the ufe of their own religion, which is. 

: | oe 3 : °“* MAHOM- 


? Or areats, glafs-wort, the ath ofthis is ufed in making glafs and foap. F 


® Part ofthe ciacassraNs of KABARDINIA are under the protection of Russia: but the: major part: 
acknowledge the fovereignty of the TURKS. ; oO - | 
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TS BEA FOMMEDAN: they have two mofques a dittle weltward of KISLAR, and alfo 
“* nine villages *, They acknowledoe fubjeCtion to her un pera] majelty, to which 
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they are very faithful, though they complain of the opprefiion of the RUSSIAN 
Sovernors who are fer Over them, | | 


“ Anour thirty werits to the fouth-weft Of KISLAR, on the firft CIRCASSIAN 
mountain lying on the fouth of the river TERECK, there is a wel] about forty 
fathom, perpendicular, from which iffites boiling water into a ftone bafon, whom 
foon falls down a Precipice near thirty fathoms into the TERECK, in fufficient 
quantities to turn the wheel of a mill. The rartars convey it alfo into pits 
and find great reef in many complaints from bathing in jt, Amongtt fevers] 
experiments which the furgeon made of this water, he found that after it was 
bottled up clofe for a fthort time, the f{mel! of the Raptha went off Near this 
hill are feven fprings of the fame kind of water, and alfo. one which appears 
to be impregnated with allom; cing fo acid and reflringent as not to be borne 
long in the mouth. ‘T he furgeon made alfo an experiment of the heat of the 
well-water, by boiling a fowl in It in nine minutes; this fudden codion feemed 
to be caufed by the quantity of naptha, with which the water is impregnated, as 
is obvious from the {mel] of it. Not far diftant there are feveral {mall Pits due 
in the earth, in which there is falt of the utmott brightnefg and purity of colour. 
which diffolves in the mouth inftantaneoufly, Siving a very pungent fenfation. 
Though the weather waS now very cold, the warmth of thefe wells of hot water 
produced near them the verdure and flowers of {pring, anda B'eat concourfe of frogs 
About half a mile weftward of this hill-are feven wells of -naptha, in Which the 
wild {wine delicht to lies the TARTARS uf it for their lamps, | and for the axle- 
trees of their carts. At the back of thefe mountains are the CIRCASSIAN TaR- 
TAR, of whom fome are beet ° RUSSIA; their Country extends weltward 
towards the PaLus Ma&orTIs. thefe, we were 

worlhip a tree, and the head of a goat », - ured, ‘ome _“ pean, and 


SS January the 4th, 747, after {pending our time for'three months as well ag 


fuch a place would admit, having been much confined for fear of the roving 
TARTARS; the embaffador now received notice, that an efcort of PERSIANS. 
reported to be twelve thoufand men, was come on the RUSSIAN frontier to meet 
im. We therefore fet forward, and traverfing a marthy and woody ground 
which the fnow had rendered almoft impaffable, we encamped on the fouth-eatt 
fide of the fmal] river BuR GINE, where the RUSSIANS keep an advanced cuard 
The sth, the country being. covered with fnow, made our Journey laborious, 
Pafling the river STZUTZJA, Wwe cncamped on the banks of the AXAN *, 


cook" iy | 
_Usoves it had frozen but four days, we paffed over the ice on the AXAN, 
without the Jeaft danger, and on the 6th arrived at 4 TARTAR town under the 


| . 
RUSSIAN protections though otherwife a kind of independent flate, ‘The prince 


_«“ of 


. Pa 
“ Tue RUSSTANS call thefe GREBINSKIE. 


BASSLANS Were jealous, 


bb ¥ . . . . - | | | 
A FRENCH miflonary,, whom | Knew in PERSIA, offered to 9 among kt thefe people; but he faid.the 


‘By the rwsspans fometimes called Oxi and arrous. 
' K kg 
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of it was called ALI SHEFF: it-ftands on a high bank on the north fide of the 
“S river AHRAHIN, and contains about three hundred houfes; the walls of which. 
“© are of clay whitened with lime. ‘he inhabitants are the moft acute thieves 
“in the world, infomuch that the utmoft precaution we could ufe, was. nor - 
‘¢ fyfficient to prevent their pilfering us; and near to this is another TARTAR 
-& village fubje@ to the Russ1ans, Called aNDREWSKA. The next day we pafied the. 
ford of AHRAHIN, which is about three hundred paces broad, and the ftream 
“ rapid; then direéting our courfe eaftward, we arrived near the antlent SULAK, 
«© where ftood a fortification formerly belonging to the russians *. On the banks 
“ of the aHRAHIN, grows plenty of fhort wood, which is very heavy, and. the. 
“« bark of ic being taken off, is of a beautiful variegated colour. Proceeding: 
“ on our journey through a wood of oaks intwined with vines, we reached the 
& {mall river TERSCALY, which is called the boundary of the russian dominion. 
towards pERsta; though we might, with more propriety fay, towards DAG~ 
‘¢ arsTan, the country of the LESGEE TARTARS $ for they have not acknowledged. 
« fubjetion to rersta. Here feveralt prasran officers, attended by a guard, 
«© came to compliment the embaffador on his arrival. This river, though {mall,. 
«* is rapid, and evenin the fummer feafon not fordable towards noon ;. for as the itu- 
“¢ pendous mountains, which almoft furround it, are ever covered with fnow,: 
‘} when the fun acts intenfely, torrents of water fallfromthem*. = 
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_.« Tur oth, we encamped a fhort mile from the PERSIAN army. A detachment 
“ of our cossacks being fent for fuel, one of them was fhot dead through the- 
body with a fingle ball: “Fhe 11th, we joined the PeRstans, and marching 
under the mountains BISCHANSKY, we pitched our tents om a plain ground. The 
next day our road was alfo on a plain, having fonte lakes of water on the eait,” 
and lofty mountains on the weit. | Several camels belonging to the PERSIANS, 
‘dropped with fatigue, and they either cut their throats, or ham-ftrung them, 
that the TARTARS might not, on their recovery, receive any benefiL 9-7 | 
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‘© Tue reth, yefterday and to-day we paffed through feveral tracts of arable land, 
“¢ the road being indifferently-good till we arrived on the north fide of the moun- 
tain TARKU, whole fummit appears like a table; its higheft fide declines towards 

the lofty mountains already mentioned; there is another large rock on the fur-. 

© face of it in an orbicular form : this is feparated from the other mountains by a deen 
‘* valley. About two miles from the fea isa beautiful plain ; near the foot of the moun- 
tain were vineyards. and gardens of fruit,, which the PERSIANS entirely cut down 
| _ ee a,  &¢ for 
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“4 & Ture fortification was intended to awe the CIRCASSIAW TARTARS as far a3 TARKU, as they fre- 
quently made ‘nroads into the lower countries. At BONACK the RUSSIANS built another fort, with a 
* view to preferve the communication between RUSSIA and DERBEND. From thence to sHABRAN quite 
to BAKU I never Juarnt that they built any fortifications, or that the LesSGEE TARTARS troubled them. 
with any vifits. ‘Ihe country from K1sLaR quite to RESHD was ander the Russian fubjection, in con- 
* fequence of the conqueft made by peTeR the GREAT} jt is bounded by the mountains on the welt, 
and*by the caspran on the eaft. The chief towns are TARKU, BOYNAK, DERBEND, BAKU, AS- 
« TARA, KESKAR, and RESHD, and their dependencies. Some of the inhabitants of the Mocawn plaiits, 
4 i is alfo faid, acknowledged the fovereignty of russta, and paid fome {mall tribute.” pe 
Tue gentleman who obliged me with the journal, being a north BRITON, takes notice that. the hizhe. 


lands of scoTLAND are but as mole-hills to thefe mountains. 
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for the ule of the embaffader and his retinue alledging however that the Tar- 
vars had killed or ftolen fifteen PERSIANS belonging to their body the night 
betore ; for though thefe villagers profefs fubjection to the perstans, yet when- 
ever an opportunity offers to commit any hoftility in a fecret manner, they fel- 
dom decline their antient cuftom. . | 


‘* On the declivity of this hill are three TarTar villages, about an ENcLISE 
mile diftant from each other, which contained about one thoufand fouls; and 
notwithitanding their vicinity, were in a ftate of war. -The Tartar princes, 
who formerly extended their dominions as far as the black fea, it is faid, chofe 
this hill as their refidence, which is the more probable from the feveral extenfive 
burial-places near it, where are many monuments of {tone, with hieroglyphics 
exprefling the characters and profeffions of the deceafed, In this place the 


‘LESGEES attacked PETER the GREAT im 1722, when he marched an army into 


PERSIA; and. according to fome reports, they killed no lefs than three thoufand 
RUSSIANS, Some part of the embaffador’s retinue went to the neareft village, 
and were civilly treated; the rarTars offered them two large loaves of bread, 
in.exchange for a gun flint. SO eo ne 


“© Tut réth, leaving TARKU, and paffing ever feveral ftony hills, we pitched 


our tents on the high banks of the little river Manas, and from thence throuch 
deep vallies, which made the journey tedious, into an open plain, where the 
RUSSIAN army in 1722, was again attacked by the rartars, who were foon 
repulfed. A detachment of them now took their ftand upon an eminence near 
BO¥NAK. Not far from this place, the potisy embaffador, in his return from 
PERSIA in 1639, having, by his fault or misfortune, quarrelled with the in- 
habitants, was cut off with his whole retinue, three only excepted, who efcaped, 
into. PERSIA. Nor were the Honsremn embaffadors in lef perplexity the year 
before, when all their prudence and refolution feemed neceilary to ward off the 
blow which they had reafon to apprehend from the DAJESTAN TARTARS, 
Things indeed were now very differently circumitanced, not only with reeard to 


the terror of the RUSSIAN arms in general, but alfoof the neighbourhood of the 
RUSSIAN garrifons, | | | : 


© Tue roth, we paffed by an old prrsran caltle, near which we viewed the 


plains where Napir sHan loft a great number of his forces three years before, in 
the rebellion of suirvan, in which the Lescers took part. This country is 


well ftocked with wild hogs and elks; we killed a very large boar that we roufed. 
in the midit of our cam p: : ) | 


“Tae 18th, our courfe lay along the fide of low fandy hills to the eaftward of 
us, and we encamped in a plain where napir suaAn had buile a fort to awe the 
TARTARS 3 but it was now deferted. - Here we found great plenty of game, as 
wine, deer, elks, hares, foxes, and fhackals, with abundance of partrulges, 
pheafants, quails, wild geefe, ducks, -and other fowls. The next day we travel- 
led over a country more cultivated; and pafling by a well of hot water. we 
gitched our tents on the declivity of DERBEND hill, the city appearing about 


fe far. 
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“¢ two miles diftance. From hence ate feen feveral turrets, yet perfect, which the 
<‘ PERSIANS pretend are part of a wall built by aLexanpzrR the GREAT, from 
*« hence quite to the black fea. ‘The mountains here make a very aweful appear-_ 
- © ance, reaching above the clouds; fo that their fummits are hardly viftble in thé 
«¢* cleareft weather. | | - 





CHAP LY 


‘A continuation of the RuSStAN embaffy. Defeription of DERBEND and iis confines. 
An account of the government, drefs, religion, foil, trade, ‘Sc. of the LESGEE 
TARTARS. | : 


F “ ‘ 1 


ee FiE goth of january 174%, we pitched our tents under the fouth-wall of 
“6 DERBEND: the embaffador would have preferred that firuation to the city, - 
& where he could not have accommodated all his guard and retinue; had there 

«¢ been no objection to their admittance. | | es | 


“© A city of fuch great antiquity as this, and fo often mentioned by hiftorians, 
deferves more than common attention, efpecially as it is the only place now 
_ *¢ {tanding upon the fhores of the caspraw fea, which has any thing to boaft of. 
_ & Te is natural to believe, that hiftorians often borrow from each other, few | 
«* taking the pains to examine into a fact, the reality of which no one has pre- 
“ «ended to confute. The curious will find many circumftances to incline their 
belief, that pErRpenD was built by aLexanpEeR the creat’. They do not 
<¢ however afcribe the whole to him, but the higheft and ftrongeft part, which is 
“to the weltward. | | 
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“ Turs city has often ‘changed its mafter, having been feveral times in the hands 
. ® of the rurKs; the rarTars alfo are faid to have had poffeffion of it. The 
«© russians kept it for feveral years during this century ; and now it is again in. 
the hands of the perstans, According to the neareft computation, it is about. 
<< three ENGLIsH-miles in length, but in breath not exceeding half a mile. It 
« extends itfelf from the verge of the fhore due weft up to the foot of a lofty . 
*¢ mountain, the whole on a declivity ; and its natural fituation is fuch as to form, 
“ in ftrict propriety, the gates of pyrsta on this fide, for there is no paffage te 
“ the weftward without going deep into the mountains, which are guarded by 
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* When prrer the creat returned from his PERsran war, the greateft motive to triumph feemed 
to be the receipt of'the filver key of pErBeND, which was delivered to him, and which in a pompous 
‘manner was carried kefore him when he entered mosco; and the foundation of DERBEND being afcribed 
to ALEXANDER the GreaT, this gave occafion to the following infeription on:one of the triumphal ar- 
_ awhes erected on this occation: | oe CF : 
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“© their proper inhabitants, who have not fubmitted to the PERSIAN yoke, .Th's 
‘* place is divided into three quarters, appropriated to different purpoies, each 
‘< having their -dittin& walls, which ferve alfo to render the ground more equal on 
¢ the declivity. | a _ 


* 


- * ‘THE upper town, which is abour half a mile fquare, conftitutes the citadel, 
_ “ and is incomparably the ftrongeft. As the persrans have been in war with the 
‘* varrars for feveral years, they are extremely jealous; infomuch that fome 
“ of the embaffador’s people, who approached the exterior part of the walls 
-* of the citadel, were beat of with ftones, and feveral mufquets difcharged at 
“ them. No perfon is permitted to enter it but the foldiers which belong to the 
“* garrifon, except upon extraordinary occafions. The citadel has its diftinct go- 
“ vernor, with whom the other does not interfere: they mount about forty pieces 
“-of cannon; but what their ftrength otherwife was, we had no opportunity of 
* obferving, | oo : 


“ Tue walls of the middle town are about thirty feet high, near. twenty feet 
© thick at the foundation, and twelve or fifteen in the upper part, “having a breatt- 
“work of about three feet thick, and port-holes at convenient diftances for 
* mufquets, or bows and arrows: It is defended alfo by’ about fixty flanking 
“ baftions, for the moft part fquare, but of greater ufe againft the TARTARS 
“ than they could be to oppofe an evropzan army. The walls are made of a 
“ fhelly ftone, which appears to be a compofition of fea-thells very ftronely 
‘ cemented. Fifow nature has produced thefe, or whether they remained from the 
“ deluge, we muft leave the curious to determine ; only obferving, chat fuch thells 
“do not appear on any of the caspian fhores. It is certain however that the 
“ rocks about the town are of the fame compofition, which, though hard as a 
“ ftone, has a different property, inafmuch as a cannon-ball has no other effeét, 


*/ 


“ than to make an impreffion of its own diameter*, 


“Tue gates of the city have very ftrong. and well-made arches, with fiiding 
“holes to fhoot arrows, or throw down great {tones on the enemy.. In the middle 
“city they are not ferupulous of admitting foreigners. The ftreets are not regular, 
“nor are they paved at prefent, though they have been fo formerly: many ot 
“the houfes are fupported on one fide by the hill; but numbers are fallen down, - 
“and the greateft part in ruins, It is hardly poffible to defcribe the miferies Which. 
“this place fuffered about four years before, when NADIR SHAH. Came in perfon 
“ againtt the LesGeEs; we faw a fpecimen of it by the carcaftes of horfes, and | 
“other animals, which were fuffered to remain in the ftreets, and in ruined 

Oo |  houfes. 


“at 


* Captain wooproore, from whom I take part of this account, fays thefe ftoaes in the outfide are for 
the molt part of two or three tons in meafurement, and fome yet more weighty. They are very weil 
jonted, and regularly laid. Oxvearivs remarked in 1638, that a man might judge the wall to be built 
of the beft and faireft kind of free ftone; but coming near, he fays they appeared to be “ mufcle __ 
“fhelis and pieces of free-ftone beaten and moulded like brick, which time has produced to a - 
“ hardnefs beyond that of marble ;” but there is no donbt they are of the fame nature as fome of the 
adjacent rocks, 
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«© houfes.. We found alfo in this town about five hundred men, whofe eyes 
& waDIR SHAH had caufed to be put out at one time. Here is a yery magnificent 
«© mofque, the roof of which is fupported by eighty-four arches: NADIR SHAH 

converted it into a magazine*; we went into it on horfeback, without giving any 


“ kind of offence. Here are feveral caravanferais that belong to the ARMENIANS, 
‘© andare much the beft. | 


ee 


-_ 


+ 


_-« Tue “eaftermoft part of the lower city is wafhed by the fea, the rifing of 
which has, of late years, made no fmal! impreffion upon the walls, Thefe are. 
“ guarded by two round baftions, without which there was formerly a harbour 
«s for fmall veffels. It was not till of late that this lower town had any inha- 
«¢ bitants; but napiIR, having built a palace in it, caufed feveral ftreets of houfes 
alfo to be ereéted, with a view to eftablifh a confiderable commerce in the city, 
which he made a free port’, Here peter the crear eftablifhed his principal 
magazines; and the. PERSIAN foldiers now keep” their flocks in this part of — 
“ the city: but the tarrars, either by undermining or fcaling the walls, fre-. 
4 quently make incurfions in the night in fmall parties, carrying away whatever 
they meet with. | | Loe 
«© Tur cruelties which are reciprocally exercifed between the PERsIANs and 
LEsceEs are hardly to be-conceived: fuch as are taken and {ujpected of being — 
fpies, have their eyes put out, and are turned out of the city: many who are 
made prifoners in battle, have both their arms cut off, and fuch as are taken 
in their flight have frequently their legs cut off, and are left to, expire in the 
Feld in thefe miferable circumftances, unlefs they are fecretly and accidentally 
relieved by their countrymen. The leaders of them they decapitate, and throw 
their heads into a heap in the manner they pile fhot*. re 
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-€¢ Ow the fouth fide of pERBEND are many vineyards and gardens, which are 
continued for near eight miles to the fouthward: but thefe, as well as their 
arable lands, have pattaken the common fate of war. On both fides of the 
city, on the declivity of the hill, are many anticent burial-places ; and the 
PERSIANS report, that of thefe are not lefs than forty belonging to CHRISTIAN 
TARTAR princes, who have died fighting for their religion. There are many 
antient tomb-ftones, from fix to nme feet long, which cover the graves, with 
infcriptions not intelligible to any of the prefent inhabitants. The Persians, 
who deal much in the marvellous, endeavoured to perfuade us, that thele {tones 
were cut in length exaétly to the ftature of the deceaied*. _ 
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“ As the neighbourhood of this city is the country of the LESGEE TARTARS; 


<¢ before we depart from hence, it is neceflary we fhould fay fomething concerning 


‘< them, and the more as they are well known to be fome of the braveft people 
- | a | Sip 
. = ‘ 7 an . : . | . 
4 This is the building which rendered the TURKS fo ferupulous of yielding up the city to FETER 
the GREAT. 


b ‘This feems to bave been awell concerted fcheme towards the redu“tion | 


of the LESGEE TARTARS. ¢ Captain WOODROOFE, who was fome time at DERBEND 


during the war with the TARTARS, makes this report, : ¢ According to woopRocre’s 
wacCOUlit, ° ~ -_ ' 
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in the world, Their country extends fouth from near the Jatitude of TARKU. 
about forty leagues, and twenty-five weltward, They are under feveral dif.. 
ferent chiefs*, who, in cafe of danger to their common Hberty, unite their. 
forces, Some few of them have heen occafionally fubjected to the pERSIANS ; 
but as to the caracaira”’, and their neighbours to the north and. weft of. 
the PERSIAN dominions, it does not appear, at any period of time, that they 
have ever fubmitted. Indeed their fituation is fuch, with regard to the natural 
bulwarks of their mountains, that fo long as they retain their virtue, they can 
hardly be enflaved. Their chief is called their ousma1; his refidence is about 
thirty ENGLIsH miles north-weft of DERBEND. OLEARIUS gives an account of 
the humourous manner of their chufing the scHEMKALL. This is done by the. 
prieft throwing a golden apple in a ring, round which the candidates are 


feated ; and the perfon whom it ftops at, becomes their fovereign ; but, as they 


live under a kind of a republican government, the diftin¢ction paid him is not. 


* very confiderable. 


*¢ Tuest people are able to bring, according to their own accounts, near fixty 
thoufand men into the field. They have had frequent wars with the PERSIANS, 
and laftly with napirR sHAB, who, with fifteen thoufand men, purfued a large 
body of them into the hills; but was at length glad ¢o retreat, after fuftaining a 
very confiderable lofs, Several persrans, who were taken prifoners on that oc-- 
cafion, were cruelly maimed in their nofes, ears, or eyes, and fent to NapIR, 
with meffages of defiance. _ pm 7 


&< THEse people are often | cuilty of rapine, not only in the low-lands, and in 
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large bodies, but alfo in flying parties, pillaping the ARMENIANS and GEORGI- 


' aNS, whofe trade brings them between Baku and pERBEND; otherwife they are 
-oftenmbliged to pay a heavy contribution for a fafe convoy. Thele rarTars 


are however remarkable in this, that if any ftranger travelling into their country, 
or on the borders of it, feek their protection, and chufes a guide from among. 
them, let him meet never fo ftrong a party, it is enough if the guide declares 
that the ftranger is his gueft ; for they are hardly known to violate the laws of. 
hofpitality in any inftance of this nature. | : 


. 7B . 


“ Tw their perfons they are well made, ‘of good ftature, and extremely active * 


their countenance is fwarthy, their features regular, and theit eyes black, and 
full of life. SO | | 


¢ Tuer drefs refembles the GREEK of ARABIAN manner, many of them wear- 


i ing the fame kind of drawers reaching down to their ancles. Their caps are not 


*« fo lofty as thole of the pERsiawms, neither do all of them wear their beards, fome 
“¢ preferring whiikers only. : - 


c Prey 


* The governors of diftrifs, fome of whom pay homage to the ‘PERSIANS ; thole are called | 


SCHEMKALLS, _, . 2 A fpecies of Lescess fo called. 


Vou I. _ -_ Li 
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“© TuHey live after the manner of the PERSIANS, profefiing the MAHOMMEDAN | 
religion ; but at the fame time they talk very lightly of the pretended miracies 
of MAHOMMED ; adding, that he was a very artful man; and whether he has 
any particular intereft with the ALMIGHTY, will be beft known hereafter. That 
they once profeffed the CHRISTIAN religiot® feems to be in the hicheft degree 
probable: A FRENCH miffionary + who refided fome time in their country, 
affirms, that he found among them feveral books relating to CHRISTIANITY. 
The fame is confirmed by the expeciition which NADIR SHAH made, when, 
among, other fpoils, he brought ‘away divers books, fome of which he had the 
curiofity to order to be cranflated ; and from. thence it alfo appeared, that they 
had been cuRESTIANS. The PERSIANS Will hardly be perfuaded that they do. 
not continue fuch, feeing that they drink wine without referve, and marry but 
one woman °. | I 7 : : 


«“ Tere vallies are exceeding fertile, producing plenty of wheat, oats, and 


‘barley, with abundance of fheep, whilft their hills are covered with vines, from 


which they make very good wine, and have great plenty of it. ‘Their country 
‘5 for the moft part very pleafant. They are ingenious in feveral manufactures — 
of wool and camels hair ; and none of the neighbouring nations equal them in 
making firearms, which they fell to the pERSsTANS. The ARMENIANS bring. 
them dyed callicoes, and other manufactures of PERSIA, alfo rings, knives, and. 
ear-rings made in EUROPE, ‘n return of which they receive madder‘; alio fre-- 
arms, and coarfe woollen manufactures : together with falfe PERSIAN money 5- 
for as the coin of this empire is made fmall and thick, it is.counterfeited exactly 
with very little filver. It 1s {aid the ARMENIANS. accept of this counterfeit for a 
quarter part of its current value: however this may be, it is certain there are: 


_ great quantities of this money in PERSIA, not only filver, but gold alfo. Thefe: 


rarTars trade likewife with the russians with their madder, taking in ex- 
change, fhoes, boots, and cloathing of dreffed’ fheep fkins.” | : 


_* A jesutt, with whom I was particularly acquainted in GHILAN, and from whom I received: 
the greateft part of this account. : : : Oo 3 a 


b According to the miffionary’s account ; others fay that a plurality is allowed ; fo- that I imagine. 


they differ fiom each other in this particular, in different parts of their country. 


¢ A root which dyes red, 


CHAR 
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CHA P. LVI 


Gontinuation of the RUSSIAN embaffy, vith a ‘defeription of the tradt of country from 
DERBEND fo BAY, and a fuccin# account of this city, 


HE 2oth of january 1747, we left Dergenp, marching fouthward, the 

T high mountain on which that city ftands, being on the weft, and the fea 
to the eaftward of us: we travelled by feveral woods, and over a {mall river, — 
“* and encamped on a plain feventeen werfts from perBEND. We had already, on 
“* the other fide of that city, been much incommoded with fhackals; but here 
“their howling was more intolerable; when one begins, they all take the cry: 
‘* however, they do no other mifchief. Fo . 


€ 


* 


La 


“* THe 3oth, we pafled two very high ridges covered with grafs,- which the - 
PERSIANS faid were the walls of a great city, once the refidence of the princes of. 
the hilly country. From thence directing our march through the ruins of a 
large town, a wood of oaks, and fome arable land, though now deferted, We,’ 
pafied the urpas, and feveral little rivers, till we reached the SAMBUR, which 

is near a mile broad. The courfe of this river is rapid, but we paffed it without. 
difficulty, and pitched our tents on the fouth banks, leaving behind us a {mall 

fort on the north fide. Here we found great plenty of wild fwine, hares, 
_ partridges, and pheafants, alfo a moor-fowl, the fleth of which was very delicious. 
“From thence travelling through a country of rich ground well watered, and 

* indifferently wooded for about twelve werlts, we paffed through another town in 

“ruins : from hence the country is more fandy. | 
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“© Fepruary the 2ift, we pitched our tents on the declivity of a hill, having a 
caftle to the fouth-weft. It was now cléar weather and hard froft; we had the 
“ view of a very remarkable mountain, called the sHan’s hill, from which the fhow 
* appeared in a great variety of hues. The next day we pafled many rivulets, fix 
“of which were not inconfiderable; their banks are well wooded with timber. — 
‘*© We encamped near the caftle of SHIRVAN, where there was a garrifon of five 
hundred PERSIANS, ie 3d, we paffed not far from the ruins of a large city, 
faid to be the old sHamakteE *, and pitched our tents on the declivity of a verdant 
‘hill, having the fea ata fmall diftance to the ealtward, ) 
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‘© Tue 4th, we arrived at the caravanferai, which is efteemed the firft in the 
PERSIAN dominions ; from hence are to be {een the remains of fome old walls 
“which run into the fea. Near this caravanferai is the peak sPITZBERMACK, 
which jn form refembles a man’s hand, and is of the fame kind of matter as 
the walls of DERBEND. Some of our company made an excurfion to the foor | 
of it, and thence up a fteep hill to a fort, which has a battlement round it of 

| | I 2 | “* hewn 
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* Naovir sian removed the inhabitants to the weftward over the mountains, 
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4¢ hewn ftone. This runs on the fouth-fide of the rock, till ic forms the fummit of 
“ a precipice, whofe bottom the hazy weather did not permit us to difcover. There 
«© are feveral fquare holes, as if intended to throw down {tones ; and an arched 
—* yault, of which part is broken down: from thence we climbed up about thirty 
‘© fathoms to the top of the peek; it forms near a femicircle, round which we. 
«© obferved the remains of a wall. On the fouth-fide there are above one hundred 
 ftone fteps, by which we defcended, and found a {mall {quare platform, furrounded 
‘© with a wall of about twelve feet on each fide; then going on northward, we faw: 
“© nothing but a precipice, till the clouds intercepted our fight, though the fky 
™ above us was ferene. . We then paffed between an opening in the rock to the weft. 
“6 fide, and came to a fmall! fquare, where we founda book ia the niche of one of the . 
«© walls, the characters of which we apprehended to be araspic; the paper was. 
very hard and unpliable. This romantic fcene, which is difficult to defcribe, 
*“ the persIANS and TARTARS believe to be the refidence of the prophet ELIAs,. 
“ when he fled from anas. Near it is the burying-place of fome of the 
‘© MAHOMMEDAN prophets. From hence appeared the fummits of many moun- 
tains, raifing their proud heads above the clouds. _We now returned the fame 
« way as we came to the head of the fteps, and obferved, at the fouth end of the 
“ peak, a pillar of flone of about fixty feet high, and near five feet diameter, at 
‘® the foot of which the rock was black for fome diftance, the PERSIANS fay 
«© there fometimes runs a ftream of water. As the embaffador and his retinue 
**-paffed under the hill, we heard a very confufed noife, as coming from a great: 
 diftance: upon our difcovery of fome TARTARS, we refolved to retire imme- 
“ diately. This is faid to have been formerly a neft of robbers; but the want of 
*. water has diflodged them. If there is a poffibility of an impregnable caftle, this: 
” * certainly might be rendered fuch. ee ae 


. | * Tus sth, we travelled about forty werfts, the moft part through a barren and 
- fandy foil, but good road, leaving feveral fprings of black naptha to the 
 weftward, amd encamped at the caravanferai near NIEZABAD. CS 
© Tur 6th, we proceeded on our journey, paffing by three caravanferais to the. 
© eaftward, and fix wells of white naptha at the foot of a hill, covered with verdure 
on the north: the {mell of the naptha was very offenfive.. We travelled over | 

‘¢ feveral rocks of brown foft free-{ftone, and encamped on the north fide of Baku, 

_ © remarkable for the beft haven on the caspran. Here fhips can lie moored 

.* head and ftern, with their heads to the. fea forty fathoms off the fhore, within. 

_ a’ the command of two ftrong baftions, as alfo by the fide of the wall of the 

ee purthernmoft baftion.. In this city is a fumptuous palace of hewn ftone, which 

sompHe Russian bombs in 1722 had contributed to. reduce to the ruinous ftate in. 

~ *© which we found it. The persians fay, that as the TurKs made ufe of it as a 

“* magazine, they will not repair it ;. but the truth is, they are in no circumftances. 
“© to do any fuch thing, re oe 


* Ture rebellion of 1743 did not coft lefs.than the lives of fifteen thoufand men,. 
'to the province and the adjacent country of sHrRVAN. Formerly many mer- 
chants lived here, efpecially inpians and ARMENIANS, tegether with feveral. 
_ | A ad —e . . oe 46. TARTARS: 
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“ raRTARS; and, in the fingle branch of raw filk, they ufed to export four 
“€ hundred bales of twenty-five batmans each; but now they have fcarce any 
“* velliges of commerce. en oe 


* 


“Tus city is faid to have been built by the rurxs: the fortification is femj- 
‘* circular, and. the two points of it are extended into the fea. It is defended by a 
“& double wall, of which the inmoft is lofty for a persian fortification. It has 
*-alio a ditch and redouts, which laft conftirute the greateft part of its ftrength. 
*« Theie were made by the russrans when they were matters of the city; but the 
‘6 PERSIANS are ignorant of the ule of them. .The ditch has no communication 
“« with the fea, being on dry ground, as the place ftands on a declivity ; but they 
can fill it in twenty-four hours by water which runs from the adjacent mountains, 
‘¢ As all the country here is impregnated with falt and fulphur, the water, though 
“* efteemed wholefome, is very unpleafant. The neighbourhood of this city fup- 
“ plies GHILAN, and MAZANDERAN,. and other countries contiguous, with rock- 
** falt, brimftone, and naptha. It is the only place near the caspian that produces 
*< faffron, for which it is famous. They have alfo red wine here, of a {trong body 
“ and well-tafted, which the AarmMENraNS make at sHamMakiz. The country 
“ abounds in hares, deer, and antilopes; the flefh of the Jatt is delicious food. 
‘* Round paku are feveral lofty and craggy mountains, on which are very ftrong 
*¢ watch-towers ; thefe feem to have been intended to give alarm, in time of war. 
“ of the approach of the rurKs, or highland rarrars; to the depredations of 
both which this city has been often expofed.” ne | 
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CHA PRP. LVIL 
A fuccine® account of the antient persian religion, with feveral minute particulars 
( relating to the everlafting fire* near Baku, and the extracrdinary effeéts of this 


phenomenon, to which the INDIANS pay divine honours; alfo the fe called Moum 
SEUNDURAIN. | | . | 


Muft beg leave to interrupt the journal of the embaffy at saxu, where an 
if objeft prefents itfelf that reminds us of the antient religion of the PERSIANS. 
ZOROASTER, the founder of this religion, appeared about the year of the world 
2860. This great philofopher was ftruck with the demonftrations of the perfection 
of that felf-exiftent being, who is the author of af] good. Being at a lois how to 
account for the introduction of evil into the world; he imagined there were two 
principles; one the caufe of all good, which he reprefented by light; and 
the other, the caufe of all evil, which he figured to himfelf by darknefs. He 
eonlidered light as the moft perfect fymbol of true wifdom and intellectual 
endowment ; and darknefs the reprefentative of things hurtful and deftrudtive. 
From hence he was led to inculcate an abhorrence of all images, and to teach his 
7 a — . _ followers 
* As denominated by the rnpraxs. "The author of the journal of the embafly did not go to {ee this 
fue ; but the concurrent teftimony of many who did fee it, puts the matter beyond doubt to me. 
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followers to worfhip cop only, -under the form of fire; confidering the bright- 
nefs, activity, purity, and incorruptibility of that element, as bearing the moft, 
perfect refemblance to the nature and perfections of the good deity. for the fame. 
— Feafon the PERSIANS fhewed a particular veneration to the fun, which was founded. 
on their belief, that it is the nobleft creature of the vifible world, and that the 
throne of the Almighty is feated in it. This good principle, which they acknow-" 
ledged to be the omnipotent creator and preferver of all things, they called yazan, 
‘and alfo onMuzD, which fignify fupreme. ‘he evil principle they ftiled anari- 
man, i.e. the devil. — Some have afferted that the antient vp eRSsIANS held a coeter-. 


_ nity of thele two principles ; but others, who feem better acquainted with the true 


cenets of this religion, agree that oRMUZD, according to the PERSIAN mythology, 
Grit fubfitted alone; that by him both the light and darknefs were created; and 
that AHARIMAN was created, or rather arofe from darknefs. In the compofition 
* of this world, good and evil being thus mixed together, they. believed they would 
continue till the end of all things, when each fhould be feparated and reduced 
to its own iphere. . , | | 


THE antient PERSIANS erected no temp'es, but offered their facrifices in the open 
air, and generally on the top of a hill; or they efteemed it injurious to the majelty 
of the cop of heaven, to fhut up in walls, him to whom all things are open; .. 
whom the world cannot contain; who fils immenfity with his prefence; and 
to whom the whole earth, with regard to man, fhould be efteemed as an houfe | 
or temple. | | : 


- Berween the beginning of the reign of cyrus the GREAT and the end of that of 
panius the fonof uysTaspis, being about fix hundred years after the firft zoroas- | 
TER, whom [ have mentioned, another philofopher of the fame name arofe. This 
~ Jatt undertook to reform fome articles in the antient religion: he taught that there 
is one fupreme, independent, and felf-exiflent being. That under him there are. 
' gwo angels, the one of light, who is the author of all good; and the other of 
darknefs, who is the author of all evil, That thefe two, by 2 mixture of light 
and darknefs, made all things which are. hat they are in a perpetual ftrugele | 
with each other; where the angel of light prevails, there good reigns ; and where 
the angel of darknefs, there evil predominates. That this. ftrugegle fhall Jaft till. 
the end of the world, when there will be a day of judgment, in which all fhall . 
receive a juft retribution according to their works: after which the angel of dark-_ 
~ nefs and his followers fhall be caft into a world of their own, where they fhall 
fifter for their evil deeds in darkneis, which to all eternity fhall be feparated from. 
the light. But thofe who cherifhed and cultivated their fpiritual nature, and obeyed 
the angel of light, fhall go with him into a world, where, amidft everlafting 
brightnefs and triumphant glory, they fhall receive the rewards due to. their 
cood deeds. : | | | | | 


-Turs laft zoroASTER, contrary to his great predeceffor, caufed temples to be 
built, in which the facred fires were ordered to be conftantly and carefully preferved, - 


THESE opinions, with a few alterations, are ftill maintained: by fome of the 
pofterity of the antient INDIANS and PERSIANS, who are called GEBERS, OF GAURS, 
soo, . _ | , : | and 
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and are very zealous in preferving the religion of their anceftors ; particularly in . 
regard to their veneration for the element of fire. What they commonly call the 
EVERLASTING FIRE, hear BAKU, before which thefe people offer their fupplications, - 
is a phenomenon of a very extraordinary nature, in fome meafure peculiar to this 
country, and therefore deferving of a particular defcription, : 


Tuts objeCt of devotion to the czBers, lies about ten encLIsH miles north-eatt 
by eaft from the city of Baku, ondryrocky land. ‘There are feveral antient temples 
built with ftone, fuppofed to have been all dedicated to fre; moft of them are 
arched vaults, not above ten to fifteen feet high. Amongft others there is a little 
temple, in which the tnprans now worfhip: near the altar, about three fect high, is 
a large hollow cane, from the end of which iffues a blue flame, in colour and 
gentlenefs not unlike a lamp that burns with {pirits, but feemingly more pure. 
Thefe inprans affirm, that this fame has continued ever fince the flood, and they 
believe it will laft to the end of the world; that if it was refitted or fuppreffed in 
that place, it would rife in fome other. Here are generally forty or fifty of thefe 
poor devotees, who come on a pilgrimage from their own country, and fubfift upon 
wild fallary, and a kind of serusaLeM artichokes, which are very good food, with 
other herbs and roots, found a little to the northward. Their bufinefs is to make 
expiation, not for their own fins only, but for thofe of others; and they continue 
the longer time, in proportion to the number of perfons for whom they have en- | 
gaged to pray. They mark their foreheads with faffron, and have a great venera- 
tion for a red cow. ‘They wear very little cloathing, and thofe who are of the mott 
diftinguifhed piety, put one of their arms upon their head, or fome other part of the 
body, ina fixed pofition, and keep it unalterably in that attitude. 7 

ALITTLE way from the temple is a low clift of a rock, in which there is horizontal 
gap, two feet from the ground, near fix long, and about three feet broad, out of 
which iffues a conftant fame, of the colour and natere I have already defcribed ; 
when the wind blows, it rifes fometimes eight feet high, but is much lower jn itil] 
weather: they do not perceive that the flame makes any impreffion on the rock. 
This alfo the mnp1ans worfhip, and fay ir cannot be refitted but it wil] rife in. 
fome other place. About twenty yards on the back of this clift is.a well cut in a 
rock twelve or fourteen fathom deep, with exceeding good water. — 


Te earth round this place, for above two miles, has ‘this furprizing property, 
that by taking up two or three inches of the furface, and’ applying a live coal, the 
part which is fo uncovered immediately takes fire, aloft before the coal touches, 
the earth: the flame makes the foil hot, but does not coniume it, nor alfeé® what is 
fear it with any degree of heat. Any quantity of this earth carried’ to another 
place does not produce this effes:. Not long fince eight horfes were confiimed by 
this fire, being under a roof where the furface of the pround was turned up, and 


by fome accident took flame, 7 eg, OS a 


Ir a cane or tube, even of paper, be fet about two inches in the ground, confined 
and clofe with earth below, and the top of it touched with-a live cosl, and blowm 


upon, immediately a flame iffues, without hurting either the cane or p2per, provided. 
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the edges be covered with clay; and this method they ufe for light in their houfes, . 
which have only the earth for the foor: three or four of thefe lighted canes will boil 
water in a pot; and thus they drefs their victuals. The flame may be extingutlhed: 
in the fame manner as that of fpiritsof wine. The ground is dry and ftony, and the 
more ftony any particular part is, the ftronger and clearer is the flame ; it {mells ful- 
phurous like naptha, but not very offenfive. oe _ aan 
“Lrg is burnt to great perfeGtion by means of this phanomenon; the flame com- - 
municating itfelf to any diftance where the earth is uncovered to receive it... The 
Bones mult be laid on one another, and in three days the lime is completed. . Near 
this place brimftone is dug, and naptha-fprings are found, ) a 
Tue chief place for the black or dark-grey naptha is the {mall ifland weToy, now. 
uninhabited, except at fuch.times as they take naptha from thence. ‘The PERSIANS” 
load it in bulk in their wretched veffels; fo that fometimes the fea is covered with | 
it for leagues together. When the weather is thick and hazy, the fprings boil up. 
the higher; and the naptha often takes fire on the furface of the earth, and runs 
in a flame into the fea, in great quantities, to a diftance almoft incredible. In. 
clear weather the fprings do not boil up above two or three feet: in boiling over, 
this oily fubftance makes fo ftrong a confiltency as by degrees almoft to clofe the 
- mouth of the fpring; fometimes it is quite clofed, and forms hillocks that look as 
black as pitch; but the fpring, which is refifted in one place, breaks out in another. 
Some of the fprings, which have not been long open, form a mouth of eight or 
cen feet diameter. Oo ns 


THe people carry the naptha by troughs into pits or refervoirs, drawing it off 
from one to another, leaving in the firft refervoir the water, or the heavier part with — 
- which it is mixed when it iffues from the fpring. It is unpleafant to the fmell, and 
ufed moftly amongft the poorer fort of the prrstans, and other neighbouring peo- 
ple, as we ule oil in lamps, or to boil their victuals ; but it communicates a difa- 
ereeable tafte. They find it burn beft with a {mall mixture of afhes: as they And 
ic in great abundance, every family. is well fupplied. They keep it, at a {mall 
diftance from their houfes, ia earthen veffels under ground, .to prevent any accident 
by fire, of which it is extremely fuiceptible. Te, 

Tuere is alfo a white naptha on the peninfula of apcHERON, of a much thinner 
confiften¢y; but this is found only in {mall quantities. The Russians drink it 
both as a cordial and medicine, but it does not intoxicate‘ if taken internally it is 
faid to be good for the ftone, as .alfo for diforders of the breaft, and in venereal 
cafes, and fore heads; to both the laft the PERSIANS are very fubject, Externally 
applied, it is of great ufe in fcorbutic pains, gouts, cramps, 8c. but it mut be 
put to the part affected only ; it penetrates inftantaneoufly into the blood, and is apt, 
for a fhort time, to create great pain. It has alfo the property of fpirits of wine to 
take out greafy fpots in filks or woollens ; but the remedy is worfe than the difeale; 
for it leaves an abominable odour. . They fay it is carried into INDIA asa great rarity, 
and being prepared as a japan, is the moft beautiful and latting of any that has 
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been yet found. Not far from hence are alfo fprings of het water, which boil up 


in the fame manner as the naptha, and very thick, being impregnated with a blue. 


clay, but it foon clarifies. Bathing in this warm watcr is found to ftrengthen, and ° 


_ procure @ good appetite, efpecially if a {mall quantity is alfo drunk. 


"Fuese medicinal qualities, and the purity of the air, have formerly caufed . 
it to be frequented by numbers of perstans, and other people of the firft quality, 
from the remoteft parts: here are yet the remains of many ftately buildings, and a 
large burying-place ; one mofque in particular, which is very large, and has a ftone- 


cupola, - 


iT wave already mentioned, that san apas drove the worfhippers of fire out of : 
PERSIA: they were then very numerous in feveral provinces, which have ever 
lince been thinly inhabited. - I heard of no towns or villages, only GUEBARABAD 


«hear 18FaHAN, where there are any who openly profefs that religion, except thefe 


sulerable pilgrims of whom I have been {peaking. 


Tis religion, which has many marks of a fpiritual difpofition in its votaries, 
feems to be no object of deteftation, compared with that mentioned by otzarivs 


"and Mr. orrer. They give an account of a certain people, of whom there 


. 


are yet fome at SAHRIE*, called MOUM-SEUNDURAIN, Of extinguifhers of candles, 
Thefe are the reverfe of the Roman matrons, who performed the fecret rites of | 
the BONA DEA, and with whom it was the higheft prophanation to admit of the 
prefence.of a man. Both fexes are neceflary to the rites of the MouM-sEUNDURAIN 
after eating and drinking: liberally, in great filence and ceremony they put out 
the candles, and promifcuoufly changing their places throw afide the diftin@ion 
ef rational creatures. Though MAHOMMEDANISM, beyond moft other religions 
in the world, indulpes its. votaries in the idolatry of venus; yet this fect has 
been perfecuted: more than once, and is held in great deteftation by the true dif- 
ciples of MAHoMMED. I muft now- proceed to the continuation of the journal of 


the RUSSIAN embafly. 


. 6s 





CHAP. LVvIr, 


Conclufion of the Russian embafy, with a defcription of thé country from paxu to 


. SHAMAKIE, and from thence to REsup,”: 

“ AVING tarried under the walls of paxvu for fix days, and repacked our 
H baggage, the sath of february 1747 we returned back the fame, way for 
‘about fix werfts, and then directing our courfe fouthward, we encamped in a 
““ fandy valley, with a lake of falt water, to the eaft. The next day, we pafled 
Vou... oe Mm. os - feveral 


. * Sometimes wrote sari. 
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feveral rivulets covered with naptha, with which the adjacent hills to the welt 
abound: we pitched our tents near a caravanferai on the fea-fide. | oy 


“Tue 14th we marched welterly, at the foot of a barren hill, and croffed a 
ftately ftone-bridge of one arch, but there was no water under it. We obferved — 
a great quantity of fea-glafs* of a very choice quality. The weftern profpect 
was now continually bounded by lofty: mountains: in one of the {malleft we: 
were told, that, fome years fince, there was a volcano; but at prefent no fmoke 
‘fied from it. To the north of us was a mountain, which fparkled Ike 
diamonds, arifing from the fea-glafs and cryftals with which it abounds. We 


now direéted our courfe north-weft, the mountains intercepting our paflage 


ail we came to NavAny, the inhabitants of which appeared to be in extreme 
poverty, and were encamped about a mile to the fouth. We perceived feverak 


beautiful women, faid to be the wives of the governor; as foon as they faw Us, 


they hid their faces, and fled into an adjacent cavern. Our cavalry turned fouth- 
eaft over very a high mountain, where it was with fome difficulty we could lead 
our horfes; but our carriages went round the north-ealt end of the mountain. 
Having travelled about eighty werits from BAKU, we encamped at the foot of a 
mountain on the banks of a lake of frefh water, where the PERSIANS were met 
by feveral of their women, whom they had left at sanyan, and other places on 
the banksof the KURAe | ne 


46 THe 16th, we travelled through a fandy and uncultivated country, with 


moraffes to the weft, and lofty mountains to the eaft of us.. Violent rains having 
fallen on a clay-ground, the next day our camels, horfes, and mules were extremely 
fatizued, infomuch that we could not travel above fifteen werits: we. encamped 
on the fide of avery large lake. The weather clearing up, we found ourlelves 
furrounded with mountains, whofe tops are ever covered with {now. Thefe were 
inhabited by a TARTAR prince called sHEMACE > who, it is faid, cannot bring 
above five thoufand men into the field, and yet neither NADIR, NOF his greater | 
predeceffor apas, could ever reduce thefe people to fubjection. The former, 
though a wife prince, difdaining that fo mean a competitor fhould reign within 
his dominions, determined to reduce their chief; and, contrary to advice, as 
well as to the experience of paft ages, marched twenty thoufand men into thefe 
cold and inhofpitable mountains, where it 1s faid he loft more than halfof them. 
It is morally impoffible to bring artillery into this country; and if it was — 
practicable, the rarTars defend themfelves with a number of forts, which, 
from their fituation, are impregnable. As their valleys are fertile, and produce . 
abundance of grain, they are never neceffitated .to expofe their country to 
flavery, by their commerce with the PERSIANS, Of any other people. . Their love 
of liberty is not to be eradicated, and as they are in the higheft degree jealous 
of it, they are continually on the watch to euard their.paffes, and to keep a ftore 
of arms and provilfion. _ re a 
| CS “« THE 


* 


2 Commonly called ifinglafs, of which lanthorns are made. | 
> ‘The general name of sHEMKALL is given to thefe chicis. | 
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“Tue 18th we encamped on the fouth-eait fide of SHAMAKIE, between the 
_“ city anda branch ef the river geLaya, the banks of which are fteep. The waters 
“which fall from the mountains. from the north-weft are troubled. The suama- 
“ KIE, mentioned by hiftorians, which is frid to have contained twelve thoufand 
** famihes, and many public and {uperb edifices, was certainly very different from 
** this which NADIR sHAH removed trom the other {jde of the mountains, in hopes 
** of keeping the inhabitants in fubjection, ‘The city however appeared more rich 
~** and populous than both perspenp and BAKU; but, to the preat amazement of 
** the embaffador and his people, the pERSTAn army which convoyed us, exercifed 
“€ their cruelties in fo arbitrary a manner, that, in three days time, the fhops of 
“‘ the ARMENIANS, GEORGIANS, INDIANS, and TARTARS, as well as of. the 
“* PERSIAN. Citizens, were either” locked up, or plundered, though we could net 
“ difcover any other reafon for: it, than that of the infolence, inhumanity, and 
“* rapaciouinefs of the foldiers. _ 


_“ Tuas city is a regular fquare of near three miles in circumference, defended by 
** a ditch and a wall of earth, with a gate to the north, and another to the fouth. 
“* It has three paved ftreets in the fame direction, interfected by narrow lanes, with 
“* a fquare in the centre, which ferves as a market-place, where we faw a few pieces 
“of cannon. They have good gardens, and their vineyards produce wine, as al- 
*“* ready mentioned. Between the city and the hills is a {mall town, chiefly inha- 
*-bited by ARMENIANS. ; : , | | 


‘* We might have made our tract from paxu much fhorter, without returning: 
** back fo far northward, but no provifion had been colleéted in that rout; and as 
** to coming directly from pERBEND to SHAMAKIE, the highland rarrars to the - 
— fouthward of that city towards the KuRA, though they acknowledge fubjection 
“ tothe perstans, fubfift too much by plunder, to be trutted, a 


““ Pepruary the 28th, having ftaid here ten days, as well to-refreth ourfelves; 
“as for other reafons, we directed our courfe fouthwards, over a marthy plain, for 
** fifteen werfts, re . a | 
- © Maron the if, our way lay through a fandy plain, where we pitched our 
** tents on the north banks of the lake MUSA; the PERSIANS, who yet remained 
#6 with us, went over to the fouth fide. In this place were fuch a number of wild 
** goats and pheafants, that we killed fome almoft at every fhot. The next day we 
** crafied the morafs; the road being very bad, we were obliged to repair it before 
“* it was paffable. | Be . : 
“THE 3d, early in the morning we marched fifteen werfts, and encamped on’ 
“* the north-fide of the famous. river KURA, near the bridge of boats, half a mile 
“* to the weftward of which the aras and the xuRa join their ftreams, and run 
“into the caspian fea, A little to the eaftward is a caitle in ruins, though it was 
“* built fo lately as the time of napir sHau. ‘There is another on the fourth fide 

“of the river; here is a circular pyramid of near fifty feet high; in which are. 
’** niches’ filled with two hundred and two human heads, of the late PERSIAN and 
Oo Mim 2-0 bt aR TAR 
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© Te 4th, we paffed the kuRA “son a very mean bridge of boats held together — 
by an iron chain of about five hundred feet long: This river has high dandy: 
banks: direéting our courfe fouth-weft, we incamped on the banks of the aRas.’ 
Here we found feveral fmall villages, almoft the only ones inhabited which we 
had feen fince we left Baku; and thefe, in three days-time, were treated in fuch & 
manner by our PERSIAN Convoy, that many of the inhabitants were obliged to 
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“Eup. 16th, we marched: fouth-eaft twenty-two. wertts, through thefe deferted 
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"a Ie might perhaps have béen more agretable to fome readers, if Thad called the rver roa by its 


varTAR chiefs of the sHaMAKIE rebellion, whe were all beheaded in one . 


morning. Thefe rarrars had not acknowledged fubjection to parsia, and yet 
they were treated as rebels. __. a Oe 


leave their houfes, their wives and children, to the mercy of theie fpoilers. — 


near one hundred and eighty miles from north to fouth, and fixty from eait to 
weft; they are bounded on the north by the caucasus, and the fouth by the 


‘taurus ‘, having a hilly country to the weft, and the fea to the eaft. . Thefe 


plains were formerly inhabited by fhepherds, who lived in tents, and were rich in 


herds and flocks; they profeffed the religion of the Mac1, and lived peaceable and 
innocent lives. This was alfo the great nurfery of persian cavalry, and where 


the fovereigns of this country bred thofe beautiful horfes for which the PERSIANS 
were diftinguifhed. Tale plains abound in ferpents of different fpecies : in the hot 
months of the fummer, the inhabitants are wont to retire with their flocks into the 
mountains. They have plenty of wild fwine, deer and antilopes, with various kind 
of fowl, which we diverted ourfelves in fhooting, Napir treated the inhabitants 


* Te reth, a report prevailed in our camp, that the LESGEES, between DERBEND 
and paxu, had made inroads into the low countries, and defeated the PERSIAN 


“s¢ Tue ARAS runs into the wide and extended plains of mocuan ®, which reach ~ 


with great feverity ; either difperfing, deftroying, or fending them to KHORASAN. 7 


forces; alfo that they had feduced the inhabitants of sHAMAKIE to Join them. | 


Whatever grounds there were for this alarm, the embaffador decamped with — 


fome precipitation. We-marched twenty werits, over hard {mooth ground, and _ 
encamped on the banks of a ftanding water which communicated with the Kura. 


We fhould have made our march longer, bug that we found great {carcity of 
cattle fer our calriages. 2k a 


= 


“ . 
= " 


plains, which now were extremely delightful, abounding in grafs and flowers, ~ 


with great plenty of phyfical herbs: they are alfo refrethed by feveral- fmall- 


rivers which run into the caspran fea. We encamped on the banks of. a lake 


i: 


of frefh water: the day following we pafled by fix remarkable round hills, ~ 


and encamped.on the foot of another,. twenty werlts from our lait flage. The ~ 


- _ #8th, - 


-antient-name cyRUSs, and the atas, aRAxes; but as all modern mags adopt the modern names, I 


thought it mot confiftent. to tallow their example, efpecially as I have done the fame with regard to 
other places: | — a 
© The names caucasus and raves are fometimes uled fynonumoufly; but what the properdiftine- 


» This word is alfo wrote Modan, and cHULI MOGHAM. © 


tion is, in different-places, I know not. 
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18th, we directed our courfe fouth-weit, where a ridge of high Mountaing, covered 
with fnow,~ prefented themfelyes CO obr View; our road lying over 4 rifine 
ground, bedecked with clover, and feveral kinds of herbs. The banks of the. 
river ILCHAY ate high and fandy; the tream, though fomewhat rapid, is clear; 
it abounds in filth of the fize ef a common trout, of a filver colour, with {mall _ 
excreicences on their heads like liorns. We encamped on a plain on the fouth,. 
fide of the Tiver; near a {mall inhabited Village. We then directed our courfe_ 
due fouth, through a marfhy ground Overgrown with reeds and brambles, paffing » 
by feveral habitations, cultivated lands, and gardens abounding in fruit trees - 
fuch as almonds, figs, apples, plums, and cherries: thefe being now in their blof- 
fom, afforded no imal] delight, though this day’s journey was very fatiguing. 


~ “* Tue roth, we travelled through marfhy lands wel] wooded, ¢roffine many | 


encamped on-the north banks of the river tanca R. 


~S ftreanys, over which we were obliged to make bridges ; and encamped on the | 


fiver KEZILAGACH. The weather was now ferene, and the fin warm, though - 


the nights were very cold. The next day the feene was much the fame as of 


the 18th, and Save us much pleafuré, Ag We proceeded fouthward, ‘the {prin " 
feermed to make reat advances every day. In travélline, the novelty of places, 
alfo; when the heart is at cafe, exhilarates the fpitits, as it Were by a more peculiar — 
benignity of providence, a , a | | 


a 


“ Tut 23d, the great dificulr we found in procuring the énelé which were 
3 & y | & , "| 


neceflary for the embaflador’s fe; obliged us to tarry tilt chis day : we then 
marched through marthy grounds and lofty woods, where alfo prow many wild 
fruit-trees, --From thence our road was on a cauk “way, made by sHaw apas 
the GREAT, as well for the facility of marching an army, aS to fuppore thé — 
communication and trade of thefe parts. Having marched twenty wertts, we 


“ Typ 24th, Our march lay on the fea-fhore, which js fandy. — The country to 
the weftward, under the mountains of GHILAN, is fo thick of wood, and marthy, 
as hardly to be paffable at this feafon of the year. Vines, pomegranates, and 


Orange-trees, are alfo in great abundance - we encamped on the fide of a lake. 


+ - 


fog ; ; . | ; , ; : 
“Tue 25th, our marchon the fea-fhore was very laborious, on aceount of the 
fluid fands : we forded the river.astara, fituated in the province of the fame 


-hame, whole governor js independent of that of cHInaN or SHIRVAN. This 


province is rich iy grain, fruits, and ilk-worms; but the air ig unwholfome. | 
Oncthe hills to the weltward are the remains of a fortification built by the 

RUSSIANS : here are feveral {mall villages meanly inhabited, and the houfes in-a _ 
ruinous condition - the inhabitants of the neighbouring mountains having 
frequently committed hoftiliries in thefe low lands. ° “The 27th, our road lying: 
partly on the fea-thore, and partly through woods and marfhy lands, we paffed 
many nvers and rivulets, gathering oranges and pomegranates, which we found: 
In preat plenty, but neither of them delicious in flavor. The 3idt, the roads. 


" continuing the fame, made our three days, marches very fhort.. April the iit, 
, Our Courle Jay on a cau "way, with deep ditches on both fides, meeting with a. - 
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great number of {mall rivers, in which this country. abounds ; at length we pitclied 
our tents on the banks of the LEsaR, near which there is a large plain. - : 


“© Tre 2d, this day exhibited a fcene of defolation in the number of ruined 


villages, through which we paffed, though the foit appeared to be extremely 
fruitful. This country alto abounds in timber, intermixed with fruit-trees, and 
vines, whofe grapes are faid to produce good wine. We paffed no lefs than 
fixteen fmall rivers, and encamped near the town of KkEskAR.. Here we found 
a great body of ousBEG TARTARS belonging to the PERSIAN army; who had 
permiffion to live at diferetion, till the inhabitants- fhould pay a heavy contri-* 
bution, which the ssa had impofed on them. Some of thefe TARTARS gave 
proof of great virtue and moderation ; whilft others violated matrons and 
virgins with a favage licentioufnels, often killing not only the men who oppoied 
them, bur the women alfo. This town, and the diftrict of the {fame name, 18 
under the jurifdiction of the governor of GHILAN, whole refidence is at RESHD! 
Not long fince this place was remarkable for the quantity of raw filk it produced, . 


‘and for many filk fabrics; but the oppreffion of Napir’s government feemed to 


have involved every thing in one common ruin. | Near this place we faw the 
eyins of a fort which the russians had formerly built to prevent the incurfions of 
the neighbouring mountaineers, : oo ns : 


‘¢ Tre 3d, as the ambaffador now efteemed himfelf fecure, with regard -to the - 
rebellion toward the kuRA, and near the end of his journey to GuiLan, he halted. 
The ath, we marched twenty werfts, through delightful woods and gardens 3. 
and croffing feveral rivulets over ftone bridges, we encamped on the HALKALA~ 
jan, whofe banks are very pleafant.. | SS 


“Tuer sth, the country fill continued pleafant ; we marched over two rivers and- 


- 
7" 


a lake, and the day following the embaffador made his entrance into RESHD.” 


- APPERN. 


APPENDI yx 
CH A P. LIX, 


LA coapting pilot, containing a@ particular defcription of the coats and parts of the 
- | —_ - CASPIAN fea*, | | 


: | SHALL conclude this account of PERSIA with the following defcription of the coafts. 

and ports of the caspran fea, extracted from Captain WoopRoorR’s coafling 
pilot. The fubjeét has fome conneion with what has been faid in the 22d, 22d, 
and .24th chapters of this volume ; and though it may be barren of pleafure to thofe- 
who delight neither in commerce, geography, nor navigation ; yet as this fea has 
merited the attention of hiftorians ; and the BRITISH nation never had any accurate 
information concerning it, we may prefume that the following account of its na~ 
vigation will not be ungrateful to fome readers. The Original] papers of captain — 
wooproorg,: from whence this defcription is extracted, are more verbofe, but do noe 
contain any thing material that I have omitted, : eo 


_ -“* ROM ASTRACHAN tO YERKIE js fixty ENGLISH miles = the Channel is for the 
“* moit part pretty good, except jult below rwan CHUK, where, at low water, 
“* there is only eight feet at mot. Ships formerly entered and Cleared out at 
YERKIE$ but that place being now almoft overflowed, is left in ruins, and the 
“* office removed to sapiistova, about two leagues to the northward, OF 


-_ 


< 


-“ NEAR VERKIE is the ifland CARASA, where al] goods imported: are landed, and _ 
warehoufes built for their reception in quarantain; and fhips lay off for the fame 

purpofe. There is generally feven and a half feet water on YERKIE bar, but upon 
“ extraordinary winds it rifes to nine or ten feet, Fn order to fail over YERKIE 
*¢ bar, and down to CHETIRIE-BOGORIE, after you get to the lower part of the river 
‘“< below verKIeE, and are pail the reeds, fteer our @ little welterly ; or if the weather 
‘* be clear and fhews CHETIRIE-BOGORIE, keep the land open; then failing over 
* feven and a half feet, you find a bottom of hard fand for near half a mule, and ir 
‘* deepens to two and two and a half fathoms, If you come to anchor in two and 
** a half fathoms, run it about two cables leneth to the weft towards a little red cliff’ 
** on the ifland TOOLEENA, where there is three fathoms water, anda poad holding: 
_ ground, with black mud and fand, Cos re 
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“ Art the coat is very low and marthy, and the air over it being. generally hazy: | 
‘Sic is difficult to diftinguith places. From YERKIE all veflels take their departure, 
‘ “and this place they allo make when homeward bound, © - OH 
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* See Chart, Chap. XX, 


 € 


| § 


- 


66 


- 


< 


ta 


4 


nm 


1 


y 6 


* 


€ 


Sa 


4 


_ 


ec 


. 
“<¢ 


fal 


cs 
-¢ 


m_ 


a4 
£ 


En 


é 


td 


6 


thal 


4 


&¢ 


ta 


t 


am 


“6 


cs 


< 


ey 


‘ 


<t 
- 
$é 
$< 
a 


a ah 


* {pot that is quite dry. 
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< Gourna-SeRoTKa lies about nine leagues to the fouthward of verxre, and 
near it is generally two fathoms water; but on the middle fand, which lies off 
CHETIRGE-BOGORIE from fouth feuth-eaft ta fouth fouth-calt half fouth, at the 
diftance of near eight leagues, is only eight feet water. It muft be remarked, 
that as low as CHETIRIE-BOGORIE there is generally frefh water, except after a 
gale of foutherly wind. On leaving the bank of GOUFNA-SEROTKA, the fear 
deepens fo as you cannot find a bottom with any line, | 


‘¢ Tw this fea there are no tides; but hard-gales of wind either from the north or 


fouth, raife the, water three or four feet, and fometirnes more; and. when thefe 
gales ceafe, the water returns £0, its ordinary depth, with a prodigious current, 
and confufed fea. It mutt alfo be obferved, that ir is the fame on the PERsIaN 
coatt as an the Russian ; but rendered ftronger and more irregular oa the latter,. 
by the ftreams which iffue from. the VOLGA, IAMBA, and yargk. This occafions 
the lofs of many vefiels, for the force of thele currents. 1s apt to deceive. Captain, 
woopRoork, after his firft voyage, inftead of heaving the logg, made ufe of deep, 


* fea-lines, and the heavieft lead; for the. lead remaming fteady, dilcovered his 


courfe more exaétly. Ic is alfo to be noted, that, on the north-coaft, the 
foundings begin before "you enter much into thefe contrary currents, which are 
generally occafioned by the wind coming from. the oppofite points of north og 
Youth. The russians lof many veflels on the fholes of the north coaft, for want 
of attention and skill.’ ‘Thefe veffels, when laden, generally draw nine or. ten feet 
water; and as'they run into eleven or twelve feet, before a fouth or fouth-caft - 
wind, which frequently raife a tumbling fea, it mufk neceflarily endanger their 
fecurity. This might be eafily prevented by keeping to the eaftward towards 


“ KARAGANSKO!, of the ifland of curaute, in all which are very fafe roads. — 


“ As the land both at cHrrcHEENa and KULALIE is low and marfhy, and {pring 
and fall are generally attended with great fogs; the unexperienced navigator mult _ 
be on his guard, particularly on the weit. coaft, where’he. muft keep his lead 

going ; and when he comes into thirty-five or forty fathoms water,. then he muft 


‘ edge into thirty fathoms: as he approaches cHITCHEENA the ground. is fhelly, 
‘ with a light grey.fand. Then hauling. out north. north-eaft, or north-eait by 


north, he will pafs over a clean white. fand, which. runs,out fouth-eaft from ) 


_CHITCHEENA into twelve and fifteen fathoms water. ‘The. nearer he approaches 


to TOOLEENA the ground.is blacker, but about five.leagues to the eaitward is a. 
clean grey fand, without mud. | a j 

“ Tue diftance between cnrtcHEENa and. TooLeENa is about nine leagues, eight 
of which are.a good channel: bu: ic. muft be particularly remarked, that FOOLEENA 
is rather a fhole than an ifland; for when the water. is: high, nothing but. reeds 
appear upon it, and in turning to windward It is not advifeable to ftand nearer 
either to it or CHITCHEENA than in three fathoms water. If neceflity obliges to 
run between the point of land and currcHeENA, keep pretty clote to the point, 
becaufe on the other fide there.is'a fhole which muns.a great. way, and a. little 
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“AT DERBEND there was.formerly landing-place for goods, but it }s now Under ° 


water, This is the wort} port, if it may be called Such, in the whole caspian fea, 


not only with regard to the loading and Unloading of boats.on the. fhore, but from 
the ftony foul ground inthe road, . 


“ On the weft coaft you ought to keep the lead «as {oon as you make pERRenp. 


¢é 


La 


4 


“* Frost ma 


< 


ry 


£ 


r 


cé 


< 


-_ 


€é 


mr 


¢ 


£ 


-—006UlUS 


7 
St 
4 


r. 


ce 
‘ 


4 


ms 


¢ 


m 


mm 


tc 


Li) 


4 


~ 


£ 


E. 
<e 


di 


4 


When on fhore you will find hard ftony ground, intermixed.with cockle-and 


muicle fhells, in about thirty: or forty fathoms, 


y to feptember there are feldom any hard gales of wind, .and 
therefore fhips in per REND road bringing the lower end of the fouth wall to 
bear due: welt, may lie in feven fathom water, which is .abour three. quarters of 

aN ENGLISH mile from the fhore. Here is a clean. ipot of fandy ground for ar 
leaft two cables length every way; but in Winter it is not advifeable to come ~ 
hearer than one and a half mile, in eleven fathoms, and to lie as near the middle | 
of the two walls as pofhible, where the ground is not altogether fo bad : but there’ 
are ‘tmany loofe ftones, very hurtful to cables ;-fo that care muft be taken nor 
to lay too flack moored, that the variable winds which blow on this coaft, and » 
the counter currents, which fometimes fhift feveral times a day, may not do’ 


muchief. Ir is always found the beft method to lie at {ingle anchor, and to 


have your fails furled with rope yarn, fo as to be ready on any emergency, 
It is never obferved, that the ealterly winds blow above two and a half points 
from the fhore, . nae 


' 


** THE next part js NIEZABAD, by others called. nrEZAWoy, where there is clean - 
holding ground. of ouze and fand. Between this and SPITZBERMACK is a 
remarkable rocky hill, near the fea-fide.* The russtan charts mention two rocke 
calied the pwa BRatiz *; but. captain WoopRooFe fays, he traced that place - _ 
very often without finding them. - + Se 
‘‘ THE RUSSIANS and PERSIANS often pafs through the firaits of APSHERON, 
between sweror and the main; this is very lurprizing, as the paflage is 
dangerous, and they have thirty leagues of good fea. room between zenor and 
the caftern main. If the Navigator -is-under a neceflity of going between 
swETor and the weftern main, there js 4 good channel through it, with. three. 
and a half fathoms clay ground, for near half a mile wide : but on both fides - 
are many-tocks,; fo.that there is no venturing, except by day-light, and taking 

proper care.to keep the lead, . : | a 


~ On the fouth fide of zitoy there ic good anchoring-cround, and protection 

from the northerly winds ; care however muit be taken of a thole that runs 
eat fouth-eaft from this iland, which rifes pretty bold, and has white clifts - 
on the feuth fide; in clear weather they may be deen: at the diftance. of five or 

fix leagues, | - oe | ne 
a “* Brine | 
~ ” @ Sea phrafe for throwing. " As expreffed in the fea-chart, 


Vor, 1. N nh | 
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6 Berne bound from the northward to BAKU, it is neceflary to give the great 
6 eran’s bank a good birth “; then haul in about welt north-weft for the entrance 
of the bay, which hes between the ifland warorn and a little fifhing town = 
¢¢ on a bluff point on the weftern main, is a clear channel of feven fathoms, near @ 
‘¢ league over. Vefiels fometimes go to the eattward of naratn; but the rock 
‘6 of DAVERISH, as well as feyeral fholes which were formerly iflands, together 
es with the fmall depth of three fathoms, render that channel dangerous. " On 
6 the eaft fide of the bay of Baku they dig fals and brimftone, and coafting veficls 

“¢ receive their loadings. In the mole of BAKU is two fathoms water. This may 
 «t be denominated the beft, if not the only true port, in the CASPIAN fea, 


 ™ 


sa 


© Tr ifland BOULLAH lies to the fourth: weft of paku; to: the eaft and fouth 
there is about ten fathoms water; but to the weft is a bank of fand from the 
weftern main, which is almoft dry. oe . 8 - 


* 


4 


66 Swixoy is a bold ifland, about four leagues from the weftern main; but there 
‘4¢ are two rocks near the north end of it. The fhole of fand, called the little 
« suan’s bank, is about fix miles long, and two broad, and has only fourteen feet 

water. The foundings round it are. very gradual, and as you approach it, the 
_pround changes from loofe mud to fand. SO 


til 
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~_ 
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, © Tue ifland xurA, though low, is very fteep: on all fides. About three leagues 
-4é {outh-eaft by fouth from this Hland is a rock juft at the water’s edge, which, at 
«a diftance, refembles two boats. Neither the RUSSIANS Nor the PERSIANS, In my 
#6 time, were acquainted with them; and it is more than probable that many veflels 
ss on their paflage from the river KURA tO BAKU, have been loft upon this fpot, {o 


«6 as never to have been more heard of. “This river has at the entrance two farchoms. 


Poe 


> water, and Is a general rendezvous for all PERSIAN vellels going, to, OF returning 


_ 


. 


“ from BAKU. Coming in with rhe coaft, navigators fhould have a particular care 
“© to avoid a bank of fand about five leagues to che weftward of ENZELLEE, where 
it is only eleven feet water.. Lhe proper place for anchoring in ENZELLEE 
« road, is to bring the frore-houfes on the weft fide of the bar to bear fouth 
 fourh-weft, and to run into ten of twelve fathoms water. Captain weop- 
RoorE frequently obferved, that in coming from the northward with a hard: 
eale of wind. at north, on his arrival on this coaft, it has veered to the north-- 
weft, the fouth-eaft, .or, as generally happens, to the weft; fo that when the 
wind is north at fea, the veffels in this road, having it in the points jut men- 
tioned, lie in the trough of the fea, and ride in a very difagreeable, as well as 
infecure manner. - — | a ) OC 
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‘& Tug river 3EFIETROOD having fldom above three feet water at its entrance, 1S 
 « of no we to fhips, though there is a vary good depth within the bar. As @ 
¢ ¢tapid ftream runs from. this river into the fea, with a great eddy, it is not proper 
.4¢ to hold nearer than feven fathoms water, though there 1s five or fix fathoms 
—— re | ; CS $6 within 
* Sea-term for keeping at a diftance from land, in allufion to rooms in a fhip, for which this term 
is alfo adopted. en oo 
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within three quarters of a mile from the fhore. If you get into this eddy, with 
little or no wind, there is great danger of being driven a-fhore to the fouthward, _ 
and many a PERSIAN veflel has been loft in calm weather. = 


* Asout four miles up the serrzTROoD a fmall channel runs into the lake of 
ENZELLEE, and ferves as a paflage for boats; but at very low water they are 
obliged to haul them over a fhole for about forty yards. Were it not for this 
inconvenience, there would be communication between PERRYBAZAR and RUDI- 
zar, for loaded boats, without the neceffity of going to fea. To the fouthward 
of sEFIETROOD there is a cove, the entrance of which there is near a cable’s length, 
with two fathoms water; and as there is the fame depth within, twelve or fifteen 
fail of fhips might lie land-locked, with the utmoft fecurity. | 


‘¢ THE next port is LANGAROOD cove, which is about two and a half miles from 
eaft to weft, and about one from north to fouth. As it has ten or eleven fect 
water, it would ftand one of the higheft in rank, were it not that the entrance. 
is fo narrow, that it mut be buoy’d before it is attempted. LancGaroop road 
is however much frequented: the beft place to anchor, is to bring the point on 
the fouth fide of the bar to bear fouth-weft by weft, and the peak of Lanijan 
hill weft fouth-wett, running into feven fathoms water, where there is clean fandy 
ground, one and a half mile from the fhore. It muit be obferved there is a bank. 
of fand which extends itfelf from serreTRoop about three leagues to the bottom 
of this bay. On the edge of this bank about twenty fathoms there is foft mud. 
The river which runs up to the town of LanGaRooD, is about a cable’s length | 
to the weftward of the fouth of the bar, and is almoft concealed with reeds. 
Its courfe is north-eaft. There is a fhole of feven feet, but it afterwards deepens 

to two fathoms. | St } | 


<’ ALEMMAROOD, OF, 4S it is fometimes called, OBEASKY, is a fmall village to the 
eaft, with a river navigable for boats, drawing four feet water. By means of the 
lakes it communicates with MEscHEDIzaAR, off which you may anchor in niae 
fathoms water in clean ground. es 


« Tue next place is FARABAD, on the eaft fide of the bank of a little river. 
Off this town one may anchor in ten fathoms water in good ground; however 
the beft of thefe roads on the fouth coaft are but difagreeable, as there is generally 
a {well from the fea. The wind is generally wefterly; when it comes to the 
‘eaft point, it is very moderate, and attended with pleafant weather even in the 
midtt of winter. The navigation of the fouth-eaft part of the caspian, from 
FARABAD tO ASTRABAD bay, is very fafe and ealy, the foundings regular, and 
the ground clean. ‘The palace of asHeRerr, which is built with ftone, is a good 
land-mark, and may be feen a great way at fea. | a 


—¢« Comine either from the north or weft, the fureft way to fail over asTRABAD 


ft 


“” 
“~ 


bar into the bay, is to bring the lower point of land, on the weft fide, to bear 
fouth-weft at one and a half mile diftance. . In calm weather it yuft appears above 
the water, and when there is any fea, the breakers are vilible:. Reering in fouth 

Nn2 | 6 fouth- 
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fouth-eaft foutherly till that fpic of fand bears due weft; then fteering fouth and 
jouth by weit, you may anchor about a mile to the weftward of the entrance of 
the river KORGAN; but in going into KANDAGASER road, it is neceffary to 
obferve a fpit of fand which runs about half a mile from the mouth of that river. 
The bar .has eleven to twelve feet water, with hard fand for about a mile, then 
deepens to three and a half and four fathoms, with a bottom of foft clay. If 
the weather prevents the fight either of the fpit of fand, or breakers on the weft 
fide of the bar, run within a mile of the eaft main, which is eafy to be feen, 
fieering in fouth and fouth by weft: there is the fame depth all over the bay, 
which is from two to four fathoms water, in the fpring and fall of the year. 
here is a fmall low ifland covered with reeds, which appears to the north-eaft 
of asSTRABAD bar, very near the eaft main; there is not above five feet water 
round it; but a league to the weftward is two fathoms. | 


‘© Prom the bar of astrapap to the fouth end of the ifland ocruyInsKoI, or. 
as the PERSIANS Call it, 1paK, is thirty-two and a half leagues, fteering north-— 
weit by north half north. The deepeft water in that tract is from feven to ten 
fathoms, foft ground, but ten leagues to fea there is thirty-five fathoms water, 
deepening gradually. The channel between the north end.of ipaK and the. 


_wefl of: DEVERISH is near amile and a half wide, with three or four fathoms 
‘c 


water; the north end of 1paK lies under water, and is terminated by an 
eminence, which appears as an ifland, Between the eaft end of pEVveERisH and 
NAPHTONIA there is another channel, which is very narrow... You have good 
thelrer between NAPHTONIA and OGRUJINSKOI, either from the -north-eaft or 
weft, with the advantage of putting out to fea with any wind. The beft water 


is clofe to the iland parcan, where there is clean ground; but the north fide 


of it is {tony. ae 


« Dacapaw isa little high ifland, about two cables length from the north main, 


Lad 
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"A 
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‘ and full two fathoms water round it; the anchorage is fo fecure, that the fhip. 


might be moored toa the ifland, and a ftage built from her on fhore.. A little 


way from this ifland there are two large rocks above water; three or four leagues 


further you have but nine feet water, and at the foot of the mountain only five. | 
‘The points on the north fide of the entrance of this lake confift of high red cliffs, 
which form a fand or gravel of the fame colour wafhed from it, and from thence 
it is called KRAsNA-wopa*. Within that point the banks are all high rugged 
rocks, the reft lying under water *, — | : 


Cam | 
= 


* ConcerNING the lake Kar apocasKkot, it muft be obferved, that all the eaft- 
coat from KRASNA-WOD4 to Cape KARAGANSKOI, is a ragged fhore and rocky 
grourid: in many places there are high rocks at a diltance from the fhore, which 
appear as iflands; but prudence forbids a near approach to them, - . 1 

oo | Oo | " 66 Tay 


a Which in russ1an fionifies red water: 
* A more particular deleription of BALKHAN is contained inchap. XXXIV. . 


ial 


Chap, LIX, THE CASPIAN SE A, — ay 7, 
‘¢ In the latitude of forty-three there feems to be a large inlet behind fsme hich 
** rocks; but we never had occafion to make a difcovery of it, From terty-two- 
“* to forty-three degrees there is a fand bank eight or nine leagues broad and 
“Ss twenty leagues in extent; on it there js about twenty-five fathoms Water, which 
‘© always appears difcoloured. | | 


© Cape KARAGANSKOI, and the ifland KULALIE, are already mentioned: in the 
‘© former there is good fhelter from fouth and fouth-eaft winds; and the latter has _ 
““ a very good harbour, where there is ten or eleven feet water, with clean fandy 
ground. This ifland is barren and uninhabited ; but the harbour is the general 
‘* rendezvous for all the russtan veffels, which load fith at the yarex for KISLAR 
and DERBEND. There are feveral {mall iflands to the eaftward of xunauie; 
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| i tel 
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t 
“but we never had any opportunity of furveying them.” 
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On the 33th of feptember, 1744, I left Resup, and arrived at PERRYBAZAR, 
intending to depart for asTRACHAN. Flere we embarked in a flat-bottomed persian 
boat, to go down the canal formed by the inroads of the fea: the reeds through 
which we paffed fene forth an ungrateful ftench. The fand-bank on the bar of 
ENZELLEE is often fhifted by the north winds, which ufually create a great furge, 
and render it difficult to get off the fhore. In about five hours we reached the 
peninfula of ENZELLEE, where the russran cenful Baxoonrn, and feveral mer- 
_ chants of that nation, had taken up their lodgings in tents, for the convenience of the | 
. pure air, and for the eafier communication with their fhips. I vifited the conful, 
and defired, as there was no plague or epidemical diftemper in GHiLan, that he 
would grant a bill of health for captain woopRoore’s crew and paflengers, Upon 
which he required me to fend on fhore two of our russran feamen, who wanted 
to leave the thip, though we could not conveniently navigate her without them: ag 
I knew that he had given countenance to thefe mutinous fellows, I -defired to be 
excufed. He then demanded, in very imperious terms, if J acknowledged him 
as her imperial majelty’s conful? I anfwered in the affirmative, and that other- 
wife I fhould not have applied to him for a bill of health. «* As fuch then,” replied 
he, ** I demand the two russian fubjects.” Upon this occafion he took the 
liberty to tell me with fome warmth, that I oppofed his meafures, and had been 
continually intriguing fince I came into Persia. What he meant | know not, nor _ 
do I believe he knew his own meaning; this I know, that he was too much an 
enemy of our trade, to relifh my endeavotirs to eftablith it. - If moderate prefents 
and a decent deportment could have made him our friend, the factors either in 
GHILAN, OF in ST. PETERSBURG, were not wanting in this refpec; but he feemed 
determined to oppofe our interefts. I contented myfelf with laughing in his face, 
in return for this vague and idle accufation; ‘but as he gave his word of honor, that 

the men fhould return on board according to their engagement to ferve the fhip, I 
~ confented to their coming afhore: we parted in a civil manner, and upon his giving 
us a billof health, I wenton board. — : an 

Tuoveu the fuccefs which we had at asrrRaBabD, was no more than an effect of 
what has been always confidered as one of the antient laws and cultoms of PERSIA; 
yet in the diftreffed ftate of that country, had it not been for ELTON’s connexions, 
‘and the sHaun’s pride in appearing fuperior to thefe rebellions, we might not have. 
had fuch good fortune. -The whole jum hitherto recovered, was faithfully invetted 
in raw filk, which, after fo. many perils, I had now the fatistaction to fee fafe on 
board; upon which we departed. . | oe yO 


-Tre 2gth of feptember, after a paffage of thirteen days, we came to anchor at 
YERKIE: here we were vifited by the commander of the guardfhip, who informed 
us, that if we had any other goods on board but fuch as were of the produce of 
GHILAN, and did not declare them, the law made it death to the offender, befides 
burning the fhip and cargo. Mr. Bakcoonrn, the russian conful, had reprefented 
to the governor of ASTRACHAN, that there was a plague at casHaN, trom whence 
manufactured PERSIAN goods were wont to be brought into Russia. ‘The com- 
mander having required us to come on fhore, we went to a {mall uninhabited ifland, 
on the eaft fide of the entrance of the vorca, A fire being made, the furgeon 
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and his attendants took the windward of us, and demanded to fee our breafts, as 
is ufual in fuch cafes ; and after he was fatisfied that we had -no infection, our letters 
were delivered to him, being firft dipped in vinegar,. and dried in the fmoke. 
The next day the commander fent for the captain and mylelf to come on fhore, on - 
the fame ifland, where we were a fecond time interrogated 1f we had any casHaNn 
goods on board, and by virtue of an order he had received for that purpofe, 
required of us to declare in writing in what places we had been fince we left russtA. .. 


- Tue ft of oftober, we found the water fall from twelve to nine and a half feet, 
fo that we lay near the ground; but the danger was not great, becaufe the winds, 
which create a fwell, raifed the water alfo. On the 2d, the wind. blew fo hard 
at fouth weit, that the russian fhip which departed from Guizan in our company, 
having loft her fheet anchor, was driven on fhore at CHETIRIE BOGORIE, and in no 
jimall danger of being plundered by the kHatmMucxks. After we had waited here 
with impatience till the 11th of october, in very cold and difagreeable weather, 
without any fupplies of frefh provifion ; a fignal was at length made by the guard-fhip, 
for us to come on board. Here we had the mortification to learn, that we were 
ordered to perform a quarantain of fix weeks on an uninhabited ifland, a little to 
the eaftward; but it was impoffible for ‘us to execute this order, in all its parts, 
as there was not fufficient .water for our fhip by two feet. However, the news 
which affiicted us moft was, the lofs of all our letters, difpatches, and paffports, 
with the lives of twelve foldiers: for one of the EmpRess’s boats, which was fent 
up eleven days before, had been attacked on the way by the KHanmucxs, and the 
whole crew murdered. Upon this two boats well armed were fent up the river in 
fearch of thefe barbarians who had committed this outrage. At length, on the 
roth, I received letters from the ENGLISH agent in ASTRACHAN, acquainting me 
' that captain wooproore’s fhip and crew were ordered to perform a quarantain of 
twelve weeks inftead of fix, and that neither the fhip nor myfelf would be permitted 
to return to PERSIA In quarantain. The whole feeret of the affair was, that her 
imperial majefty’s minifters finding that Mr. ELTON was deeply engaged in pro- 
jects, which they confidered- as detrimental to the Russran empire, had given 
orders to the governor Of ASTRACHAN, not only to prevent any goods going to 
the confignment of Mr. eLTon; which was naturally confidered as a prelude to 
the total prohibition of the trade; but alfo to detain the two BririsH fhips as foon 
as they fhould arrive. However, fix weeks quarantain would anfwer the purpof 
as well-as a longer time, and in the iTue it was reduced to that period. » : 


|THE governor of asTRACHAN, apprehending that I might have fomething to 
communicate to him, permitted me to come to the city, on condition ef remain- 
ing a weck longer in quarantain, detached from the crew, and without bringing 
with me the leaft part of my cloaths or baggage. Having therefore given the neceflary 
orders for landing the filk, the zoth I went up a little branch of the votca, and 
landed on the ifland caraza, now appointed. for quarantain, where we found 
Jeveral warehoufes and habitations, with a command of thirty foldiers. Here lodg- 
ings were appointed for me, in a houfe detached from the crew and the other pal- 
jengers: The russian feamen were now become fo mutinous, that the mafler was 
obliged to put them on fhore. -- ae a | . | 

: My 
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My quarantain being expired, on the 26th the governor of asTRACHAN fent me. 
his barge rewed by twelve grenadiers, with fome of his own cloaths, for I was 
required to {trip mytelf entirely naked in the open airs; and pafs through the une - 
pleafant ceremony of having a large pail of warm water thrown upon me. Having 
gone through this diicipline, I embarked for astRacHan. The voica about this 
place falls into a multiplicity of channels; and as the weather was hazy, it was with 
difticulty we found our way into the great ftream. We were foon informed, that 
four boats of KHaLuMucK robbers were in the river ; fo that felf-prefervation called 
on us to be on our guard. In the way we fell in with a command of foldiers 
fearching the creeks for thefe barbarians. In the evening we got to the noted fifhery 
Of LAVRINTIE Iwannisu, where we refted. Here I obferved very large dogs, 
hike encrisa maftifs, but not fo fierce; alfo immenfe quantities of fith, which are 
prepared with falt, and laid up in large piles. 


La 


Tae 27th, we arrived fafe in ASTRACHAN, where I received information of 
what had paffed in tonpon and sr. PETERSBURG, for feveral months before, in 
relation to eLToN and our unhappy caspian trade. The next day I waited on the 
governor, whofe behaviour was now very different from what it had been twelve 
months before. He was referved upon the article of our trade jn general, though 
very inquifitive concerning eLton. I took notice to him, that I found myfelf in 
fome difgrace in Russta, on account of my fuppofed connexion with ELToy 3 
though, in reality, we were entirely feparated, his purfuits and mine being of a 
very different nature. It was plain from his difcourte, that he thought this fepa- 
_Yation was political only; but he was too polite to tell me fo in exprels terns. 
I did not appear before him with an empty ‘hand, yet his behaviour was hardly 
within the limits of civility. ‘The reproach which | pretume he was under for jn- 
dulging us, had now changed ‘his conduct in fuch a manner, as if it had been cri- 
minal to appear an advocate for our trade. This was the fituation of our commerce 
on the caspian fide, whilft the traders at home were at fome lefs, to whom 
they fhould now confign a large quantity of woollen goods laid Up in this place, 
elpecially as the market in GHILAN was elutted, ; | | 

I paffed my hours very difagrceably, being for the fecond time fnce T left sry 
PETERSBURG, feparated trom all my cloachs, fervants, and conveniences of life, - 
and detained in a civil quarantain, for I was not permitted to depart for st. errers- 
BURG, till the fix wecks were expired, This place afforded no amufement; nor 
had T any inclination to read, my thoughts being too much taken Up, Cr rather | 
perplexed with the unhappy firuation of our commerce, During my abode jn 
ASTRACHAN, I had a remarkable proof of the nature of milttary governments, 
None of the Russran merchants wear {words, except thofe who are immediately 
employed by the crown, in fome particular office; nor are they entitled to military 
rank. This diftinction J experienced ; for on the fame ipot on which | happened 
to be infulted, when I wore no fword, foon after this accident the miftaken com- 
pliments of the military honors were beftowed upon me by the guard, for no other 
reaion than being armed with this weapon, | | 
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Phe author. leaves ASTRACHAN, and travels ta MOSCO, where he vifits the BRITISH: 
| — embaffador... | | a 


ELE 22d of november, I obtained permiffion to depart for sT. PETERSBURG. 
_ The voica was covered with floating ice, infomuch that no boatmen would | 
undertake to carry me to 2aRITzEN ; therefore I refolved to travel by land on the 
 weftern banks of that river.. As I had with me but two fervants, I thought it necel~ 
fary to join a caravan, the KHALMUCKS. having lately committed feveral murders 
on that road. Upon enquiry, I was informed that nocpanorF the fecretary of the 
falt-office at ASTRACHAN, and feveral Russtan merchants, under the convoy of five 
coffacks, were then ready for departure. .I embraced the opportunity of their com- 
pany, and croffed the VOLGA. | , a. 


Tre 23d, we loft our way for fome hours,. the defert being full of hills, and in ‘ 
many. places very fandy, Towards the evening, the russians pitched their TaR~ 
Tar KABITKAS’; I preferred fleeping in my waggon, where I was better fheltered 
' from the injuries of .the weather., “he next day we travelled about thirty werfts in 
a fandy road, without feeing any object, but..a wide extended plain, At night we 
procured a fupply of wood and hay, from a fithery on the votca; we alfo received 
the agreeable news, that a boat loaded with provifions, which my fellow-travellers 
had ordered to be fent after them from aASTRACHAN, happily found a paffage through: 
the ice, and was come near our encampment. L obferved here many human fculls,.. 
as if the place had been a field of battle ; for the KHALMucks always leave their dead. 
uninterred. Upon examining feveral of thefe fculls, I could not difcover any fu- 
tures, which I imagined were neceflary for the functions of animal life®. In winter 
thele wandering TaRTARS, fly from. the rigors of the cold, to the fouthern extremity 

of. their wild dominions... __ Se - — 


“Tur 24th, the road continued fandy, fo that we could not travel above thirty 
_werfts in a day. On the 26th, we arrived at the fortification called ENATAFFSKI 
xpEposT, one hundred and twenty. werfts. from asTRACHAN ; here is a village in 
“which two regiments of infantry, apd one of dragoons were. quartered. | The 
fortification confifts of a deep ditch, fecured with a breaft-work, and well provided 
with artillery. Though this fetclement had been made only the fummer. before,. 
yet it was well fupplied with the neceflaries of life, and from its fituation promiled 
great improvement. It ftands on an eminence, about half a werft from the voLGa, | 
a {mall branch of which runs into the valley juit below it, and forms a peninfula ; 
the adjacent country is well wooded, and the foil rich. Thefe fettlemadlats are of 
preat advantage to the RUSSIAN empire, for at the jame time as they awethe TARTARS, 


ane -: 


4 Tents. . > The learned in furgery report, that the futures in fome particular, perfons, are . 
by age os acc"lent obliterated ; but they doubt if there is any race of men without futures. ft. 
og 
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_ und prevent their incurfions, they open a trade with them for fheep and horfes; and 
an fome places for richer commodities. oe 

‘Tue 27th, we proceeded fifteen werfts to another RREPOST, where we took 2 
fupply of wood and water, intending to travel in the night. On the 28th, the’ 
weather grew more fevere, and the fnow made wheel carriages very laborious, 
particularly to the horfes in our Tartar cart, which was loaded with tents and 
Provifions, The next day we met a large caravan gota to ASTRACHAN, which 
informed us that five perfons were miffing in ZARITZEN and CHERNOYARE, and 
as a bloody fhirt had ben found on the way, it was concluded they were mur- 
dered. Upon this we gave orders to our: coflacks, to keep a ftricter watch than 
uiual. Some of the company who had been impatient to proceed forwards, and 
intended to leave us, now thought it improper to feparate from the caravan. . 
The goth, we arrived at cHERNoyARE, where I. had ftopped in comings down the 
VouGa the year before. Near this place, the KHALMUCK prince, and his Aying 
court, were uled to refide. Large pofts were fet up at certain diftances on the > 
adjacent plains, on which they intended to hang out fignals, in cafe of an incur- 
fion of any great bodies of the TaRTARS: by this means they might communicate 
_ the ajarm from one fortification to another. — Oppofite to this place is a rich mine 
of rock falt, which contributes largely to the revenues of the empire. The vorca. 
was now full of floating ice, which rendered the paflage of it impracticable, and‘ 
cut off the communication with asTRACHAN. an 7 : 


Ow the rt of december, our company divided, ‘on which occafion I preferred the - 
_ party that intended to make the moft difpatch; this day we travelled feventy ‘werfts, 
| The 2d, we found a russtan wapegon, and the ‘harnefles of feveral hories belonging 
to the five perfons who had been really murdered. We travelled the fame diftance 
as yelterday, and the day following we arrived at ZARITZEN, : 


As the {now now rendered the roads impraéticable for wheel carriages, I fet my. 
waggon on a fledge. During my ftay here I dined with the fecretary, who acted 
as jub-governor of the place. He prefented his wife to’ the company, who faluted 
her, according to cuftom. She then offered a {alver with {mall filver cups*of bran- _ 
dy, which was repeated after dinner; but the did not fit with us ‘at table. I was | 
not more amazed at the profufion of meats than at the badnefs of the cookery + 
The quantity of beer, quath*, and bad wine, which my companions {wallowed, 
was alfe prodigious; but it was a feaft of friendfhip, and the intent of it to recon- 
cile the asTRacHaw fecretary and one of the principal merchants of that city whe 
had quarrelled : Their healths being drunk, the matter of the hou obhged them 
to kifs each other. They were then faluted by all the company in the fame 
manner; and, to complete the farce, they immediately reproached’ each other for 
pall injuries. | | | _ 

Ow the 6th, I took my leave of my russtan friends, and departed from 
ZARITZEN, attended by two fervants. We travelled thirty werfts to a village 
; | oe Oo2 a under 


* They callthem c#arka, = © A fpecies of {mall beer, being a focond preparation of it boiled os. 
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ander the lines of: communication from the vorca. to the pon.. The sth, the — 
cold weather increafed fo much, that the froft feized very ftrong wine which was 
under my feather-bed. We travelled about thirty werfts to CASHALIENA, fituated | 
on the DON: The inhabitants here are a mixture of RUSSIANS and :‘cIRCASSIANS 3. 
ghey, are poor but bleffed with liberty, having. @ .HETMAN independent of the. 
‘government of zaaitzEen. In four days more we had travelled only .two hundred ~ 
and twenty werits from CASHALIENA, and not without lofing our way feveral times, .. 
the {tow being yet untrodden: . It often happens, particularly on the YAEIK STEP, . 
that paffengers who de. not provide a compas, lofe their way and perifh,. The, 
winds now blew, hard and excelffive cold; .fo that our carriers could not face it. but. 
were more than’once obliged to halt. we 
| ‘Tip rath, we reached MicnarLove. ‘This place isthe prand.wmart of the co3+ . 
sack towns. ~ [hey bold their fair in january, when the merchants of casan bring. - 
woollen and other manufactures, for which the cossacxs exchange the furs of foxes, 
taken near the pow. The next, day we travelled to NOVOCHOPERSKAJA;. the RuSs- 
sian barrier on the river cHorzr, and from thence we proceeded fixty werfts. “In | 
the evening we ftopt at Brusano, where the inhabitants informed us that a band _ 
‘of robbers had broken into two houfes the night before, and plundered thems; - 
they.-had, moreover tortured the peafants, by putting fire between their fingers to. - 
oblige them to deliver their money. ‘Thefe robbers had taken the road to TAMBOVE, 
and were fo clofely purfued, that we found hams and other previfions.awhich they 
had dropped in their flight. | | | 


Tue, 14th, we, travelled forty. werfts, and arrived at a. poft:hut on: the. defers, 
where we met the ‘KHALMUCK, embaflador, attended -by feveral Russian . officers 
returning from mosco, whither he and his retinue go yeatly to eat wholefome food, 
‘and obtain the prefent of a coat. . From thence we proceeded to KUSMINKA, and 
the 15th, we reached the city of TAMBOVE, ficuated.on the river. sna.. The next 
day proceeding eighty werfts, we arrived at KOSLOVE: this is a large city,. but all 
-the houfes are of wood, and make a very mean appearance. : Here is a monattery 
where the monks maintain themfelves chiefly by their own labour, and are con~ 
‘fequently no great burthen to the fociety. ’. The 17th, we arrived at ORANIENBURG, 
a fort fixty werfts from KosLove, built by the once. famous prince..MENZIKOFF, 
who had the grant of a certain duty on the merchandife which is carried this way 
In this place ftate prifoners are fometumes confined. 20 te a a 


The 18th, we advanced forty werfts, paffing through -many, villages furrounded - 
with arable lands, and well watered. -The woods which the eye every way meets 
at certain diftances,. contribute. much to beautify the profpect; but this was no 
-feafon for rural. pleafures. The 20th, thefe two days we travelled. about one hun: 
_ dred. and fifty werfts. Upon the road we had frequent opportunities of obferving 

in what manner the peafants render their, houfes habitable in cold weather. -As few 
of them have any chimneys, the fmoak of their ftoves is carried out through the 
windows but this method leaves fo thick a cloud, that ’tis impoffible to breathe 
‘above two or three feet from the floor, till the wood is burnt to afhes; and confe- 
- quently thofe who would not be fuffocated muft crawl in upon their hands, ‘The 

| 
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@rit, we arrived at KuoLuMNA, an antient city, of which I have already made . 
mention in my journey to persta, This being the feafon that the peajants fend 
their tributes to their lords, the roads were crouded with carts loaded with provi- 
fions of every kind. | | | | 


Tae 22d, we arrived in mosco, where I was very kindly received by Mr. JOHN 

TAMESZ. Here I received lerters acquainting me with the death of a relation, by 
_ Which I reaped certain pecuniary advantages, much exceeding any I could expect 
from my engagement in the caspran affairs: providence was thus indulgent to me, 
as if it meant to reward me for the fincerity of my endeavours. © oe 


Lorp. tryraw ey, the sririsy embaffador, was preparing to fet out the next 
day for sT. PETERSBURG, the court being already gone for that place fome few days 
before. My lord had laboured to reconcile the RUSSIAN court to Mr. e.ton, his 
conduct having been reprefented as fubfervient to the intereft of the trade. The 
iteady oppofition of the court had however obliged the russra company to a fub- 
milion, and the embaflador referred the matter to Mr. wourr, who was at this time 
appointed his majefty’s conful at sr. PETERSBURG, | thought it my duty to wait on 
his lordthip on this occafion, but his hearing being at that time impaired by a cold, 
as ‘was my voice with the fame diftemper; this conference, the only one I ever had. 
with hislordfhip, was very fhart... | | oo 
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This machine is fet on a fledge, and drawn by twenty-four poit horfes,. If any of 
them failon the road, others are ready to fupoly their place. She is generally 
three days and three nights on the way. There are fevera] {mall palaces on the. 
road, where fhe lometimes ftops to refreth herfelf. Prrer the crgat once made 
the journey tO. 8ST. PETERSBURG in forty-Gx hours, being four hundred and eighty 
eight ENGLISH miles; but it may be -eafily Imagined this prince’s carriage was of a 
very different kind from that of the empress, his Caughter: - | ae 


formed the journey from Mosco in abour three days anda half. I had been abfenc 
a year and fixteen weeks, in which time I had travelicd about four thoufand ENGLISH 
miles by land, through a variety of adventures. and accidents, not- indeed the moft 
perilous, yet fuch as loudly called§ior a grateful acknowledgment of.. the goodnefs 
of providence, ns _ | 


Earzy on the 1f of january 1 745, I arrived in sr. PETERSBURG, having per- 


I HAVE already tnade fome reflections * on Mr;-enton’s breach with me, at a 
time when I neither did, nor intended him any harm, on the contrary, that we 
_ might fnifh with him in an amicable manner, I offered him the fum of “ten thou-. | 
fand crowns, in lieu of {everal demands, which however appeared to me to have 
very little foundation in juftice, The circumn{tances I now was under, revived the’ 
remembrance of this incident. Tho? the quarrels of private perfons feldom deferve - 
_a place in public relations, yet they fometimes ferve as leflons of inftruétion, ina 
much as we learn from them how men are tran{fported by their ‘refentments, or 
how moderated by a love of juftice and charity... What f have faid againft Mr. 
ELTON; I hope my reader wil} impute to the love of juftice, the defire of {elf 
vindication, and my impartial regard to hiftorical truth : though I muft confefg it 
is next to impofible for a man to anfwer for his own heart, as to thofe mixtures of . 
- malignity which feem to be infeparable from human nature. - 


Mr. ELTON was jealous of the reports.} might make concerning his engagement 
and other connexions: In order to invalidate thefe, in cafe I thould reprelent . 
things in an unfavourable light for him, he {trove to prevent my obtaining in Rus -. 
sta the juftice he had arbitrarily.withheld from me in PERSIA.’ J had now the | 
mortification in st. PETERSBURG to find fevera] perfons, who, to ufe no harther... 
exprefion, were become my- Opponents, becaufe they imagined it to be their 
interelt. Few mens hearts are {o corrupt as to offend in a cafe of this nature, with » 
their eyes open, yet things always appear to fome of .the colour in which the.- 
medium of their intereft reprefents them, : : | 


~ Mew who aét upon principles of honor, and with a zeal for the intereft they efpoufe,- 
often flatter themflves dito a fecurity founded in the confcioufnels of their own 
innocence. Their confidence js thus apt to create a contempt of falfehood, how- - 
ever artfully difouifed under the appearance of truth; and they are from the very 
frame of their minds, expoled to be wousfled by the arts of malice: thefe being 
Weapons they never ufe; and confequently are for the moft part ignorant howto 
guard. againft them. A plaintive ftrain is alfo as. ill calculated to charm the gene- -_ 
oe Oo . | a8 a . rality | 
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rality of men into a love of juftice, as it is fruitlefs towards the advancement of our 
intereft in the world. The goodnefs of mens characters in general, prevails but 
little, except with thofe who love virtue themfelves; fo that complaints not fup- 
ported with evidence, nor enforced by authority, are feldom liftened to. _ 


Ir may be further obferved, that a great delicacy of fentiment proves how we 
“would live in a world which we frame -to our fancies, rather than teaches how to 
condué ourfelves in the bufy part of real life. It is melancholy to confider, how 
great a propenfity there is in moft people, to liften to injurious-reports of others, — 
and to demand the moft indubitable proof of their innocence, whilft they take the 
- moft trivial evidence of their guilt. And -as to gratitude, which men of contem- 
‘plative minds are apt to deify, though the goodnets of the heart is more concerned 
in it.than the {trength of the underftanding, yet in many cafes thefe muft go toge- 
ther: for when the mind is warped by prejudices, and wrong notices of things, 
— gratitude feldom has its force. The fervice afked, and the fervice done, can have 
the fame afpeét, only to minds rightly cultivated and informed. But there is per- . 
haps much lefs ingratitude in the world than men complain of ; for as we generally | 
-conftitute ourfelves the judges of our own merit, it is more than probable we fhall 
fometimes over-rate it: the confequence of which produces, I believe, more than 
half the refentments in the world. Befides, mankind are feldom {fatisfied with act- 
ing right, unlefs they meet applause; but this likewife is a conduct in-a great mea- 
fure repugnant to the true notion of virtue. : ro 


. To apply this moral to my own Rory, I acquitted ‘my correfpondents, in fome — 
. -meafure, for miftaken apprehenfions, into which I might have been myfelf betray-: 
ed in their circumftances. Our trade had a gloomy afpect; it was not’ furprizing 
that fears and jealoufy fhould arife; for this is generally the cafe in fuch a ftate of 
things; and ’tis fometimes hard to diftinguifh friends from foes: but they honoy- 
ably referred the feveral matters in difpute, which were at leneth happily deter- 
mined in my favor, by impartial arbitrators, I obtained my own; and as to.any 
other perfonal advantage, it confifted in exercifing my mind in patience under triats, 
and increafing my knowledge of the world. rr 
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win acconnt of the quantity and different forts of filk produced in the northern provinces 

of persia. Manner of ordering Sik worms, and of buying filk in GHILANS. 7 
3 WAS now happily arrived at sT. PETERSBURG, where I refided about five. 
am years, During this time my joutnal is of courfe difcontinued : I fhall there- 
tore proceed in the hiftorical account of the caspian trade, till the period of . its” 
‘diffolution ; firft making a few previous and neceflary remarks, oo 


‘Ture are doubtlefs many accounts of raw filk, from its original appearance 
to the beautiful manufactures made of it, much fuperior to any I am qualified to 
give 3 yet it will not, I think, be improper to mention this, among fuch other, 
particulars as eccurred to my obfervation, during my fhort abode in prrsta. | If 
we may judge from the duties paid in resup, the trade began to flourifh on our. 
acrival there ; for in 1742 the cuftoms amounted only to twenty thoufand crowns, 
but in 1743 they rofe to fifty thoufand, and made about the fame fum in T74 4s. 
The annual produce of Guinan in good times, I tompute to be thirty thoufand 
batmans ? of raw filk, of which about fix thoufand are confamed in PERSIA, four 
thoufand fent to Bacpat, and the remainder over the CASPIAN fea. SwiIrnvan 
formerly produced a large quantity, bur that province is now in a much worfe 
condition than GHiLkan. This commodity is brought to market all the year round, 
_ in greater or {maller. quantities, but chiefly in auguft and feptember. ‘They have 
_ deveral kinds, of it; the firft is called sHerparr, or weavers Gilk, becaufe the. 
weavers, particularly in RESHD and casHan, are fuppofed to ufe the beft they can 
procure ; but what generally goes for the persian fabrics at cASHAN is the fine(t. 
fort, the threads of which are more fplit ; this is ufually all white, whereas the 
other is white and yellow; nor is it wound off fo fhort, © that though finer we 
do not efteem it fo much as saERBAFF. ‘There is alfo a fort called aRass, from 
being beught up for the moft part by araBrans, who fénd it into TURKEY, where 
it is afterwards manufactured, | Sr Sot 


GHILAN produces the beft and preateit. quantities of filk; next to this come 
SHIRVAN and ERIVAN, then MAZANDERAN, and laftly asrraBap; but the'latter 
_ is vaitly inferior, ferving only for a manufacture mixed with cotton, of which 
they make their fhirts and drawers. Guinan filk is fent into RUSSIA and TURKEY, 
‘and part of it is kept for the peRsran manufactures; but that of MAZANDERAR 
and asTRABAD is feldom or ever exported. From sutrvan they formerly fent all 
their filk to Turkey and Russtax. The peafants of GHILAN perceiving that the 
ENGLISH required the sHERBAFF to be fhort wound, prepared it in that manner, 
and the filk proved good, and was much efteemed by our manufaQurers. The. 

OB a |  _, peafans 


'® Two hundred and forty thoufand great pounds. This was the quantity monopolized by the prince 
‘Rigi KouLi. It has been computed much higher, but even this computation ¢xceeds what it really 
‘was in 1743, 1744, &€. SO — 
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peafants gave this réafon for chufing to have their filk long wound. In moitt 
weather the filk wound on a large wheel is not fo apt to ftick or be gummed toge- 
“ther, in thofe parts where it lies on the bars, or divifions of the wheel, where it 1s 
often rendered black, and fo hard that it cannot without great difficulty be feparated ; 
- befides, with a large wheel they make more difpatch. But all this time they did. 
not confider the inconveniency of winding it off to be manufactured, ‘Theie pea- 
{ants are extremely tenacious with regard to the price of their filk : their bufinefs 
- is ufually done by brokers, but the buyer attends to pay the money. They fell it 
in {mall quantities, fo that,a cargo cannot always be collected. Befides this mcon- 
- svenience, there is that of bad money, for they are often obliged to cut it through, 

‘in order to fee that it is not copper filvered over. Their jealoufy ran fo high, that 
. the governor of GHILAN once publifhed an order, that whoever. refufed any kind 
of money, except it was manifeftly bad, his ears and nofe fhould be cut off, 
and his eftate confifcated:. but I never heard that this order was carried into 


«execution. 


°°? Dae filk worm, as is well known, takes its birth from an eco no bigger than a 
{mall pin’s head. In the month of march, when the fun is already very warm, I 
“obferved the peafants in GHILAN prepare to give life to the eggs’ which they had. 
preferved during the winter, carrying them for the moft part about them, in the 
warmeft part of their bodies, and particularly under their arms. “Tn ten-or more 
days, according to the heat it receives, jt becomes a maggot, and begins to feed. 
The thrub mulberry-trees, which are annually pruned, produce the moft tender agd 
proper leaves for their food. In about forty days the worm arrives to its maturit}, 
and winds itfelf by daily gradations into a pod of filk as big as a pigeon’s egg. 
“When this egg is completely formed, which is ufually known by the filence of the 
worm within, they fuffocate it by covering it with blankets, or by the heat of the 
fun; unlefs they wind off the fik immediately, for then warm water an{wers the 
fame purpofe. Some of them however mutt be permitted to live and perforate the 
pod, for when it breaks from its enclofure it cafts its feed or eggs, by means of 
which-the generation is preferved, From the pods thus perforated the filk cannot 
be wound off as from the others, but being prepared by pounding, it is fpun off 
jike cotton yarn. This filk we call KEDGE, the remains or refule of which is fo 
inferior, as to admit only of being milled and made into filk wadding. . 


Tae cleannefs and clearnefs of raw filk conftitute a great part of its goodnefs ; 
inferior Gl has many nits and coarfe ftuff flicking to the threads. The mois, or 
head of filk, often appears fair to. the eye, when much coarfeneis is concealed 
under it; for it is a trick of the peafants of GHILAN, to hide the defects. as they 
wind it off from the pod. The beft filk has conftantly a glofs or brightnefs ; the 
white or Gver-coloured is moft efteemed, but in GHitan the greatef— part comes: 
". yellaw from the worm. White fill that is foiled, is generally found to have lain 
in a moift place, which hurts its ftrength as well as beauty. - Silk fhould be equal, 
ftrong, and round as wire ; and alfo clean ; the preateft part of it fhould be ina 
‘medium with regard to finenefs, for the fineft is not the eafieft to manufacture to 
advantage. The threads of filk being thus even, that is, as near as poflible of one 
- fize, and not coarfe and fine intermixed, can be moft eafily feparated in the winding ; 
~— wo. oe . | but 
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but: otherwife the coarfe is apt to tear the fine; and make wafte in manufacturing 
it. The fize which we ufually moft efteem, ig wound off Gxteen or eighteen pods 
or cocoons. 44 mofs, which is about fixty inches in the round, can be moft 
‘conveniently reeled off; longer is not approved of, and if fhorter, being glued 
together with its own gum, the quick revolutions of the reel is apt 0 break it.” 
One may alfo obferve, that there is a vait difference between filk cleaned by 
combing, and that which remains juft as it came from the pod. ‘The former to 
an unfkilful perfon, who does not obferve the broken threads and the ends of the . 
combings, fhall look better than the latter, though it be confiderably worfe. _ 


_ Wuen the armMenrans and russians pack up their filk, ‘they generally comb 
the heads of the moffes to deceive the buyer; but this makes it really worfe, 
becauie it hurts it in the winding off. -Thefe people, who were never famed - 
for probity, have long practifed the art of falfe package. Fience at smyrna, 

and ALEPPO, where the aRMENIAwS fell their filk tothe faGors of our TURKEY 
company, as likewife in russta, it has often been reyeCted upon that accqunt ; 
elpecially as they hold it a conftant maxim, not to fuffer their bales to be broken 
up except at the heads, 7 . 7 


-. Tue price of filk in ouitan generally arifes in proportion to the advance on 
foreign goods, except in a very great {carcity, as of late. During the courfe of 
the BRITISH CASPIAN trade, we found it vary from twelve to eighteen crowns the 
-batman*; it was generally about fifteen, but within thefe two or three laft years, 
the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS have paid from thirty to forty crowns; 


- - “a . = 
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‘The kinds of zuROPEAN goods which the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS vend in the 
northern provinces of PERSIA with a fuccin account of the PERSIAN WHEE Sy 
meafures, and coins. ° OO : _ 


I SHALL now give a general idea of the different kinds of EUROPEAN goods 
& which the russians and ARMENIANS vend in the northern provinces of that 
kingdom, with an account of the coins, weights and meatures, according to the 
‘belt informations I could procure ; obferving that there feems to be a great 
difcordance among. writers in the three aft. ee ee 


Tue chief demand of european goods, next to putcH cloth, is for sairisH 
woollens, fuch as hair-lift drabs af 12 to 191. per piece of thirty feven yards in . 
| | Ee Pp a a white, 5 


' 45 108. for eight great pounds, . 


| . — 
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white, which the PERSIANS call Becrest: of thefe they ufually confume’ nine: 
bales in thirty... no ts 
Gioucester cloths of about gl. 108. to TF I. ros. per piece, of forty-two: 
yards in white, which the peRsrans call MAGHOOT, and confume thereof ten bales- 
jn thirty. * ena aera ere 
OrpDINARY YorKSHIRE Cloths, of about 3s. 6d. per yard dyed, which the per- 
-grans call tonpora, and confume thereof eleven bales in thirty. . CO 
~ Eryg bales of fhalloon of a middling quality, are ordinarily required in one: 
hundred bales of cloth. a a 
ERoM HOLEAND they reckon one bale of macuoor, one of fhalloons, and one 
of long ells, to ten bales of BEGREST. © 
EnoiisH embofied cloth is alfo demanded ; likewife indigo, ,cachineal, and: 
int good times, fome rich filks, gold. and filver lace, velvets,. and other rich 
. manufactures. : ee 


F 


ap persrans had been long accuftomed to putes cloths, which were thicker, 
and for the moft part better fhorn, and of a fofter and finer wool, the crimfon ‘and | 
- fcarlets.of a finer dye: but they were dearer than ours. However, after two or | 
three years we improved fome of our drabs, fo as to be almoft equal to the puTcH 
cloths in fubftance, and, in my judgment, fuperior in foftnefs and beauty. | | 
Tez tranfit duty in Russra is 3 per cent. on the value, with an agid. of-450 per 
cent; which, with other petty charges, makes 1t about & per cent. only in the 
cuftom-houfe. In Ppersta the duty on EUROPEAN goods is 5 percent. on the: 
value. — mee, ~ a rn, renee a 


“AN ACCOUNT OF THE MONEY IN PERSI AL 
Tue TOMAN, BISTIE, and. DENAER are imaginary, but the other denominations 


are real: the valuation and currency of filver money are, viz. 


_— _ ~ = -- Value in © Weight in 
; OO BO : ae _ denaers. | mufcals, . 
A toman is ro hazardenaers, - = * 7 2 0 ™ ee ot 7 10000 | RO. 
It mutt be obferved that the hazardenaer (which the ENGLISH ~ | Co 
galled mill denaer, and the RUSSIANS @ ruble). is computed ... | a 
-.. by EUROPEANS, and accounts kept in hundreds: - > - -»~ 300 - 
Confequently the fame in lower denominations, viz. wee 
Peng fid danaer, or rupie, or nadirie -- = 7 sire 50 ~ oh 
Sifid denaer, or this fhahie - - - 7 7° 7 rT TF = 20 ae o% 
Abaffie,- -. 2 2 2 foe em Oe me ae Tm, 20. & 
Sid denaer, or mahmudie - +: "95 7. 8 met OT FO 
Shahre, or {ahie . « a! a mm ~= = © 2 . § 
Biftie ~ mw we mm ied ie _ 7 aw mo ee Ze 
Kazbekie ~ * + - + 2 2ortés sr 22 2 ,% 


An 
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An ENGLISH crown melted down in resp, produced at 17 denaers* per mufcal, 
only 95 denaers; but we always computed the mildenaer or roo denaers, equal 
tO aM ENGLISH Crownof §8,° 0 7 : | _ 


THE GOLD COINS CURRENT ARE 


| , Value. - - Weight in mufcals and nackoot 
ce oe ee or karrats, 24 —= 1 mufcal. 
Muhr afhreffie, or treble ducatof 2 _ 6-—00 5 oo 
6 mildenaer. a ; ae 9 
Athrefi, or old ducat.- - “ I—8o _ Oo | 18—equal in finencls to- 
D® fhah nadir, or new ducati. - - 1—80 0 478 @ HotLANps ducat, 
DD” of mefched - ~ + - «= | r—80. Oo - 18. 
D®° bokhara current at 2toand 2—20 020s x — 
.Fonduckli, turkifh ducat, abour - I—~f8a o°°:.6CU°778 
Venetianducat =} BQ 17e 
“The common abaffie fhould be -  — 2—00 EO 
D° fhah fultan huf’in - 2 6 0+. #0 Lg 4. 
. D°® fhah fuliman or RE 14 
D° fhah fefie = = =», 0  #. wo. a 16 | 
N. B. 80 +333e mufcals = 1 Ib troy. 7 | 
W-E.I GH T S. 
1200 mufcals, or 1 batman, are averdupois Ih satan 20343 


ordinarily computed t2 2 Ib encuisu, 


‘ 
= 


985 Dp? nm ep | 
1 D® I have found to be 3 dwts. 3 grain, but oS 388 
~~" nicer calculators call it grains = = $71 ns 7 
xy dunk, ordonk™ - 7 ew ee a ~ 8648 °° 
. g karrat mw - - 2. 9662 a 
a Se | hzbbie eo - ” 7 | | © 98894 - 


1o7 mufcals areIb rt. HOLLANDS, © - - > 2 ee 
The-old batman or manfhafh is 1200 muftals, or 200 .drams, by which fitk, / 
. @ochineal, indigo, kedge, &c. are weighed. © 2 >) 6 
The new. batman fhah is 1280. mufcals, or 243 % drams, by which huavy, 
poods‘are weighed. - BS , _ ; 
At vtavris! the batman called tavrizie, contains 640 muftals, likewife chiefly © 
ufed at MEscHEn and HERAT, as it is alfo, more or lefs, through the whole country, 
for feveral fpecies of goods. The antient batman of Tavats weighed 600 mufeals. 
AU ISFAHAN, at SHAMAKIE, andall through suirvan,, the filk batman contains 
48 ftills, or 1600 mufcals, and @ ftills are called a fhadah, and weigh 100 mufcals; — 
but the batman, by which indigo is weighed, contains only 800 mufcals. - 
At T@HIRAN the batman is called re, and contains 1600 mutcals; rice, wheat, 
Equors, and provifions are fold by the batman. os oe | 
Achervar, or load of acamel, is so. batmans. -, . - A 
* Tus common price of Silver.” mo, 
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A load of a mule 25 batmans, according to the king’s computation, but carriers 
ufally load goto 34.0 : oC a 

A chervar of a horfe is 20 batmans, but carriers ufually load 25. 

The fame load of an afs, according to the common rule of Carriers, 18 15 
“batman. ee ) : 

Kebbie, a handful. » 
- Dizz, or gerib, 1000 rice. 

4 batman of fhahi rice make 1 kuttie. oe | oo : 
- Corn and grain, and even liquids, are fold by the batman, but rice when win- 
nowed is fold per meafure, ojar. i : OR 
The mufcal through all persra is the fame: the filverfmiths commonly make 
“ufe of pieces of money inftead of weights, efpecially fifid denaers of 1 <= mufcal in. 
- weight. — | Sot | 
|x karrat is 3 hebbie. | 

4 karrats, or nockoot, are x dunk. 

6 dunk r mufcal. . 

6 mufcals 1 dram. 


THE MEASURE OF RESHD. 


» horfe hair breadths are 1 barley corn. 
% barley corns are one finger. ) — 
24 fingers are half a gaze, or gaz = 1 cubit. 
400Q cubits are 1 mile. ’ a oe 
3 miles are one farfang. i | | 
But the meafure in common ufe is the geze zerr@, divided into r6 parts, called 
errie. - . rs 7 co , ee me ae 
“The foreign -and persian merchants, in buying of woollens, compute the owPze 
at 40 inches ENGLISH, butitisonly 393. 7 re 
1os5 fmyrna pikes are reckoned equal to 70 PERSIAN PEZE.. re 
“The mokeelar peze is 4, lefs than the fhah geze, and by the mokeefar, pER- 
‘sIan manufactures, and moft part of retail goods are meafured. 9 
"The tavris geze is 1 per cent. longer than the fhah geze. 


w: 


CH A P. 


C HA p, LXV. 


the fate of PERsta ix 1743 101745, in re/ped to commerce, containing feveral remarks 
on the trade of that COunLTY, as carried on by the FRENCH, DUTCH, RUSSIANS and 
ARMENIANS, with gq Juccind? view of the revenues and military force of PERSIA, 


SHE countenance which we had received in persia Save us an earneft of 
| T future fuccefs in that country; but at the fame time inflamed the jealoufy of 
the Russtan Merchants, who had never experienced fuch favor. However 
dangerous the enterprize I had been engaged in, was at letting out, the iffue of it 
proved the moft fuccefsful during the whole courfe of the CASPIAN trade.. It might 
indeed have coft us dear; for had not one thoufand five. hundred of the stran’s 
forces defeated the rebel army, which my reader will remember confifted of three 
thoufand men, in all human probability the whole fouthern coat of the caspraw 
fea muft have fubmitted to their arms: thus the attempt of going to MESCHED by 
the rout of astragap, would have been a means of involving the whole eririsi 
commerce in thofe parts, in one common ruin, and of exhibiting that tragedy which 
was acted four years afterwards. | | 
It was certainly a great millake in us to attempt to trade to mescnep by this or 
any other rout. Mr. ELTON, as the reader wi]] remember, confidered the removal | 
of our EAS? INDIA company’s fervants from ISFAHAN, as a material circumftance 
to encourage the factors of the russra company in the profecution of this defign ; 
‘but in reality the very reafons that moved the former to Order their faCtors from 
thence, fhould have confined the latter to RESHD, the place of our importation ; : 
and inftead of feeking the perstan merchants, we fhould have left them to feek us. 
How much the prrsran traders refented my- attempt, may be judged by the | 
declaration which AHDGEE ABDULCRIM made to me at CASBIN, viz. ** Thar if 
“ I had not been robbed at ASTRABAD It was highly improbable I fhould ever arrive .- 
‘“ fafe at MESCHED.” To this purpofe we may remember that Mr. GRAME was 
murdered in returning from that city the year before; but this indeed was imputed © 
to his own indifcretion in not waiting for a caravan. Mr. VAN MIEROP had better 
fortune, with regard to his perfon; but he was feveral times obliged to take to his 
- arms. | : 7 | 


Yue «account which Mr. van MIERCP pave of the IMport and confumption of — 
MESCHED, extracted from the cuftom-houfe regifter of that ‘city, made the ~ 
quantities very inconfiderable ; and the whole was fent DY ARMENIANS, RUSSIANS, 
and GREEKS, from RESHD, Viz. , , 


“Hh, . “a 


Piece. of hegreft, Piec. of Jondora, Piece, of maghoot. | 


MESCHED and its neighbourhood, 306 - FOO. 700 

For the confumption of BOKHARA, 20 +. gg io- 

: _ . Orange, | rs 40 a 
Balkh, ge, . Ag 5” 
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Brsipes thefe, not diftinguifhed with regard to the place of their confumption, 
were imported, 

1000 fhalloons, the moft part from KHERMAN, by the way of the guliph 

1500 long ells. t of PERSIA. 

250 batmans of lahori indigo, brought by the inDIANS, of whotm there are a 
confiderable number, who alfo trade in cloth from RESHD. 
500 batmans of AMERICAN indigo from RESHD, by ARMENIANS; formerly it 
came from TURKEY, where they bought it of the FRENCH. 


300 batmans of cochineal from RESHD, brought by anmenrans and others. 


THouGH MESCHED was under the particular protection of NADIR SHAH, It was 
with difficulty that Mr. van mrzRop fold to the value of twenty-two thoufand 
crowns, during the fpace of twenty-feven months which he refided there, and great 
part of this fum was in exchange for PERSIAN manufactures, which no reafon but 
the abfolute impoffibiliry of obtaining money induced him to accept; fuch was the 
diftrefs of that country. -For my own part, I had the utmoft reafon to confider this 
asa military trade, and myfelf as having made a campaign. The journey had how- 
ever afforded me an opportunity of feeing’PeRsta, and of enquiring into many cir- 
cumflances relating to the oriental commerce.” ORR aan 2 


Tur confufion arifing from inteftine broils, muft ever give a deep wound to 
trade, the fecurity of which is founded in the arts of peace and the execution of 
civil laws; but the government of PERSIA Was NOW rendered precarious, to 4 
degree that threatened the fubverfion of that monarchy. The TuRKS, the LESGEES, 
the INDIANS, the TURKUMANS, and other frontier nations, either favoured thefe 
‘nteftine factions, or endeavoured to recover fome limb which had been torn from 
them; fo that every imaginable excefs was committed upon no better principle 
than the power of doing it. In this fituation it was the ill fortune of the Russia 
company to find PERSIA governed by an wfurper, and a tyrant whofe cruelty had 
no pounds: and the profpect at this time was im a mote particular manner over- 
{hadowed with a dark cloud, which threatened a ftorm. — The russia company had 
already felt fome of the difficulties in which they were involved ; others they forefaw, 
but knew not how to provide againft them. mo | 


Tre rebellions in SHIRVAN in 1743, Of SHIRASS, ASTRABAD, HAZAR-JERIB in 
1744, were not fuppreffed but by the flaughtet of -many thoufands, and the almoft 
total ruin of thofe provinces. It is true that napiR had enriched his ~treafures 
with the plunder of rnp1a, yet the heavy taxes he had impofed on his peaple to 
_fapport fuch a continued feries of foreign and domeftic wars, had reduced them to 
an extremity of poverty, and driving them to defpair, obliged thoufands to-feek a 
voluntary banifhment. 

I wave already obferved that NADIR’8 army had been fapported for upwards of 
four years by the taxes drawn from his PERSIAN fubjeéts, and that his ivp1 An treafure 
vemajned in @ great meafure untouched; this was one principal caufe of ‘their 
diftrefs; by endeavouring to deprive them of the inftruments of rebellion, he 

| provoked 
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provoked them to rebel, and chaftifing them, he completed their ruin, Could any 
trade be carried on under thefe circumftances ? | : | 


Iv wascomputed that napir had near two hundred thoufand men in pay, the 
charge of whom, officers included, was computed at 100 crowns *a year, and 
confequently the expence of maintaining ‘his army was 20 millions of crowns 4, 
‘exclufive of the contingent expence,.— | 


In good times the provinces are fuppofed to bring into the exchequer the 
following fums : 


Mildenaers. i. 

The conquered provinces in rspra were {aid ?- | 

to produce in 1743, 25 crore*, which t _ 12,500, 000—3, 125,000 

makes PERSIAN money... :.,.. .. ee 
KANDAHAR and HARAT ~ = we _ 1,000,000—- 250,000 
KHORASAN os - - - : 2,000,000—— 500,000 
ASTRABAD _ - - - §0,000—~ 12,500 
MAZANDERAN - - - - - - - 400,000—- 100,000 
GuHILan, of which a million was once de- } 

manded, but is now fet ar |  o. 500s C00 F259 e098 
SHIRVAN, including czorcra and fome parts i I, 500,000— 375, 000 
Of DAGESTAN a gh oP b- a 
Erivan, and-the partsof arMENIA fubjeck to i 2,000,000-—= 500,000 

PERSIA 


Trax, including caspin, IsraAHAN, and the 
country extending to the gulph, being the 
antient PARTHITA : es 
ADERBEITZAN, in which akDEviL and TAVRIS 
are included *. | | 


«Ty 500,000—= 395, 900 


1, 500,000—= 375,000 


Sa Pi i cee, 
225950, 000-5, 737, 500 
sien ee 


Tue reader will naturally obferve how gteat a part of the PERSIAN revenue was 
produced by naprr’s conqueft-in ywpra: it will alfo be obvious to him, that the 
charge of an army is certain, but the revenues to fupport thar army are uncertain, 

“elpecially if they commit the leaft violence; and here the whole was a fcene of 
rapine: the confequence was, that except the conquered provinces in Inpra and 
thofe of .GHILAN and KHORASAN, the reftof the kingdom was ‘fo iinpoverifhed as 
to be difabled from paying perhaps a quarter part of ‘the afual tax.- Next to the 
above mentioned, KANDAHAR, HARAT and ERIVAN were {aid to-be the leait diftref-. 
led, but mifery -eigned in every quarter, oe 


OF thefe two hundred thoufand men, fixty thouland were quartered in caBuL 
and the adjacent prévinces on the weftern fide of the stnp*, which had been 


conquered and kept by Napir+; ahd ‘the revenues appear to have much exceeded 
, the 


* Twenty-five pounds. > Five millions flerling. © Crore or 10 laks are ‘s00,000 ‘crowns. 
* ADERREITZAN is the antient meDIA. ° Antient inpvys. 
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the expence of fupporting that party of the army. If one confiders this number of 
troops and large revenue, it was not unreafonable to expect a large demand for 
cloth and other Europran goods, but we were not then acquainted with the 
nature of cloathing a persian army; for indeed not a third part of it wears 
EUROPEAN Cloth, 


Wrrn regard to the quantity of goods. imported by the PERSIANS over the 
CASPIAN fea, whilft the port of GAMBROON was open tO the feveral nations of 
EUROPE, the caspsaw traders could but ill form an idea of the general confumption 
in that kingdom. The Russta company were the more fanguine in their expecta- 
tions, from a knowledge that in the beginning ef this century, the factors of the 
BAST INDIA company had extended their trade as far as Faverts on the weftern 
coaft of the caspian, where they fold great quantities of the woollen manufactures 
of GREAT BRITAIN; but when the BRITISH factors in GHILAN, whofe fituation was 
now {fo much more advantageous, would have made an experiment of the like 
nature, they difcovered that city and its confines to be in fo ruinous a {tate as blafted’ 
their hopes of doing any bufinefs in thofe quarters. 


WHEN PERSIA enjoyed repofe, the agent of the zasT INDIa company of 
ENGLAND lived in {plendor: the regal government being held tn great veneration 
in that empire, he acted as immediately under the crown of ENGLANDs and from 
thence derived an influence which he could not otherwife have poffeffed : his. 
pompous manner of living had forme good effects, but the expence was too confi- 
derable to be long grateful to the company. — 


Wirn regard to the advantdges the RUSSTANS enjoyed, it muft be obferved that 
befides the RUSSEAN minifter who attends at the PERSIAN COUTT, generally under 
the title of refident,, the conful of that empire, who 1s fixed in GHILAN,,. is-confidered 
ay fome meafure in a minifterial light, and allowed. a company of nussKan. foldiers 
as a guard, at the expence of the Empress their fovereign. Hence it was. that 
Mr. ELTON. recommended fo ftrongly that a commiftion fhould be given to one of 
the BritisH fubjeéts in GHIEAN, by which I prefume he meant himfelf, to act as. 
conful; but the ftate of things was. now changed, and every ftep: that could be taken 
-o eftablith the intereft of the RUSSIA company in PERSSA,. 1n effeét. blocked up our 
paffage through Russia into PERSIA. 


Tue advantages which the zasT INDIA Company of gencuAND enjoyed beyond 
the Russia company, were fuch as will hardly admit of a comparifon, nor indeed 
is it matcrial to my prefent purpofe: I fhall pafs over in filence the trade from 
CREAT BRITAIN to the gulph of persia, as alfo that between PERSIA and INDIA; 
obferving only, that after the PORTUGUESE had fettled themfelves. in EAST INDIA, 
they took the ifland of armus, and being matters of the fea, carried on the trade 
be-ween thole countries. That great prince saan apas thought it his intereit to 
diflodge them from his neighbourhood, for which purpofe he entered into a treaty 
in 1622, with the agent of the EAST INDIA Company, and by means of their 
fhips he took crmus, and demolifhed the town, bringing the commerce of that 
‘land to the continent. This induced that prince to build the town of BENDER 

| ABASS35 
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asasst, now Called Gamsroon, which is reputed the greateft place of trade in all 
PerSIA. For thefe good fervices apas made the company a grant of half the 
cuitoms of the new town in perpetuity; but his fucceffors have not religioufly ob- 
ferved the engagement. 


“Tue invafion of the arcHans in 172%, ruined the company’s fettlement at 
ISFAHAN in no lefs a degree than the death of napir occafioned’ the pillage of the 
Russta company’s factors in rgsHD, as I thal! have occafion to relate, Their lofs, 
though very conliderable, was not I believe fuperior to that of the casptan traders, 
except the long interruption of their trade: in both cafes extortion and plundet 
were Carried to an extreme. The aRMENIANS fuffered alio*; the putca like- 
wife met the common fortune of the times, and being obliged to withdraw the 
greateft part of their factory from isrAnan, they fettled in GAMBROON, where they 
fecured themfelves in a great meafure by ftrong fortifications. They did not come 
into Persia till ten years after us; but as they are the only traders in fpice, fo 
much in ufe over all asta, they have been encouraged to continue their com: 
merce, though with lefs advantage than in pait times. . 


THE FRENCH firft appeared in PERSIA in 1665, and concluded a treaty with the 
SHAH Of PERSIA in 1674; but the miferies of that country, in confequence of the 
invafion of the AFGHANS in 1722, compelled them‘alfo to retire from Isp AHAN. 
A very pompous propofal was made by a yrencu projector, in relation to a trade 
over the CASPLAN, in the beginning of this century, upon the occafion of an em- 
bafly® from SHAH SULTAN Hussein to Lewis XIV. This perfon imagined 
that caravans could not be conduéted fafely through Russta, and therefore he pro- 
poled to carry merchandize in veffels by the lakes and rivers with which that 
country abounds. but in regard to robbers he feemed ignorant chat this would not 
mend the matter in the leaft. He mentioned alfo feveral commodities which he 
propofed to retufn to FRANCE, particularly rhubarb; but. this. article, as I have 
already remarked, is monopolized by the russtan government. This icheme never 
was, and I believe never will be carried into execution. 


Bur of all the nations who have endeavoured to eftablith a trade with. the north 
of PERSIA, the Russraws are the moft advantageoufly fituated : the inteftine broils 
. Of that country have not put a ftop to their commerce: ‘on the contrary they have ° 
fometimes turned to their advantage ; for befides the ordinary courfe of their trade 
to and trom persra, they reap confiderable profit by their trading voyages on the 
caspran fea, carrying rice from GHILAN to BAKU, BDERBEND, and fometimes to 
the fouthern coaft, as 1 have already mentioned, And as‘this export of provifion 
sometimes creates a fcarcity in GHILAN, it occafions a demand ter Russtan meal, 
trom which again new benefits are derived. Befides cloth and other EUROPEAN 
goods, the russtans alfo export red leather, furs, and linen for the northern 
provinces of persia, and make their returns in raw filk. Hence arofe their jea- 

loufy 


4 See hiftory of revolutions jn vol. IT. . 

» It has been faid that this was entirely counterfeit, to amufe tewrs XIV. in his old apes but it ap- 
‘pears from feveral circumflances, as well as the nature of the thing, that this opinion was very ill ground- 
ed, if not ridiculous, 
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toufy of the BRiTisH traders ; for the RussrAN merehants, particularly thofe of 
mosco, and the trading towns on the volca, no fooner obferved that the PERSIAN 
markets were glutted with EUROPEAN goods, by thé russia company of ENG- 
LAND, than they began to murmur, refolving to make remon{trances to court on 
‘the fubject, : 


THE ARMENIANS indeed have for fome years extended their trade to the north of 
peRSra, much beyond the RUSSIANS, for by means of their credit in HOLLAND, 
joined to their own capitals, they employed in this branch of commerce about 
one hundred thoufand pounds. This ftock however was now infuficient to fupport 
them, for the exceffive glut of the market in GrivaNn, and the terrible oppreffion 
of thé pERstAN government, ftopped the circulation of their trade, and confequent- 
ty fank their credit in wontanp. At length they were alfo conftrained to abandon 
PERSIA, and in 1745 they retired to ASTRACHAN, tO wait with their effects till there 
fhould be a fair opportunity of returning thither, aa , 


Wuitst the Russta company. were in fecurity, they could'not be infenfible of the 
benefits of buying raw filk immediately of the peafants of GHitan. But advan- 
tages may be over-rated, and indeed tegfe”to be tuch,. ‘when attended with vexations 
and inconvenience, like thofe which the CASPIAN tradersExperienced. It was not 
however the lefs ungrateful to obferve the ARMENIANS, a people “in. themfelves 
defpicable, and of no confequence to Russia in competition with the sririsy 
nation, fupported and protected in this trade, when mealures were fo apparently _ 
taking to wreft it from us. ‘Phe Russians do indeed alledge that many of thefe 
ARMENIANS are {ubjects of their country, and it is true in general, that fuch of 
them as are engaged in the caspian trade do put themfelves under the protection . 
of that empire. Thefe people are likewife educated in all the fervilities of asra, 
and underftanding how to accommodate themfclves to indignities which the genius 
of a free nation will hardly fubmit to, are in fome meafure the better qualified to - 
carry on a commerce through foreign dominions. 


Tue thare which the Russ1a company enjoyed in this branch of commerce made 
an ECLAT, but it was hot yet pufhed’to near the height which the anMeNnrans had 
carried it. Of what confequence it was to the latter, may be eafily deduced from 
hence, that not many years ago they imported into russia near one thoufand bales 
of raw filk*; of this the greateft part was fent to amsTERDAM; part of the filk 
was alfo fent to the GERMAN markets, and about one hundred bales remained in 
the city of mosco for the ufe of the Russian manufactures. ° 


4 Of twenty-five batmans is three hundred thoufand pounds of fixteen ounces, whereas all the nriTisH. 
trade never amounted to half that quantity,. | 
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Thé RUSSIA company endeavour to reconcile Mr. ELTON to the court of ST. PETERS-. 


BURG. They urge him to leave: PER SBA, Their letters upon this otcafion to lord. 


TYRAWLEY, bis majefty’s embalfador to the RUSSIAN court, as alfa to Mr. stron. 
Tbe ARMENIANS intrigue. to difpoffe[s us of the CASPIAN trade, 


URING my negotiations in persra, the russra company In LONDON endea- 

voured by all poffible means to reconcile Mr. ELtoN to the court of sv, 
PETERSBURG. Kwez sHERBATOVE, the RUSSIAN minifter in LONDON, made repeat. 
ed remonftrances to the BRITISH miniftry, complaining loudly of sLron, whom 
the company defended ; for fome of the members could not be perfuaded that he 
was really in the perstan fervice, or if he was, that it ought not to give offence 
to Russia. This contributed to inflame the jealoufy of the russraxs, and to 
change it into refentmenc; fo that finding they could not obtain any fatisfaction 
upon the fubject of their complaints, the college of commerce in sr. PETERSBURG, 
In confequence of a memorial from ‘the great chanallor, iffued an order to the 


BRITISH factors in that city, fignifying ‘* that_ no goods-or merchandize, configned - 


- 


““ to Mr, Exron would be permitted to pafs. through the. Russian empire.” This 
news had reached. persia before lef it, | ) a 


THE Russra merchants thus finding the court of sr. peTersnurc fo much in . 


earneft, refolved to deSik from any farther folicitations in behalf of Mr. ELTON, 
and, if poffible, to recall him from persia: with this view the. committee appoint- 


ed for the. body of the traders, came to a refolution of uniting their two houfes in| 


GHILAN,. and wrote to Mr. vaNMLiEROP, and myfelf, as follows, 


‘* Lonpon, auguft 17, 1744. . 


GENTLEMEN, 


“ “PHOUGH by many intervening accidents the uniting of our two houfes | 


“e in PERSra has been hitherto prevented, yet it has been our general view 


‘* from our firft fetting out. as the only means to preferve this trade, and carry it - 


“on fuccefsfully, as well for our own intereft as that of the nation in general , 


“and this has been on every occafion recommended to us in the ftrongeft manner . 


** by his majefty’s miniftry. 


‘ 


-” 


ta 


and raifing that of raw filk, to the great detriment of the national intereft. . 


“ To prevent thefe prejudicial effects, and compafs this falutary work, we are : 


— 


** come to the unanimous refolution of fixing one houfe, under the firm* of mef- 


*© fieurg . 


* A mercantile term for the f gnature of merchants, 


. at” 


‘* We have fuffictently obferved, ' as well “as felt, the ill confequences of two rival - 
houfes oppofing each other, by running down the price of our manufactures, . 


r 
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“6 fieurs HANWAY and MizRop, We congratulate you and ourfelves on this happy 
< coalition of parties and intereft, defiring that all difputes and animofitics may be 
‘¢ for ever buried in oblivion. 


«© We hope a firm and hearty friendfhip will animate your endeavours for the 
“ peneral good of the adventurers, affiyjng you that all our future confignments 
‘« fhall be made to you only. 

«© We are, &c.”’ 


Ir is remarkable, that the fame day on which the committee did me this favour, 
as appears from the date of the letter; Mr. etow. thought proper to feign a 
quarrel with me. The diftance of Guinan from LonpDoN, the jealoufy and difcon- 
tent of the RUSSIANS, and the intereft of private traders, defeated every refolution 
of the committee. This was the cafe alfo with regard to the propofed fettlement 
of their factory: I had no inclination to remain in fo wretched @ country, nor 
could I have been of any fervice to the company; for the moderation with which 
I conduéted myfelf towards mL Ton, and from whence the company had receivéd 
impreffions in my favor, had rendered me an object of jealoufy to the RUSSIANS. 
This appeared two months after this letter-was wrote, when the colleve of foreign 
affairs fent a memorial to the college of coinmerce in $7. PETERSBURG, In which 
it was ordered “© That the college of commerce do acquaint the merchants of the 
“¢ prohibition which is made folcly on account of the injurious conduct of ELTON 
< towards the RussIANS, and that the faid merchants fhall not fend any goods to 
“< either of their agents, ELTON Or HANWAY, for they fhall by no means be per- 


«< mitted to pafs through asTRACHAN.” 


Iw the interim the Russta company, anxious for the prefervation of their trade, 
wrote to Mr. r.ron as follows = 


“ Sir, Lonbon, october 26, 1744. 
. VY our friends and correfpondents having had fingular proofs of your 


capacity, and of your fteadinefs and induttry in promoting the CASPIAN 
“ trade through russra, are very fenfibly affected, as you may imagine, that any 
“ part of your conduct fhould give the leaft offence to her imperial majelty of 
*- gyssta, much more that the fteps you have been taking fhould procure an 
‘ abfolure prohibition of correfpondency with you, -We have ufed our utmoft 
“ endeavours to mitigate this refolution, but find, by the repeated memorials 
‘© delivered here and in Mosco, that there is no appearance of continuing this 
‘¢ trade, unlefs you leave persia. We flatter ourfelves, that in confideration of 
‘“< the neceffity we are under of obeying her imperial majefty, that you will facri- 
“¢ fice your private views to the public good, and, as foon as poffible, return to 
“ your native country. 


la 


“ Tie committee for the caspian trade, and all others who are interefted, pro- 

*s pofe, on your return tO ENGLAND, (0 fettle on you four hundred pounds per 
annum, to be Jevied on the PERSIAN trade; or to folicit an honourable em- 
‘ ** ployment 
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** ployment for you in the BriTrsH navy, in which laft we have a moral certainty 
‘ of fucceeding, whatever may be the fate of the trade; and we cannot doubt 
‘** of your preterring fuch a competency at home, to any advantages you can now 


4 &. 
expect, 
P “<< We are, &c. 


”~ 


Tats letter they inclofed to lord ryrawrry, his majefty’s embaffador in RUSSTA, 
defiring his good offices to prevent the deftructive confequences of Mr. ELTon’s 
conduct. Their letter is as follows. 


“© My orp, Lonpong october 26, 1744. 


¢ |S our Jaft letter we applied. to your lordfhip concerning our trade to PERSIA, 

and had the honor to reprefent, that we had at laft compaffed an union, and 
‘¢ refolved to have only.one houfe in Guinan. As ‘the court of russra perfifts in 
“© their refentments againft Mr. rLron, which involves our trade over the CASPIAN 
“in great dificulties, we therefore acquaint your lordfhip, that we are determined. 
“neither directly nor indirectly to make any confignment, or carry on any trade 
with ELTON, Of which we beg your lordhip will. acquaint that court, 


m 


,o 


‘© You are fenlible, my lord, that we have no coercive power over Mr.. ELTON, 
“* but we have all joined in a general: letter to him, reprefenting the inconveniences: 
‘* arifing ts our trade by his {tay in PERSrA; and, to induce him to return home,,. 
““ we have agreed to make him the offer of a handfome yearly penfion, with an 
“intent to preierve this trade, and to avoid giving any kind of offence. Her 
‘* imperial mayjefty’s minifters muft be convinced that this is all we can poffibly dos, 
“and with this we comply, from a fincere defire of removing the difpleafures of the 
“* RUSSIAN Court, 


Pe 


- 


** We are, my lord, &c.” 


In december following, lord ryvrawxey fent this letter to: Mr. ELTON, through: 
DAGISTAN into PERSIA, with another from himfelf, and alfo a paflport from the 
great chancellor count BestucHErF, that he might have fafe conduét through the 
RUSSIAN dominions. 


Mean while the ARMENIANS, who had treated our MescueEp fcheme as extravae. 
gant, now beheld our fuccefs with a jealous eye, and employed all the engines of 
fallehood and corruption to ruin our trade: they declared’ without referve, chat 
they would chearfully difburfe a large fum to difpof@fs us of it; but they made 
no doubt but we fhould do their bufinefs ourfelves, exulting in a perfuafion that 
the confequences of Mr. ErTon’s engagements in pERs1a, would be a means of 
utterly extinguifhing our commerce. 


© HA P; 
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Mr. evton’s anfwer to lord ryRaw uy, and alfo to the committee of the CASPIAN 


1 
as 


waders. Remarks on bis condutt and that of the Russian company, Thé author’: 
letter to JOHN ELTON on this occasion. 


MM‘ eLTon having received lord TYRAWLEY’s letter, made the following 
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reply. 


‘© My orp, Guttan, february 7, 1745. 
| EAD the honor to receive your lordfhip’s letter, dated the 7th of december 

laft; I have alfo the enclofed paffport for my fafe return through russia, 
and a letter from the, principal members of the Russran company, for all which: 
I beg leave to make your lordfhip my moft humble acknowledgments. 


‘¢¢ Your lordthip’s recommending my return tO GREAT -BRITAIN, mutt necef- 


farily have the greateft weight with me, though at the fame time | apprehend 
+ is not the intereft of thofe gentlemen who defire it as my own, that l fhould 
return. I am, my lord, under no engagements to the sHAu, but thofe of 
gratitude for the many favors his majefty has been pleated to counter on me ; and 
fuch, a man ‘of the leaft generofity can never forego. In about fix weeks 
expect to be called to his camp, when I fhall endeavour by all honorable means 
to difengage myfelf from his affairs ; but | muft be fo ingenuous as to confels 
I have little hopes to fucceed in this point, as 1 am too well aflured of the s#ran’s 
fteadinefs and refolution to accomplifh whatever he attempts. 


ce Were the merits of my conduct in persta impartially confidered, I humbly 
conceive that my fellow-fubjeéts ought to be blamed more than [, inafmucn as 
they do not reap the benefit of this branch’ of trade in its utmoft’extent; and 
that thofe mifchiefs attributed to me are very unjuftly laid to my charge. To 
this end I muft crave, my lord, that you will perute the“enclofed letters, which 
perhaps may give 4 different opinion of the caspian trade, from what your 
lordfhip feems at prefent to entertain of it, I mutt humbly refer your lordfhip 


for my ultimate refolve, in regard to my return, until I arrive at the camp, and 
know the sHan’s pleafure therein. > 


‘Tam, my lord, &c. 


J. evron to the committee for the-c ASPIAN: traders. 


SIRS, GuHILAN, february 7, 1744-5. 


HLIAVE been acquainted with your refolutions of auguft aft, and received | 


copies of your letters to the right honourable the lord caRTERET and lord 
TYRAWLEY in my behalf. 


“s+ THE 
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e¢ * 3 , Ps 
MO ei fculties I met with here when I arrived latt from RUSSIA, and my zeal 
meafures as the only | of ed eee necelitated me to give into the HAUS 

means to obtain his majefty’s f cing tl 

{ avor, being then 
The ones that without it, our affairs mutt have been inevitabl, mained 
againt SPS. powever vnforefeen the confeqtience, raifed very powerful enemies 

> Lay, however unforefeen, for it nev _ 
re evel ! ’ hever entered my mind . 
ae icing a few mips of urthen for the sHaH, could give umbrage to ‘orem 
ren as her imperial majefty of russ ~. ; 

, : ) fA; Or that the end : 
EH) | ? Ccavours 
inignificant D perion as myfelf, could be ever thought worthy the notice of hee 
majek s _ Dees not our fovercign permiy his fubjects to ferve her imperial! 
volerat. en sola? oth by land and fea? and does not the treaty of commerce 
iciences ? y C In "near ae BY Does CREAT BRITAIN to. learn ants and 

. c Never neard th { any powers of the . 

oe wwe POWCKS OF the North were offended: 

umbrage at our indulgences to the RUSSIAN. nation, ~~ Wars offended, oF took 


‘* Ir is objected, that as our trade is carried | it is in 
popena. majelty’s power to flop or incommode it Whenever thinks ro ne 
i he eee neppens then what does a treaty of commerce, of indeed 
an eaty avail, if the endeavour of a fingle fubjet (even if his purfui 
cre contrary to the laws of his own country) can deftroy the right t whole 


nation has to the benefit of -duch a iveaty.?. You have given up publickly to his 


aw, 





mott powerful enemies, to’whom he hever cave sah fit 
ne pe VOM Ne gave jult fubje& of 6. 
you nave been pleafed to think has deferved wel of you, ond whe m on crfon 
defcend to acknowledge may yet be of no fmall advantage to the Pe sd 
vancements of your affairs. What can be-defired more from vou, wh “in 
is ach chat if ‘h ar beeen The freedom, God be thanked, of our nation 
AMSas Bhat ner ludjects tranfgrefs not their own laws b b : . 
oe ies ney have poring to fear, even from their own fovereies vmuck 
. ter Monarch On earth: and it may be pref d wi 
protected in the joft rights they were born to housh thole zeke ee Ml be 
. : eee aie ~) ; though thofe ri 
inconceivable to a man bred a flave, as colours toa perfon born Clin mY bial 
. ky 


Sirs, i u ta be : 
s 1€ Concerns you to be as anxious. at leaft, to eftablith your intereft with that 


monarch in whofe country your princi : : 
your principal {Cene of a¢ ree a, 
who gives you accefs to it™ pm pa ction lies, as with the prince 


‘‘ Tr ‘is true, your cafe is critically A : 

, ally circumftanced ; you ate to oain the: ; 
of ane Sian by the very means that muft deprive you of the favor Of her 
or vor , male y: however, I do not queftion but all this may by -fome means 
Fis wale of pote gh 8 

i ISH (rade through Russia, is what I 4] 
ane mot a carn ere I may nave been miftaken in my ante 
eu 3 Qut 1 am very far from bei ; | 
miftaken ; therefore, gentlemen, if you fhould ha ppen O bene : “fee 


** opinion, 


ful in Persia ich 7 
ta, Which are too 4 infe : oe 
chap. IX.” tedious to irifert, particularly as they are contained in the memorial 

P 


Vou, I, R r 
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‘© opinion, the greater Gill mutt be my misfortune I have the trueft fenfe of 
‘s obligation to you, but if nothing except my ‘mmediate return can continue me 
‘in your favor and efteem, I beg you will not lofe one fingle thought upon me. 


“ Tam, &c.” 


Besipes thefe two letters, he wrote a very long vindication of himfelf, not witi- 
out many fhrewd eemarks, but very inconclufive. Whether Mr. ELTON was i 
perfuaced that the building fhips on the CASPIAN for the ufe of the PERSIANS, 
would be attended with inconveniences to the RUSSIANS, is. what I cannot deter- 
mine; but this feems to be certain, that we might have rraded without fuch a pro- 
cet 5 and it appeared quite agreeable to reafon, chat unlefs we could convey our 
merchandize through the RUSSIAN empire with the good will of that nation, there 
could be no conveyance at all. The nature of a trade through a foreign dominion, 
fuch as RUSSIA and TARTARY, mutt be fo conitituted, that whenever it 1s not 
relifhed by the inhabitants, it is liable to be ruined by many fecret means, againit 
which no fanction of national compaét can provide. The russians. had long 
enjoyed the fovereignty of the CASPIAN, and it. was. not to be imagined. they 
would be idle fpectators, if the PERSIANS claimed any: fliare of ‘it, muchidefs that 
they would expofe themielves to the confequences of a PERSIAN power, which 
might affect the fecurity of their frontier, as well as their commercial affairs. . 


Tyo’ Napir’s predominant paffion was that of military glory, yet he was not 
ignorant of the advantages of commerce 3 2 pradent conduct would therefore have 
procured us a fuficient degree of his favor. As fubjeéts of a foreign prince with 
whom he was in friendfhip, and as merchants, by whom his revenues received a 
confiderable increafe, he could not but fhow us a proper regard. This was the jenie 
of the matter, and fo evident, that neither the ambaflador nor. the RUSSIA company 
thought it would anfwer any purpole to contradict. Mr. Ex'ron’s reafonings: how- 
ever I refolved to write to him-once more, in my own name, jn remembrance of 
our former acquaintance, and alfo an account of the effects he yet had in his hanus, 
not to mention the civility he was entitled to for opening this branch of commerce. 
Perhaps his firlt miftake was an error in judgment, for it can hardly be conceived 
that his intention was [0 deftroy this snfant trade, of which he had been in fo eminent 
a degree the parent. With the confent therefore and approbation of his majefty’s 
embaflador, { wrote to him as follows. 


sé Mr. JOHN ELTONs 


« Sir, | Sr, PETERSBURG, april 30, 1745. 


et G' NCE I left asTRACHAN In november laft, I have not wrote to you, CF 
would 1 trouble you now were I not actuated with a fincere defire of promot- 

« ing your intereft together with that of the trade. I cannot but confider it as 4 
+s misfortune, that it ever was imagined the government of this country could be 
s¢ unconcerned, with regard to the [enterprize ‘in which you are engaged. You 
: ‘© declare 
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** declare that your on] y intent was to obtain protection for our trade; the mer- 
* chants for forme time confidered it in this light; nor ought we now.to be further 
“* accountable than to ufe our endeavours to remove the occafion of the offence. 
** You cannot be infenfible that the BRITISH miniftry, as well as the Russia com- 
“| pany, are entirely dilpoted to thew a due regard to the inclinations of the nussran 
** court,: there needs no argument to prove the impoffibility of carrying on the 
** trade in oppofition to it 3.and every government will Judge for ittlf. 


<THE only way to Convince the company of the Integrity of your intentions, 
— os to endeavour by all poffible means to remove the occafion of offence: and 
“* this cannot be done effectually without your leaving persia, The merchants 
“ have made you an offer, for the particulars-of which I refer you to their own 
** Jetter: the ftrongeft aflurances. have Deen... given: by the miniftry here to his 
“¢ majefty’s embaflador, for the. fecurity of your perfon in return; 


** country ; and nothing feems to be wanting but your hearty concurrence to the 
<< eftablifhment of. our trade. On the Other hand, fhould thefe motives. prove 
“* ineffectual, through any femptation you may have in PERSIA, it wiil be as hard 
** to perfuade the caspian traders that you intend them any good, as it will be ealy 
© to imagine in what lighe you muit be contidered. a oo 


hh. 
£ 


— 


‘* My lord uynprorp often exprefies a great folicitade for your retu ri; he has 
“* entertained fuch ana ito S your capacity, that he would gladly recommend 
** you to the king, ‘as a very fit perfon to go in fearch of the north-weft paflage, 
“* the parliament having lately refolved to give a very confiderable premium to the 
"* firft difcoverer. If this argument has no weight, there are many other reafons 
* of the greateft force, which ought to engage every good fu byect to put-a {top to. 
“ this growing: evil, and reconcile us to the RUSSIANS: and can you, who have 


: r- 


** acquired 
“ oood? 


oo 


40 much reputation, refufe to facrifice a private paffion to the public 


a 
me 


“‘ In all countries there will be. people of different opinions; but, if what J obferve 
“Sas right, thofe who are-at the helin of the RUSSIAN government, and whofe 
“ judgment alonc is of much wéight in this matter, think that our trade may be- 
“ come advantageous to RUSSIA, aS the antient courfe of jt through rurKey will 
“* be diverted, and the profit removed hither, by the duty and charges to and from 
"“ PERSIA. You may be affured however, that no advantages are efteemed an 
~ equivalent for the alarms which are given by the undertaking in queftion, fhouid 
at be purfued., oe, | 


“ We flattered ourfelyes that our trade would not be expofed to any fevere 
** refentment, for an accident which js foreign to it, and remote from the inten- 
“ tions of the merchants ; but this in fact is not. the cafe . you muff leave persia, | 
“* or our trade is undone. And what will your ftay in that country avail? You | 
" will foon be fenfible of the impoffibility of puriuing this enterprize with any 
** fuccefs, for the many reaions I have often mentioned to you, which are now 
too tedious to enumerate. | will take no other notice of myfelf than that 
| Ror 2 “* hav 


£ 


rm 
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“¢ have been perfecuted in confequence of your miftaken jealoufy and unprovoked 
‘© refentments; but I can forgive. I heartily wifh that all may be well again, 
“ andam, Sir, &c.” | 





CHAP. LAVIU, 


The caspran trade obftrufted on Mr. ELTON’S account. Memorial on this fubjed to 
the BRLTISH conful af ST. PETERSBURG, 7” conjequcnce of the grievances complained 
of by the pritisu fafors in persta. NADIR SHAH’S decree detaining J, ELTON. 
The sHau fends a commiffary into Russia with a cargo of raw filk. The BRITISH 
foips are fold to RUSSIAN merchants, 





R. en.Ton, I prefume,. was not fo blinded by his prejudices, but he acknow- 
_ ledged in his own breaft, that my letter’ contained the true {tate of the 
cafe, at leaft with regard to him ; but it is. probable he was too. deeply engaged to 
leave his mafter ; or had private reafons why he did not chufeto.return to ENGLAND,,. 
unlefs fome very good provifion had been made for him, and fecured in the moft 
fatistactory manner. He was now in a country where no amufements could call. 
him off, and though he had to ftruggle with great difficulties in the purfuit of his. 
undertaking, his genius and induftry were equal to them :. the fear of being baffled. 
and rendered an object of contempt on one fide; and on the other, the hope of. 
acquiring honor as well as profit by his fuccefs, were very {trong motives to action ; 
but thefe were yet {trengthened by his refentment of the perfecution, which he na- 
turally fuproled would be carried on againft him on the part of the Russraw court. 
Thus the fame incentive which ftimulated his endeavours to promote the sHAn’s. 
defigns, encreafed the odium of the auss1ans-again{ft him, which they demonttra- 
ted in repeated inftances deftructive of our casPran. trade. —- 


As neither the merchants in tonpDon,. nor the factors in ST. PETERSBURG,, 
chought themfelves in ftrict juftice accountable for what napiR, or his fervant 
eitoNn, fhould think proper to employ themfelves about, it was but natural they 
mould ftruggle hard to preferve their trade: they had already fuffered a detention. 
of their effects in ASTRACHAN, and many indignities from. the gaussian conful in. 
GHILAN 3 this at length produced the following memorial, which the Bririsy: 
fa@tors in ST. PETERSBURG addreffed te his mayefty’s conful in that city in the 
iummer this year’. 


‘To JacoB WOLFF, efquire, his BReTANNIC majelty’s conful at-sT. PETERSBURG. 


SIR, 
“ HE sririsn trade through thisempire to persia having. received. great 
a marks of attention from the russ1an as well as the BRITISH gpovern- 
‘© ment, we hope the difficulties it now labours under will allo merit a particular 


© regard. 
* 3745, 
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regard. fer imperial mayjefty’s father, of immortal memory, often propofed 
and recommended this trade to the ENGLISH merchants; and it is now apreed to 
by a folemn national compact. The saitisa legiflature thought it worthy their 
encouragement; and in confequence of a powerful and expenfive folicitation, an 
act of parliament was obtained in our favor, the good effects of which we 


‘expect to be preferved to us, 


‘Tue minifters of her imperial majefty cannot be infenfible of the great 
importance of the Brivis trade to the fubjects of this empire, and it is upon. 
this account, we prefume, that the protection of russia is promifed to us, as 
to the moft favoured of all the nations in friendthip with this government. We 
are not only the fubjects of a prince in. perfect amity with her imperial majetty,. 
but from a regard to our own particular interefts, and even from inclination, we 
have a concern for her happinefs and. glory: hence we are the more affected with 
the treatment we have received from the Russran conful in Guinan, efpecially 
as we have given. all poflible proof of the fincerity of our defites to remove 
every object of offence. | 


“© ‘We cannot indeed conceive that the russian conful is authorized to diftrefs 
us; but under a pretence of zeal for the fervice of his own country, he has 
endeavoured to render our trade and factors odious, the better to carry his own 
point: this can be no other than.to give our fhare of the trade into the hands. 
of the armMentans, becaufe he makes exactions on them with Impunity ; 
efpecially with regard to the fhipping in GHiLan, over which he affomes {o 
deltructive an authority. His taking away captain gLaiR’s crew, at a time when 
the nrivisH fhip ELIZABETH was in the extreamett diftrefs ; his writing to his 


* court that this fhip was fold to the sHan; his mifreprefentations of the conduét. 


of every private BRITISH factor in GHILAN ; his taking the advantage of ELTON’s 


‘ enterprize, to infinuate as if all the pritisu fubjects were plotting againft the 


RUSSIAN government; his arrefting an ARMENIAN, who is our factor’s head- 
fervant and broker, a perfon of worth and fobricty; his beating him cruelly, 
and preventing the execution of his maiter’s bufinefs; are all inconteftible proofs 
of his intentions to facrifice our trade to his private views. “Therefore, Sir, we 
beg that either he may be recalled from cuitan, or ordered, in the mott fegious 
manner, to conduct. himfelf towards the BRirisn factors in pERsta, ag to perfdhs 
intitled to all poffible protection and regard. If neither of thefe can be’obtained 
we fee no profpect of preferving our trade, nor any method of wpreventing its 
being wreftea from us very foon, iehas eS 
‘© Tue merchants of astRacuan have as many fhips as can find employ; we 
only defire the liberty of a free agreement for thé-freight of our goods, that 
our trade may not be obffructed by the russian conful upon any frivolous pre- 
tence. As our fhips on the caspian were built by imperial authority, and the 
ule of them is no longer continued to us*, we defire that the government will pay 
to their owners the charge of building and fitting them out, agreeably to "the 
** repeated 


* This was thought an expedient to reconcile thefe differences. 


Vr 
f 


ato, REMONSTR ANCES.,IN RELATION. Pant V. 
= repeated declarations made by KNEZ SHERBATOVE, her imperial majefty’s mim- 
“es der at the BRirisH court. Moreover, as no bufinefs can be carried on without 
‘““,correfpondence, we defire that che faid conful be ordered to deliver -our letters 
ss regularly ; for we write about our own affairs, and have no manner of. concern 
“with Mr. gLTeN’s projecis. OO | - . 

‘© We are further refolved to do our utmoft to promote the moft perfect 

“¢ -underftanding with the officers and fubjects of her imperial majefty, both in 
- asrracHan and in pzrsia; in confequence hereof our principals in LONDON | 
& have lately fent over, through this country, two perfons of good conduct*, 
« who are amply inftracted to avoid all thefe unhappy differences. But give us . 
‘leave, Sir, azain to repeat that it is abfolutely impotfible to prevent thefe pam-_ 
** ful contentions, and the total diffolution of our trade, whit Mr. BAKOONIN, . 
‘© or any russian conful who may fucceed him, is fo very much indifpofed to live 
*¢ in harmony with us, .If there is any particular circumftance in which our 
“66 faétors are deficient, we defire you will acquaint us, or give them inftractions 
* yourfelf,; and ic would be a great means of reconciling all difficulties, coud, 
“¢ they be informed what orders are given concerning them, that they be not 


_ ignorant of any thing which can contribute to the eftablifhment and fupport of 
“6 a perfect underftanding, -  . _ We are, &c. - 


 ” Bur our trade was devoted to ruin, and no remonttrance whatfoever could make 
any impreffion on the Russian miniftry. © Though our complaints were founded 
‘upon very {trong evidence of the frequent ‘infolences and the moft wanton indig-. 
nites offered us by the Russtan conful in GHILAN 5 yet we could obtain no fatis- 
faction: they were indeed tacitly acknowledged, but at the fame time we were 
continually reproached with Mr. ELToN’s proceedings in PERSIA, which was in 
‘effet to undeccive us with regard to the fupport of our commerce, on any other, 
terms than his removal. ‘The russ1aw miniftry faw we could not make any im- 
preffion upon ELTON ; his remaining in that country was at length determined, as 
the reader will judge from wapIR sHAnH’s decree, of which ELTON himfelf fenc us a 
ranflation, viz, °° - 0 os : 7 
it: ok SB se - | on 
‘¢ BY merits of the almighty God out commands are ever obeyed. The 
“© “ propereft of the chriftians, GeMaL Bec’, commiffioner of our royal navy 
on the caspran feay~is by our imperial and moft gracious favour exaited, and 
given to KNOW}; that his petition with regard to his finifhing one large fhip, 
and defiring leave to go with fuch fhip to asTRACHAN; and concerning feveral 
-. - other points; 1s come to our moft jacred prefence, and the meaning thereof 
“ underftood. But as our imperial defign is to call the propereft of the chriftians 
“| at new year°to our victorious ftirrup, and to fettle our naval affairs on a 


right 


"te. 
t¢ 


“ht. 


.@ Mr. CHARLES THOMPSON and Mr. @. PRESTON. " 


» GemaL BEG is a Aattering appellation, fignifying the Jord of beauty, or, as we may tranflate xt, “ the 
‘knight of the good countenance,” which NADIR gave ELTON ; for nec feems to: be more properly a - 
title anfwering to our knights. | | 

© 'The beginning of the year which he alludes to, according to the PERSIANS, is the vernal equinox, 
vor 1oth of march. | ee oe : | 


“ 


' ,’ 
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“ right foundation. Therefore the Propereft of the -chriftians muft defer 
‘“ going to asTRacHaN himfelf, but fend fuch failors as he has with him. 
‘“*“ who underftand navigation, to take care of the fhip to that port; and the 
“ propereft of the chriftians muft remain where he is, and finith the other 
“* thips ordered, give full direétions concerning them, and not, exclude: himéelf : 
* but, on the contrary, make the beauty of his fervice appear in the prefence of: 
“ our univertal glory ; taking this as a command, and to remain in his duty, 


* 


Ca 


“* Dated the 26th of the moon.sHewAL, 11 58 +,” 


Tue conclufion of this decree feems to be very definitive, though it is the ordinary- 
file in fuch cafes. It is not in the leatt furprifing that Napir made a favorite: 
point of his” maritime defigns ; his. exactions, had. difabled his people from contri-. 
buting to. the fupport of his aera sand chad alo the pernicious confequences of 
putting an entire ftop to trade.” “But his inclination. to war being not -leffened by 
the neceffity of ufing “his mp1an treafure, while his. avarice encreafed beyond all 
conception, he determined to turn merchant himéelf’- by the intimation given in 
the decree, he expected one of his own veflels would be ready to tranfport his firtt 
adventure to ASTRACHAN; but in this he was miftaken, for none of the vefiels 
which ELTON completed for him, -ever came farther than DERBEND,. and that only 
for one or two voyages. 7 . _— | 





THE snau had ordered “a: capitalof” one hundred thoufand crowns to be employed: 
“2 trade under the careof HAHDCGEE SEFFIE, the cuftomer of REesHp, a man of 
cood reputation: he ordered him to lay out half the capical.in raw filk and prr- 
SIAN manufactures, to be immediately tranfported into Russia; and there to be 
told for his account, or-to be carried. from thence to any other part of ruROPE;* as 
this commiffary fhould think moft for his.intereft.. The Hanpcere was accordingly 
fent over in a RussIaN vefiel to ASTRACHAN, with two hundred bales of raw filk. 


A ROYAL merthant who-.might blend. polities with commerce, could not eafily 
procure a favourable reception in russia: the defign in itfelf was not lefs ungrate- 
ful to the nussrans than that of -siron’s building of fhips. It is not improbab's | 
that a man.of. NADIR’s genius. had-fonie- regard, in.a project of: ‘this fort, to. the 

intelligence which he might procute of what was paling ur euRops,; efpecially 
‘concerning the TuRKs, the entire cénqueft-of whom he had-often meditated. As 
a merchant, however, he declared his expectations of a return of” fimty per. cent. per 
annum, which, ‘confidering NADIR’S ufual condué, was; no. great encouragement to 
his agent, ever. to make him any RETURN AT’ALL. - _ : 





Tue Russtans and perstans are by treaty anutually exempt from paying cuftoms, 
but as in Gaitaw the sHau received the duty of filk of the peafants, and confequent; 
ly the Russians paid it in the price given for that commodity, fo in RUSSIA NO one 
was permitted to buy persian filk without paying the duty upon exportation; and 
thus the intention of favouring each other was:on both fides defeated : bug had the 
PERSIAN. Commiffary thought it proper, or could have obtained a paffage through 

: : 7 RUSSIA 


* November the igth, 1745. 
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‘pusstA into any other partof europe, he would have faved the tranfit duty to ‘his 
matter, as the Russians fave the duty of their imports into PERSIA. ee 

To return to our own affairs: it was ftill impoffible for the BRITISH factors in 
cHILAN to conduct themfelves in fuch a manner, but the rossran*conf{ul in that 
province found fomething to object to; in particular that they were too much .in 

the PERSIAN intereft, and interfered with the Russtan merchants, whofe greateit 
profits arofe from fhipping. The memorial recited in the laft chapter, mentions 
cour acquiefcence in giving up what we could not keep, viz. the two sritiss ships — 
on the caspran fea: at the requeft of the court of sT. PETERSBURG, thefe fhips 

. were at length fold to RUSSIAN merchants at ASTRACHAN, and from that time 

navigated under the RUSSIAN flag. Thus ended the fhort-lived BRITISH Navigation 

on the CASPIAN fea: whereby a deep wound was given to this trade, already in an 
expiring condition. The RUSSIANS, however, benefited by our lofs, received 
no {mall advantage from the models we left them, and by learning of us in thofe 
parts, as they had before dome in ST. PETERSBURG, the ufe of the beft. materials 
tor fhip building, Se | nn : 





= 


 Antient trade to TURKEY. | Several fattories eftablifbed in that count?y, Manafactories 

in LANGUEDOC. The enterprifing genius of the FRENCH, and the amount of their 

“LEVANT @rade in 1720. Defence of the TURKEY company. Remarks on the filxs 
imported from the CASPIAN, and alfo on bullion. a 


HILST the russra company was endeavouring to eftablifh their trade, 

. / ur commerce to the LEVANT was much the fubjeét of debate; and though 

‘not in fo dangerous 4 fituation as the CASPIAN Commerce, yet it laneuifhed with 

a very fenfible decay. “he connexion it has with the caspian trade; and the 
“utility which,a memorial of what then paft, may have in regard to any future inqul- 
ries, will, I hope, bean excufe for thisdigrefion. § ©: ne 


_" ,. Our trade to TURKEY firft began to flourifh in queen ELIZABETH’S reign, when it 
‘vas catried on moftly by bullion. King JAMES I. eftablifhed a company by charter, 
and CHARLES IJ. confirmed it: but it was no earlier than the reign of the fatter 
that we introduced our woollen manufactures into TURKEY in any confiderable 
quantity, and of thele our kerfeys were then the chief part; however, we have 
now a treaty of commerce fubfitting with the PorT, and by means of our TURKEY 
company have fupported ourfelves in that trade for a feries of years, much to 
the advantage of the nation. The factories eftablifhed in TURKEY are al SMYRNA, 
ALEPPO, CONSTANTINOPLE, and. CAIRO: at all thefe places the rrencw are fettled 
alfo; they import cloth and AMERICAN eoods, in exchange of which they take 
wool, corn, oil, raw filk and other rich commodities; they have likewife feveral 

_ Be , _ : other 
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other fettlements, by which they increafe their influence jn TURKEY, — Tt was not 
however till the reign of LEwrs XIV. that they made any fhining heure in this 
trade, The firft introduction of the Fp ENCH into the Levan? trade was attended 
with very favourable circumftances to that Nation; for the TURKS, ‘in hopes of 
obtaining their affiftance again{t the emperor CHARLES V. fhewed them a very 
diftin guilhed regard, | 7 ) | | | 

UNDER cewis XIV. Mr. COLBERT eftablithed fabrics of cloth in LANGUEDOC, 


and obtained great fupport and encouragement for the manufacturers : by this he 
“Propofed not only to promote the commerce Of FRANCE, but 1 cater into politica] 


fchemes with the rurxs. The rrencn, in -order to fhew their fuperior power 


and grandeur, fent a large fleet of fhips of war to CONSTANTINOPLE ;' a thing 
which has been fince practifed by rrance, though not with equal fuccefs. Sg 


induftrious is that nation to try all poffible expedients to promote her Intereft, and 


from the pride of military glory, to direct her aims to the increafe of her riches - 
by commerce: I remember when I was a factor at rispon about the year 1740, 
Mr. CHAVIGNIE came as embaffador from the court of FRancE to the King of 
PORTUGAL, and as we then Imagined, chiefly with a view to commerce, The 
PORTUGUESE thought it was highly inconfiftent with the dignity of his character | 
as an embaffador, to bring patterns of woollen Soods, and produce them pholicly” 
at court; but he was of a different opinion, and probably was not without hopes 
of fupplanting us. Soon after his arrival, feveral FRencu fhips and floops of war 
anchored in the FAGUS, the officers of which, even to the fubalterns, were condu¢ted 
in proceffion to court; a fight which was extremely ridiculous to the PORTUGUESE, 
who are no {trangers to the fuperior maritime power of GREar Britain, But 
what gave them the wortt impreffion of this effort of SRANCE, was the attempt of . 


introducing clandeftinely a confiderable quantity of. rrency linens, which were 
brought, and part of them fecretly landed, -by thofe very thips of War, 


In regard to Mr. conzert’s fcheme of eftablifhing the rreney commerce in 
TURKEY, the reader will obferve by the papers already quoted *, and delivered to 
our miniftry in june 1739, what great encouragement was given to the manufactories 
eltablifhed in LANGUEDOC, and fince extended to PROVENCE, Before this time the 
UNITED PROVINCES had a confiderable trade to TURKEY; but it is now declined 
and in fome places does not entertain near the number of factors as they had formerly, 


in 1720, when the plague broke out at MARSEILLES, FRANCE imported into Tun. 


KEY 500,000], value, 


a . 


Of which in cloth about - ~ ee 240,000 _ 
In cutlery and other fmal! goods - - 2 2 LL “- = 40,000 - = 
ndigo + - ee 50,000 - 
Sugar + s+ oe a 20,000... 
Cole  - 2 2 rr a 15,000 3% ° | 

And the ballance in filver ~ - ee "TE gg.009 | 


* Page 39, &c. | 
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‘Tr is to be obferved here, that the FRENCH have the permiffion of fending the pro- 
- duce of theirAMERICAN colonies direétly to TURKEY ; and the firuationof MARSEILLES, 
‘in regard to the LEVANT trade is certainly a great advantage, efpecially as that city 
enjoys an exclufive charter. Their cloths are fpungy, but they are thin, light, and 
- fott, and adapted to the tafte of the TURKS: as their manufactories are under good 
-segulation, they fupport the quality, and by this means prevent the diminution of 
- the price; and as there is an account given of the merchants and their effects, no one | 
‘s fuffered to fell more than a proportion of the ftock he pofflefies ; fo that they feem 
here to employ their arbitrary power to an advantageous purpofe. | Immediately after 
rhe conclufion of queen ANNE'S war, the FRENCH crouded to TURKEY with a pro- 
fuGion of cloth and other goods, by which means many of the principal merchants of 
MARSEILLES WEre ruined; for the market being extremely elutted, returns could not . 
be made them in time to anfwer the demands on them for payment. As a fcarcity 
— generally fucceeds a glut, this afforded us an opportunity of reviving our trade; and 
in the next five years, though we fent a confiderable quantity of filver, we annually 
exported eighteen thoufand cloths for turKEy. From 1718 our trade began . 
however to decline; and by the year 17205 FRANCE augmented her export, to the: 
degree abovementioned. _ | oe 


 ‘Perer the GREAT having taken poffeffion of cuizan in 1722, the inhabitants: 
of that province neglected the cultivation of their raw filk, fo that our factors in 
~ purKey foon felt the effect of it; and this was another wound to our LEVANT 
trade. Befides the progrels of the: FRENCH, and the RUSSIANS feizing the filk 
provinces. of prRsiaA, further reafons.appeared for the decay of our TURKEY trade. 
"The coffee from EGYPT, which ufed to be a confiderable article, had of late years 
very much fziled, as it came cheaper from mocHa by our East INbDiIA. ships. 
. Rhubarb, which had alfo been at a much higher price than it is at prefent, a great 
part of which ufed to come by way of TURKEY, is now brought through the 
RUSSIAN dominions for account of that government, and generally fent to 
AMSTERDAM. ‘The price of taw Alk in. RUuROPS had: likewife declined for fome 
time*. Mohair was. an article-of fome nportance, being confumed in buttons, 
button-holes and eamblets: but, goats, of whofe hair this is made, fometimes rot 
as. our fheep: do, and this occafioned a diminution in the import, whilft our home 
confumption allo. decreafed by means of the new fafhion of metal buttoms. The 
buyers of mohair however complained aloud that this. commodity was imported 
only from TURKEY, and that the merchants.had. kept: it up to an-exorbitant price, 
importing only fix hundred bags for the {pace of fixteen months, and the packags 
of that very inferior. — 0 | 


eo! 


In regard to the sHERBAFF filk, which was bought by our fa&ers in GHILAN, 
and fent home through RUSSIA, it was found to be two fhillings in a pound better 
than the PERSIAN SHER BAFF imported from TURKEY: for the wafte of one is‘only 
ro per cent, and che other 20, the. latter being @ natural. confequence of. the 
frandulent package ufed by the ARMENIANS bo, a 


| 7 ae OW uTH 
, ~ . : - ‘ 7 , . on . . | * ) " ‘ , 
a. Brom rege it again advanced very confiderably. ‘ | & The nusstans feem to have as-littie 
regard in this particular, Ct, _ 
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— Wirk refpect to France; the duty in turxey called MESSATARIA, has been 
taken off in favor of that nation, which is 2+ dollar per bale of cloth, and ; x 
per cent. ad valorem on al] goods fold by weight: they alfo obtained a reduction 
of the cuftom, a bale of twenty cloths being charged at 30 dollars only, which was 
before at 40. Thefe Were very {trong reafons why the TurKEY trade was fo much 
‘declined, reafons which called aloud for all the relief that the Nature of the thing 
would poffibly admic: bur that fuch an unteftrained liberty of commerce as the 
complainants required, would have anfwered the end, and afforded that relief, wag 
very far from being a clear matter. | | _ 


Wirn regard to the carrying on the filk trade by bullion, the Parliament | 
thought it for the intereft of the nation to tie up the hands of the. RUSSIA compa- 
hy, in the purchaf of raw filk in perstra for gold or filver, or in exchatige for any 
Commodities except our manufactures. The RUSSIAN gBovernment was likewife fo 
far alarmed as to make it death CO export pold or filver through that country into 
the sHaH’s dominions. It often happens, however, when the demand for cloth in 
PERSIA 1s much fhort of the Value of the raw filk at market, this commodity is then 
obtainable Only for money. The rurxery company was very fenfible of this, and 
though their trade wag underftood to be cartied on by manufactories Only, yer 

they have often imported into rurKEy Great quantities of spanisy filver. Indeed 

f never could apprehend this to be injurious to the national intereft, more than the 

commerce which is carried on from hence to the “NITED PROVINCES and other 

countries, in the Bold and filver of foreign dominions. The national coin, I 

conceive, ought to be facred to us who have no mines of gold or Glver; but foreign 

coin or bullion js only a commodity, which may be advantefcoutl y exported in 

exchange for any material of a beneficial trade. An unwrought commodity 
manufactured at home, whilft it gives employment to our people, will produce 

gold and filver: for induflry is the true fource of riches: befides, trade feldom 

can be forced but to « great difadvantage, and perhaps in no country with more 

difficulty and lof than in Persia. Nor can the confumption of our Manutagtures 

be diminifhed by exporting: bullion, unlefs we fuppofe that where money 1s plenty, 

there will be lef; demand for Cloathing ; whereas experience proves the contrary : 

ind as to bartering cloth for fuk, it is not praifed in PERSIA $ but ready money 

being paid for fuch filk, the persray merchant will lay it out again in cloth, if 

he finds it beneficial, | When a market js Glutted, it is often better to fell even at 

a lofs, which may be always done where there is Money, and by this means make 

quick returns, than to fuffer goods to lay by any length of time: when a market is 

not gluted, .manufadures or merchandize are always fuppofed to be mott beneficial] 
to the private merchants, and confequently the import of them preferred to gold or 
filver: but if at any certain time there Gs abfolutely no demand for our goods, 

’s it beneficial to 4 Aation to prohibit the ufe of pold and filver in the purchafe 

of an Unwrought commodity, the manufactory of which brings an accumulation of 

Wealth @ 0 ta ee a 

We do in fa& feng out gold and filver to feveral countries in EUROBE", from 
whence we receive Only wrought commodities, or ufelefs ‘articles, But if * the 

- re { 2: SO prohibition 


* Hontanp and swepen Mm particular, and from HOLLAND We export filver to RUssia, which 
Cenititutes part of the ballance of our trade With that country. : . 
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prohibition of employing gold or filver is founded in reafon,. it- cannot operate 
-’ to the intent of the Iegiflature in particular cafes. It does. not, TP think, teem 
“ applicable to the TURKEY nor to the INDIAN trade 5 nor will it I conceive be to thas 
of persia, if ever we eftablith ourfelves again in the northern provinces. of thar 
‘country. _ | a a | 
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_ Biiguivies concerning the vrv aXe trade if’ W744.’ The great ‘advantage of ib. "The 


-. “tmportance of our woollen manufaciures, Lurther reajons for the decay of the inv ANT 
. bvade. The interpofition of the crown neceffary, «- 


UR -rurxey trade was now fallen into fo fenfible a decay, that feverak 
perfons, particularly clothiers and packers, began to intereft themfelves 
deeply: Mr. Joun LopcE, an eminent packer, fhewed a patriot fpirit upon this 
- eccafion: and, in conjunétion. with feveral confiderable merchants, he efpoufed 
the caufe of the national intereft, as it appeared. to him, ‘with a becoming warmth, | 
The decay of this branch.of commerce was obvious, Hut the caufes of it were not 
 univerfally underftood, though it had been fo much canvafied not long befores*" 


|. Tue defire to vindicate our own acts. is natural-to us; and where privaté advantage 
_ and inclination interfere with the public intereft, the latter generally faffers.. The 
‘TURKEY company became fufpected of partiality, but the complainants. were fubject 
to the fame. imputation: ‘the latter urged that the conduct of that company was 
the only caufe of the decay in queftion, and that to make it entirely a free and 
open trade would be the beft'or only remedy to reftore: it... Upon enquiry into 
the citcumftances of. the nzvana traders, it was found that our annual imports 
of raw filk from. all countries, except rurKzy, for 2: years, viz. from the year: 
4720 to 1740 Inclufive, did not exceéd 170,000 great pounds of 24 ounces, of 
which was brought from the East rnp1gS8 about § 0) meee | 20,000 
From ITALY © | 0 -* ae i ae 30,000 
_ From sparn, and other places in the MEDITERRANEAN © |. = - 20,000. 

| But from Turkey only, including the three following years, viz. —- nn 
from 1720 to 1743, Of the fame weight, was yearly imported. — § 206,000 

~The importation however decreafed very faft. In five years, us 2. 7 4.) 
«from 1722 to 1726, the import from TURKEY was. I472,491 °° 
{mall pounds. of 146 ounces,’ which amounts. annually to. - 
- great. pounds 7° sO ee _ - : * 96,000. 
But in 1737 to 1741, it was 6595519: {mall pounds, which are «0 





-- 4 
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_* great pounds annually only. .. | — 88,336 
Mohair yarn imported from rurkey for the above 23 years, was: CO 


. Cotton 
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Cotton wool for 20 years, as above, from the year 1721 to. | ge ag 


+ 1740, yearly — 7 3303000 
Cotton yarn for the faid 20 years 9 ek cs ss 60,000 





‘Thus, at a moderate computation, wiz. filk at gs. the great pound, cotton 
wool at is. ¢otton yarn at 2s. and mohair ‘at 6. ‘deducling 43 per cent. for 
aluties, freight and charges, which. is alfo national profit, remains 236,470 I. 


‘There was alio a confiderable value in rhubarb, coffee, and other drugs, to make 
up the annual amount of our imports, - | | : 


ue value of our woollens exported to TURKEY, for the above twenty years, 
has been annually only 180,000 1. but to this fum we muft add tin, cochineal, 
and lead, exported by the company. From hence it. appears what confiderable 
advantages HAVE BEEN MADE by the LEVANT trade, and how much it is an object 
avorthy of the national prote@ion; for if by exporting 180,000]. for the moft 
part in our wrought wool, the fource from whence our tiches are chiefly derived, 
we could have returns in unwrought commoditiys annually to the value of — 
236,4701. "how many thoufands of the induftricds and moft deferving par of 
this nation would not fuch a trade employ in a feries. of years; and what an 
accumulation of wealth would it not produce! This confideration fhould awaken. 
‘all our care, to adapt eur’ cloth to the tafte of the rurKs, and indeed of every» 
nation; and to be affiduous not only to preferve the trade we already podffefs, 
but alio to extend it, at the fame time as we guard againft the confequences. 
of the induftry and applicationof the rrencu, who are already come in for fo large 


* 


afhare of thiscommerce.- 


_ Tue ftate in which feveral other nations have lived for fome ages, feems to have 
foothed us into. a notion that things will always remain in the fame condition : 
this lulls us into a fecurity with regard to their commercial enterprizes, and is the. 
eccafion of our reluctance to believe any thing to. their advantage. _ Can there be a 

greater proof of the rapidity with which a manufaGture makes its progrefs, when 
encouraged by a powerful prince, than is met with in FRANCE ? In the year 1700 
there were only three thoufand pieces of cloths made in LANGUEDOC; but in 1740, 
the fame province manufactured eighty thoufand pieces. It is very clear, from the. 
great progrels of the FRENcH, that although GREAT Britain abounds moft in 
materials, fkill and induftry can bring othes nations to rival, and in fome initances 
even to excel us, at fome nvarkets. : Oe os . 


Ir is true, that the long and_ bet fort of wool was for fome time full a guinea: 
per tod of 29. lbs. which is above 20 per cent. more than the common price. 
The demand for our woollen manufactures both for asa and AMERICA, as well 
as in the feveral markets. of EUROPE, has been allo. very preatof late years, and.” 

Ce : ne \ probably 


_ 


32 Raw AMERICAN cotton is at zo... mohair from Turkey, according to the quality, ise from 
as. 6d. to1zs. the pound. — _ 3 a | 
fy,” Here we calculate at large, and only in a national light; fetting the coflee and drugs againit the . 

um, cochineal, and lead, a oe 3 

- * 4 


1 


a1§ THE GREAT ADVANTAGES — Part ¥* 
probably will in fome meafure continue the fame; however, every flow mutt 
naturally have its ebb, as the fame experience evinces*, We ought not by any 
means to think we are in no danger whilft our obfervation proves what other 
‘frations are able to perform. If our very fuccefs argues the great importance of | 
preferving our manufactures, it is deeply incumbent upon us to keep the manu-_ 
facturers to a juft ftandard: in this the intereft of gentlemen who have large, pafture 
jands is intimately concerned, as well as that of the trader, and indeed of the whole 
nation ; we ought therefore to be watchful, not only to afford thefe manufactures on 
eafy terms, but to improve and adapt them to every tafte: and upon this point, 
next to the materials, the conteft will chiefly reft. The peculiar advantages which 
fome nations enjoy, can hardly ever be forfeited without their own faults: we have 
feen the complaint of the Levant traders, with regard to their cloth; the fame 
complaint would have exifted in the caspran trade, had it continued ; and it cannot: 
be intirely from the connexion there is between the FRENCH and the POLANDERS, 
- ¢hat the latter take of us only coarfe cloths : FRANCE and AIX LA CHAPELLE annually 
furnith them with 100,000 |. value in cloth, which is inferior to ours in fubftance- 
and duration, but its foftnefs, colour, and lightnefs give it a preference in their 
efteem. We are every day making new fabrics, and thew great art and fertility 
of invention in articles of lefs moment. No nation can make fuch excellent cloth 
as this; why we do not employ our {kill and induftry to accommodate every 
tafte, and to come in fora fhare at every market; -whilft our natural advantages 
fecure fome to us intirely, is what I do not comprehend, unlefs we are glutted with 
giches. my . . Lo | . ; ey Loe ” 
Tue complaints already mentioned prove how inconfiderate our clothiers are, 
who, from a prefumption of being fure of a demand, regard only the prefent 
moment; and we generally find the quality of goods is inferior, in’ proportion as 
the demand is large: the Confequence is, that when the demand flackens, the 
ynanufacturer cannot be eafily brought back to his proper ftandard of work. 
Another matter of complaint is, that the exceffés to which our common people are 
addigted, shave increafed the price of their labour beyond the due proportion of 
the value of provifions; fo that the clothier ts tempted to increafe his quantity 
_- rather than improve the quality of his goods. Thefe evils, though difficult to cure, 
are certainly not irremediable ,; but the attention of the merchant, in conjunction 
with the legiflature, may, in.a great meafure, prevent the pernicious confequences.’ 


“As the world grows more enlightened, every country will make efforts to be 
independent: the confequence mutt be, that the nation whofe luxury at heme 
-aifes the value of all its productions moft, will have the leaft foreign trade; and if 
at the fame time it makes a great confumption of foreign productions, it will certainly 
decline into poverty. If we learnt the art of parfimony in any tolerable degree, we 
fhould fight our neighbours with a two-edged {word. an a — 


_ | Ir may be juftly confidered as one argument of the great opulency of this nation, 
that many artificers, mechanics, and even perfons ot laborious profeifions, have 


by 


3 In 1732, coarfe woollens are fallen in price near 20 per cent. 
t : | . 
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by their induftry acquired great fortunes, and live in fplendour; this ig hardly to 
be found in any other nation. FRawnce,, which is our great Competitor, can hardly 
produce an inftance of a dyer, packer, or other mechanic employed in preparin 

“and. finifhing manufactories, who is arrived to fuch a condition of life. [he 
duxury in France does not appear to have yet reached to near the height as it is 
in. ENGLAND, among the middling or laborious orders of the people; and whilft 
they can procure the neceffary parts of labour much cheaper than we do, they muft 
confequently have the advantage over us. But it is time to put an end to this 
digteffion, and to return more immediately to the rurKeEy trade, | | 


_Wuat paffed in the year 1718 *, is a convincing proof that the company fell inte 
~miftakes, through an impatient defire of private gain, injurious to the national] 
intereft ; nor is it fo much to be wondered at as lamented ; but it did not follow: 
that the trade could, in the nature of things, be made free and open; On the 
contrary, there were feveral reafons for the decay of the FuRKEY trade, foreion 
to the exclufive privileges of the company: among many others which they 
affigned, was that of the heavy expence with which it was loaded; for it appeared) 
by accounts from 1733 to 1740, that the fums levied om the LEVANT company: 


At CONSTANTINOPLE were no lefsthan - - = ~ 2 2 214,074 doilars.. 
. At sMyRNA, forthe fame time - ~ - - - - » « - 67,628  .. 
At aveppo, for the fame time. - - © -.- 2. 2 2 LC) 80,065 _ 


Which, including extraordinary prefents, and reckoning the dollars at three fhillings,, 

- comes to eight thoufand pounds a year, which is about four per cent. upon their 

trade; a burthen which no EuROpEAN trade” at this time can bear, and what had 
now involved the company in a heavy debt. —— | 


N o man will doubt that every kingdom is rich, in: proportion tothe number and: 
epuiency of its inhabitants. Is i¢ not then the intereft of the crown of GREAT 
priTain, and of the whole nation, to eafe this branch of trade, and to fupport 
the embafflador in TurRKEY, whole appointments are about half the fum in queftion ? 
and would it not be for the dignity and advantage of the government, that the 
embaflador fhould not only appear as the king’s fervant, but have a fixed: falary 
from the crown, at a court where regal power is fo much refpected ¢ ¢ Certainly » 
this circumitance is worthy ef more attention from the legiflature than yet appears. 
to have been beftowed upon it, Among other minuter particulars which I have 
heard ‘complained of, there is this, that we have not any LAZARETTO at STANGATE 
‘CREEK, fo that the cargoes. are deprived of many conveniences in quarantain which 


‘ . d 
other nations enjoy *. 


* See pave 35. Cr | - | 
b The trade to TURKEY may be confidered as puROPEAN OF ASIATIC, tho’ it feems to belong properly 

to the jatter. oo, | . 
¢ Iris prefumed that in confequence of this fubjedt being thoroughly examined in pasliament, in 17535 


this evil will be rectified. - ok 
4 See act of parliament of 1753 relating tq quarantain. 
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Neceffity of. fegulations in TURKEY. Compautes. effential to fome trades, The great 


“benefits of the oriental trade. The jews refufed admittance into the TURKEY trade. 
A bill propofed for regulating the LEVANT trade, | 


— AW Onopolies, or exclufive privileges, are generally ungrateful to the people of 
| a: tree: ftate, 1¢ was therefore natural to thofe who chad. not any perfonal: 
- knowledge abroad, nor experience at home, relating to the commerce of asia, to: 
think that a total freedom in the TURKEY trade would remove the evils under. 
which it laboured: the difference between the CHRISTIAN. and MAHOMMEDAN, 
religions, allo the vanous politics and cuftoms, render it indifpenfably neceffary, 
that our factors in TURKEY fhould be under -fubordination. and reftrictiens: bur 
chis- never could be the cafe, was the trade open as that of PORTUGAL Of SPAIN: 
and though in the circumftances.of this declining trade, as great an indulgence ought 
to have been fhewn to every fubject as the nature of the thing will admit; yet I do 
net conceive that the intereft of. the company can be preferved without an incorporated 
fociety; who, by keeping their factors in due fubordination abroad, will watch over 
the honor of the nation, as well as their owa commercial intereft.- | 


6 Tae want of fuch'a fociety in our caspran trade, produced many fad proofs of 
that difcord which muft threaten the fabverfton of every eftablifhment of this nature, 
The russia company is but nominally a body corporate, compared with the LEVANT: 
‘traders, and however good the inclinations of the former might be, ‘they ‘could not 
fupport that ceconomy which the nature of their circumitances required. “This, to 
all appearance, would be. the. cafe with the TURKEY company, was their trade 
left intirely open: indeed this mutt ever be the cafe, in proportion to the neceflity 
there is of fupporting good order abroad, as well as at home *.0e6 8 Ge 


4 x . ; Loe 
1 * be q “4 ae = 


+ Bur this argument receives an additional force, with regard to countries where 
our. military ftrength is-eflential to the fupport of our commerce. We have feen 
this verified lately in the AFRICAN trade, till the crown took the care and burthen 
of fupporting the fortifications in that quarter of the world, It is true, fome 
- directors of companies: in paft ‘times, -have played fo unfair a game, as will probably . 
-ender theit names. odious; but this makes nothing acainft the general notion of 
companies, as effential to the conduct of certain trades, more than the eyil adimi- 
- nitration of a minifter does to government in general. There are, I know; feveral 
- perfons of very eminent rank -and authority in this. country, who have contracted 
an invincible prejudice apainft trading companies but they--do not feem to 
diftinguifh the nature and-circumftances of the feveral branches of trade, to which 
different kinds of ceconomy are neceffary, particularly in our ASIATIC commerce. 
.® See act of parliament ip 1753, after the firit edition of this book; by which it feems as if the . 
» legiflature meant to reduce the TURKEY company to that kind of feudatory tnion as the Russia 

_ dnerchants are in; except with regard to a firi&ter ceconomy jn TURKRY..-. a 
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As to the Levant trade, itis eafy to comprehend the force of the arouments which 
the ruRKEY company ufed upon this occafion, with regard to the danger of letting 
in all forts of people, and confequently of taking off fuch falutary reftrictions as 
experience has proved to be neceffary. It was not, I prefume, from an impatient. 
defire of power that the rurKey traders rejected the meaftres propoied: every 
Natjon trading to rURKE¥ makes and practifes rules diffetent from thof in ufe in 
their commerce with CHRISTIANS. oo, - oe | . 


| Te purcu", who are not in fo good a condition in rurKEyY as the ENGLISH, 
have, among others, one diftinguifhed regulation, which is, that no fhip of lefs 
burthen than three hundred tans, and mounting twenty-four guns, fhail 20 to. 
TURKEY: and the FRENCH, whom I have already mentioned, fupport the urmoft 
uniformity of conduct in regard to this trade, both at home and abroad. | | 


Tue duty which our rurKey company have taxed themfelves with at prefent, . 
is three per cent.’ on goods configned to their own factors, and five per cent. if 
_ configned to the fubjects of the GRAND siGNior ; and none but a fubject of GREAT. 
BRITAIN, and free of the company, can fend any goods to that country; but that 
. treedom may now be eafily procured. The enciisn factors have hardly been _ 
Known to make any difficulty in paying. this. duty; andif they do, the remedy 

isby diftraining, © - , 


_. Tue power of determining difputes between the BriTISH fubjects in our factories 
abroad, is generally vetted in the sririsu conful, in a greater or lefier degree, 
according to the difference of places. But this feems to be founded rather in the 
coniént of parties than in any law of our confticution, fo that appeals are often 
made to the national magiftrates ; whereas in TURKEY al! differences are determined 
within ourfelves, and generally brought to a fpeedy decifion. - —_ 


It is a good maxim in commerce, to keep it as much as poffible in its courfe, 
and not make alterations. by way-of experiment; but the fickly condition of this. 
trade demanded a more falutary regimen.’ In what proportion it had decayed in 
the five lait years, with refpe&t to raw filk, mohair and cloth, the following is an 
extract from the cuftom-houfe, which was publifhed upon this occafion, viz. : 


. Suk imported from turkey the fivet| Silk imported from TURKEY the. lat 


' ’ 
™) 


- preceding years. five years. 
ee |. 7 - Ibs. 
1734 mm 294 720 1739) 0 ee 705398 
173500 ee (106,401 19740 —_  — none — 
1736 me me '22.7,976 74D mee ne 3245175 
S73F 0 87774} 8742 mmm gk 
1738 mmm 168,634 © 1743 wm um 3853085 - 
. 865,5052%5 632,877 
: re : Mohair 


_* They have however a conful at smyrwa and ALEPPO, and a minifter at consTANTINOPLE; and, 
if they do not equal, come near us in point of intereft in that country. : 
Vou. I, Tt 


& 


gop MONOPOLIES UNGRATEFUL 2. Bart V, 


Mohair yarn imported from rurKzy [{ Mohair yarn imported from TURKEY 





the five preceding years. the lait five years. — 
ee | : Ib 

173400 970327 PE EZBQ 49,388 

39350 —= == mone ft 1740 — = — >: none 

1736 23,0722 NTA 3H 25148 

173700 me 241,179. 1742 — — none 

1738 — — -— 216,806 1743 — — _ 208,699 
92,034 11 4105233 


| | 


Cloth exported to ruRKEY the five Cloth. exported to TURKEY the lait 





_ preceding years. five years. 
ee f - Tong cloths. fhort cloths | ; Jong clochs... fhort cloths 
1734 457005 500 97390 9914 660 
3735 28, 18,9464 3,150 1940 “8,254 1,6804 
1926 8,368 — 4ay48s OT] 74 389TO 583. 
4937 «11,463 - -gi8o |) 1742 E68 2222 © 
“9738 | 21,5745 7 1,664 — 1943 - © 12,100 ~ #4750 


A review of this account.could not but alarm the commercial part of the nation, 
and induce the legiflature to take it ferioufly into their confideration. 7 


Tue yews now defired to be admitted into a fhare of the trade, and the demand 
of the generality of the people was for an open commerce, or a limitation of the 
charter granted to the TURKEY company: the yews were ftrongly objected to, 
particularly by thofe members of the company who had moft experience in the 
trade, The confideration of a difference in religion among people fubject to one 
| common government, does not feem effential in commercial affairs, nor is it regarded 
-” much in our EUROPEAN trade; but the great influence they are fuppofed to have in 
asta, created an infuperable difficulty to their admittance. It feemed naturai.to 
- believe,.that by admitting no other yews than thofe of tonpon, and placing thele 
under the fame common reftrictions as other fubjects, that they would employ their 

- power in favour of this nation, under whofe government they are happy. It appeared 
however on this occafion as if they were doomed to be excluded on account of their 
religion; at leaft it feemed a hard fuppofition, that EUROPEAN JEWS fhould be at 

the bottom of all fchemes againft zuRopzEAN trade with Asta, as. was then alledged. 


Ix was further objected,. that the ews in CONSTANTINOPLE would promote a 
' monopoly of the TURKEY commodities with the sews in ENGLAND, to the prejudice 
of the other fubjeéts of this nation, and that the yewisu factors abroad would 
onderwork the curistrans. It was’alfo urged, that the influence of the JEWS, 
- arifing from their great riches, would have too great a weight in the commercial 
-— fcale.” But was not this an acknowledgement that they were bold traders, poffefied 

- of large capitals, and would be contented with fmall profits s If it was, and that 
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trade was really in danger of being loft to this nation, were not thefé the very peo- 
_ple who bid faireft to rival the FRENCH? | | 


THERE was yet a further objection, that the yews might go to market to 
MARSEILLES for their cloths, and only bring their filk here: even this might be 
‘preferable to the lofs of the trade, for all commodities which we manufactare at 
home, are certainly preat national benefits: but it was reafonable to imagine, that — 
the yews under the protection of the sririsH crown, might be reftrained to a 

fubyeCtion to BRITISH laws, as well in commerce as in civil fociety in general, 


Ir was however allowed, that the yews who refide in TuRKEY are, for the nioft 
part an immoral people, and have by a kind. of confederacy eftablifhed an exorbi- 
tant brokerage of one or more per cent. as it were by inheritance ; and this reafon, 
joined to others of the like nature, induced the FRENCH to ftipulate with the 

‘TURKS, that they might not be obliged toemploy yews * -The debate which at 
this time ran high, was at length reduced to this iffue, viz. whether the liberty of . 
trading to rurKEyY fhould be granted to all his majefty’s fubjects, or to all his’ 
‘CHRITIAN fubjects only ; and whether it fhould be made an open trade, or continue 
exclufive, under the reftrictions the legiflature might judge neceflary. Upon this 
occafion the following bill for enlarging and regulating the trade to the LevaN'T 
‘feas was propofed to the parliament. sO a — 


« 1 , J HEREAS king james the firft, by his letters patent, bearing date the 
fourteenth day of december, in the third year of his reien, did grant 
to feveral perfons therein named, and to their fons, and fuch others as thould 
— then after be admitted or made free, that they fhould be one fellowfhip, and 
*« one body corporate and politic, by the name of the governor and company of 
~merchants of ENGLAND, trading into the Levant feas, and by the fame name 
. fhould have perpetual fucceffion; and did direét, that all perfons, fubjects of 
this realm, being mere merchants, which then were, or after the date of the faid 
letters patent, fhould happen to be usder the age of twenty-fix years, or not out - 
of his or their apprenticefhips, fhould be admitted into the freedom of the faid 
company, if he or they fhould demand the fame, within one year next after 
he or they fhould attain the age of twenty-fix years, or within one year after the — 
‘ end of his or their appprenticefhips, and fhould offer and pay to the faid governor 
 - and company, for his or their admittance, the fum of twenty-five pounds ; and 
“* did further direct, that all perfons, fubjects of this realm of ENGLAND, being 
mere merchants, above the age of twenty-fix years, fhould be admitted inte 
the freedom of the faid company, upon paying a fine of fifty pounds; and did 
alo direct, that all and every the fons of fuch as were or fhould be free of the 
“ faid company, and alfo all their apprentices employed in that trade, for the . 
“ {pace of three years or upwards, within the limit of the faid letters patent, — 
“ fhould, after the end of their apprenticefhips, be admitted to the freedom of the 
“ faid company, on payment of the fum of twenty fhillings only : 3 
| oe oo Tt 2 oe 86 AND 


* By the a&t of 1753, the yw merchants of LONDON are permitted to trade fo TuaKey ; but not to. 
employ jew factors in TURKEY. oo | 
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“ king CHARLES the fecond, by his letters patent, bearing date 
¢ he AD i day of april, in the thirteenth year of his reign, did ratify and cone 
‘és Gem the fame letters patent of king james the frit ; and did further directs that 
© no perfon refiding within twenty miles of the city of Lonvon fhould be adinit- 
’ 6 ed into the freedom of the faid company, oF have any benefit of the privileges 
«thereof, unlefs he be made free of the faid city. © 0 Se 
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“tt Anp whereas of late years the trade into the LEVANT feas has very much de- - 
creafed; and the taking of leis fines for the admulhon of perfons into the free- 
dom of the faid company, and. not reftraining the freedom thereok to mere 
merchants, and fuch perfons only who. refide within twenty mi < 0 t city 

« of Lonpon, as are free of the faid city, and the allowing perfons 3 mitt into 

«“« the faid company to trade jointly or feparately, and to export all lorts or goods 

and merchandize of the growth, produce or manutacture of GREAT BRITAIN, | 
or the dominions thereof, or the EAST INDIES {not prohibited by law to € eX- 
ported) to any port or place within the limits of the faid letters patent, rom 
what parts of GREAT BRITAIN, and at what time, and in what quantity, ant 
on board what fhips (navigated according to law) they fhall refpe ve yu in 
proper; and alfo to import in the like manner, from any port or place within 
the limits of the jaid letters patent, raw filk, or any other goods or comme - 

ties purchafed within the {aid limits (not prohibited by law to be import ) y 
barter, with woollen or other manufactures, goods or ¢ommo ues exporte 

‘© from .GREAT BRITAIN, into any pore or place within the Himits © rae et 

‘© ters patent, gold or filver in coin or bullion excepted, or wi et < pro uce | 
arifing from the fales of fuch manufactures, goods or commo tities ° export 
as aforefaid, are the moft probable means to recover and extend the faid trace, 
for the benefit of this nation: a 
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6 May it therefore pleafe your moft excellent majefty, that i may be enacted, 
‘ that from and: after the ath day of june 1744, every fubject of this realm, 
defiring admiffion into the faid company of merchants of ENGLAND trading in- 
‘to the LEVANT feas, commonly called or known by the name of the TURKEY 
‘s company, on requeft in that behalf to be made to the governor ‘or deputy go- 
-6 yernor, fhall be admitted into the faid company, within the fpace of twenty | 
4 eight days after fuch requett fhall be made, and hall have, ufe and enjoy, a 
the liberties, privileges, jurifdictions, franchifes, powers and authorities, granite 
ed to the faid company by the faid letters patent, as largely, fully, and-amply, 
 « go al] intents, conftructions and purpofes, as, any other member of> the faid 

«© company could, can, or may have, ufe or enjoy the fame, by virtue of the faid 
© Jetters patent, fuch fubject paying for fuch his admiffion, for the ule of the faid 
company, only the fum of twenty’ pounds and no more, and taking the ufual 
oath of the freemen of the faid company, or being of the people called QUAKERS; 
«© the affirmation. . | a : ot : 


* 
| i 


4 


* 


* 
~ 


xa 


* 


ak 
i 


- 4 


*~ 


+ 


a 
* 


* 


a ‘Anp be it further enacted, that from and after the faid 24th day of june 
i744, the fum of twenty pounds and no more, fhall be demanded, taken or 
c accepted, by the faid company, for any adanfiion to the freedom thereof; ae 
_ | | a a | re CS 
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“© faid letters patent, or any ftatute, law, order, conftitution or ordinance of the 
“© faid company, made or to be made to the contrary thereof in any wife notwith- 


- © Awnp be it further enacted, that where any perfon or perfons refiding in any 
© out-port, or any other place within this realm, being fubjects thereof, thal! make 
“" requeft to be admitted into the faid company, by his agent or deputy, making 
*“ tender of twenty pounds for his admiffion, the governor or deputy governor, 
** fhall, within twenty days after fuch requeft, appoint one or more perion or per- 
fons to admit fuch perfon or perfons into the freedom of the faid company ; and 
to adminifter to him or them the oath to be taken by the freemen of the faid 
“* company, or being one of the people called QUAKERS, a folemn affirmation ; 
** which oath or affirmation he or they are hereby impowered to adminifter » which | 
admiffion, and adminiftration of the faid oath or afirmation, fhall be as good | 
and effectual as if the fame were actually done by the -faid governor or deputy. 
. governor, : mo 
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~ “* Awp be it further enacted, that if any perfon, beifig a’ fibje€ of this realm, 
“© thall, by himfelf or his agent, make requeft to be admitted into the faid com- 
pany, and fhall pay or tender, or caufe to be paid or tendered, the fum of 
‘** twenty pounds for his admiffion, as directed by this act, and he thal] be refufed 
* to be admitted and made free of the fai]. company, contrary to the true intent 
and meaning of this at; every fuch perfon being fo refufed, thall be from 
thenceforth deemed to be, and fhall be, free of the faid company, and a mem-~ 
ber thereof, and fhall enjoy the fame liberties, privileges, jurifdiGions, fran- 
_ % chifes, powers and authorities, in as full and ample a manner as any other mem- 
“* ber of the faid company doth or may enjoy any thing herein, or in the faid let- 
** ters patent contained, or in any ftatute, law, order, conftitution, or ordinance | 
‘of the faid company, made or to be made, to the contrary thereof in any wit 
“notwithitanding, ee OO 


S| 


_& 


ta 


; 6 


~ 


< 


mF 


A 


'  PRovipED always, that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or be conftru= 
“ ed to extend, to oblige the fons of fuch perfon or perfons as are or fhall be 
free of the faid company, On or before the faid 24th day of june 1744, nor 
“© any perfon or perfons, who are, or thal} be, apprentice to any merchant or 
* »€ merchants free of the faid company, on or before the faid 24th day of june 


“1744, tO pay any greater fum for his or their admittance into the freedom of the _ 
““ faid company, than the fum of twenty fhillings, — a 


* 
* 


4“ S Ann be it further enacted, that from and after the faid 24th day of june. 
“* 4744, all and every perfon or perions being free, or to be made free, of the faid 
“ company, may and fhall feparately or jointly export, oF caule to be exported, 
‘“‘ out of GREAT BRITAIN, to any port *y: place within the limits of the faid let- 
“ters patent, in any BRiTisH or plantation-built {hips navigated according to 
“law, at any time, to any perion or perfons whatfoever, being fubjects of this 

realm and free of the faid company, or fons or apprentices of freemen of the 
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faid company, fo’ fong™as he ar they thall cohtinue to fubmit to and remain. 
under the protection and direction of the Britis embafiador and confuls re- 
{pectively br the time being, and fubject to the by-laws’ and regulations of 
the faid company, and from any port or place in GREAT BRITAIN, as he or - 
they fhall think proper, any eoods, wares or merchandizes of the growth, pro- 
duce or manufaCture of GREAT BRITAIN, OF the dominions thereof, or the EAST 
INDIES, (not prohibited by law to be exported) and alfo to import in the like 
manner, from any port or place within the limits of the faid letters patent, 
from any perfon or ‘perfons whatfoever, being ‘fubjects of this realm and free of 
the faid company, or fons or apprentices of freemen of the faid company, fo 


Jong as he or they fhall continue to fubmit to, and remain under the protection 


and dire€tion of the Britis embaflador and tonfuls refpectively for the 
time being, and fubject to the by-laws and regulations of the faid company, raw 
filk, or any goods or commodities purchafed within the faid limits: (not pro- 
hibited by law to be exported) fuch raw filk, goods or commodities, being pur- 
chafed by barter, with woollen or other manufactures, goods or commiodities, 
exported from GREAT BRITAIN into any port or place within the limits of the 


aid letters patent, (gold or fiver in coin or bullion excepted) or with the pro- 
duce arifing from the fales of fuch manufactures, goods or commodities exported 


as aforefaid, or with the produce arifing from-the freights of fuch fhips, or from 
confulage, or the commifion for factorage upon manufactures, goods or com- 
modities which have been or fhatl be exported from, dnd imported’"to GREAT 
BRITAIN, and not otherwife, upon paying and fecuring the cuftoms and other 


duties payable for the fame, to his majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, by any law 


now in forces and upon paying fuch fum or fums of money as are or fhall from 


time to time be adjudged requilite and convenient for the common profit or fuf- 


tentation, or the. neceflary and reafonable ftipends, and other charges of the faid 
company, and are ‘or thall be affefled'on any goods, wares, OF merchandizes, to 
be exported or imported as aforefaid, or upon any fhips laden with the fame, by 
the greater part of any general court of the faid company; any ftatute, law, or- 
der, conftitution or ordinance of the faid company, made or to be made to the 
contrary thereof, in any wile notwithftanding. a ee 


' ote 


“ Anp be it farther enaéted, that from and after the 25th day of march 1748, 


_every commander, mafter, Of. perfon having the charge of any fhip or veflel, 
€C. 


on board of which any raw filk, goods or commodities purchafed within the - 
limits of the faid letters patent, fhall be laden or fhipped to be imported into 
this kingdom of GREAT BRITAIN, fhall produce and deliver to the cofiector or 
comptroller, or other chief officer of the cuftoms, at the port or place where 


fach fhips ‘fhall be unladen at the time of making his report, a certificate or 


manifeft under the hand and feal of the embaffador, agent, refident, conful - 
or vice-conful for the time being, refiding at the port or place, where fuch raw 
filk, goods or commodities were taden or fhipped, teftifying that the perfon - 
or perfons; to whom fuch certificate or manifeft is granted, had made oath, or, 
being one of the people called QUAKERS, had folemnly affirmed before him, 


that fuch raw filk, goods or commodities, were truly purchafed by barter with 


2 6 woollen 
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‘* woollen goods or other manufactures, goods or commodities which had been 
cs exported from GREAT BRITAIN, or with the produce arifing from the fales or 
 commiffions for factorage of fuch manufactures, goods or commodities ;- or 
‘© from confulage, or with the produce arifing from the freight of fuch fhip or 
& veffel, or any other BRITISH or plantation-built fhip or vefiel, which had been 
*{ employed in the faid trade, to the beft of his or their knowledge or belief; 
*¢ which oath or affirmation, the faid embaflador, agent, refident, conful or vice. 
© conful refpectively, is hereby authorized to adminifter ; and the faid comman- 
““ der, mafter, or perfon having the charge of any fuch hip or veffel, hal! like- — 
** wife make oath, or, if he be one of the people called quakers, folemnly af- 
““ firm before the faid collector, comptroller, or other chief officer of the cuf- 
* toms, at the time when he delivers fuch certificate or manifett as _aforefaid, that 
** fuch raw filk, goods or commodities were truly fhipped, or put on board, at 
*< the port or place, as in the faid certificate or manifeft is mentioned. _ - oe 


© Anp be it further enacted, that if any perfon fhall falfely make any oath or 
“ affirmation, by this a direéted to be made, and fhall thereof be legally con- 
“* victed, fuch perfon fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds of lawful mo- 
““ ney of GREAT BRITAIN, and be imprifoned for the {pace of fix months; and if 
‘© any perfon thall forge or counterfeit any certificate or manifeit by this act direét-. 
‘* ed, or fhall publith fuch certificate or manifeft, knowing the fame to be forged 
‘‘ or counterfeited, and be legally convicted.thereof, fuch perfon thall forfeit the 
“* fum of two hundred pounds of lawful money of GREAT BRITAIN, and he im- 
** prifoned for the fpace of twelve months ; and if any commander, matter, or 
“* perion having the charge of any fuch fhip or veffel fhall land, or fuffer or per- 
‘* mit to be landed, out of any fuch fhip or veffel, in any port or place in Great 
“ BRITAIN, any raw filk, goods or commodities laden or fhipped in any port or 
“place within the limits of the faid letters patent,. before he hath delivered 
‘* {uch certificate or. manifeft, and made fuch oath or folemn affirmation as afore- 
“‘ faid, fuch commander, mafier, or perfon, being legally convicted thereof, 
“ fhall forfeit and pay treble the value of fuch raw filk, goods or commodities, 
“and all and every fuch forfeiture or forfeitures aforementioned, fhall be fued 
“ for, recovered and adjudged in any of his majefty’s courts of record jn GREAT — 
© BRiTarn, with full cofts of fuit, by bill, plaint, information or action, where- 
“in no privilege, protection, wager of law,-or more than one imparlance fhall 
_+ * be allowed, and one third part of all fuch forfeiture or forfeitures fo recovered, 

« thal go and be paid to his majefty, his heirs and fi ucceflors, one other third part 
© t0 the governor and company of merchants of ENGLAND trading into the LEVANT | 
“teas, and the other third part to him or them who fhall inform and fue for the © 
8 fame, . - a , CO . a 


“ Provipep always, that nothing herein contained hall extend, or be conftru- 
“ed to extend, to authorize or impower any perfon or perfons, being free of 
~ “the faid company, to vote or give any voice or fuffrage in the election, nomi. . 
“nation, choice or appointment of any officer or Iinifter employed, or to be 
“ employed by the faid company, or in the change or removal of them, or any 
“ of them, or in difpofing of the company’s monies, unlefs fach perfon or per 


+ 
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4 {ors hath or have in his own-name, and for his own account, traded inthe laid’ | 
-& company, fo far as to. pay. forty thillings at the leaft, in, impofitions to the. fai 
‘ company, towards the. public charges, within ne year. then: next, befere fucl: 


< yote, voice or fuffrage is to be given. - 


* 


«6 Anp be it further enacted, that, the faid governor or deputy -governor, that : 
‘ and are hereby required to call a general court as often as requeft fhall be made. 
“¢ to the faid governor or-deputy~povernor,, in that behalf, by writing under the. 
‘ hands of any fever’ or more of the members of the faid company, within tent 
“© days- aiter {uch requeft fhall be made, as aforefaid; any thing in-the before- 
- & recited letters patents, or any ftatute, law, order, conftitution or ordinance of. the. 
§¢ faid company, to the contrary thereof, in any wife notwithftanding.” ©," * 


- a) mm 


rm 
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.. Turs bill, after paffing the commons, was thrown out of the houfe of lords by 
a majority of three. It muft be obferved, however, as the. cafe ftands, the trade 
does not feem to fuffer'dny inconvenience from the exclufive privilege of the ruR- 
KEY company, as -admittance-is given for twenty pounds. But it does appear; 

even at this time +, that-to one {hip which we have in the TuRKey trade, the FRencH 
have ten; and unlefs we fhould have a fuccefsful naval war, we shall hardly be able 
to exceed even this proportion 5 it may be well if we do not yet. lofe ground °. 8. + 
 Anp now I have gone fo far. in this fubjedt of onreNTAL trade, it. may not be 
improper to obferye,. that: ic is truly the miftrefs and fovereign of all others, and 
has been fo for many-ages. The PORTUGUSE and the-putcH taid the foundation 
of their power and reputation In this commerce. With regard to'the BRITISH 
nation, it ever muft be of the higheft moment, not only on account ‘of the imme. 
' diate advantages derived from it, but alfo to check. the growing power af FRANCE . 
and other nations, in regard to their commercial jntereft in asia. It can be no 
diminution of the value of this trade, as fome imagine, that many articles imported. 
from. thence, ferve only to promote luxury ; for upon the fame principle’GREAT 
“BRITAIN may reject the fruit and wine of PORTUCAL and spain, with the fugar and 

tobacco of AMERICA 3 and this would carry us into a fpeculation foreign to the pre- 
‘tent conftitution of the world, with regard to commerce In general, . . 0: 4 


-. Wen we confider the great numbers of hands employed, as mechanics as well as 
- {edmen,. this trade appears to be an object of the higheft national regard: nor is it - 
. any folid objection to the oriental trade, that it requires the exportation of a great 
‘~~ guantity of filver for the wealth of a nation is not to be computed from the quan» 
tity of gold and filver in it; ouR riches at leaft confift in. the. produce of the 
*- Jand and the induftry of its. inhabitants. By thefe this nation is become great. and » 
powerful ; by thefe we draw filver from Mexico, and gold from BRazix in fo ample 
- a proportion ; and from the EasT we alfo receive fupplies of gold. Thus, in this 
courfe of circulation, what detriment is Jt, if we fend a quantity of lilver to ast a? 


* 1762. ee > By the ack of 1783s. a greater. latitude being given with regard to merchants”: 
trading from the out-ports, and alfo without being free of the city of Lonpon, and the sews admitted, 
as already noted 5. we may hope to fee Tome happy effetis from this indulgence. Be 


| - ' 
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We are to confider. further the’ gréat advantages of exporting our woollen manu- 
factures, and of importing from thence raw {ilk and raw cotton, which furnifh 
frefh employment to our people: we ate to remember the ufeful commodities of 
. Other countries, which we receive in return for our rnp1a goods, and the ballance 
famoney ; in a word the advantages are too apparent to need any enumeration, 





COC H A PB LXXIL 


Firgh difficulties with relation to the.caspian trade. The merchants petition bis mae 
| fefly. The Ring's Vetier to sAkH NADIR ‘pon this occafion. The suau’s decree in 
. Felalion fo JOHN ELTON, 


O return to what’ concerns the Caspian trade, it feeniéd impracticable to. 

induce Mr. evtow to leave persra; on the contrary, he continued’ to pur- 
fue his deign, He had furmounted fo many difficulties, that it was hard to fay 
whether he was & greater object of hatred or admiration to the russraks: but 
tertain 1ti8 he completed one vefit] intended to mount twenty cannon, which is of 
greater force than thé Russians ever navigated on the caspian. This being a 
toyal fhip, the perfofr who Kad the charge of her thought proper to require naval 
_ honors of the rv : 


- plaints were fent ‘to -court,: some falie, and others of a trifling nature; the ereat, 


ssran merchant fhips on the Perstancoaft. Several other com-_ 


hbjeét was. the PERSIAN {liip already afloat, and the other veffels dn the ftocks, - 


which they apprehended might foon be equipped. The cloud which had hung 
over us for fome time, now grew darker : but our vexation did not arife only from. 
- the difguft of the Russians 3 for the prohibition of correfpondency with Mr. zi Ton, 

occafioned his arrefting a large quaritity of goods brought by the new factors, 


mefleurs PRESTON and THOMPSON, ona claim of commiffion due on them, This | 


T 


cauted ‘an alarm among the merchants in Lonp6n, who immediately applied to the 
king. His majefty, -with his wonted humanity and tendernefs, fhewed a particular 
readine{s to oblige the Russta company, by writing tO NADIR sHAH-about the bee. 
ginning of 1746. The king’s letter was as follows : | | 
‘“ GEORGE THE SECOND, by the grace of almighty God ereaté# of héavén and 
‘earth; king-of GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE and IRELAND, the moft invinciblé 
. “ and moft mighty defender of the chriftian faith, &c. The mott high exalted 
“ prince‘in ample honour and dignity fends kind Jalutations, with wifhes of 


+ “-health and true happinels.~ | | 

- © Moft noble and oft mighty prince, ne 
¥e T H E governor and company of our royal rierchants trading to RUSSIA; and 
tk : through RUSSIA. tO.-PERSIA,. having reprefented LO us, that JOHN ELTON, 


“ whom we recommended to your ferenity by our royal lewer of the th of february 
Vou. Be .- res O8 | Se —_ 80 im 


a) 
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jn the year of our lord 1743-4,° had by his management almoft eained the 


trace of our fubjects to your ferenity’s dominions, though it is of great advan-~ 
tage to our refpective kingdoms ; and that there was remaining a confiderable 
ballance due to our merchants; and the company having determined not to 
employ JOHN ELTON tn their fervice, have befought us to recommend to yor 
proteciion their new factors, MARTIN KYCK VAN MIEROP, CHARLES GEORGE 
PRESTON, CHARLES THOMPSON, and RICHARD WILDER, as our favored fub- 
jects and merchants ; and alfo that your ferenity would command that JOHN 
eLTon do immediately fetrle and adjuft with the faid factors the accounts and 
demands depending, by paying the ballance, and delivering to them fuch goods - 
as remain in his hands belonging to our company of merchants not difpofed of. 
We have thought fit to acquaint your ferenity therewith, and defire that you will 
favor our merchants with your royal countenance and protection, not doubting 
but that your ferenity will, upon the receipt of this our royal letter, caufe juftice 
to be done to our company and merchants, by ordering JoHN ELTON fo fettle 
the accounts depending between our merchants and him; to pay the baliance 
that fhall appear to be due to the new factors hereby recommended to your fere- 
nity, and to deliver to them fuch goods belonging to the company’s trading 
members as may remain in his hands. : te 


6 As juftice is the glory of princes, we can amake no doubt of your ferenity’s 


ready compliance with this our requeft, fince the trade carrying.on by our fub- 
jects in persra tends fo highly to the advantage of both nations, and requires 


‘particular marks of your favor and fupport. .We hope that as cur merchants 


are ftrangers in’ your empire, and piace their entire dependence in your royal | 
favor and protection, your ferenity will hear them favorably, and’ redrefs any _ 
grievances they may now reprefent, or may“at any time hereafter have juit caufe 
to lay before you. We cannot conclude without congratulating your ferenity 
upon the glorious fuccefs of your invincible arms, “and repeating our wifhes of 
health and true happinefs to your ferenity and your royal family. Given at our 
court at St. JaMES’S.” : a a, 
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“Mr. epron had in the interim petitioned as Complainant, and obtained the fol- 
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lowing decree from NADIR SHAH. 


TN the name of the exalted God; it is the imperial command, that the mag- 

nificent ACHMED BEG, KURYSAUL BasHi of our high court, the noble 
MYRZA MAHOMMED ZEKIJE, and alfo the great MAHOMMED KHAN BEG3 who by 
the fovereign favor is governor Of GHILA4N, do know, that GEMAL BEG has 
by a petition reprefented, that according ta a contract he has made with certain 
of his partners, who are now In ENGLAND, whatever goods or merchandize they | 
might at any time fend from ENGLAND, upon their arrival in GuiLan they fhould 
be opened in his prefence, and nine per cent. on their value fhould be paid to 
him: and whereas the officers of the russran ftate have prohibited the mer- 
ehandize to be brought before him. and the nine per cent. to be paid; hgrequefts 


‘¢that the people belonging to his partners lately arrived in GHILAN, fhould with- 


out pro er con pay him this proportion, <B 
7 | . . -* UT : 
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| -** But whereas thefe people who have brought goods and merchandize hither, 
“are ftranpers, and are come to this country on account of trade, and the pro- 
** prietors not being prefent, we cannot abfolutely determine this matter; therefore 
** our royal decree is, that you fummon GEMAL BEG and his partners, and hear 
cqand fettle their affairs according to law and Juftice : let to hurt be done to ‘hi mM, 
*“ nor at the fame time any method taken that may be injurious to the perfons fenc 
“© by the faid merchants. Know this to be our pleafure, and confornr thereto, 

“* Dated the laft day of the month suzvat in the year 1658.7 oe 


or appeared from hence, that exton had advanced the moft palpable and abfurd 
.. falfities, in affurance of fuccefs, founded in his intereft with the sHan: his judges 
-alfo had no abilities to enter into the merits of the cafe, nor honefty enough to | 
determine according to equity. After many circumftances too tedious to enume- 
fate, the decree produced the delivery of the forty-two bales of goods which grow 
had arrefted. As for the accounts of former tranfactions and effeéts, he adjudged 
them as he pleafed, and did much lef injuftice [than he might have done; for he 
made returns in part, to thofe to whom he was. moft deeply indebted. 9 
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Fhe RUSSIAN court probibits the BRITISH CASPIAN trade, -The decree of the emprefs 
of Russia on this occafion. The author's Yemarks on the letters of the russtan 
 conful, on which the decree was founded. — oe | 


XHE fcene now began to clofe. The russran miniftry being perfuaded that 
fh Mr, znron’s condu& was of a dangerous tendency, the Empress publifhed 
, a decree in. november 2-46, of which the following is a tranflation. . 


The. decree. of the emprefs of russta, interdidting, the sririsH trade over the 
re _ CASPIAN fea, 


“TP HE embaffador extraordinary and plenipotentiary refiding here on the part of 
“« "his majefty the king of creat BRITAIN, Cannot be ignorant in what manner 
“© the empire of Russta has endeavoured to cultivate and augment the friendthip 
“Jong fubfifting with his majyeity, particularly by the treaty of commerce con- 
** cluded between the two crowns in the year 1734, which was renewed in the year 
“1742, at the conclufion of the happy alliance. Her imperial majefty was defirous 
“* to fhew her good-will, by granting not only a free commerce to the sritisy 
‘€ merchants with her fubjects over the whole empire, without any obftruétion, but 
alio chrough her dominions into PERSIA, which till then had never been eranted. 
As a proot of her imperial majefty’s affection to the BRITISH nation, in exclufion 
of all others, the duties were mitigated, and many other privileges and immuni- 
tles were agreed to, that the trade to PERSIA might be the more eafily condued. 

es Jue Te “Ts 


a ~*~ hhlUu 
* re oF 


-* 
Ys 


aj2 THE DECREE OF THE EMPRESS OF RUSSIA, Pat V- 


 - 
m 


we 


a4 


&t. 


<4. 


It is not neceflary to mention the advantages granted to the merchants concerned 
in that trade, the treaty of commerce fufficiently fhows them. 


« ‘Tnzse privileges have been fince auomented; for, at the requeft of the: 
BRITISH merchants, a permiffion was given them to have their own fhips on Fhe: 
CASPIAN fea, though this is not mentioned in the treaty: but thefe indulgences. 
have given reom to entertain fome ill-defigning perfons on the PERSIAN Coaft,. 
who have fhown themielves difaffeéted to the empire, and have openly acted. 
againft the interelt of it. The perfon who has given occafion to this unexpected 
proceeding, 1S the wellknown ELTON, who formerly was in this fervice as cap- 


tain in the ORENBURG expedition ; and after his difmiffion from it, when the 


pRiTESH merchants began to navigate the CASPFAN in their own fhips, he was 
engaged by thofe merchants, and fent with their fhips to PERSIA, where he was 
appointed their agent. The firtt ftep which ELTON took was detrimental to the. 
russian conful and ‘merchants; for, inftead of an amicable intercourfe witlt 
them, he fomented animofities. Secondly, he treated with great inhumanity the 


-eusstan mariners who were Kired on board the ENGLISH fhips, and refufed to 


pay them the full wages he had agreed for. Thirdly, he carried with him con- 
traband goods and materials in the faid thips, from astTRacHaAN. Fourthly, and 


- what is the worft of all, he gave himfelf into PERSIAN protection, engaged in 


that fervice, infinuated feveral projects to the PERSIANS, and introduced fome 


arts hitherto not Known amongft them, to the great detriment of this eropire.. 


His excellency the einBaffador may thus plainly fee how xussia has been. 


” 44 
<< 
té 
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._ pewarded for her indulgence oranted to the BRITISH nation by fuch an advanta- 


geous treaty.’ Notwithftanding all thefe circumflances, the greatett modera- 
ton has-been ufed in her part, in hopes that matters would be rectihed. Tor 


‘this end, in the year #743, the miniiter and plenipotentiary Mr. wycu, then. 
‘refiding here, was acquainted with ELTON’s conduct; the Russ1aN minifter at 


LONDON, KNEZ SHEBBATOVE, Was alfo informed of the fame, and his inttructions. 
concerning them were often repeated: he reprefented thefe complaints againtt. 
ELTON in the ftrongeft manner, infifting that he fhould not only be recalled: 


. from PERSIA, but obliged to make fatisfaction for the exceffes he had com micred :: 
moreover, that this trade to PERSIA could not be underftood to exift, but as it. 
- might be carried on apreeably to the regulations made here concerning it, ands 
‘without prejudicing the fubjects of this empire : for as the trade was allowed out. 


ef mere good-will to the ENGLISH, and fo many valuable privileges oranted to 
their merchants, it is not natural that it fhould be fuffered, contrary to.the in- 


* tereft of the empire. 


“ Russra at length fees herfelf obliged to ouard againft fuch injurious practices,. 
by taking fuch meafures as are abfolutely neceffary for the prefervation of her 
intereft. In confequence of the, many repeated complaints made on this head. 
by the Russian. miniffer at LONDON ; lord TYRAWLEY, the embaffader then. 
refiding here, gave in anfwer to this miniftry, a memorial dated the 4th of. 
december 1744,. fetting forth, that his majefty had ordered the merchants of 


the ZNGLISH company trading tO. PERSIA, NOl.t0 confign any more of their 


vn 
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“goods to Ex.Ton, and to forbid his being any ways concerned in that company : 
“* alfo- that the merchants of their own accord would allow ELTON a penfion of 
“ two thoufand rubles per annum during life, on condition of his returning from 
S* PERSIA tO ENGLAND, and that the king, upon ELTON’s arrival in. ENGLAND, 
** would grant him a poft in the navy ; concluding with a requeft for a fufficient 
“"pailport for him to travel through russra into ENGLAND: the faid paffporr was 
** granted, and delivered to the embaflador at mosco, and immediately fent into. 
‘“* PERSIA, together with letters: from the enGcLisy company to ELTON; and they... 
““ were fafely delivered to him by the russian conful in PERsta. But all this 
‘* had no effect; on the contrary, advices are fince artived from PERSIA, both 
‘* from the Russian refident and the conful in: that country, that ELTON was not. 
“only unwilling to go from thence, but had evaded lord ryRAWLEY’S. order, 
““ alledging that this order was given out at the fame time as the king of GREAT 
“ BRITAIN fent his recommendatory letter to the PERSIAN. SHAH, relating to the. 
“ ENGLISH merchants trading in ‘that country; and that he had the SHAH'S orders. 
“to take all EnGLIsH merchants. and factors under his protection,. __ om 


“Tr this be fact, ic has. certainly encouraged eLTON to prolong his abode in’ 
“ PERSIA; to pufh on the projects he has brought on.the carpet; and to carry 
“them into executian, to the great Jofs and detriment of. this empire. The: 
“ RUSSIAN: fubjects refiding in that country alfo complain that pram, BROWN, and: 
“other ENGLISHMEN who have left that country, have been concerned in thefe- 
“ projects: and faftly, that preston: and others, who ftill remain there, have - 
‘“ been. inftrumental to the fame end. And. thefe proceedings are {till carried on 
“ with the fame ill temper,.of which the conful general woLrr, was.acquainted in. 
“17453 but fince that time many more, ¢xorbitances have been committed, which. 
can be clearly proved. | 


“« Nor to mention the diforder and damage which EETon,. ih conjunction with- 
“ the PERSIANS, has created to the Russ1aNw merchants s his injurious. defigns have | 
“ fucceeded in. part, and he is indefatigable in projeing new ones. To connive. 
“* at thefe proceedings any longer, will be of very. dangerous confequence. . 


*S Aur thefe vexations and inconveniences arife from the trade this empire hag- 
““ permitted the BRITYSH- nation to carry on, and.which never was granted to any 
'“ pation before;.and things being now come to this extremity, our patience and 
“ moderation can hold out no longer. Nobody can in juftice blame us- to look 
“ back arthe many complaints made to his BRITANNIC majelty’s court at LONDON, 
* and the hopes we entertained that proper meafures would be taken to redrefs the- 
‘f grievances complained of: but it is now plain, that no other remedy is left than. 
‘““that russia fhall immediately put a ftop to. the trade: her imperial majefty’s. 
“* intereft, and the fecurity of her empire, oblige her to lay hold of the {lrongeft, 
™ readielt, and moft effectual method for this purpofe.. : 


_ In confideration however of ‘the great friendfhip which her imperial majéfty - 

“has always entertained for his majetty the king of GREAT Britain, fhe withes. 

“ fircerely to maintain the treaty of commerce concluded with” his majefty, in its. 
| | *- whole: 


_ 
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“«¢ whole extent, facred and ‘nviolable, without any alteration or abridgement, and 
4 


i 


fo fulfil it in every refpect to the end of the term ftipulated ,; but there is now an 


& abfolute neceflity, mot only to make an alteration in the trade permitted to the 


$6 ENGLISH nation CO PERSIA, but to break it off intirely. - ; 


“ THEREFORE, In canfequence of her imperial majefty’s gracious order, the fame 


-& ts made known to’ all thofe whom it may concern, and by thefe prefents to his | 
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excellency lord HYNDFORD, the ambaffador extraordinary, to the end that he may 

be pleafed to acquaint his court therewith; and at the fame time to affure his 
© majefty in the ftrongeft manner, that her. imperial majefty has been obliged to 
take this refolution againft her inclination : in all other cates her imperial majefty 
will ever give the ftrongeft marks of her friendfhip to the king and nation of 
creat BRITAIN; and will endeavour by every means to increafe it. . And to 
“© prevent all obitruétions to the fincere intentions which her imperial majefty has of 
maintaining a ftriét friendthip and harmony between the two courts and nations ; 
‘tis now become neceflary to put a ftop to the evil practices of ELTON and his 
confederates, the other fubjects of GREAT BRITAIN, NOW in PERSIA. 
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46 Her imperial majefty is fo far convinced of the friendfhip of the king of 


 & GREAT BRITAIN; that fhe expects his majefty will neither approve nor fuffer thofe 


«© people to remain in PERSIA; but order, in the ftricteft” manner, that ELTON, 
«* together with the ENGLISH. fubjeéts there with him, fhall without fail, as foon as 
poffible, remove from thence and return tO ENGLAND. | May it alfo pleafe the 
-embaflador to acquaint the ENGLISH merchants and members of the company 
trading to PERSIA, and refiding in sT. PETERSBURG, and in due time alfo thofe | 
6 at ASTRACHAN, that they fhall not only forbear fending any more eoods to © 
« persia, but ule all their endeavours to fettle and liquidate their accounts with 
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6 the fubjects of peRSIA, and make the neceffary preparations to withdraw their 


wr 


a 


effects and fervants without delay. - ae | = 
- 6 Sp, PETERSBURG, november 1746, figned | a | | 
_ oe, | . ”  G. A. BESTUCHEFF RUMIN. 
C. NICH. WORONZOFE.” | 


iv was in vain for the ererchants to complain of this edit, but in a national way — 
i¢ became the duty of the BRITISH minifter to remoni{trate againft the violation of 
the treaty of commerce. My lord HyNDFORD, his majefty’s embaffador, knowing ° 
that I had been in PERSIA, defired me to give in writing what I had to fay in regard 
to the vindication of the BRITISH fubjeéts. I complied the more readily with my. 
lord’s requeft, from the perfonal knowledge I had of the nussraw-conful, on whoic 
letters great part of the complaints mentioned in this decree were founded. The 
reader will judge of the conduét and genius of this man, who from a common 
fecretary and interpreter, did not content himfelf with lefs than ten led horfes to 
make his public entrance into RESHD, as the empress’s conful, He was born at» 
CONSTANTINOPLE, and had contracted an inclination to the cuftoms of ASIA. 
Finding our trade ungrateful to his court, and unprofitable to himfelf, he overacted 
his part, and impatient till he had feen an end of 4, he did his utmoft to inflame | 
| ee ae } | | lie 
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the refentment of the court.’ He did not {top there, for his condué expoted him to - 
the complaints and refentments of the russtan merchants atfo, who, in lefs than two. 
years afterwards, obtained his recal and diferace, Ce ea 


By the following articles of defence it will be ealy to judge of the nature of thofe . 
complaints, which are mentioned in the decree in more general terms, : 


: | ; a Sr. pETERsBURG, november 1746, — 
-Remarks on feveral letters wrote in 1744, 174%, and 174.6, by the russian conful 
: —_ - : to his copirt. oo So 


LT. Losserve that the conful has a mott extraordinary way of exaggerating; for 
it feems abfurd that Mr. ELron fhould attempt to hide what all the world might 
fee, or to fuppofe the carpenters and feamen were his privy counfellors in fecrer 
(affairs, | 7 | 
Al, Wueruer Mr. evroy Is pufhed on by his ambition or not, he may by his 
natural induftry in a_country where no pleafures can take off his attention, make 
fome improvements, a 
_ UL ?T 1s no unyfual thing for the sHau to Hatter a Ynan one day and put him to. 
death the’ next. I believe that NapiR*s decrees, in relation to his marine, promife 
ELTON to protect him againft his enemies; but I do not fee that any conclufion can, 
be drawn from thence to the prejudice of the RUSSIAN ftate. re 
IV. 2? 9 is poffible russta in time may fuffer damage, if the persrans build: 
any Thips; but 1 much doubt if fuch fhips can or will long exift: if sLron: 
had gone into Guinan by way of GAmsBROON or TURKEY, or found his way. 
through Russia, with a deign of building thips, and without any employment. 
from the ENGLIsH mercnants, could. the ENGLISH trade in fuch cafe be ‘made 
accountable for the conduct of a private man, who atts thus in a circumftance _ 
foreign to trade? | | 
V. Norwitusranpine the reports of the conful, Iam morally certain,: that the. 
FNGLISH Merchants and factors in general, or BROWN and PRESTON in particu- 
far, are not concerned in lupporting ELToN, nor have any intereft in the fuc- 
cels of his {chemes, ee a re 
VIL Tis not to be imagined that erron builds fhips for thew only ;. their be- 
ing employed in carrying provifions in the manner which the conful mentions, 
- ought not to be imputed to refentment, but confidered as a natural confeq uence 
of their being built. ee : Ts : | ‘ 
VIE. In the faummer ryqz, Mr. JAMES BROWN Carried with him to the prrsran 
camp, the king’s letter to napip SHAH, cated february 2, 1744, defiring that 
yattice might be done to his fubjects ; in confequence whereof after great folicitation, 
Mr. Brown obtained a decree for the payment of the money due to him from the 
provinces and governor in GHILAN ; but nothing is more falfe and abfurd, than that 
Mr. Brown defired on that occahon to put himielf under ELTON’S protection. ’Tis 
notorious,. by volumes of correipondence, thar Mr. BROWN always avoided al] fort 
of connexion with ELTON: nor in matters of trade had eLron any fort of authority 
Or preference which might create a dependance, As to Mr. BRown’s being ready. 
to die in defeace of ELTON 'S honor, I do not fuppole the conful is ferious ; nor 
Ct | | SO | Can 
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e | oo a 
éan | comprehend what he means by power given to ELTON ovet the other factors. 
But the conful’s affertions are agreeable to that conduét which he has always 
obferved towards us, rather provoking ELTON than endeavouring to bring him off 
from his purfuits.- oo Se | | ay, 
VILL How unfair and inconclufive are ihe conful’s reafonings! becaufe the 
merchants have not been faccefsful in the repeal of ELTON, therefore they have 
not been fincere; and therefore they are yet allowing him a penfion as the founder 
of the trade, while it is obvious that the meafures which ELTON was purfuing,y 
‘thteatened the deftruction of the trade, The conful infinuates that the ENGLISH 
would not make any figure in PERSTA but by ELTON’s means: he is ignorant what 
figure our EAST INDIA company makes, and has made there; and what figure we 
‘make in every quaster of the world where our merchants carry on their commierce 
IX, Tue conful has artfully played one BRITISH houfé againft the other, with a 
“view to ruin both, Fils conduct towards us has been calculated to deftroy that 
harmony which might have exifted between the other BRITISH factors and the RUS- 
—stans, whatever confeqtiences Mr. eLToN’s conduct might have produced. | 
" XK, Tue russians have formerly run old fhips afhore on the weftern coaft of the 
CASPIAN, with a view (0 break them up and {ell che wood, fuel being extremely 
fearce in thofe parts: by this means the PERSIANS got as much timber as would 
- Build a new veffel: but what is this to the purpofe, unlefs the conful would make 
"ays accountable for the conduct of the nussiAn fubjects, as well as for ELTON’S! 
XI. Ir Exton, in the advice he gives to the PERSIANS, is fteady and confiftent, 
ft is for his own purpofes, and not for thofe of the trade. — The matter therefore I 
apprehend ‘s reduced to this point, whether the whole BRITISH nation is accountable 
to the Russian government for the conduct of one private perfon in pegsta ? 
 XIL I crant it was injudicious in ELTON to make the nusstan flip ftrike to the 
seestaN. When I was on the CASPIAN we-always paid the compliment to the 
RuSsIAN flag, thereby acknowledging the fovereignty of the EMPRESS. a 
aH. As to the illegal commerce complained of, I have heard of a quantity of 
bar tin, which has been fince reputed contraband, but it was not then included in 
‘the contraband articles, and was actually entered for PERSIA, and pafled ASTRACHAN 
in a regular open manner. - , bo . | 
XIV. I am morally certain that the RUSSIAN feamen were not Hl treated ;, buts 
oon the contrary, ufed with greater humanity than in their own fhips. ee 
_ “The gonclufion (article XV.) is, I think, extremely abfurd: a report may be 
“certain, in the conful’s fenfe; that is, it may be certain there 18 a report, when the - 
thing reported 1s falfe, as this needs muft be concefning the ENGLISH nerchants 
fettling a penfion on ELTON to fupport him in PERSIA, inftead of bringing hint. 
-home from thence; and I humbly prefume 1t would be very hard if a fimple 
-hear-fay fhould’be made a reafon fufficient to annul an article in a treaty fubhiting — 
. between twocrowns. - oo a : | 
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Refleions on the foregoing tranfaians. Propofal made by the russia Compaiiy, to 
exchange thé EUROPEAN Le0ds tf} PERSIA for raw filk already in Russia, Danger * 
- ‘of the Company’s effects in puesta. Letter upon the fame fubjec#. The prvrisy. 
_embaffador obtains orders for a hip, to fecure the effects of the CASPIAN traders. 
- Letter upon this occafion from the faétors in sr. PETERSBURG #0 the fallors in 
_GHILAN, oO | _ 
HVE prohibition of our trade was no matter of {urprize to me, neither did 
‘I think it any great lofs to the nation ; having, from.a long and painful 
‘experience, received very difadvantageous imtpreffions of it. However, whillt there 
was any hopes of preferving it, I acted my part in the whole affair with the utmof- 
afiduity and attention. It was apparent, from the ftuation of russta with recard 
tO PERSIA at that time; from ELTOoN’s rafhne{s s; and the jealous difpofition of the. 
RUSSIANS in general, that this trade was an unavoidable object of offence.. The 
reader will alfo obferve, from the feveral faéts related in my journal, that notwich. 
lianding the reputed fecurity of conveyance through the russran dominions, Preat 
part of the way is expoled to the incurfions of the TARTARS, and to the plunder 
of the RUSSIAN pirates On the votca.. Should foreign wars draw off the forces, 
or occafion any great diminution of the garrifons in thoie parts, the road could 
not be long fate: few years have pafled without fome particular accident; but we 
_ had to fear the ill defigns of fecret as well as open enemies ; for whatever advantages 
might have been derived to the BritisH OF RUSSIAN naticn at large, neither the 
ARMENIAN nor Russtaw merchants could ever be entirely reconciled to us, whilft | 
we received any confidcrable profit from it. Our bufinefs therefore was to make as 
good aretreata poffible, 
_ Haupces serriz, the sxan’s merchant, whom I have already mentioned; afer 
' dpending near a whole year IN ASTRACHAN, at length arrived in Mosco with two 
hundred bales of raw filk. It was natural to fuppofe, that his bufinefS was to 
make as fpeedy a return to his matter as poffible : therefore feveral members of the 
_.RUSSIA Company, who had a glut of goods in persra, could not but grafp at -the 
Jeaft intimation of bartering them againft raw Gilk in Russia. The correfpondence [ 
had on this fubject with one of my private employers, gave birth to a relolution of 
all the cAspraw traders, in confequence whereof the following letter was addrefled - 
“to the BRitisH conful, | _ ee | 


. 
—_ 
- - ; . . - . yee - 


SR ge PETERSBURG, february 25, 1747, 
“° °T HE caspran traders in tonpon having great quantities of effects in GHILAN, | 
“f<".which cannot be fold yet for a confiderable time, defire to barter them . 


“ againtt raw filk now in russia, -As the memorial prohibiting the: srinisp. 
"* CASPIAN trade expreffes an earnett defire that the fami fhould be finifhed with all _ 

poffible difpatch, we beg you will folicit a permiffion for the purpofe above-. 
Vontn - 7S XxX. 7 ** mentioned. © 
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, | 
« mentioned. The sHan’s commiffary, HAHDGEE SEFEIE, being now in MOSscO. 
«¢ with two hundred bales. of raw filk, and the RUSSIAN merchants not difpofed. 
“© to buy them on the terms demanded, we propofed to make a barter with the 
‘ commiffary in behalf of our principals, whofe orders we have received “for that~ 
« purpofe : and in cafe the fame is brought to effect, we will, upon the exportation, 
of the raw filk from hence, pay to her imperial majefty’s cuftom-houfe, the 
ufual duty of three per cent. in dollars, on a valuation of fifty-two rubles per 
_% pood, the fame as we pay. at ASTRACHAN ON our Own imports. This, we 
_ prefume, will be agreeable to the RUSSIAN merchants of mosco, anda fingular | 
benefit to the BRITISH merchants who are inclined to make this barter, and at. _ 
the fame time will greatly facilitate a compliance with her imperial majefty’s 
decree: therefore we hope.a permiffion will be granted us, without lofs of time,. 
¢ in order that we may. treat with the commillary. | mr , 


* roU. ”~ 
~ * 


© ! 
Li 


» Tr * 
~ *} 


«6 We are, Sin, 8c.” 


~- Flowrver veafonable and confiftent this propofition may appear, it was not 
* yelithed; on the contrary, many objections were ftarted. If the affair had been 
- opened to the HAHDGEE, and he had confented to this barter, it would not have 
agreed with the plan which the court feemed to have. laid down; for this new 
commercial fcheme of NADIR SHAH was as ungrateful to the RUSSIAN government 
as ELTON’s naval atchievements 5 and we had no hopes of any indulgence whilft - 
“he name. ef ELTON remained. — It is alfo probable, that the Russian miniftry 
forefaw the impending revolutions in PERSIA, and that they might have occafion to 


arreft the effects of the HAHDGEE, tO indemnify the Russran fubjects for loffes they 


might fuitain by plunder in that country ; for this really happened not long after, 
and part of thole effects were arrefted accordingly. | _ Co 


‘REPORTS already prevailed, that freth rebellions were formed in PERSIA, and the 

experience I had bought in that country alarmed my jealoufy ; for it was but too 
evident, that the PERSIANS were continually revolting, in fpite of that prodigious. 

 fuccefs which had attended naprr’s arms, and in defiance of thofe atts of cruelty | 
~-with which their rebellions had been punifhed.. ‘Thus the caspran trade was indeed: 
a trade militant, and attended with all..the fears and cares of war; but.as we were 
fo far advanced in it, it behoved us to maké as good a retreat as poffible, efpecially 

ag the RUSSIANS would not permit us to continue it any longer. a 


.° Ar this time * there was a report that the russian merchants and fubjeéts had 
: quitted PERSIA: this was fot unlikely, for the declining age of the san, the 
- vebellions in KHERMAN and GEORGIA, together with the univerfal mifery and 
- eppreffion which reigned throughout that kingdom, might be a fufficient induce- 
ment for them to retire to their own country. ‘Thefe confiderations made great 
impreffions on us, -and this produced the following letter from. our factors to 
his majefty’s conf, =. ne Se 


CO 7 cc Ssry 
— ® June 1747. 
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Sep Sr, PETERSBURG, july 24, 1747. 


A A Ccorpine to the reports which. now prevail, many of the provinces in | 
te PERSIA are revolted : we have reafon to apprehend that cHitan will fol- 
*£ low their example, and the effects of our principals in REesHD may be involved - 
** in the general confufion. We therefore entreat that you will obtain permiffion: 
“ of the Russian government, for the Brrrisy factors in GHILAN to thip off 
“* for ASTRACHAN the clota and all other effects under their care, in] cafe their 
‘* apprehenfions of imminent danger from a rebellion, or other realons which the 
© neceffity of the times may fuggeft, fhould determine thofe factors to take this 
** means for the fecurity of their perfons and effects... : : 


© For this end it is neceffary that orders be fent to AsrRacHAN and GHILAN, 
** that thefe factors be affifted with one or two good Russian fhips, paying the 
“¢ freight thereof ; and that all pofiible protection be afforded them on the parts 
** of the Russraw embaffador, governor, conful, &c. both in cuitan and asTRa- 
“© cyan, till fuch time as they fhall find it fafe to return to GHILAN, to finifh the 
** fale of their remaining effects. Delays may be attended with the moft dangerous 
* confequences, nor will the cafe admit of waiting for orders from Lonpon. | 


«We are, Sir, &c. 


- His majefty’s conful being at that time indifpofed, the contents of the letter. 
were communicated to my lord HyNDFoRD, who was not ignorant of our danger; 
and with that care and affiduiry with which his lordfhip always: attended the 
commercial as well as military intereft of this nation in Rwssia, he prefented a. 
memorial to the great chancellor, and the very next day obtained an order for a 
Thip to be fent from asTRACHAN to GHiLAN. Our fears were not ill erounded 3 | 
for about this time, napir, whofe cruelty had rendered him the dread of asta, had 
fuffered a violent death, and left his unhappy people.expoied to thofe miferies which 
he had entailed upon them. a Se SO 


_ THe neceffary orders were difpatched to astRACHAN, and proper inftructions 
given: in confequence hereof the factors in st. PETERSBURG received an anfWer 
from AsTRACHAN, and alfo from Lonpon, in relation to the meafures propofed for 
the fafety of the effects. Thefe circumftances occafioned the following letter from 
the factors in st, PETERSBURG to thofe in GHILAN. 


Fad 


‘© GENTLEMEN, | a - ST. PETERSBURG, feptember 1747: 
** WOU will find by the inclofed, that the proprietors in Lonpon have given 
< us a power of ordering and inftruéting you, in regard to their concerns 


** under your care. The grand object of our attention at prefent is the fecurity 
‘* of their effects. . We fhould be greatly concerned if you were’ conftrained by 
“a fenfe of immediate danger to fhip of your evRopraN effects; but the - 
** plunder,of them would be ftill a greater misfortune. ‘The meafures taken — 
“ by Mr. czorce THompson of ASTRACHAN are very agreeable to us; he 
oO : eo X x2 | ~ § has 


wo. =THE COMPANY’s EFFECTS,.&c. Part V. 
« has fent you a ftout veffel to be ufed as‘a fafe warehoufe, or to bring off your 
effets; or in any other manner you fhall think proper. You mutt be guided by 
the fituation of-affairs in that country. We flatter ourfelves: the danger is over, | 
and that the revolution faid to have taken place, will be attended with many happy 


confequences; and, by creating” a circulation of money, the inhabitants will “be ~ 
delivered from their oppreffions. ee 


a6 


4 


Fad 


> 


¢ 


_, © We apprehend it is neceffary to you as téerchants, who have fio'minifter from 
+ our own fovercign, to defire the protection of the throne, for the . fecurity of © 
your effects, as well as for their more {peedy fale. It there is a new king, 
and you think proper to pay” him your compliments 1n form, attended with a> 
prefent, according to the cuftom of the country, it will be. agreeable to your . 
o* principals ; and we give you full power to act in this, particular as you judge _ 
- moft expedient. . We-only recommend that you thew a proper regard to the — 
‘ unprofperous ftate of the affairs under your care, 7 © © 


* 


. + 


‘ 
- 


td 
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4, 
. * 
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_ «4 As Mr, e:ton’s conduéct has occafioned fo much mifchief and ill blood, we 
“ee defire you, not only to avoid giving any offence to the RuSSTAN government, but . 
to cultivate a perfect underftanding with the minifters and officers of her imperial 
majefty. The regard which was fhewn. you by the russian embafiador in Gur-. 
LAN, is already a proof that. you. act. upon right principles, which your own ¢x-. 


- 


og 


- 


= 
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acs perience will corroborate. « ” 


«THe proprietors are impatient to finifh the fale of their goods, under your 
care, in the beft and moft expeditious manner; and therefore they hope that. 
an offer of goods to the king of PERS1a, at an eafy rate, might engage him 


La 


i 


‘sto take off a large parceh of. gs 


— 


* 


“6¢ Wuetuer forcing a fale can be effected in any fatisfaCtory manner, we know: 
not; but we give you this intimation of their pleafure, that you may act 

according to it:.and we yet flatter ourfelves, that the tedious difburfement, 
and heavy charge attending this trace, will be compeniated _by the future: 
« returns, a 
wo BT +, We are, &c.”* 
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C WAP. LXXV. 


; Confequences o | NADIR. SH AWS death, - The faggors it PERSIA. plundered of eighty 

‘ thoufand pounds, Frefe difturbances in persia. Letier upon this fuljedt from 

the faftors in GHILAN to the factors tn ST. PETERSBURG.-» Anfwer to the above 
Letter. - Letters from the fadfors in GHiLAN to their employers it LONDON, — ~ 


® TADIR was now cut off, and his nephew att KOULI KHAN feized upon the 
. PERStAN diadem, under the name of apit, or the juft: he publifhed Ins 
decrees.and manifeftoes in every quarter of the empire, complaining of the croelty 
‘of his uncle, whole hands were fo deeply ftained with blood, Hie protefied to 
begin hig reign upon other. principles , and, inftead of demanding frefh fubfidies of 
the people, who were languifhing in the extremeit poverty, he. remitted all taxes: 
for a-confiderable time. | ee : 


“As no violent convulfion of the ftate immediately fucceeded upon wania’s death, 
‘and aur had taken pofféffion of the army and treatury without oppofition, we could 
“not but Aatter ourfelves that all was in a ftate of fecurity, and we rejoiced at the 
change of government, ~ which promifed a happy conclufion of. our CASPIAN 

trade : but providence had a chaftifement in referve for us. as the reader will judge - 
‘from an extract of the letter. wrote by the BRITISH factors in GHILAN to the factors: 
_ in ST. PETERSBURG... re | SO 
GENTLEMEN, | — . Resup, february 20, 1748. 
© DY the laft thip that failed for asTRACHAN, in autumn, we had the honor ta- 
“ acquaint you in what manner an offer was made to us by the RUSSIAN. 
86 minifter, of the fhip which Mr. crorce THoMpson fent from’ ASTRACHAN. 
© As it was impoffible for us to fhip the goods in fo fhort a time as the RUSSIAN: 
“ refident limited ; and as accounts from all parts of this empire gave us to expect 
. “ peace and tranquillity, we indulged ourfelves in the hopes of an uninterrupted 
“« fecurity. About two months ago we obtained a decree from ADIL SHAH,, 

‘© dire@ting the governor ACHMED KHAN to take the remainder of our demand. 

“© of aca Hasan for the goods which they had forcibly taken from us fome-time- 
-. © ago, on which about fix thoufand crowns are yet due. It was faid that aca’ 
© wasan and his adherents, reprefented to ap1L SHAH, that when the pretender 
- & saun4, threatened to poffefs himfelf of that place, they took fo much of our. 
“46 effeéts to raife foldiers for its defence; and that the king had ordered the - 
© governor to fatisfy the fufferers as far as eighty thovfand crowns, our of his... 
 « treafury : however, we have not yet recovered any thing. After efcaping a. 
© total deftru€tion, in confequence of Naprr’s death, we thought ourfelves ex-. 
“tremely happy in being almoft the only poffefiors of EUROPEAN commodities, | 
«with an increafing demand, and fecure from any danger, SAUN being taken by: 
“6 AMUR: ASLAN KHAN, and blinded. : So Se , 


r 
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* He.appeared in. armsin sHIRVAN after NADIR’ death. 
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a * . \ . | . . . . . ; | 4 . 
-¢¢ Trp latter end of december the new SHAH arrived in MASANDERAN , tea 


days eafy journey eaftward from . hence. We immediately felt the benefit of his” 
approach, and had reafon to expeCt great fales: “Soon after his arrival, the. 
saan fent for AMUR ASLAN KHAN, who was then at TAVRIS ; but he excuted * 


himéelf, pretending, to be fick : ‘a fecond meffage was fent to him to come as foon as» 


poffible ; he then alledged that the country about sHirvAN being in a rebellious 
difpofition, his prefence with the troops was neceflary: foon after two couriers: 


‘went with prefents to. him from apiL sHaH, prefling him to come with thems’ 


but, inftead of obeying the king’s orders, he killed the couriers. It was reported 
that they had affronted the KHAN. ‘The 15th of january a rumor was ipread,” 
that fome troops were ordered hither, and it was..then ftrongly tufpeéted that 


AMUR ASLAN KHAN had declared againft the king. We endeavoured to get to 


the bottom of the affair, and applied to KouLEFa, formerly the PERSIAN imi- 
nifter at the court of Russra, who was then here: he told us he had indeed that | 
day received intelligence that troops were coming this jway; but if they enters 7 
this province, and were out of the jurifdiction of AMUR. ASLAN KHAN, he 


believed they, would declare for the $HAH, and advifed us to make ourfelves” 


eafy; adding, that patience and a little tithe would bring all things to rights. 


However, we applied to the RUSSIAN refident, defiring a liberty to {hip the moft | 
valuable of our effects on board the RussTAN: veflels then in the port. He antwer-" 


ed, that we might get our MonzY ready to fend on board, but as to Goops he 
‘could not give us any room, having only two {mall fnows ; the fhip which cameé 
to us in autumn being fent to BAKU 35 that he would difpatch a third vefiel which 


was ready to fail for DERBEND, and order her to call. at BAKU, with inftructions | 
for that fhip to come to us immediately. ~The rgth of january in the night, we 
received certain information that. a number of troops were on the road, and 

would arrive the next day, who gave out that they were going to the sHan’s— 
camp. Being thus alarmed, we quitted our houfe, but for want of cattle to 
carry off all our money, we were obliged to fend part of jt to the refident’s - 
quarters. Upon our arrival on board we were informed that one thoufand feven 

hundred men, under the command of RIZA KOULI KHAN, had entered RESHD 
on the day we left it; and having: fent for our warehoule-keeper, demanded of ; 
him where our money was? He told them we had taken it with us; but this | 
‘anfwer not being fatisfactory,. he was three feveral times beaten ; he was alio - 
pricked with packing needles, and threatened. to be burnt, in hopes of extorting 

a confeffion from him: but the KHAN perceiving that the money was not to he 
found, except about feven hundred crowns, which this fervant had in his hands, 
ordered the foldiers to bring him eoods, which they did to about the number | 


of one hundred and fixty bales; when they defired that no more might be taken, | 


as they had as much as they could carry off. “The next evening ACHMED KHAN, 
who went to LaHijon, two days before, and fecretly carried away his valuable 
effects, returned with a few foldiers, at midnight, and attacked the rebels 5 but in 
fo fhameful a manner, that he was foon put to fight. This only ferved to irritate 


them, infomuch that orders were given to plunder and difpofe of all our effects*, 


S$ which 
a At the palace of ASHEREFF, deferibed in chap. SLUT . a 
* In value about eighty thoufand pounds 


ne 


_ Chap LXXV. PLUNDERED BY TH EPERS 1A NS. 943 


“ which they accordingly did -moft effectually. They fold 4 great value at the. 
** moft fcandalous prices, as raw filk at one crown per barman*, begreft at two, 
** three, or four crowns per piece *, and other goods in proportion; by which ° 
** means they readily found buyers, who have either conveyed the goods out of the 
** province, or fecreted them, Ce A 


* 


_** As foon as we were informed that the rebels had quitted the place, and marched’ 
“‘ for Taveis, and that forces were fent by ADIL SHAH in purfuit of them, we 

“* returned to our. houfe, which exhibited only naked walls’ We have applied to | 
“© the people hereto procure the reftitution of fuch goods as can be difcovered ; 

“and they Bive us fair words, but we have not been able to collect above feven. 

*s hundred pieces. _ | ; a | i 


Lie 


_ ‘** Pus rebels are flopped at KESKAR by the peafants, and now furrounded by the 
“King’s troops: the forces which were fent by AMUR ASLAN KHAN to their re~ 
** lief, have deferted, and come over to the sHan’s party. “Upon this news we 
“* petitioned the sHan’s general to take care of our affairs - he immediately defired 
one of us to come to him, and Mr. vAN MIEROP. accordingly. fet out yefterday, 
“We hear thefe rebels have made ule of our goods as a breaft-werk, and to. 
“ cover them from the weather; fo thar we fear whatever is found will be of 


“* Tittle value. te 


~— 


ti 


“Tx only hopes we have at prefent are in the clemency and juftice of the saan~ 
“ to whom we fhall apply as foon as affairs are fettled. Thus, gentlemen, you: 
** fee to what a miferable Ytate your affairs are reduced: we fuipect that fome. 
_™ people here have acted contrary to their profeffions, for it is certain they are now — 
_ “ poffeiled of great quantities.of our goods. The very inpran merchants, who. 
“are pacans, bluth at the condué of the “cuRisTrans; but fear -reftrains us 
““ from faying more at prefent. It is highly probable, from inany circumftances, 
** that ACHMED KHAN, the governor of this place, was in the confpiracy. When _ 
“RIZA KOULT KHAN, the commander of the rebels, heard. that acHMED KHAND 
“ was coniing to attack him; he produced letters in. the prefence of our warehoufe-._. 
“ keeper, wherein he faid ACHMED KHAN. had invited him, and declared that the- 
“end of his coming was. not to make himfelf matter of the province, but of the: ¢ 
“ money and effects of the FRANKS, meaning us; and alfo of thofe of aca Ma-. ~ 
‘““ HOMMED, the sHan’s merchant... |. — re 


“ Tue “quantity of filk we have. loft upon this occafion amounts to eighteen: 
“© thoufand crowns*. Our money {till remains on board the fhip; for between. 

“ open enenmies and falfe friends, we do not know where to truft ourfelves, or it. 

“ God fend us a happy deliverance from this fcene of mifery ; and in expectation. - 
_ of your countfel and inftru€tions we remains = a 
er “* GENTLEMEN, your moft humble fervants.” ° 


* Six pence per pound of fixteen ounces. . a ae: One fifteenth part of the value. 
* Which would Haye produced eight thoufand five hundred great pounds. © --- : 


4 Pg 
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- ps We have received intelligence that the commander of the rebels at KESKAR 

‘© is taken, and his forces put to the fword; that the king’s troops have feized 
_-  ypon all the eoods found in the hands of the rebels, which they have divided ° 
- © among themfelves as fpoil.” re ne 


We may here ftop and contemplate this picture of peRsran frenzy and per- 
-fidious wickednefs. © Thefe rebels dug up even the floors of the enciisH houfe 
at RESHD; and, as a humorous fpecimen of their havock, threw a quantity of 
-fugar into a well, that difpatch might be made in fweetening the water. Patience © 
is a remedy of great efficacy : here feemed to be no other for the prefent; fo that 
we may indulge reflection, and try to what account it will turn: it threw me ona — 
‘thought which might be impertinent to mention, if I had. not heard it ferioutly 
maintained, that national gain may arife from the Jofs of private merchants, pro- 
viding that lofs is in our manufactures. In proof of this PROFOUND DOCTRINE 1¢ 
is alledged, that the labour for which the ‘artificers have been paid, vaftly exceeds. 
the price of the original material ; and that if we get home fo much as the original . . 
material is worth, the national ‘intereft receives no hurt. This is too deep a fpecu- _ 
Jation for me, | confefs, efpecially while I feel for my friends who fuffer. I prefume 
our riches arife from our labour as well as materials, and that the whole. commu- | 
nity fuffers, in proportion to the calamities which happen to a part of it; and the 
greater the part which fuffers, the ‘greater the misfortune. “rhe good which may - 


© nis cafe happen to fome, in confequence of a lots, by affording. occafion. of a 


frefh employment, can never..be an equivalent for the greater diminution of private 
ftock, becaufe private, ftock. is, without doubt, a part of the riational ftock ; and 
that cannot be true of a patgicular jofs, which, if general, would ruin our mer- 
_ chants, and confequently dittrefs the nation. — If-the end of our labour is fruftrated, 
how is it poffible we can prefper, whilft that labour is acknowledged to be one great 
fource from whence our riches how? . >. | re 

“Ree to return to our hiftory: dreadful as this. news was; tlie clemency of the © 
new king feemed to” promife us reftitution;,fo that we Gattered ourfelves with the 
fame’ fuccefs as we had obtained at ASTRABAD four years before: “but it pleafed 
- providence to rebuke us for thefe fanguine expectations, which were hardly well 
formed, when news came that IBRAHIM MYRZAy the king’s brother, was in fe- 
bellion, a Oe ee —_ 

Tur factors in sT. PETERSBURG Now made aniwer to the factors in GHILAN. 


an 


46 GENTLEMEN, | | ogy, PETERSBURG, May 1Jy 1748. 
| “'T HE melancholy account cf the. fituation of your houle, contained in your 
i ~ favor of the 2zoth of february, you may eafily imagine gives ‘us the molt 


rm 


¢ fenfible concern ; but we flatter ourfelves that the lofs will be mace good to yor, | 
‘and that your prudent management, joined to the juftice of -your caule, can 
_** hardly fail of obtaining reftitution from the clemency of ADIL SHAH. a 


“A 


- «& As you are the beft judges what means to take for this end, we hope you nave 
<< followed the dictates or your Own reafon and. expeMence 5. and we, learn, by fome 
- : | : 7 s+ accounts 


' ¢¢¢. 


Chap. LXXV, PLUNDERED BY (HE PERSIANS. ~ a4, 


: 4 
“* accounts of the roth’ of march, that you had a fair Profpeét of making this 
ec Important recovery, The revolt, which was further fufpected, being: unknown 
"* tO us in any circumftance, we cannot make any reflections on it. What the 
“© company at home wil] determine, you will hear foon ; but you muft not hefi. 
*" tate to act as the circumttances of the times may require. This Unhappy affair. 
“* as the greater fhock to US, as we had entertained the moft fanguine hopes of your. 
“* making large returns. 5, _.. * We are, GENTLEMEN, yours, &c,?? oo 
Iv is eafy to conceive in what manner the C@SPTAN traders in tonpow received. 
the melancholy news of the total plunder of their factory in pep Sta; but the follow- - 
ing letter from their faGors iN RESHD to their factors in sr, PETERSBURG, afforded 
{ome confolation. ©. = - | | : 


“SIRS, SO ~ Resup, april 4y 1748. 
“6 AS an embaffador from apr SHAH to the court of RUSSIA 18 going to 45- 


“ TRACHAN, we embrace this Opportunity to inform you of what has occurred 
46 fince our laft, — . ee oe - a op a , _ 

. *¢ In regard to the sman’e orders for collecting our plundered goods and retura. 
ing them to us, nothing further has been executed s and the {mall quantity men- 
tioned to be délivered to us is not worth above twelve or fourteen hundred 
“ crowns.-. ACHMED KHAN declares that he had delivered four hundred and feven- 
* ty pieces of our poods to the king’s merchant, in lieu of his goods loft; and the | 
 reft which he has collected, being moitly damaged, he does not think worth the 
“* delivery : the truth is, he has fold 4 great part of them, and the remainder were 
“* given in payment of his own debts.” In cafe apr, SHAH fhould be pleated to pay 
“* us for the effeéts loft, we think it not fafe to keep the money here ; to invett it in. 
“ raw filk cannot be done in lefs than three racoltas > and to let it remain on fhip- 
“* board in. an open road fo long a time, is alfo very dangerous; for the{s reafons we 
think it beft to fend it to ASTRACHAN. Bat in this cafe a difficulty arifes, whether. 
“ at-will be fuffered to return, as there ig a prohibition to export any money from 
“ RuSsta. We have difcourfed with the Russian refident on this fubject, and he 
“ thinks our cafe very different from that of exporting money, and makes no doubr - 
‘but it will be permitted. — | ee : - | 


* 


$ 
¢ 


“~ 


— “ WE cannot reafonably expedt your anfwer before winter ; therefore we write to 
~ “ Mr. conful wourr, and the factors at sr. PETERSBURG, tO give us immediate 
** orders, “which in the mean time we fhall obferve, | a 


“Tue colle&or of the cuftoms, who arrived lately, informs us, that when he 
| “* was in the camp he heard that the minifters were willing and ready to accommo- - 
“ date our affairs, but that the fuccefs would be attended with a great expence, 
“* In cafe the suan Pays us in gold, it will be difficult to get it exchanged for filver 
" to purchafe filk, and this commodity is chiefly purchafed with filver, and very 
“* little gold can be Put off that way. fhe pays in filver, it will be dificult te, 
| v: a: mercantile term for the annual growth of certain productions, 7 : ‘§ : 
: O oT 2 y | “ a, 
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© pet fuch a fum exchanged for gold, without giving an advance thereon ; and 
“« gold, as you will fee hereunder, is the mott profitable of the two, if any of the 
“© merchants concerned chufe to have their returns in {pecie, The gold currency 

«© of PERSIA JS, VIZ0- Cn BO 

«© Muker ducats current at 6 crowns a weigh 2 2, mufcals”. 

Leffler dittos - - tvue 7 ~ 5 F oR a 
«“ PJalf crowns or rupies, GGd denaers and abaifies, are in general pretty equal at 
-. & prefent, as few old ones, which are more weighty, now remain.” 7 : 





CH A P. LXXVI 


The caspian tradérs apply for bis majefty’s letter to ADIL sua. The king’s letter to 
_ that prince. ADIL SHAH “promifes reftitution, but is dethroned by bis brother 1BRaA- 
aim. Lester from the factors in GHILAN to the faélors in ST. PETERSBURG, 
+ witha further account of the diftradtion of the times. Exton ¢fcapes an affaffi- . 
- mation, | | ° ge 


NDER thefe flattering expectations, the CASPIAN traders petitioned his 
‘majefty, fetting forth the ftate of their affairs; and that, as no treaty of com-_ 


> merce exifted between the crowns Of GREAT BRITAIN and persia, they had no 


7 £6 


protection but what arofe from the immediate favor of the PERSIAN monarchs, 
which they prayed his majefty to procure for them. The king, ever ready to fuc- 
cour the diftreffed, granted chem his letter, dated in june 1748, as follows. — | 


| & GEORGE THE sEcoND, by the grace of almighty God, creator of heaven and 
 & earth, KING OF GREAT BRITAIN; PRANCE-and IRELAND, the moft invin- 
«< cible and moft mighty DEFENDER of the CHRISTIAN faith, &c. 


To the sERENE, moft POTENT, and moft RENOWNED prince ADIL sHAH, king 
Co of PERSIA, MEDIA and ARMENIA, &c. 7 


The moft high exalted prince in ample honor and dignity, fends kind falutations 
_ _ | ® and wifhes of health and happinefs. * 
“© Most NOBLE AND MOST MIGHTY PRINCE, 7° 
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WY E have lately received with great pleafure, by the governor and company 
at of our royal mercharits trading to RussIa, and through RUSSIA tO PERSIA, 
the welcome news of your happy acceffion to the throne of the PERSIAN empire. 
‘© We could not defer fending you thefe our royal letters, to teftify the particular 
joy and” fatisfaction with which we received the account of your ferenity’s 
‘elevation to that high degree of power and dignity + upon.which we congratulate 


s§ you 


at 
4 


~ 


- @ crown weighs 5 mufcals of filver.: ~ » 63 moufcals=os ounce troy. oe 
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** you in the moft friendly and affeCtionate manner, and with your ferenity may 
“* enjoy it during the courfe of many years, with all happinels and profperity. 


_.  Qur faid governor and company of our royal merchants having reprefented™ 
‘“ ¢9 us that they have received advices from the factors refiding at REsHD, that in 
“* the month of january lait a party of rebels had plundered them of all their goods. 
“© and merchandize, both woollen, .as well as filk which they had provided as’ 
“* returns, to the amount of feveral hundred thoufand mildenaers; and that they 
had but juft time to efcape with their lives, and part of what money they had 
** by them, on board a veffél then riding at anchor in- that port: they have © 
* therefore befought us to recommend this affair to you; and to defire that all - 
re{titution, juftice, and ample fatisfaction ‘may be made to them ; and likewife 
— * that you grant to them your protection for their perfons and effects from any in- 
** fults or violations for the future. a 
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‘¢ We have thought fit to acquaint your ferenity therewith, and defire that. 
you will favor our merchants, as abovementioned, with your royal countenance 


“ and protection; not doubting but that your ferenity will, upon the receipt - 
“© of thefe our royal letters, caufe juftice to be done to our company and merchants.’ 


“ 


« Justice being the glory of princes, we can make no doubt of your ferenity’s - 
*“ ready compliance with this our requett, efpecially as the trade carried on by our. 
“* fubjects in’ persia, tends fo highly to the mutual advantage of both nations, 
and requires fome particular marks of your favor and {upport. . And we hope, 
“as our merchants are ftrangers in your empire, and place their intire dependence - 
- “in your favor and protection, your ferenity will hear them favorably, and 
_“ redrefs any grievances they may now reprefent, or at any time hereafter have jutt 
“* caule to lay before you. We rely on your royal favor and juflice, and conclude 
with repeating our wifhes of health and .true happinefs to your ferenity and royal | 
© family, &e. os ® Your affectionate friend. | Sign’d GR.” 
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Tass mark of his majefty’s tender concern could not poffibly produce any effe&; ~ 
for though atr had many good qualities, he wanted thofe which were the moft | 
— effential, Exalted with the notion of delivering persia from tyranny, and re. _ 
ceiving the crown as his reward; he abandoned himfelf to his favorite intoxica- 
ting gratifications of women and trong liquors; by which means he became an 
eafy prey to the ambition of his brother izranim. After aur had reigned about | 
twelve months, 1BRAHIM afpiring to the crown; colleéted a body of forces; and 
both armies meeting, ALi was taken prifoner and blinded ; and the lofs of his eyes 
_ threw a.total darknefs on the profpect which the caspian traders had of the reco- 
very of their.lofs from him. a , os | 
_ ‘Tuts event banifhed the factors a fecond time from their houfe at Resp to _. 
_ENZELLEE, where they might the more eafily fecure the poor remains of their plun« 
dered fortunes. From hence, after acquainting the factors in sr, pererspurt of 
the defeat of ADIL sHAR*, they wrote as follows. Ce 
_ | . | wo , ¥Y y 2 24, | oe ee GEN- 


* The reader will remember that ALI. KoULI KHAN took the name of abit. | 


ga8 THE CASP IAN TRADER SsAPPL ¥, &ce. Par V. 
oo) 86 GENTEEMEN, 7). ote py + BINZELLEE, june 1748. °° 
“ON the 23d of may we retired to ENZELLDE 4 fecond time, onthe report 
“6 of the arrival of a new governor on the part of IBRAHIM MYRZA‘*, with 
&6 fome troops. -The fecond inftant we received news from RESHD, that ASKERS 
&“ xpyan, lately MYRZA ASKER, was arrived there with one hundeed andeighty men, - 
« with order to collect fuch monies as belonged to~the crown and the great men. 
‘© Our interpreter, whom we had purpofely left in RESAD TO feé what pafied, came 
«© tous, and brought a letter from ASKER! “HAN; in which he acquainted us that 
‘© he was very forry to hear of our jofies ‘and {uferings, and ready to do us alk 
& poffible fervice : that he had a decree from IBRAHIM myrza, which he would 
. 6¢ deliver to us as foon as we came tO rown. ‘On the gd we returnedyan an{wer, 
- ® and acknowledged our obligations for his profeffion of friendfhip ; and that, as 
- &¢ foon as. we had finifhed the bufinefs we were obliged to perform, we would wait 
-! et on him, for we think it fafeft to wait a few days, and fee how affairs are con- 
s¢ duéted by him.” They then recount the difficulties they labour under, in regard 
to the fafety of their money, it appearing to be the chief aim of the RUSSIAN 
refident to oblige them to leave PERSIA with it; and continue thus: “ The 1 4th 
86 of may we wifited the KHAN, who, after delivering IBRAWIM’S decree, affured 
s ays we had nothing to fear, and might depend on his cood-will, . Fe then fent - 
‘s feveral merchants to look at the: cloth returned to us by MEHTI KOULI KHAN, 
_ * and to aprec for the price of it. On the rath inftant ® the refident came to town 
& to fix his dwelling at ENZELLEE, and the next day he fent a letter to our THOMP- 
46 sow and WILDER, f0 acquaint them hat he had received advice that four hundred 
+ foldiers were fent by the KHAN tO KISKAR, and defired them to. confider. whether 
« i¢ would not be bett to retire from the place. They anfwered, that they would — 
“* confider of the matter. Upon which he expreffed his great.concern for Mr. van. 
& MIEROP, Who was at RESHD : adding, that if we had any bales or parcels to fhip, — 
we muft do it immediately, ‘for in cafe of a necellity to leave PERSIA, he fhould » 
not otherwife be able to give us any tonnage. Care eet Bite 
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t: © On the 17th Mr. van MIEROP returned from RESHD, and waited on the 
_.  refident. We defired of him, that at leaft two chefts, containing our money, — 
* might remain here until the departure of the laft fhip from hence; and if we 
« fhould then think it necefiary to fend it to ASTRACHAN, that we might have 
_ + tonnage for it... It appears to Us that all poffible methods are practifed to frighten 
_. and induce us to fend our money and effects from hence, that the refident may 
& be fole mafter of the filk market; and ‘f fome favorable circumftance does 
“not encourage us,to return to our houfe, it will be of very little confequence 
"to us who has the market, for were we Co purchafe fik we know not where: 

to truft it, | re ce 


aL. 


_° Wurst the srrrisn factors in CHILAN were thus complaining of their fufferings, 
_ -the reader perhaps will be curious.to know what became of ELTON, during thefe revo- 
*~ Jutions. Napir’s deathdid not intirely quath his hopes ; \being perfonally known to 


ri 


77a Pte never took’the name of suan, but only myRza OF prince. “Wane, 


Chap. DXXVIL. THE BRITISH FACTORS LEAVE PERSIA. 349 ° 
ALI KOULI KHAN, he expected protection from him ; and, contrary to the belief of 
his friends in rurope, he received affurances of being Supported by that prince, from 

_ whom he alfo received a prefent. . Aur, who began to court the friendthip of Russi, 
would hardly have purfued his uncle’s defign of building fhips, knowing, if he 
knew any thing, that the russrans would never fubmit to its being brought to * 
maturity, ‘The peafants of .cuitan fubfcribed to it as litrle as the RUSSIANS; 
infomuch that upon the occafion of naprr’s death, they attempted to deftroy - 
_ £LTON, and a ball was actually fhot through fome part of his cloathing : but, as 

_ he efcaped the fate of his matter NADIR, he furvived axt’s fortune alfo; and the 
_ reputation of his abilities having reached rpranrM, this prince likewife affured him - 
(of his protection, . > | OS 
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The BRITISH faclors in Guitan return home. Their letter upon this occafion.. They | 
», arrive at sve PETERSBURG. The whole ansount of ibé CASPIAN trade from its kirk. 


. eftablifoment.. | 


| T HE factors in persia now thought it high time to look towards their native’ 
A Country; and, as there was but little profpect of being ferviceable to their. - 
principals, to provide for the fecurity of their own perfons, by removing from a | 
_ dcene of mifery and diftrefS. Mr. van MIEROP and Mr. cHaRLES THOMPSON pre- 
_ pared to return home to gurope, ‘for which purpofe they had received inftruétions. 
Their letter to che srivisn factors in ST. PETERSBURG, beft explains the nature of 
. their circumftances at this time. 7 es 
Lon 7 Dee re, Dos, ee : Cha lagedcae 7. 
~ * GENTLEMEN, ey ie het Enzerrer, feptember 23, 1748. 7 
“VV E remained at enzeuzee till the 2oth of july, and hearing that rBraHiMe 
“., MyrRza had fent for ascent KHAN, under arreft; thata hew governor was ° 
' “* arrived, and rEsHD become fafer; we ventured to return -home. «.We began — 
“ then to buy filk, and to thip it off as fatt as poffible : the refident informed us... 
** that he.intended to leave RESHD, with all the russtan fhips, on the roth inftant ; 
-““ and if we had any goods to fhip, or intended to go tO RUSSTA, we mutt be ready — 
“ by that time. We defired of him, that, in confideration of the amity’ between 
* the crowns of GREAT BRITAIN and Russia, the fubjects of the former being 
‘* deeply interefted, that a hip might remain here during the winter, for which 
“ we were ready to pay the freight. To this he- anfwered, that without an order 
from his court, he could not let any fhips remain after the roth of feptember. 
“* We are credibly informed that rsnauim myrza has caufed the eyes of his bro- 
ther, the late king, to be put out, and fent troops to attack AMUR ASLAN KHAN, 
“ making flaw marches that way himéelf. os ) 2 
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| On the 19th inflant we went to ENZELLEE, and defired the refident to gran: 
“ tonnage for-our ilk on boatd of two fhips, in order to divide the rifk; but 


‘ ta 
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66 he anfwered, that he had referved one for himfelf and his friends, and the other 
& for the conful and the trade; therefore we muft put all on board that fhip. As 
* we appeared determined rather to remain behind than leave our effects, he con- 
«6 fented that this fhip fhould remain till the 2oth, provided we would be ready . 
«at that time; to which we agreed. About noon the governor of RESHD was 
ce eaken under arreft, and his houfe plundered by two colonels and a party, fup- 
© pofed to be in the intereft of AMUR ASLAN KHAN, This circumfiance, ‘joined to 
«& the diftraCted condition of the country in general, and the intended departure of | 
— & all the fhips for Russia, induced us to fend the money uninvefted, by our 
“S mMIEROP and THOMPSON. . : rt We are, oe.” 


re 
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_*. Mrssigurs mierop 4nd taompson accordingly left PERsta, leaving their part- 
ner Mr. witper behind; they brought with them about thirty-three thoufand 
~ crowns value in raw filk, and as much more in gold and filver. The month fol- . 
- Jowing they arrived in ASTRACHAN 3 but, for want of a regular correfpondency on 
- the part of the adventurers, it was the end of july the next year before they arri- — 
ved at sv. PeTERSBURG: and here they were detained a whole year, on account of 

the jealoufy of fome of their principals. - 7 So, | _ 


7 


Peruaps it may be imagined, that the entire amount ‘of atradein’ which above 


| ‘one hundred and fifty perfons were concerned, and in which the ballance of the 
~~ account plundered was fo very confiderable, fhould be greater than we reaily find it. 


The whole export of cloth and EuRO- 
.. PEAN goods, for account of the 

"BRITISH CASPIAN traders, brought 
> into persia, coft as follows. | | 





1743." woe ee 


~The whole import of raw filk, accord- 


_ingto the value in PERSIA. 
a ae _. crowns. — 


= Sm 720,000 





—_ crowns.) |] 1744 7 oF tt tt §0,000 
. — 7 co | . ; 1745 - 7 —_ - ew ele 7 «= 62,000 
1742... 486 parcels 170,000|| 1746 = 0+ + - 2 («#5 50,500 
_ 174.3 ~ 414 ditto 144,900|| 1747 .- - = = * = * 13,000 
1744". . 299 ditto 102,050|}.1748 <5 #5  - = © © 42,000 
17452: value ~~ 252,942 |) 1749 0 * = tt ot 33,000 
- 4746 . ditto. e 20,000]; in money. -~ oy = » 33,000 
ee er a _ re 7 —_ | a 
s fixya6a3, Ggoag2t| 930375 


; 373,500 


-... Tue price of raw filk rifing ‘much beyond its ordinary value, it may be eafily 
calculated that the profits on this trade were very confiderable, and equal to the 
rifk, however great this may appear. A batman of sHERBAFF filk, containing 8 
pounds of 24 ounces, being bought. for about 16 crowns -the charges 34 per. 
—ceent. till delivered for fale, brings it to about’ 15s, 6d. per pound; and fuch 
fk reached the price of 28 fhillings+; confequently thofe who came early into 
_.this trade, or fent the’moft proper goods, may not have fuffered very much, . | 

eS Ce ee CHAP. 
. ® Yt may however be at 18s, again, if we g-t a large fapply from other countries. 9 
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 detter to a friend, the clofe of which, 
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CC H AP, LXXVIIL: 
wtracl of the author's letter to a friend, exbibiting a fummary view of the BRITISH 
“casPIAN trade from its oftablifbment , with remarks on the bebaviour of the RUSSIAN 


' vefident and fubjetts, to the BRITISH fadfors in GHILAN, on occafion of the plunder. 


a| KNOW not how to give the reader an abridgment of this narrative, and at. 


the fame time explain the conclufion of the cataftrophe, than by the following. 
being the. part moft material to my prefent. 


purpofe, explains in what manner people are liable to be treated, even by their very 
good friends as well as their enemies; and how particular circumitances may expoile 
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the fubjects.of any prince to the moft unworthy ufage. 


«SIR, | OT. PETERSBURG, december 1749. . - 
S tothe antiquity of the caspran commerce I never difcovered that we had 
any trade over that fea, except a fmall trial made in the fixteenth century, ~ 

gin with the proper date of our late attempt, you muft remember that his 
prefent majelty renewed a treaty of commerce with ANNA IVANOWNA in 1934, 
by. which a liberty of this trade is granted.. You know that the parliament 
Of GREAT BRITAIN pafled an ain 1741, granting a liberty to fuch perfons as 
are free of the Russia company, to import the raw filk of PERSIA into GREAT 
BRITAIN, in return for BRITISH manufactures fold in persta;: in confequence. 
whereof, from 1741, to 1745, were fent one hundred and feventy thoufand pounds 
value intO PERSIA, 0 +} . a . 
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6 Tn 1743, JOHN ELTON, One of our. factors In’ PERSIA, engaged himfelf as a 


fhip-builder in the fervice of napiR SHAH, which offended the russians; and 
at length occafioned a decree of the russtan court, publifhed in 1746, pro- . 
hibiting this trade. The cruelties of wapin sHan had involved his people in 
fuch extreme mifery, that hardly the moft trivial fales could be made by the -: 
BRITISH factors in the north of persia from 1744 to 1747: in june 1747 NADIR - 
fuffered a violent death; his nephew axi then mounted the throne, and trade. 
inftantly began to revive; but in january following aMUR ASLAN KIIAN, a coufin 
of NADIR, revolting from ant, fent a body.of his forces, and pillaged the 
BRITISH. factors in RESHD to the value of eighty thoufand pounds. - Att foon— 
defeated thofe rebels, and declared his intentions to do us juftice; but his bro- 
ther ¥BRAHIM MYRZA alfo revolting, aLi was taken prifoner and blinded. — 


9 You muft obferve, that the fovercigns of russta having been matters of . 
GHILAN from 1722 to 1731, are ftill confidered with a refpeétful regard, and — 


the perfons and- houfes of their minifters are ufually facred to the inhabitants of 
that province. The good underftanding between GREAT BRITAIN and RUSSIA, : 


and the repeated promifes of protection received from the RUSSIAN Court, in- 


© clined © 
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é< clined our merchants at home and: their faGors in PERSIA to expect not only protec- 
“ tion and jutftice, but kindnefs and friendfhip from the RusstAN refident and fubjects. 
S¢ in PERSIA. But the contrary happened; for 1 am well affured, that feveral 
« fybjects of that empire were actually. partners in the plunder, if receiving the 
« ftolen goods can make them fuch, OS 8 


tha 


se Amur ASLAN KHAN having thus rebelled againft a1, this robbery might, = 
in refpect to the declared fubjeéts of that prince, be deemed an hoftile plunder 
“ only; but his taking the effects of ftrangers, who in confidence of the laws 
ss of hofpitaliry came Into PERSIA [0 trade, and neither provoked nor refitted, | 
“s nor any ways oppofed the invaders, makes this capture an abfolute robbery; _ 
« confequently the goods ought in_juftice to be confidered as ftolen, and thofe © 
who bought them as buying ftolen goods. To buy fuch goods, with a view to 
profit, by the diftrefs of him who is robbed, is certainly againit all laws human 
‘and divine; and contrary to the friendfhip and alliance of the prince whofe 
«* fubjeéts are robbed, and of him whofe fubjects buy fuch ftolen goods. 
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46 ue paffions of men in all countries betray them often tnto unwarrantable 
etvexceffes; but the civilized part ef mankind have generally fuch impreflions of 
«moral duties, as feldom to violate their confcience without giving fome marks of 
<¢ compunction. “The Russian refident was fo far afraid or afhamed, as to difown 
«¢ he had bought any of the goods; as did the other fubjects of RUSSIA; but a. 
/ % great part of thofe eoods, I am affured, were feen in-their poffeffion, and paru- 
| cularly in the refident's houfe : and when the fatter Mr. vAN MIEROP, offered - 
‘6 the russrans payment of the value they had given for thefe goods, they itil 


‘ 


_ * alledged that they had not purchafed any fuch. 
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s¢ Tie impreffions which the honeft part of the PERSIANS received from the 


« violation of juftice in taking thefe effeéts, appears by the conduct of AGA MIR 


*- 


2 «© caspini, and his partner HAHDGEE MEHTIE. Thele men had made a profit. of 


Fl 


four hundred crowns, on a purchafe of fome plundered cloth 3 the HAHDCEE. 
declared apainft fuch gain, as contrary to reafon and religion, and gave notice 
thereof to our factors, who, in confideration of the great rifk in tranfporting the | 
goods to the place where they had been fold, divided the profits with them. 
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- @ Ty -what manner the fpirit of chriftianity infpires the true profeffors thereof with 
the love of juftice and humanity, beyond the doctrine of MAHOMMED, 38 very 
evident to real cHRisTIANs who have lived amongit MAHOMMEDANS hut neither 
the cHRISTIAN refident nor the CHRISTIAN merchants, in this inftance, acted in: 
the fame manner a8 HAHDGRE MEHTIE. | oO — 
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‘ You know, Sir, I was plundered at ASTRABAD, in a rebellion againft NADIR 
“ suan ina744.. The rebels carried the farce fo far as to give mé an obligation. 
st for the amount of the goods taken, promifing payment thereof; which plainly 
«© fhewed they did not think they had any right to feize the soods of a ftrangers 
becaufe they rebelled againft their fovereien; how much leis can the purchale 
of the goods in queftion be warranted as legal ° | -_ CO 
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Chap. LXYXIX. ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN A LARGE, &c. 353 - 
' Poe russtan court has feized pERsran effects in RuSs1a to indemnify RUSSIAN 
_“* merchants who loft effects by plunder in persta. I am perfuaded therefore that 
“* this court would not acquiefce in the conduct of her refident towards us; . But the 
** queftion is, if thefe injuries done us by the refident and his people, were proved in - 
**a, proper manner, which will require fome {kill and expences for the RUSSIANS, . 
“who are proper and legal evidences, ate accomplices, whether it would avail 
to obtain reftitution? Perhaps the refident might be punifhed in a pecuniary 
““ way, without any benefit to us. Inquifitions concerning great illegal gains are 
** things very much out of fafhion, even in limited monarchies, and where laws 
“© are faid to be revered, and the execution of them confidered as - bulwarks of 
** property ; I am afraid you find it fo,: But you will pleafe to obferve, that I am 
** told the purchafe of the goods in queftion, and retaining them, notwithftanding 
“* the value paid was offered to be returned, is a warrantable act, and that men 
‘‘ have a right to make their fortune by fuch means, when occafion offers. If 
thofe who might &e appointed our advocates in this affair thould happen to Be 
of this opinion, a complaint would be over-ballanced by a vexatious profecu- 
“tion to no purpofe; but you are at liberty to take what meatures you pleafé, 
ST am forry that it is not id my power to give you any relief; if ic was, I know 
*' My own opinion as well as inclination, aud a”. very much, mo a ae 
~ Sir, yours, &c. 
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SHAHROKA prevails over 1pRAHIM.. The hing writes to sHauRoKH SHAK. Diftrace 
tions inpeRsta. Ac of parliament to encourage the growth of filk in our AMERICAN 
plantations. A large fupply of this commodity propofed from cuina. AS for 
repealing the duties upon CHINA raw filk,  - oe , | 

HOUOGH all the sririsy factors except one had left cuitay, the casPran 

. T traders did not abandon all hopes of the recovery of their lofs. The rebel 
_ AMUR ASLAN KHAN, the author of the unhappy plunder of our factory, was foon - 

atter feized by rpRAuIM, on the weftern coafl of the CasPIAN, and put to ‘death.. 

In the mean time sHAHROKH waschofen king at MEscueED, and fupported by a very © 

‘powerful party. . This news carried rnranim back; but his fortune was foon rever- 
ied by the defertion of his army, and his total defeat. Whether sHanRoKH was‘ 
of the biood royal, is very hard to determine; however he was received as fuch, 
and bid fair to eftablifh himfelf on the throne of persia; therefore the casPraN 
traders thought proper again to petition the king for his lJetter,. and his majefty 
was pleafed, for the fourth time, to comply with their requeft, being, about the — 
month of january 17403 but as this letter, the change of name excepted, is almoft 
verbatim what was wrote to ADIL sHAH, the reader will excule my inferting it. 

Vou... oe “- £22 : 0 Paar 
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“Tat no means fhould be left: untried to obtain a recovery of the lofs which, the 
casptan traders had fuftained in persia, the enGLssH factors in sT. PETERSBURG, 
on the behalf of their principals, united in fending a perfon of reputation, with, 
orders to aét in concert with Mr. RICHARD WILDER In PERSIA, intending to recon- 
cile certain difficulties which had arifen among the adventurers ; and apprehending 


-that by granfying both parties, there might be a coalition of intereft; and that this 


would be the beft means of preferving that unanimity, without which a folicitation. 


- for the recovery would be attended with. infuperable difficulties, fhould the PERSIANS: 
| difcover any animofities, or even jealoufies amoneft the fufferers. With regard: 


to their refpective lofes they had now but one common intereft: but here again: 


we had proof of ‘the great want of regulations, and what perplexities commercial: 


affairs in asia are fubject to, if left free and open; or with the appearance of a. 
body corporate, without the fubftance of it 2 a 


ta 


+ Laws amoneft CHRISTIANS in EUROPE, as I have already obferved, differ 


extremely from MAHOMMEDAN governments, and the frequent violations of juftice 


'. in practice amoneft the. latter, renders a more than comuion vigilance neceflary 


to the good conduct of trade. ‘ In EuROPE every man has a right of claim: accord- 


ng to the laws of the country he is in, fuch regard being had at the fame time to | 
| aprivate agreements, OF the authority of the conful of his own nation, as has been. 


a7 
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. wy the government, inclined the faétors and merchants to attempt a recovery at the 
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-: Tse diftractions having cofitinued already for five years, the cultivation of raw. 


er 
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found productive of the general good of the whole factory or community: but in 
asta there mutt be fome regulations independent of the national government. 
or animofity and confufion inevitably enfue; fo at leaft we found. it in the CASPIAN. 
trade: a 7 a | ae | 


- ‘To wave this ungrateful part of our ftory,, I muft obferve that the fuccefs: the: 
merchants had at ASTRABAD, tne remembrance of the promifeof api sHAH, the- 


a(farance that PERSIA abounded in money, likewiie that SHAHROKH was eftablifhed 


rifk of fome expence. The antient laws of persta alfo favoured this defign; 
however Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, who was charged with the king’s letter laft mentioned,, 
found it unneceffary to proceed any farther than RUSSIA, PERSIA being ftill torn with. 
inteftine commotions. -Befides, it may be prefumed that.a great part of the INDIAN. 
treafure is either carried out of persia or diffipated in fuch a manner as to leave: 
no hopes of accomplifhing any recovery. SS 


. ‘nay e 


fik in pexsra, has been alfo much neglected". Many other reafons concurred to 
raife the price of this commodity, to the prejudice of the nation. Under thefe 


-cireumftances the BriTisH parliament was induced to try if our own. plantations 


could produce it, and accordingly an act was pafied as follows,. in the ewenty-third. 
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year of his majefty’s reign, ‘being 1750. ©” - 
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s@ The ARMENIANS and RUSSIANS have for fome years paft imported hardly atenth part of the ufual: 
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‘Chap. LXXIX. SUPPLY OF SILK IN GREAT BRITAIN. 355° 
An act for encouraging the culture of ‘raw filk in his majelty’s colonies 
4 Fa _© or plantations in AMERICA. — 2 


| HEREAS it will greatly tend to the increafe and improvement of the 
Gk manufactures of this kingdom, to encourage the growth and culture. 
“of filk in his majefty’s dominions in AMERICA} may it therefore pleafe your — 
“ majefty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the king’s moft excellent 
« majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords {piritual and temporal, 
«¢ and commons, in -this prefent parliament afflembled, and by the authority of the 
fame, that from and after the twenty-fourth of june 1750, it fhall and may be 
lawful to import any raw filks of the growth and culture of any of his majefty’s 
colonies or plantations in AMERICA, directly from thence into the port of Lonpon, 
without paying any fubfidy, cuftom, impofition, or other duty whatfoever for 
the fame; fo as a due entry be firit made thereof in’ the cuftom-houle, at the, 
 .& time of importation, and in the fame manner and form (expreffing the package, © 
4 marks, and numbers, together with the quantities and qualities of the reipective _ 
. * poods) as was ufed and prattifed before the making of this act; and fo’ as the 
 & fame. be landed in the prefence of and examined by the proper officer or © 
...% officers of the cuftoms appointed for that purpofe; and fo as the fame be imported 
.* in fhips or veffels, that may lawfully trade to his majefty’s plantations, ‘manned 
as by law is required ; and on failure of the faid conditions or directions herein 
« Jaft mentioned, fuch filks thall be liable to the payment of the refpective duties, - - 
-& as if this aét had mever been made. _ oe a ca 


: ce ProvipED always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that. 


“by this aét, every merchant or other perfon or perfons whatioever, who fhall, 7 
after the twenty-fourth of june 1750, load any raw filk on board any fhip or 
vefiel, in any of the BritisH colonies or plantations in america, thall, before 
the clearing out of the faid fhip or veffel from thence, make proof, on oath, 
before the collector and comptroller of the cuftoms, and naval officer, at the port 
“ or place where fuch ‘raw filk fhall be put on board, or any two of them, that’ 
the raw filk, which he, fhe, or they hath or have fhipped on board the faid 
‘ fhip or vefiel (expreffing the quantity . thereof) is bona fide of the growth and» 
culture of fome or,one of the BRirisu colonies or plantations in AMERICA, 
expreffing the parifh or place in fuch plantation where the fame was cultivated 
‘and produced, and by whom, producing fuch perfon’s oath thereto made before 
the governor of fuch ifland or province, or before the next juftice of the peace 
(which oath the faid governor, or juftice of the peace, collector and comptroller - 
of the cuftoms, and naval officer, or any two of them, are hereby required 
«¢ and impowered to adminifter without fee of reward) and the mafter, commander, 
. or other perfon, taking charge of the fhip or veflel, on board which fuch raw 
fille fhall be loaded, fhall alfo bring with him a certificate or certificates from 
fuch collector and comptroller of the cuftoms, and naval officer, or any two of 
them, as aforefaid, under their hands and feals of office (which certificate or 
4 wertificates, fuch colleGtor and compuralier of the cuftoms, and naval officer, 
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‘n order to intitle the importer and importers of raw filk to the exemption intended — 


456. + ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN A LARGE» Panv. 


*6 are hereby required and directed to grant without fee or reward) expreffing the: 
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marks, number, tale, and weight of the raw filk, in each bale, parcel, or. / 
other package whatfoever, fo fhipped or loaded on board fuch fhip or veffel,. 
with the names, place or places of abode of the exporter or exporters thereof, 
from the faid eririsu colonies or plantations in america; and the name or. 
names, place or places of abode of fuch other. perfon or perfons, who fhall have: 
fworn the goods therein mentioned to have been of the growth and culture of the: 
faid gRiTisH colonies or plantations In AMERICA 5 and the name or names of the: 
perfon or perfons to whom the fame are configned in the port of Lonpon, which: 
certificate or certificates, the faid mafter, commander, or other perfon. taking: 
charge of fuch thip or veffel, fhall, on his arrival in the faid port of tonpon,: 
deliver to the collector, comptroller, or other chief officer of his majelty’s: ’ 
cuftoms at the faid port, at or before the entry of the faid raw flk; and at the: 
fame time fhall. make oath before any one of them the faid collector, comptroller, 
or chief officer of his majefty’s cuftoms (who are hereby required and impowereds ° 
to adminifter the fame without fee or reward) that the faid bales and parcels, andi 
goods contained in fuch certificate, are the fame bales and parcels, and goods,: . 
as were taken on board in the faid pririsu colonies or plantations in AMERICA 3; __ 
and if any raw filk of the growth and culture of the BritisH colonies. or. 
plantations in america, bhail, after the faid twenty-fourth day of june 1750, bes. 


imported as herein before mentioned, without fuch certificate figned and delivered 


as herein before required, and oath made as before directed, by the mafter,: 
commander, or other perfon taking charge of the fhip or veffel in which, 


the fame is imported; all fuch raw filks fhall be liable to-the payment of the: - 
‘refpeétive duties, as if this act had never been made; any thing herein before: 
contained to the contrary notwithftanding. «©. ee eye tw pe 


© Anp be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that if any perfon on- 
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* perfons fhall, from and after the faid twenty-fourth day of june.1750, make, or- 


caufe to be made, an entry or entries of any foreign raw-filk under the name or 
defcription of raw-filk of the growth or culture of any of the Britisx colonies: . 


or plantations in amzrica, or fhall mix, or caufe to be mixed, any foreign: 


raw-filk, with raw-filk of the growth or culture of the BritTisH colonies or- 


plantations in AMERECA, with intent to evade the payment of the duties payable- 


on foreign raw-filk, every perfon or perfons fo making, or caufing to be made, 
fiich entry or entries, or mixing, or caufing fuch mixture or mixtures to be. 
made, fhall forfeit and lofe the fum ef fifty pounds for every fuch offence, and, 
all fuch foreign raw-filk ;. and in cafe of any mixture, the quantity fo mixed, both, 
of foreign and sxrttisx plantation, culture or growth, or the value thereof, 
together with the bales or other packages containing the fame, fhall be forfeited,, . 
and fhall and may. be feized and profecuted, or the value thereof be fued for 
-by any officer or officers of his majefty’s cuftoms; one moiety of which: penalties. 
and forfeitures fhall be to the ufe of his majefty, his heirs, and fucceffors; and: 
the other moiety to him or them that fhall feize, profecute, or fue for the fame,. 


in any of his. majefty’s. courts of record at WESTMINSTER. 
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Chap. LXXIX.. SUPPLY OF SILK IN GREAT BRITAIN, 353 


_ * © Provipep always, that if any doubt or difpute fhall arife, whether the faid _ 
““ raw filk, or any part thereof, fo to be imported as aforefaid, is of the growth © 
“or culture of the BRiTisH colonies or plantations in aMERICA, or of foreign 
‘* growth or culture, the onus probandi fhall lie on the owner or claimer thereof. 
“ahd not on the informer or profecutor; any law, cuftom, or ulage to the con- 
“ trary notwithftanding. == ‘- | CS en nenee ae 
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“ Anp be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, thac if any a@ion or - 
“ fuit fhall be commenced againit any perfon or perfons, for any thing done’ in. 
purfiiance of this act, the defendant or defendants, in fuch ation or {uit, may 
plead the general iffue, and give this act. and the fpecial matter in evidence at, 
any trial to be had thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance and 
“ by authority of this act: and if it fhall appear fo to have been done, then 
the jury fhall find for the defendant or defendants ;~ and-if the plaintiff fhall 
be nonfuited, or difcontinue his action, after the defendant or defendants fiall 
“have appeared, or if judgment fhall be given upon any verdiét or demurree: 
“ againit the plaintiff, the defendant or defendants fhall and. may recover treble 
“ cofts, and have the like remedy for the fame, as defendants have in other cafes... 
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SucH was the encouragement given by the legiflature to-the culture of raw filk 
in olf AMERICAN Ccolonies.- An ample fupply of this commodity however can be | 
brought only from asra, unlefs we make fome very extraordinary improvements... 
Europe curing the lait war did not produce the ufual quantity, nor “has the price 
of fom2 particular kinds declined fince that time: for I apprehend the confumption’ 
of this article rather increafes than diminifhes.. The east INDIA company having,.” 
I prefume, previoufly taken their meafures;. applied to parliament for an alteration. | 
of the duty of enrna filk, the obtaining of which affords an encouragement to the. 
importation of it*; and no doubt we fhall have a fufficient quantity. The act ine — 
favor of itin 1750 is asfollows. © - 7 —_ ~~ 
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“ An. act for repealing the duties payable ‘upon GINA’ raw Gtk: “and for — 
oe Oo ** granting other duties in Heu thereof, re me 
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“4 7HEREAS the duties ‘now payable tpon raw filk imported from cura: 
6 WV are a great difcouragement to the importation thereof: and whereas a- 
“ conitant and plentiful fupply of that-valuable commodity to be manufactured in. - 
“ this kingdom, will be a public benefit, and ereatly contribute to the increafe- 
‘‘ and improvement of the filk manufactures: therefore we your majefty’s. moit. 
dutiful and loyal fubjects, the commons of GREAT BRITAIN, being defirous to 
* promote and encourage the manufactures of this kingdom, do meft humbly. 
“ befeech your majeity, that it may be enaéted, and be it enaéted by. the king’s. 
 moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords fpiritual... 
“ ‘and temporal, and commons, “in this prefent parliament. aflembled, and by, the. 
| e468 authority. 


* 


” 4 so 1 


* In i752 We find accordingly a large fupply of “CHina raw. filkvarrived.. 


4g «ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN A LARGE, &. Part Ve 


“ authority of the fame, that. from and after the twenty-fourth of june 1750, the 

ct {everal rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, now payable upon the importation - 

« of raw filk of the growth or produce of curna, by virtue of feveral acts of 
parliament now in force, fall ceafe, determine, and be no longer paid. > 


nm 


© Any be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that from and after the 
-faid twenty-fourth of june, all raw fik imported from cutna into this kingdom 
by the united company of merchants of ENGLAND trading to the EAST INDIES, 
or by any. licence from the faid company, fhall, in lieu of the faid rates, duties, 
fubfidies, and impofitions, ‘by this act repealed, as aforefaid, be charged with, 
and pay the fame rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, as are now charged 
“ wpon, and payable for, raw filk of the growth or produce of 1TaLy 5 which — 

{aid rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, by this act granted, fhall be paid 
by the faid united easr inpIa company, at the fame times, and in the fame 
manner, as the feveral rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, by this act 
 ™ yepealed, as aforefaid, have been paid, OC a 
“e Anp ‘be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, that the feveral rates, 
duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, by this act granted, fhail be raifed, levied, 
colle€ted, paid and applied, in fuch manner, and for the fame purpofes, as the. 
faid feveral rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, by this act repealed, as 
aforefaid, are now refpectively raifed, levied, collected, paid, and applied ; 
and all the provifions of or in any act or law now in force for raifing, levying, 
collecting, paying, and applying the rates, duties, fubfidies, and imypofitions 
hereby repealed, as aforefaid, fhall be in full force, and fhall be put in execution, 
for raifing, levying, colleCting, paying, and applying the rates, duties, fubfidies, 
and impofitions, by this. a¢t granted, as fully and effectually, to all intents and 
* purpofes, as if the faid provifions were particularly repeated and re-enacted in the 
* body of this prefent act. ee 
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« Anp be it further enacted and declared by the authority aforefaid, that all raw 
filk of the growth or produce of cuiwa, imported after the faid twenty-fourth 
of june, fhall, upon the exportation thereof from this kingdom, be entitled to 
and receive the fame drawbacks and allowances only, as are now by law directed 
to be paid upon the exportation of raw filk of the growth or produce of 1TALY, 
** any law or ulage to the contrary notwithflanding.”” = w 
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Cc HAP. LXXX. 


Petition of the RUSSIA company to the parliament, concerning PERSIAN filk ta be 
purchafed in Russia, - dt obtained in confequence of this petition, Remarks on 
this af. Reflections en indujiry and labour, and the pernicious confequences of 


idlenefs. The fatal cataftropbe of JouN ELTON, which finifhes the biftory of the 
- ©ASPIAN trade. Oo : 


HE. russia company finding themfelves thus excluded a branch of trade, 

from which they had expected many private as well as national benefits, 
applied their thoughts how beft to repair the injury: the moft natural expedient 
was to obtain a liberty to buy the fame commodity in russta, which they could 
not any longer provide in the north of persia, a Jeaft not to. tranfport it through. 
RUSSIA 3 they might indeed: purchafe filk in Russra to tranfport to other countries, 
but an act of parliament was neceflary for the importation of it into ENGLAND. 
Hitherto I have confidered that part of the Russ1a company which traded to 
GHILAN, under the name of caspran traders ; little now remains of that commerce 
but a name: I will not however prefume to alter the title which thefe merchants 
eave themfelves im the petition which they now made to the ‘Pathament, for the 
purpole abovementioned. CO , : 


“« The petition of the merchants of LONDON trading through RUSSIA. 


| _— into PERSIA, 
a ‘Sheweth, 


'T HAT your petitioners did in the year 1741 obtain an, act of parliament 

« “. to enable them to import persian. raw filk bythe way of Russta from 

“ peRSIA, if purchafed there with the produce of BRITISH woollens, and other. 
“ manufactures. Your petitioners having, in confequence of the faid act, fent into 

persia about two hundred thoufand pounds value, in BRITISH manufactures ; 

and received part of their returns in PERSIAN raw filk, are now prevented by the- 
many revolutions and fatalities which have happened i in PERSIA fince the com- 

mencement of this trade. Other accidents have alfo intervened to obftruct the 

defign as at firft propofed, his majefty not haviag any minifter at the court of 

PERSIA, to protect our faciors, his majefty’s fubjects, and our effects in that. 
country, which pives the RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS very great advantage over 

“ us your petitioners. 
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.  Awnp as the russians and arMENtrans do bring laree quantities of pERSIaWw 
“ raw filk yearly into Russta, which cannot be purchafed by your petitioners to be 

“ fent into GREAT BRITAIN, the prefent act reftraining all imports of PERSIAN | 
commodities but fuch as are in return of goods actually fold in persia; the raw. 
_ §jk in queftion is therefore carried to HOLLAND by the ARMENIANS, and woollen | 
“ goods taken of the uNITED PROVINCES in return. 
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,60 THE RUSSIA COMPANY OBTAIN LIBERTY TO Part V.. 


“es Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, that in order not to lofe fo valuable a 
‘ branch of trade, as that of importing raw filk, a commodity at this time fo much 
‘© wanted, that a claufe may be annexed to the bill now depending, relating to the 
«¢ importation of. CHINA raw fiik, to permit your petitioners to import PERSIAN 
cc raw filk from russia, fubje&t to the fame reftrictions as they have done from 
“ persia by the way of RUSSIA. Oe | : 


© And your petitioners, Sc.” 


In confequence of this application the following feparate act * was. obtained, from 

‘ which fome happy effects may be felt as foon as the PERSIANS are in any Capacity to 
fend a fupply of filk into Russia: and this will probably be the cafe whenever 
persia fhalt be reftored to a ftate of tranquility... _ SS 


* An a for permitting raw filk of the growth of persia, purchaled in 
-. Russa, to be imported into this kingdom from any port of place 
_* *€ belonging to RUSSIA. re | 


naan THEREAS by an act made in the fourteenth year of his prefent majefty’s 
reign (intituled, An aét for opening a trade to and from PERSIA through 
“t pussia) itis (amongft other things) enacted, that from and after the twenty- 
€ fourth day of june 1741, it thali and may be lawful to and for any perfon of 
 € perfons, free, or to be free, of the fellowfhip of svcxitsH merchants for dilcovery 
of new trades, commonly called the aussta company, exclufive of all others, to 
bring and import into this kingdom, in BriTisH buile fhipping, navigated 
-*¢ according to law, from any port or place of or belonging to the czar or emperor 
S¢ of aussi, raw filk, or any other goods or commodities of the growth, produce 
or manufacture of persia (provided fuch manufacture be made of the growtiy — 
or produce of pExsta) being purchafed by barter with woollen, or other 
manufactures, goods or commodities, exported from) GREAT BRITAIN to. 
*¢ wussia, and from thence carried into persra (gold and filver in coin or bullion 
_*% excepted) or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch | manufactures, _ 
| goods, or commodities, fo exported to RUSSIA, and carried into PERSIA, a3 | 
“4 Sforefaid, and not otherwife: and it is by the faid a&t alfo further enacted, that 
“6 no filk, or other produce, commodities, or manufactures of PERSIA, fhal} be 
‘ imported into GREAT BRITAIN through russia, by virtue of the faid aét, unlets 
_ % the importer ‘or importers thereof do take an oath, or (being of the. people called 
QUAKERS) a folemn affirmation, before the collector, cuftomer, or comptroller 
. * of his: majefty’s cuftoms (who ate by the faid act impowered to adminitter the 
fame) at the port or place of importation ; that, “to the beft of his or their 
** knowledge and _belief,- the filk, and other the produce, commodities,. or -ma- 
«é pufaétures of Persia, contained in his or their entry or entries, was or were Pe 
** ally and truly purchafed by barter with woollen, or other manufactures, goods, 
*© or commodities, exported from GREAT BRITAIN CO RUSSIA, and from thence 
*¢ cartied into PERSIA (not being gold or filver in coin or bullion) of with the 
*¢ produce arifing from the fales of fuch woollen, or other manufactures, goods, or 
tS commodities 
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—@ Ingo, 23d-year of his majefty’s reign. 


Chap. LKXX. IMPORT PERSIAN SILK BOUGHT IN RUSSIA.” > for 
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commodities, fo exported a8 aforefaid, and not otherwife ;-and that in default of 
taking fuch oath or affirmation, all fuch filk, or other the produce, commodities, 
or manufactures of PERSIA, fo imported from russia, hall be liable to be feized. 
and forfeited, in like manner, as if the fame had been imported contrary to the 


act made in the twelfth year of the reign of king cHartes the fecond, intituled, 


An act for encouraging and increafing of fhipping and navigation; and. whereas, 
foon after the commencement of the faid act made in the fourteenth year of his - 
prefent majelty’s reign, a very beneficial trade between GREAT BRITAIN and. 
PERSIA, through Russia, was opened, by means whereof great quantities of raw 
filk, and. other the goods and commodities, of the growth, produce; or . 
manufacture of PERSIA, were imported into this kingdom, in’ return for the 
woollen and. other manufactures, goods, and commodities of GREAT BRITAIN, 
upon much eafier and more advantageous terms than fuch filk, and other 
goods and commodities of the growth, produce, or manufacture of persia 
could have been otherwife procured: but whereas the faid trade between GREAT 
BRITAIN and persia, through russia, hath been for fome time paft, interrupted, - 
the fubjects of GREAT BRITAIN not having been of late permitted to tranfport 
BRITISH manufactures, goods, and commodities, into persia, through the 
dominions or territories of or belonging to the empire of russia, in confequence 
whereof the importation of raw filk, and other commodities of the growth,. 
produce, or manufacture of PERsta, from russta, hath been difcontinued: | 
and whereas it would be of great advantage to the trade of this kingdom 


‘in general, as well as contribute to the increafe and improvement of the filk 


manufactures in particular, if raw filk of the growth or produce of pERsra, 
purchafed in Russta, were permitted to be imported from any of the countries, 
dominions, . or territories of the empire of Russia, in return for woollen, 
and other manufactures exported from GREAT BRITAIN to Russa, although 


the fame be not carried from thence into pErsta; may it therefore pleafe your 


majefty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the king’s moft excellent 
majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, 
and commons, in this prefent parliament aflembled, and by the authority: 
of the fame, that from and after the twenty-fourth day of december 1750, it 
fhall and may be lawful to and for any perfon or perfons, free or to be free, of 
the faid fellowfhip of EnGLtsH merchants for difcovery of new trades, commonly: 


called, the Russia company, exclufive of all others, to bring and import into’ 


this kingdom, in sritisa built fhipping, navigated according to law; from. 
any port or place within the countries, territories, or dominions of or belonging 


to the empire of Russta, raw filk of the growth or produce of persia; which 
fhali be purchafed by barter with woollen or other manufactures, goods, or’ 


commodities exported from GREAT BRITAIN to RuSsIA,~ although the fame 
be not carried from thencé into persta (gold and filver in coin or bullion. 


excepted) or with the produce arifing from the fale of fuch manufactures, 
' goods, or commodities, exported from GREAT BRITAIN to RUSSIA, as aforefaid, 


and not otherwife, upon paying, -or fecuring to be paid, the cuftoms and 


other duties now payable for the fame, by any Jaw now in force, according 
to fuch rules, methods,. and dire€tions, :and in the fame manner and form, 


and with fuch allowances, abatements, .difcounts, and drawbacks, and under. 
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a6, THE RUSSIA CQMPANY OBT AIN LIBERTY TO Part V. 
“* fuch penalties, forfeitures, and difabilities, as are by: law prefcribed and practifed | 
« on the importation of raw flk of the growth or produce of PERSIA, imported 
into this kingdom from any port or place in the LEVANT feas, by any perfon 
*. or perfons free of the LEVANT OF cuRKEY company; any thing in’ the faid act 
« made in the fourteenth year of his prefent majefty’s reign, oF in the faid’ act 
made in the twelfth year of the reign of king CHARLES the fecond, intituled, An 
66 a@ for encouraging: and increafing of fhipping and navigation, to the contrary 
*¢, novwithftanding. | ne BS | 


tied 


© Provipen always, and be +. further enagted, that no filk, of the growth or 
produce of PERSIA, fhall be imported into GREAT. BRITAIN, from any of the | 
countries, Gomintons, OF territories of or belonging to the empire of RUSSIA,. 
by virtue of this ag, unlefs the importer or importers thereof do make oath, 
before the collector, cuftomer, or comptroller of his majefty’s cuftoms, (who are | 
hereby impowered and required to adminifter fuch oath) at the port or place of © 
importation, that to the beft of his or their knowledge and belief, the filk 
contained in his or their entry OF entries was really and truly purchafed by barter ~ 
‘with woollen or other manufactures, goods, or commodities, exported from 
% GREAT BRITAIN to RUSSIA (not being, gold or filver in coin or bullion) or with © 
. * the produce arifing from the fale of fuch woollen, or other manufactures, goods, 
or commodities, {0 exported as aforefaid, and ‘not otherwife ; and in default of 
making fuch oath, all fach filk fo imported. from any of the countries, domi- 
nions, or: territories of or belonging to the-empire of russia, fhall be liable to 
be feized and forfeited, in like manner as if the fame had. been imported con- 
trary to the faid a&, made in the twelfth year of the reign of king CHARLES 
the fecond, intituled, An aé for encouraging and increaling of fhipping and 
navigation. | i | | 
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cam PRoviIDED alfo, that nothing hereit contained fhail extend, or be conftrued to 
extend, to deprive the corporation of the united company of merchants of 
ENGLAND trading to the EAST INDIES, of any of the powers, privileges, franchiles, 
"6 and benefits which do or fhall belong to them, oF which they could or might have 
had and enjoyed in any manner whatfoever, if this act had not been made; any 
“: thing herein contained ta the contrary notwithftanding. re 
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“a Anp be it further enacted, that this a€&t fhall be deemed a publick aét, and 
‘& hall be judicially taken notice of as fuch by all judges, juttices, and other perfons 
« whatfoever, without fpecially pleading the fame.” : vo 


+ [presume itis meant_by this a& to reftratn’ all’ purchafes of fitk inrussia to the 
produce of PERSIA only, for the words of the act allow no more: but filk of the 
growth of GREECE ‘5 fometimes brought through VALACHIA into the UKRAINE, 
© d from thence tranfported to ST, PETERSBURG 5 but the quality does not anfwer, 
Jt may be neceffary to obferve that this act’has been explained to mean filk purchafed 
with the produce of pRiTisH manufactures at Jarge’s for in barter or with the 
sdentical: money received for fuch goods, it 1s hardly poffible. This act will very 
“much favor. the ARMENIANS; for befides the encouragement they had to bring I 
- . mT : 7 rom 
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from PERSIA into Russia, either to tranfport inté HoLLanp for their own account, 
or to fell it in nussra: they may now difpofe of it alfo in enc. LAND, and by being | 
naturalized, may alfo import fuch Gilk into this kingdom for their own account, as. 
one of them has already done. ‘The advantages this bill is calculated to produce 
‘are many, for whoever receives the profit of the firit fale, the more there js brought | 
to market the Cheaper it muft be to us. -_ Oo | | 

Tur benefits of the fitk manufactory mutt ever appear confiderable even upori 
the moft fuperficial view, when- it js confidered that a pound of fixteen ounces. 
of the plaincft manufaured filk is commonly worth thirty five or forty fhil- 
lings, and that rich filks increafe In proportion to the greater labour which ig 
-beltowed on them. The great pound of twenty-four ounces, cofting twenty-one 
fhillings; the {mall pound is fourteen thillings : let‘us-now fee what profit arifes 
from it, and how much it increafes in value, as it paffes through the hands of the 
feveral workmen ; and here the charge only of throwing the fmall pound ts five 
fhillings ; dying, grain colours included, on a medium is two fhillings ; and winding, © 
weaving, 8xc. ten fhillings ; {© that allowing one fhilling for the dying materials, 
the nation gains fixteen fhillings, at leaft, on every pound of filk manufactured 
here and exported abroad, and in fome articles much more. To inftance only 
in one particular, a pair of Gilk gaule flockings weighs about two and a halt : 
ounces of filk, which computed as above, is two fhillings and two pence, and 
twenty per cent. breakage, and other contingencies on the filk is lefs than three 
fhillings, and yet the ftockings fell for nine, ten, or twelve fhillings. Thus this - 
beneficial branch of commerce gives a fubfiftence to the induftrious artificer, and 
enriches the nation, 


Lazour is the parent of wealth, and the nurfe of happinefs : “not only our riches, 
but our fafety, our liberty, and ail our domettic joys are founded on this bafis ; it 
gives ftrength and vigour to the individual, and renders the ftate firm, profperous 
and flourifhing, The moft necellary productions of the earth are not {pontaneous ; 
our very mines of lead, tin and coal, demand the affiftance of the laborious hand, 
Happy were it for us if we had more of the diligent aad laborious, and fewer of the 
idle, efpecially in the lower clafs, who are ftill greater prodigies in nature than 
thofe, who becaufe they are born to thie enjoyment of wealth, give themfelves up, 
to a fiate of indolence and dull inactivity. Zf a life foent in gencrous and beneficent 
actions is the glory and honor of human nature, the community, of which we are 
& part, certainly ought to partake of that generofity and beneficence. Where is 
the boafted fuperiority of a large fortune, if this great end is neglected ? and how. 
can this end be fo effectually an{wered, as by employing the poor? This may 
fometimes’ be difficult in regard to things of real ule, but fuch as are calculated 
merely. for employment can never be Wanting : thus no one objet Will be diftreffed, 
nor human nature difgraced by the pernicious confequences of idlenefs. —_ 


Berore I finith this aceount of the CASPIAN commerce, I muft pay my tribute to 
the memory of hiny-who was a chief inftrament in Siv@ng it a birth, and confequeatly 
atiorded, during the courfe of fourteen years, an occation of thofe various {cenes 
which the judicious reader may figure to himfelf, evea. beyond thele which thet. 

| Aaa2z | | : papers 


3% THE RUSSIA COMPANY OBTAIN LIBERTY: TO. Part ¥. 


papers reprefent. In che courfe of this narrative I take it for oranted that I have’ 


‘oiven feveral indications of the common weaknefs of mankind, I mean a refentment: 
“of injuries: ELTON had many faults, but we ought to remember, that as no 
‘character is witnout vice, there is none without a mixture of virtue alfo;, thar this: 


virtue might often be called forth to action, and eradicate its mixture of evil 
qualities, if inftead of corroding we endeavoured to heal the wounds“in our neigh 


-pour’s good name. © Human vice ftands on a tottering foundation, . and ‘fubject: 


to be blown down by every euft of paffion ; and it is an eftablifhed maxim that 


~thofe are in moft danger of falling, who triumph moft in their own: ftrength. 


“When we come to fum up the amount of all the various contefts among men, we 


mutt allow this to be an admonition of the foundelt philofophy and moft divine re- 


“Heion: ** Remember thy end and jet ennut -ceafe.” “To court that which is un- 
nm > 


grateful to us, or to fly from what we love, are hard leffons ; but in many cafes. 


‘they are effential to our happineis + and this we are fure of, that the forgivenefs of 
injuries is the condition of divine mercy. See 


. "Tus defire of a good same after death is a great incentive to virtuous actions, 
and the fear of infamy muft neceflarily be a reftraint upon Us in our commerce 


= 


. #¢ jl] ofthe dead.” 


with the world. As the dead cannot vindicate their own caufe, men of’ fentiments 


will therefore be tender of exhibiting the dark fide of the character of thofe perfons 
who are now no more; yet, for the reafon I have juft given, 1 think there is 


‘more humanity than found reafon ‘nthe maxim, ‘* that. we fhould. NEVER. {peak . 


uel 


Mr. ELTON is dead, and I hope his fufferings will atone for the errors of his life. 
‘The curious reader will now be inquifitive if in a country rent with civil wars, where’ 


‘the fon is tearing out the intrails of his father, a man of ELTON’S enterprifing genius: 
‘could make his exit in a natural way? After the deftruction of napiR, and his- 
fucceflors ADIL SHAH, IBRAHIM MYRZA, and other pretenders to the diadem,. 


eLTon ftill fupported himfelf. The perstans at length having no king whom the 


‘people thought proper to obey, the elders of cuitaw took the people under their: 


eare in form of an ariftocracy : it fell to the lot of HAHDGEE SEFFIFE, the fame man. 


™ 
1 


who WaS NADIR’S: agent In RUSSIA for commercial affairs, and HAHDGEE GEMAL,. 


- to be ruling lords. This province was not confiderable enough to fupport itfelf 
long; however they levied forces, and determined to oppofe the invader MAHOMMED: 


HASSAN? KHAN. Mr. ELTON, who. it is prefumed had a correfpondence with 
this KHAN, refufed fubmiffion to the two elders,. of whofe good-will towards him: 
he had reafon to be diftruftful; finding alfo that MAHOMMED HASSAN Was coming | 
to his relief, he determined, after the example of CHARLES XII. of swEDEN, at 
BENDER, to gartifon his houfe and ftand a fiege: he had indéed a better fituation for 


+ 


defence, and a weaker enemy than the king, but not ftrength fufficient to hold out: 


Jong ; he therefore capitulated with HAHDGEE GEMAL for the fafety of his perfon. 


and effects, but the HaHDGEE, like a genuine PERSIAN, regardlefs of his word, 
feized rLTon’s effects ; and to compleat the villainy, condemned him to be hanged.. 
ee re ee poe se “Phey 


a aT his is the fame name as that of the chief of the tebellion of ASTRABAD in 1744, and I believe- 
is the fame perfon. pee ae | : oe, oe 
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They were leading him to execution when news arrived that saun BEG, one of the 
chief -captains of the elders’ army,. was. gone over with all the forces under him, 
tO MAHOMMED HASSAN KHAN ; this brought every thing into confufion on the part 
of the elders, who were themfelves obliged to fly; but they carried ex ton along 
with them to romin. It was thoughe that this change of affairs would create fome 
commiferation in the breaft of the elders; but they who had been fuch villains as to: 
_ commit a breach of faith in the capitulation, were now fired with refentment, which 
it is probable was increafed by thofe who dreaded ELTOoN’s genius and capacity; at 
_ Teaft “tis certain he became a facrifice, and in april 1741 was fhot to death. Both 
_ the Hanpcers fell afterwards into the hands of the conqueror MAHOMMED HASSAN 
| KHAN, who refented ELTON’s death fo highly, as to threaten thetn with the fame fate. 


- Tuus fell the man whofe life had been a continued fcene of adventures, but in 


nothing fo important as the fhare he had in renewing, I might fay opening this trade, 
fo remarkable in all its parts, and attended with fuch a_variety of incidents. 





PART 


C3 66 ) 


PART VL 


OF THE | 
BRITISH TRADE AND FACTORY; 
ALSO OF THE 


RUSSIAN COURT AT Sr. PETERSBUR G. 
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_Remarks on the profefion of a merchant in general... A fuccind? view of the BRITISH 
., faétory and trade of sv. PETERSBURG, with reflections on the want of indufiry. Of 
~ the coins, weights, and meafures in RUSSIA, _ | : ee 


: HOUGH it is common for mankind to look on the commercial intercourfe 
of the world, in no other light than as an employment calculated for the 

_ fupport of life, or a means of amaffing wealth, yet if we extend. our thoughts a 
tittle farther, and take in the numerous connections and dependencies arifing from 
- that intercourfe, either at home or abroad, we may eafily.difcover that it delerves. 
-a high degree of refpect, fince it tends to promote all the pleafures of humanity 5 
and probably from hence it was, that merchants were called THE HONORABLE 
‘OF THE EARTH, when nations were much more ignorant of each other than they 
“are at prefent. .° | | i 
Tr js true every day’s experience proves how dangerous an object money is, be- 
caufe we fee it fo often employed as the inftrument of vice and immorality as well as 
~\of virtue and true pleafure ; and inftead of having a rational efteem for it, as the 
_ means of good, we fuffer it to creep into the heart, and fpoil the morals. But with- 
out entering into the evils arifing from an inordinate love of money, the merchant 
‘whofe mind is ftrong enough to purfue gain without indulging any anxious fears; 
and without forgetting the more effential duties of life, is in a happy employment, 
- wag it only for this reafon, that there are but few callings fo free and independent. 
Guilt indeed fticks. very clofe to buying and felling, as clofe as the nail which 
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_ & ig driven between two ftones’;” fo it was thought by a very wife man.about two 
thoufand years ago, and I am afraid the cafe is not altered for the better. I. have 
heard that the creek ftates of old were fenfible of this, and excluded merchants 
from all public employments *, upon a fuppofition that their profeffion was not 
confiftent with that dignity and inflexible integrity which they thought effential to 
the character of a-mapiftrate.. Perhaps the general corruption of manners in 
after-ages, might have-at length determined thole {tates to admit of merchants in > 
common with men of other profeffions. Every condition of life is expofed to 
temptations peculiar to it, and} I think it is more eafy for a merchant religioufly 
to. obierve the laws of juftice, than for a foldier, whofe duty bids him {pill another 
—tnan’s blood, to purfue without anger or revenge, and to kill without cruelty ; 
or for a lawyer to forfake the glittering fee, and procure a difpatch of the caufe of. 
his client at the hazard of his own. fupport, | - 
. Ir is a common obfervation that people are to be known only by focial intercourfe, — 
and indeed it ought in all reafon to be prefumed that this is the beft means of — 
arriving to a real knowledge of characters, and of learning how far perfons may- 
be mentioned with honoyr, without deviating from truth: but on the other hand 
— itis perhaps one of the moft difficult tafks to be entirely impartial with refpect to 
thofe with whom we have fupported a good correfpondency for.a courfe of years. 
Prejudices will naturally arife in the mind,-and fome of thefe are rather amiable 
than. odious. | oe rn mo Se , 7 
| °° Truse general remarks may ferve as a preface to the mention I am-going to make — 
concerning fome of my particular friends. The srairisn factors in sT. PETERS- 
~ BuRG are generally well efteemed by the natives of Russia, and acquire for- 
‘tunes which fome of them of late years have been wifg enough to preferve. They: 
inhabit the befi houfes:on the banks of the neva, and are hofpitable, not to- 
fay magnificent, in their way of life, keeping pace’ with the luxury of men of | 
fuperior fortunes at home; but the reader who has not been abroad, muft obferve 
.that the sritisn factories in general make a better gure than thofe of any other 
‘nation, which may be confidered as a fort of compenfation for the voluntary ba-. 
‘nifhment which they fuffer from one-of the beft countries in the world. This in-. 
deed may fometimes be a means of prolonging that banifhment, and of creating a. 
-fondnefs to a foreign country, in prejudice of the love which they ought to have. 
for their own; however, .this generous way of life gives them an influence. and: 
afcendency among the people with whom they refide, and helps to fupport the. 
national intereft and honor. | oo, eg, oo 


.. Tus. sririsy factors in sr. peeTERSBURG, as may be obferved in all {mall. fo-- 
- cjeties, contribute much to each other’s amufement, and are now become fober and. 
virtuous,. as well as: more elegant in manners than: in times paft, when they were 
debauched and low in their pleafures, and though calumny and detraction feem to. 
‘bt. the more peculiar growth of fuch focieties, it does not reign amongft them in 
‘any remarkable degree: the clafhing of interefts, and the corruption of manners, 
which the pecuniary affairs of the world generally create, is very apt to exclude. 
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the pleafures of friendfhip, pleafures which cannot be bought with gold. I thank. 
providence it was My fortune inST. PETERSBURG tO enjoy the/e alfo, in my much ho- - 
nored friend Mr, GEORGE P£TERS, Oe of the moft confiderable factors in that city.>. 
t sracp now make a few general remarks, in regird to the commercial interett 
of aussiA.,. The productions of the earth, and foragn trade, are acknowledged to _ 
be the great fources from whence. the riches of every nation proceed: RUSSIA has - 
made great ftrides in the improvement ‘of her commerce for feveral years patt, . 
_ enjoying fome advantages beyond any other nation: the number and ereatnels of 
~ her rivers open a com munication almoit to every part of the globe, but particularly 
within her own extended dominions. As to timber, hemp, and iron, which dre 
the inftrumenta! cautes of trade ; mo country in the world produces a greater quane 
tity, which is a natural confequence of the Cheapnefs of Jand and labour : the for- 
mer of thefe GREAT BRITAIN enjoys in her AMERICAN doininions, though not the 
latter, but if we have occafion for the commodities of Russia, that empire has 
the great fource of her revenues in the trade which, this. iland carries on with | 
her fubjects. ee 7 
Hemp, which twenty years Gnce was hardly worth five rubles the BERQUEVITZ ‘s_ 
of Jate years has been about twice that value: the encreafe of filver makes money 
every year lefs valuable :. as they. can afford this article in ST. PETERSBURG at 
fix or feven rubles, they will certainly bring enough of it to market fo long as — 
_ they can obtain eight or nine. _ Iron is alfo a very improveable article ; they have: 
both wood, hands and ore in SIBERIA fufficient to make a quantity, which would 
depreciate the value of the SWEDISH jron, raife their rivalfhip and competition 
“with the SWEDES >in this important article of the revenues of that nation, and at - 
“the fame time greatly augment thofe of the RUSSIAN empire. But, by a certain -- 
. fatality which prevails 10 every country ‘n fome inftance or other, the RUSSIAN 
government for a courfe of years has preferred a profit of about fifteen thoufand 
ounds, on five thoufand tuns,. to near twice that advantage which they might 
have had to all appearance, though the price fhould. have been reduced, had the - 
~ quantity been more than doubly augmented. I'he creat difficulty was, in whoie 
- fiands to lodge an encreafe of power in that diftant country, SIBERIA. It is not | 
forty years Gnce the RUSSIANS began to open jron mines, and yet in the year 1750 
<.* they. exported twenty thoufand tuns :. the ordinary annual export may now be called 
" \ twelve or fifteen thoufand tuns, which is fo much more in favor of the RUSSIANS, 
ae the SWEDISH forges, for thefe few years paft, have not produced fo much by one 
chird as formerly. | ee 
"tue encouragement given to our AMERICAN colonies in regard to iron, has 
* produced fome good effects, the quantity of pig iron imported from thence being 
- encreafed; and as there is no want in that country of ore or wood to work it up, 
it ought to be prefumed that we might make a confiderable progrefs cowards 
equalling our EUROPEAN neighbours. .In ENGLAND it is true the quantity made does. 
a ——- oo, | a ;, not 
© Or fix pounds per tun firft coft in st. peTerspuac, | ° The queftion 1s, whether with regard 
-tg the ballance of power in the north, the swEDEs are not poor enough in all conicienge ? . 
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not fall fhort of ten thoufand tuns, -which is a vaft object, confidering the fcarcity 
of wood. What a field for freth employment would not this ifland cpen, if all 
the wafte lands were planted with whatever kind of wood might be moft welcome 
to the foil; and if our rivers were in general made more navigable for the tran{- 
portation of fuch wood, would not this enlarge the fcene of cominerce, and afford 

advantages in almoft every fhape? In AMERICA we want pecple*; there are then . 
two countries, .and a branch of commerce of Sreat extent, with numerous ap. — 
pendages to employ the poor, to banith idlenefs the root of all evil, and to increafe 

the riches of the nation. By this means the heavy tax for the poor’s rates alf> 
might be alleviated ; for of thofe who are fupported by charity, numbers ceftainly 

are capable of work. We do not feem to want knowledge, but induftry is nor - 
Known to many thoufands, as the ftreets and the gallows give daily proof. “In cafes 

of this nature mercy is cruelty, for he who can work and will not, but lives on 
' the induftry of others, is next to him who deprives the induftrious of the fruits 
_ of theirsdabour by violence. If lefs indulgence was fhown the poor, who upon 
examination are found capable of labour, and methods for their employment at 
~ the fame time propofed to them, the evils we pow luffer muft gradually decreafe. 

We are liberal in fubjicriptions of every kind of charity : fuppofing a fubfcription — 
was on foot for cultivating certain lands, to be obtained by purchafe or grant under 
certain conditions, planting of others, making certain rivers navi able, and the 
like. Suppofing alfo men of great fortunes were to appropriate a“certain fhare of 
their large revenues to fuch works within their own property, further employment 
might be yet found in this ifland, fmall as it is, for a great number of _ people. 

Tue ordinary computation of the russtan general export, from sr. PETERSBURG, 
is three millions®, of which the sritisz fubjeéts in russta take off two, con- 
fifting chiefly in hemp, flax, iron, hog’s briftles, hare fkins, hempen and flaxen 
manufactures, Russia leather, and other articles The ordinary imports of the 
RUSSIANS were two millions, confifting in indigo, cochineal, lead, pewter, tin, 
wrought filks, gold and filver lace, toys, cotton and linnen manufactures, woollens' ' 
and wines. “The russians receive the ballance in their favor in filver and gold,~ 
of which part is 2 fum of about five hundred thoufand filver rixdollars, of the 
coin of the unITED PRovincss; thefe do not however pafs current in RUSSIA, _ 
but the duties on goods muft be paid in them at a certain rate, according to weight. 
The confumption of the russrans is fo far encreafed with their acquifitions by com-. 
merce, that they import now more than ufual, but the encuisy have till above a 
“million ballance againft them. -°. - a ae - 


. Iv feems to be a maxim eftablifhed in all countries where commerce has made 
any progrefs, that the value of exports muft exceed that of the imports, for 
otherwife the ballance mutt neceflarily be paid in money : againit this the russians 
have.taken the precaution of making it death to expore their coin; nor is any 
plate or bullion exportable without exprefs permiffion. 1 have already had occafion . 


1 
* 


* The fame complaint is made at home; why then does not the government difcountenance the ufe of 
ipirituous' fiquors, and give fome articular encouragement to matrimony among the working poor? _ 

* In 1750, the exports were four millions of rubles, or eight hundred an eighty thoufand pounds 
value, : CO co oo . Oo 
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to obferve, that in countries poffefied of filveror gold mines, we may coffider | 
- gnoney as a commodity ; but even in fach countries we do not Gnd fach great wealth 
as where the only refource is in the induttry of numbers of working people, and 
in thofe productions of the earth, which being effential to the fupport of mankind, — 
are really more intrinfically worth than filver, gold, or precious ftones.. ne 


- Wuetn a people are defirous of foreign productions, and efpecially articles of 

luxury, if they do not exert themfelves to pay for fuch commodities by their labour,’ | 

‘and the produce of their own lands, they muft be impoverifhed, and in danger of . 

ruin. ‘The augmentation of the revenues of RUSSIA, which I fhall have occafion: 
to mention; ought to be imputed in a great sneafure to the increafe of her trade for 
fome years pall; and the increafe of her national wealth to the great annual ballance 

- in her favor, of one million of rubles*. Under arbitrary sovernments there wants 

“nothing but the content of the fovereign to eftablifh a fumptuary law ; and even in 
limited monarchies, the example of a king can work furprifing things > in countries 
where people begin to fhow a great pafiion for a vain and luxurious life, the more 

, early fuch a law takes place, the more eafy they will find the reftraint. - 


- Te interior trade of RUSSIA 1S certainly very much’ augmented; and the com- 
merce they carry on with the TARTARS and other frontier nations; is a confiderable 
. . object; as ausstA fometimes receives a large quantity of foreign filver and gold 
from ‘thofe nations, 10 exchange either for her owh OF foreign productions. 1 will’ 
not undertake, from an impulfe of my good wifhes, to determine what articles: 
russia fhould be cautious of importing s but thofe of the produce of GREAT BRI- 
TAIN are either effentially neceflary to her, or fuch as fhe can never fuffer by: I 
foeak not of the major part of them, for I think not one article, EVEN OUR ALE, 
but tends to the good of the RUSSIANS: not tO mention the great advantages to 
RUSSIA Of the RIGA and NARVA trade with GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. AS 
pur RUSSIAN trade is well conduéted; I fhall pafs it over, obferving only, that in 
whatever light it is confidered, it ought to he a means of eftablifhing 4 perpetual 
- friendfhip between this nation and the RUSSIAN empire. 1 fhall now conclude this 


chapter with a faccinét account of the RUSSIAN Coins, weights, and meafures. 


Ip is remarkable, that when the RUSSIAN trade began to Aourifh, and fer fome . 

time after, their ruble, which was-intrinfically worth no more than ninety-nine 

current ftivers of HOLLAND, was eftimated on exchange at feventy current ftivers, 
and the price of their commodities regulated accordingly in the merchants: calcula- 
tion of them: at Jength it was reduced to fifty, and from forty-five to-fifty it has 
ftood for many years. The russian’ ruble has too confiderable an alloy to encou- 

_ page the exportation, but it is not fo bafe as to induce any piratical traders to bring 
falle coin into the country + I fpeak of the filver money. But by an error in 
politics in a late reign, the want of money induced the government to make a 
copper coin of five copeeks value, which was not intrinfically worth two; - the 
conlequence of which was, that fome millions of this comm was run in upon them, | 
particularly by the yews Of POLAND 5 fo that at length, in the year 37449 45 and 


a 


_ 


« Two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. : 
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46, the government wifel y reduced the value-each year a copeek, and it now ‘ftands 

at two copeeks. They keep accounts in rubles and copeeks, one hundred copeeks 
to aruble*, and their old way of reckoning yet in the greateft ufe, as it is in fome 
parts of GERM ANY, is with beads on wires, which they work .without pen and ink. 


. ‘THe ruble, which j 18 the principal coin, is alfo divided into halves, quarters, and 
tenths, which lait they call greevens: they had formerly filver copeek pieces, but 
thefe were too intrinfically good to continue long in the country, and were at length 
called in. They have a gold coin, of two rubles value, . but not in abundance; | 
alio ducats of the prefent EmprReEss’s coin, which vary in price, but are never under 
2 4+ rubles. -In copper they have, befides the two copeeks already mentioned, 


” denifhkas, or halt a copeeks and poluthkas, or quarters. . 


fr 


| THEIR DRY. MEASURES ARE, 
4 ‘Wocemik — — 1 chetwerit = 2 of an ENGLISH peck, 
‘8 Chetwerits — — — 1 chetworth, “ordinarily computed == to 23 to 24 


 pecks, or 6 bufhels ENGLISH. 





UID MEASURE, 


. 


8 Krufhquas r wedro—1 3. ENGLISH quarts. 


* 4 & Wedros — — —- ‘ftakan >, 
-- @ Stakans -—— — = .1 anchor. | 





WEIGHTS, 


i - Zalotnick —- dwts. 17 grains 4 rNcLisu. 


—s om 2 
3 Ditos 9 — — — — ioe  "s % 
32 Lotes eee pound, 
- 4o Pounds .— — — -— 1 pood, 36 Ibs: ditto. 
“ 1@ Poods — — — — 1 berquewitz. 
mc) Poods — ee Oe Et ditto. 


Bue the ENGLISH hundred generally comes net to 123 } RUSSIAN pounds. 


a Which | I have siready mentioned t to be worth about 48, 3d. 
Ob Stakan, in the common are of the word, fignifies a glafs.- 
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| She beads of feveral remarkable events in raussia. A foort account of the city and court | 


_- of Sv. pererspure in general, alfo of fome of the great perfonages who compofe tt. 


Modern tafte of building in RUSSIA. | 


o_ ! 


- OTHING is more common than to be ignorant of that which we have had 


a good opportunity of learning, but particularly in the inftance of an accu- - 


rate inquiry into things relating to a place which a man confiders as his home. 7 
was five years in Russia, and yet except in mercantile affairs, which I do not think 


neceffary to mention further, I am. not qualified to relate half fo much as I have | 
faid of persra, nor did it fall fo much into my tafte. When we are confined to_ 
a fpot, curiofity naturally flags; or if we are undiftinguifhed in the croud, there 


is feldom that ambition which impels ‘our defires after knowledge: befides the 


to give.a fecret hiftory, if I knew more than what the gazettes relate. 


_— 


pleafures and bufinefS of life engroffed fuch a fhare of my time, as admitted not 
any deep enquiries, and as I was not on a journey, I kept no journal, me 


7 i 


‘Wiru regard to russia at large, the feveral modern hiftories"and accounts of it 


would alfo render my labour of dittle ufe. ‘ The moft remarkable events which 
happened there, from the time of my arrival all T left ic, was the peace with swe~ | 
pen; the marriage of the great duke; the defeat of FRENCH intrigues; the 


alliance with GREAT BRITAIN, the emprefs of GERMANY, and the flates of the : 


UNITED PROVINCES; the march of the RussrAn forces to the affiftance of the allies 
. and laftly, the downfall of count restock ; of which events 1 fhould not chufe 


t r 


Tus court of St. pererssurG has long enjoyed the reputation of being one 


‘of the moft brilliant in europe; but 1 cannot fay whether it be now exactly true. - 


In the reign of the late emprefs ann, the countenance which foreigners received, 
added much to the fplendid appearance of the court, and no doubt fomething to 


the politenefs of it. Rich cloaths are ftil] the paffion of the Russtans, and though. 
_fumptuary laws have been often talked of, and faid to be effential to the good of . 
the ftate,-and havé even been at certain times carried into execution; yet fome 


incident or other ftill made a pompous appearance neceflary, or. agreeable to the 


fovereign. a a i a J 8? . sO =e 


THERE are fome courts in EUROPE which feem to adopt this as a principle, that 


“the more money courtiers fpend, the lefs will be their riches, and confequently the 


_ * See remark in p. 172. — 


'. greater their dependance*. . In ENGLAND we think the richer the fubjects, the more _ 


able; and confequently it may be prefumed, the more willing they are to ferve the 


~ ftate. Of all the. pompous fhows in Russia, the appearance made upon the great 
-- guke’s marriage, in cloaths and equipage, was the moft magnificent, and anfwered 


the higheft idea that can well be formed of the fplendor of any court’, .A man 
oe rr St : ~may 


* . 
-_ a ' - 


© For a particular defcription of this eeremony, I refer the 
reader to the periodical memo) : 


rs of thofe times, 3 


m4 


of which were of looking-glafs, 
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“may travel over the world during a long life, without feeing any thing comparable 


to it: it was in general very grand, and elegantly conducted, but Part of it was 
demonttrative of a very whimfical turn. Monfieur nariskin, whom I have men- 
tioned as minifter at the sarriss court in £743, and now under-marthal to the EM~ 
Press, had a coach in a grotefque tafte, the back and front as well as the fides 


Bor it is not in externals only for which the russians begin to diftinguith them- 
felves : two poets have lately ftarted up, as it were, from a ftate of darknets, and. 


_ Wrote tragedies according to the modern dramatic rules - they have alfo tranilated | 


lord aNson’s voyage, TELEMACHUS, and feveral other books into the RUSSIAN 
language, and bid fair to thine as bright as fo northern a hemifphere can be yer. 


_ Tue prefent emprefs exizapeTu PETROWNA, daughter of Perer the GRear, ” 


by his emprefs catuzRrtnz, was born the 2gth of december 1709, and began her - 
reign the 6th of december 1741, being reftored to the throne on which her father 
fat, by a revolution in many inftances amazing, and of which the hiftorians of _- 
our age have doubtlefs preferved the memory. This is one of the moft accom- 
plithed ‘ladies of her rank; nor was her perfon lefs amiable: time, which wears | 
off the charms of youth, has rendered her corpulent, but fhe is yet very active, 
dances, hunts, and rides on horfeback: on certain days the appears in mens - 
cloaths, particularly on the day of her acceffion to the throne, when the treats her 
life-company of prenadiers at {upper in the grand faloon of the palace, and fics at - 
table with her officers, in regimentals as their colonel, in which fhe makes an 
agreeable figure. This company, for ftature, comelinefs,: and the elegance of 
their drefs, is hardly exceeded by any troops in evropg, The EMPRESS is in every 
inftance gracious to an extreme: the great tendernefs of her heart, or fome other 
caufe, has even forbid the execution o malefactors of whatever denomination, in- 


‘fomuch that it is faid, there have been in different parts of the empire near thirty: 


thoufand criminals in prifon at one and the fame time ; but this, among many good | 
actions, is a fpecies of mercy which neither her fubyects nor foreigners ‘pretend to 


it 


: 


‘Cos to the admiralty, where fhips of war are built, is 2 magnificent palace, 


' fituated near the center of the city on the fouth bank of the NEVA; and in the 


eaftern part is the fummer palace and garden, abounding in choice {tatues and. 


delicious walks; yet being’ a dead flat, it can produce but little variety. The 
theatre, which was a very large edifice of wood, was lately burnt down, and another. 


{maller near the fummer palace is built. Here 1Tabian operas and FRENCH co- 
medies are acted at the expence of the EMPRESS, into which foreigners who make-. 


any appearance, are admitted, The Operas were revifed and fometimes compofed.- 


by fignior BonrcHt* the poet laureat, a man whofe politenefs and goodnefs .of 
heart render him amiable, and to whom I am very much obliged. Mafque- 


rades, balls and concerts are alfo frequent at court; but the EMPRESS feems © 


- | — oo - tO 
_ © He is now a counfellor of fate in FLORENCE, a | = 
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to delight chiefly in feledt companies, at the houfes of thofe perfons who are moft - 
in her favor. TR a a , 


ou 
a -- 


Tuts lady wears the order of St. ANDREW, which is a blue ribbon: the number 
of knights of this order are near fixty, but it is not confined: fome of the perfons 
who now enjoy it are, the great duke of RUSSIA,. Count ROSAMOFFSKY the erand 
veneur, count *BESTUCHEFF RUMIN the great chancellor, SHEPELOFF the head mar- 

- fhall of the court, general APRAXIN, who is at the head of military affairs, baron 
tunic, a brother of the exile, the attorney general TRUBETSKOI 5 befides. thele 
are the kings Of DENMARK, PRUSSIA and POLAND, prince AUGUSTUS of HOLSTEINs 
boron BRETLACH the emperor's. embaflador, and baron CEDRENCRUTZ the SWE- 
pisn minifter; feldt-marihal Kerra “has alfo this ribbon. “There is an order in. 
RUSSIA inferior to this, called St. ALEXANDER, the number of which is thirty-fix 
knights, who wear a red ribbon; there is allo an order of St. ANN Of HOLSTEIN, 
which is red ftriped with yellow ; and another of St. cATHARINE’s, which 1s red 
with a filver edge, intended only for women. — The great duchefs of Russra Is the 
chief of this order, and it is worn by feveral great ladies in GERMANY. ee 


' Pan Grit fubjet in this empire is PETER FEODOROWIE? the great duke of Russia, 
appointed by the prefent EMPRESS ELIZABETH as the heir of the russran dominions, 
from the 18th of november 1743 + his father, CHARLES FREDERICK duke of HOL- 
‘eppin, having been married to ANNA PETROWNA, the eldeft fifter of. her: imperial 
-maiefty. The great duke was born the 22d of february 1723, and has reigned as_ 
duke of HOLSTEIN GOTTORP fince 1739. In confequence of his grandmother on 
“his father’s fide, being filter to CHARLES the XII. of swEpDEN, he was the prefump- 
tive heir of that crown ; but he declined it, and making profeifion of the GREEK 
-yeligion, accepted the fucceffion of the russian empire. Fie was married the 1{t 
‘ef feptember 1745, tO CATHERINE ALEXIEWNA, born the 2d of may 1729s 
daughter of CHRISTIAN AUGUSTUS prince Of ANHALT-ZERBST- This marriage has 
“not yet produced thofe happy effects which were naturally expected “from it. His 
| imperial highnefs 1s reputed a young man of fpirit- and vivacity, accomplifhed in 
his manners, und with a tafte for polite ftudy. | | ee 


—_ 


- 


as “a 
ta 


Te ftature and gentle deportment of the great duchefs increafe the charms of 
her perfon, in which nature has been liberal; and nothing renders the character of 
“the duke: and his ‘'duchefs more Jovely than the harmony and mutual affection 

ccawhich fubfitts between them. © a ; | 


—_ 


Tre next fubject in dignity ‘5 the count ROZAMOWSKY; the GRAND VENEUR, WhO | 
stenjoys all the fweets without the fatigues of grandeur, or the odium often annexed | 
-«¢o the moft important officers in a {tate. ‘The behaviour of this nobleman has ren- 
*deted him acceptable to moft kinds of people. His brother the young count » 
L. GRIGORIT KIRILITZ ROZAMOUSKY, who awas prefident of the royal academy, 18 - 


> now HETMAN of the cossacks in the UKRAINE, of which both himéelf and the 
' GRAND VENEUR are Natives. This is a kind of vice-royalty, 
ed * A * ne rs 


4 
. 5 . 


and is incomparably 
: ee the 


a.  - * They ufe the GERMAN title GrarF, but in BNGLISH.We call them counts. 


. &£ 








4 
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the moft lucrative of any employment in ‘the empire : it is not however the moft 
fecure, efpecially when the affiftance of thofe troops 18 required in cafe of war, — 


~ Amone the ladies of the court there are none {o diftinguifhed as anna CAROLOW- 
wa the countefs of vornonzorr, who travelled With her hufband the count, a few 
years fince, to feveral courts, as. PARIS, NAPLES, ROME, VIENNA, and BERLIN, 
where her polite carriage and accomplifhments, as well as her perfonal beauty, were 
very much acmired, Women in general are not fo amiable in russia as in many 
other countries : indeed they daub themfelves fo much with artificial charms, as’ to 

conceal thofe graces which it may be prefumed nature has beftowed on them, tho’ 
they are rendered invifible. In general they profefs that if nature gives them fuf- 

ficient plumpnefs, they can procure beauty themfelves: and to this purpofe we 
may obferve, from the very idiom of their language, that cRaSNA DEVITZzA, which 
literally fignifies a red virgin, ts the term fora pretty girl. 7 


 Atruoucn it has been obferved, that very cold climates produce the fame dif. 
pofition to amour as very hot ones, yet this does not appear to be intirely the cafe 
Inrussta. Chaftity as a virtue, is not indeed more in repute in this country than - 
in the fouthern parts of zuRopz; but it feems as if the fame caufes in nature, which | 
reftrain them from a fierce refentment of the illegal commerce of the. fexes, check, 
in fome meafure, their cager defire of fuch gratifications, As the russtangs are not . 
fo refined in their manners, as to have a very delicdte fenfe of honor; fo we find 
that the chaftifement of female infidelity is feldom carried beyond a beating, whilft - 
the adulterer generally may compromife for his offence by a pecuniary mul&, 
Among the common people, the ecclefiattical laws oblige a man to marry a woman 
whom he has debauched. There is a vulgar notion which prevails among the 
libertine part of mankind, “ that women in all countries are the fame* ;” but, upon 
acomparifon of different nations, this feems jut as abfurd as if we were to fay, - 
that men of all countries are the fame. Perhaps it will be found upon enquiry that 
there are more women of principles in fome countries, than there are men of prin« 
ciples 1n others, Lot ‘ oS | 


_ 


Tue Russrans are for the moft part of a middle ftature, though many of then — 
ate tall and.comely. The common people incline to their antient cuftoms ; and 
though the majority fubmit to modern improvements, many chufe to fuffer great 
inconveniencies and additional taxes, rather than forfake their beards, and fomie idle 
diftinctions with regard to religion. en - | 


Tue preat chancellor count sesrucHerr, in conjunction with the vice-chancellor 
count VORONZOFF, have the charge of the foreign affairs, and are both efteemed 
men of great worth and probity. The college of foreign’ affairs is under their 
infpection ; and thefe with the fenate, which is compofed of twelve fenators, are ~ 


* The contemptuots opinion in which maAHOMMEDANS hold women, has, induced them to adopt. 
this notion. Sce p. 182. But among curistians thofe who ferioufly Advance this doctrine may . 
alfo maintain that ‘* priefts of all religions are the fame ;” and the next flep is, that virtue and vice: 
are the fame, ee er SO : ote te 


3 
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the chief managers in the government of this vaft empire; che colleges of war, 
‘commerce, mines, Sc, being fubordinate. - | re 


FecLESIASTICAL affairs are governed by the fynod, which has now more autho- 
rity and weight than in fome former reigns : the EMPRESS, whofe power 15 abiolute, 
having given great demonitrations of her difpofition to devotion. ‘The crzeKx 
fith is known to be the éftablifhed religion in this country, which differs from the 
ROMISH in many effentials, fuch as denying the authority of the pope, permitting 
piiefts to marry *, giving the facrament in both kinds, and believing in confub- 

: ftantiation. ‘They ufe pictures, and pay divine honors to the virgin Marv and to 

‘faints; but the majority of the courtiers, and men of education, here as in moft 
other places, have certain religious tenets of their own, and feem to think for 
themfelves. . OO ee oe 

«Sy, PETERSBURG, which was foiinded by Peter the Great in the beginning of 
‘this century, may at prefent be confidered as the modern and polite metropolis, and 
the chief refidence of the russian empire; and though fo lately a morafs, it is 
now an elegant and fuperb city, very healthful, and abounding in all the neceffaries, 
and many of the pleafures of lite. It was formerly built of wood, but now the | 
ufe of this material is permitted only in the fuburbs. re 


* Turs city is ranged on both fides of the neva, extending from eaft to weft near 
two ENGLISH miles; at the upper end of the north fide is the citadel, which is more — 
famous for the number of lives ic coft in building than for either its ftrength or 
preat importance, though it has feveral ufes. - It contains a ftately church, in 
‘. “awhich che remains of its founder PETER the GREAT, and his emprefs CATHERINE, | 
are depofited. It alfo ferves to beautify the town, and as a prifon for offenders 
againft the ftate. This city has neither gates nor walls, but the marfhy land near 
-<jt, Both in mvcrra to the fouth, and FINLAND and CARELIA to the north, and the 
gulph of FrinLanp to the ealt, render the accefs to it extremely difficult for an. 
army. [It is divided by feveral canals, PETER the GREAT intending to take aM- 
STERDAM as his model in building it; but from the reluctance with which it was 
originally begun by his fubjects, who were compelled to build, and Jikewife from 
errors in the plan, fome part of the city remains intirely unexecuted, and in others 
the houfes are too near the canals. . This does not hinder, but there are fome regu- 
Jar, broad, and well buile ftreets, and feveral very néble ftructures, particularly 
the: great chancellor’s, the vice chancellor’s, the marfhal sHepztorr’s, the fena- 
tor SHEVALLOFF’S, COUNt CHEREMOTEFF’S, Count GALLOWIN’s, and fome others of 

— lefs note. | | ae 


_° ‘Tire encouragement which the empress has given to building, for which the 
feems to have a paffion, contributes to the beauty of the city. Befides the two 
royal palaces already mentioned, this lady has built a noble palace, faid to be 
intended for the great duke, in cafe he had been fo happy as to have children. 
There is alfo a nunnery lately built ; and about fifteen ENGLISH miles diftant from 


© But they are permitted to marry but once; fo that the wives of prietts are generally well treated, - 


ou 
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the city at CZARSKO ZELO; ‘js a royal palace. ‘Thefe edifices are for the moft part 
of brick, and plaftered over fo as to make an elegant appearance ; but the work is 
generally done in a hurry, and the materials. hor. very: durable. An ITALIAN 
architect having been fome years fince eftablithed in p Ussra, the tafte of rrary is 
adopted in almoft all their houfes ; and though the feverity of the climate js fo 
great, they abound in windows much beyond our houfes in encLanp. Asa 
further additional beauty to this city, the EMpReEss has caufed a large equeftrian 
_ flatue of rerzr the crear In.metal, to be made under the care of the ingenious 
and much efteemed count rosrrettt, intending to ereét it on a pedeftal- in the. .. 
area before the palace, in pious memory of her tather, | 





| COHOA Pe LXxxnt, 


A view of the revenues, number of inbabitants, taxes, military force and genius of 
the foldiery in nussia.. A fuccint? account of the.nature of the climate, alfa of the 
 ftoves, and kind of drefs ufed in that countrys. 2 


FIE -revenues of the russrayx empire, which. were formerly of five millions: 
only, are now encreafed to fifteen millions of rubles *, and are yet improvea~. 


ble, without diftreffing the fubje&t. Thefe may be computed to arife from the pole’ 
tax of feventy-five copeeks a head, on eight millions feven hundred and iifty thou- 
fand male fubjects. The boyar, or lord, receives ‘of his beors about. one. hundred ‘ 
and twenty copeeks ® each head male; according to the goodnefs: of the eftate : fome 
bring in yet more.confiderably, and others cannot fupport themfelves. The lord - 
has alfo a certain’ number of them to work for him, but he pays the tax due to the 
crown on all his vaifals, and after a-revifion is made, the fame tax continues, 
" whatever mortality may fucceed, till a further revifion takes place, The circas: 
S1aNS who inhabit the uKk AINE pay but a quarter of a ruble a head. The cuftoms 
IN ST. PETERSBURG, RIGA, NARVA and ARCHANGLE, produce above a million 
of rubles ; and the monopoly of fale, pot-afh, rhubarb, {pirituous liquors, with the 
produce of the government’s iron mines in srpeRra, the CHINA trade, and inland | 
— duties, conftitute the remainxler.. This fur of chree mulions fterling, which we have - 
| Jearnt in Great BRITAIN the art of {wallowing in three or four months. campaign, 
anfwers. the exigencies of the russian ftate, and makes them courted by their — 
friends, and‘dreaded by theif enémies * nor js it ftrange, if one confiders that the 
~ pay of a major-general in Russia is not above three choufand Gx hundred “rubles: a 
year“, a.commandant or -brivadier one thoufand eight hundred, a colonel eight 
hundred, a major four hundred, a captain one hundred and eighty, a Heutenant 
one hundred and twenty, and.a common foldier fix. Phey are faid to have at leatt 
‘two hundred and fifty thoufand regulars, including garrifons of leventy thoufand ; 
and fuppofing a third part of them cloathed annually, and giving them their allow- 
Cm te OS anid 
' 4* Three millions ferlmg. =. ..b One ruble,. and a Afth, ‘or five fhillings and a ‘penny. 
* Seven hundred apd fifty pounds = st 7 | 
Vou. 2s ee - 
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ance of falt, croop*, and bread, their pay will hardly exceed thirty rubles” a man, 
officers included ; and confequently this formidable force cofts only feven millions 
Sve hundred thoufand rubles‘; which does not take up half the national income: 

~The collection of the revenues, which is fo vaft an expence in ENGLAND, Is a very 
‘oconfiderable charge to the RUSSIAN government, their collectors being moftly paid 
by the perquifites annexed to their employments from hence it is eafy to reconcile 
how indifpenfably neceflary prefents are in Russta in tranfacting bufinefs with any 
of the public departments, though I muft own my opinion, that perquifites tend 

- to the ruin of empires. oo 


iz, Tre number of fouls in ST. PETERSBURG are generally computed at two hundred- 
and fifty thoufand, including the garrilon, which is numerous ; but in reckoning the 
fubjects throughout the whole empire, they lay it down as a rule, that the hundred 
_ and feventy Gith male raifes an army of near fifty thoufand men, and confequently 
 fuppofing an equal number of females, the whole may be reckoned feventeen 
millions five hundred thoufand fouls: the tributary TARTARS, the RUSSIAN’ 
‘UKRAINE 4, and the conquered provinces *, are not included in this account; if we 
confider the vaft extent of that empire, though many parts are not inhabited, it is. 
probable this number is near the truth, As to the uKRAINE, I have been ‘affured - 
~ that one eftate in that country ' contained fixteen thoufand acres of arable, and nine 
thoufand of pafture land. ee ce So 7 
. Besrpes the ordinary computation of two hundred and fifty thoufand regulars, the 
- pussrans can collect a body of forty thoufand, or more, of KHALMUCKS, COSSACKS, 
“and other TARTARS. In the laft TURKISH war I have been affured that Russia had 
above three hundred thoufand troops in pay; thus with their own money at home, 
of in foreign pay, when abroad in foreign fervice®, fo long as thefe people train 
up a number of good officers, they muft have great weight in the political {cale in 
_ EUROPE, as wel] as in ASIA. Their foldiers bear the extremities of cold and heat, 
‘hunger and thirft,; and when well conducted to the charge, have generally fhewn 
great intrepidity. . Being provoked by long refiftance they are apt to be cruel when 
conquerors, of which I have heard feveral ftories from thofe who ferved in the laft 
TURKISH War, ar J os, on - 


Wiru regard to the climate of RUSSIA, it it eafy to conceive how extremely it 
differs, even in the feveral parts of it included in Europe, and {till more in their 
asiaTic dominions. In st. PETERSBURG we find that february generally brings a 
bright fun and clear fky, and the froft being yet very fharp, every objeck feems to 
glitter with gems ; the nerves thus become braced by the. cold; and though the 
reflexion of the fun from the fnow is very ftrong, yet the eyes are feldom hurt by it.. 

‘There is no {mall amufement in riding in fledges, to thofe who by the length of the 
winter have in fome meafure forgot the much {uperior pleafure which nature prefents 
when fhe is cloathed in grecn. a re i 


—— ~ Marcn 
& r —— 2 

a A {pecies of meal. — b Six pounds ten fhnllings. > © Qne million five hundred 
‘and feventy-five thoufand pounds. This word fignifies frontiers. ©. . * Livontra, ESTONIA; 


. ENGRIA, and part Of FINLAND.  £ Count GALLOWIN’s. | g Which happened in the 
year ivajye So an 7 
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Marcu is often attended with fhowers, and thefe with the heat of the fun pene- 

_ trate the body of the ice, which is generally three quarters of a yard thick on the 
NEv.A*; being at length rotten, and appearing as a honey-comb, about the end of 


that month it ordinarily breaks up, and its motion feems to attract the north-eaft 
wind, for the wind generally blows. very cold from that quarter, 


Tue gulph of rinLanp, at the entrance of cronst apr, is feldom free of ice before 
the end of april; fo that the moft early fhips do not often arrive before the firft week 
—anmay. This month is frequently very warm, the days being fo much Jenethened ; 
thus nature feems to be reverfed, and fummer to precede the {pring, for it is fome- 

_ times the firft or june before any confiderable verdure appears. The nitre contained 
‘in the inow invigorates the earth to that degree, and the intenfe heat of the fun 

“brings on the verdure fo faft, that the eye can difcover its progrefs from day to day. 
Tull the middle of july it feems to be one continued day, the fun not intirely 
~ difappearing above two. hours in the twenty-four: but the delight ‘which this 
*feafon naturally affords, is confiderably abated by the uneafinefs- created by the , 
heat; however, a week feldom paffes but they are refrefhed by joutherly and wefterly™: 

‘winds, which often bring gentle fhowers, particularly from the fouth. I once” 
experienced a delightful autumn till the end of feptember; but this happens very 

rarely: auguft generally clofes the feene ; fo that we can hardly fay there are above 
three months of fummer., . a _ 

_ SEPTEMBER, in the ordinary computation, brings rain and froft; o¢tober increafes ’ 
the feverity of both ; and november always clofés up the neva. Then comes on 
the feafon for the fpeedy and eafy conveyance on the fhow, which brings frefh, 
‘provifions to market a thoufand ewcirsm miles by land, as thofe ‘can witnefs who 

have often eat in st. PETERSBURG the beef of arcHaNceEL. In december and 
january the cold is often very intenfe, and the poor, who are fometimnes overtaken 
~ by liquor, or expofed in plains or other open places, particularly on. the river be- | 
tween the city and cronstTaprT, not unfrequently peruh with cold. . .. 


5, 


_ Russra is by no means.a proper country for thofe who delight in rural pleafures, 
or think a walk’ in a fine day one of the moft elevated joys the heart can receive. 
_It is eafy: however to refolve the prrricuLtty. fome make concerning the poffibility 
of living at all, or Lrvine in any fenfe.above a bare exiftence. The abundance of 
~ birch and elder with which the russians are fupplied, and the commodioufnels of 
» the ftoves, enables them to introduce any degree of warmth into their houfes ; and 
where proper care is taken to burn the wood intirely to.-an afh before the heat is 
confined, it is far from being difagteeable: but if the tube or chimney by which 
. the Imoke is carried out, is {topt too foon, the air contained in the room becomes 
corrupted, and where no relief is given by letting in freth air, the effect is as mortal 
' as-that of charcoal. _ | vy re . | 
a . aa rr ee me _ oe oe, ee 
\. ‘Te common people in this countty are cloathed with Jong coats made Of dreft. 
theep ikins, with the wool towards ‘their bodies... Thefe are admirably adapted. 
48tn fome great rivers to the north-eaft the ice is faid to be much thicker. | 
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“ £0 the climate, and coft only two rubles 2, they alfo ule a coarfe cloth, in which 
they fwaddle their legs and feet: this is. fecured. by a cord of reeds, their fandals 
being alfo of the fame material. -Theit caps are lined with fur,. and-cover the 
ears and neck as well as their heads: they wear fafhes round their waite, and 
double gloves, one of woollen and the other of leather, which take in the hand 
without any diftinétion, except the thumb ; and thefe are alfo an effential part 
of their -cloathinge © 5 seh oo. ee 


eo00 


- Peopie of any diftin@tion fer the moft part drefs as we do in ENGLAND, and are 
tinder no other neceffity than that of wearing a full great coat lined with fur, 
fuch as wolf’s, fox’s,.or linx’s, with a deep quilted or fur-lined cap when they. 
go abroad. The women of -the lower clafs, befides their petticoats, wear fheep 
{kins as the men: thofe who move in a higher fphere, wear fowered filk cloaks © - 
ined with furs, of which the moft common fort is of white hare’s. Ladies of the. 
Grit diftinction are feldom without thefe eloaks lined with rich furs, and by the 
advantage of coaches or fledges and domeftic conveniences, perhaps fufier. lefs by. 
cold than the people in the fouth of France ;. although, upon the w hole, I can by: 
jo means think it a climate conducive to the prolorigation of life, efpecially to aged 
perfons, or valetudinarians. oe eS | 


_ 


~ 
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Several flories and private circumflances velating to PETER the GREAT« © 

- Bi T. what is truly deferving admiration in Russra, are the labours of the 
; -mmortal PETER, who ftill lives not only in every part of the government, but - 
in every work of art and defign. We can hardly fay too much of this prince ; his 

charaéter is admired by the world in general, but particularly by the part of ic that 
he governed, and which muit ever revere his memory, fo long as they retain -any 
traces of his vaft genius and indefatigable labours. TE, in the revolurions of ages, 
they fhould again decline into their antient barbarity of manners, they never will 
give a flronger proof of that barbarity, than by ceafing. to. venerate his names” 


.. Tue moft early part of this prince's life gave® fuch proof of a mind formed — 
for great actions, that he foemed to be a man from his infancy, and with his man- 

hood the hero grew up to that prodigious height, of which he gave the world io 

- many. proofs. ~— me a | a Oe 
- Ts:p intimations he had received- from foreigners of the government, arts, and 
improvements -of other countries, made him. weep over the ignorance and barba- 
zity of his own; but his forrow gave way to his hopes; and fired with the noble 
cardour of true greatnefs, he refolved to purfue it by the only path which, from - 
a the 
* Nine fhillings. dD The pussians call it a sHOOBE. | | 
¢ ‘There are two kinds, fome with andfome without arms... - 


soe 
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the light of his own cenius, he difcovered to lead to it. He had too good a 
judgment to attempt the thing by any means but thofe which alone were practicable. 

How amazing was his refolution, who was born to‘empire, and had an abjolute 

power over fo many millions of people, to humble himfelf to the low offices and: 
laborious drudgery of life!. But he faw that example, affifted by his boundlefs: 
. authority, could alone infpire his people with juft fentiments, or compel them to 2: 
due obedience; and that the opulency and power of nations muft arife from ufeful 
arts and mechanic employments: he fought that power and opulency at their very. - 
fountain-head, and determined in his own perfon to act as much like a.cop as a man 
could do, diffufing his influence by actions, the due effect of which, humanly 
- fpeaking, it-was impoffible for any man, except himfelf, to produce. Thus he. 
fubmitted as if he had been born only toa mean and low fortune and determined 
to do that which fhould deferve a crown 3. and when he had obtained it, to take on 
him the true glory of a king, in wearing it gracefully, and according to the order 
of that providence which watches over the good of mankind: His actions demon- 
rate that he thought it more glorious to excel as an artificer or mechanic, than to 
~ fway a fcepter upon no other title than his birth. re 


Ir is hard to fay what the world has loft in the journal which he kept himfelf, 
probably ,it contained what no hiftorian can pretend to relate of him. = | fhall 
mention a few particulars which 1 do not find recorded of him in any hiftorical 
accounts, being what I learnt of perfons with whom he frequently converfed. In 
AMSTERDAM he entered in a dock yard as a common carpenter, in the name of — 
PETER MICHAILLO, but he was known only to the mafter of the yard. It happened | 
one day that perer, by miftake, took the tools of another perfon inftead of his — 
own; the owner difcovering his tools in the hands of his companion, and thefe not 
being readily reftored to him, words enfued, and the man gave PETER a blow 3 
the matter of the yard being informed of the matter, fent for the fuppofed offender, - 
and in the prefence of this prince reproved him feverely, and threatened him with | 
punifhment. PETER now put on the emperor, not in the infolence of power, and — 
with the externals of a king, but in pleading for the injured. ‘* The man, fays ° 
« he, is in the right, and | am in fault ;”?.and immediately made up the quarrel © 
by giving him money. “Thus did this great monarch learn the true art of life and - 
‘government, and through this voluntary arduous difcipline, teach himfelf how ta 
rule the fpirits of an ignorant and uncivilized people. - a re 


_.. |r has been imputed to this prince, that he was cruel. ‘The exact rule of mercy 
and juffice cannot always be obferved by any mortal man; and leaft of all by. 
princes, whe cannot fearch to the bottom of every thing,- A man of his ftrength 
Of refolution, cannot be fuppofed to have a heart of the melting fort; and the - 
ingratitude and infenfibility of his fubjects, their repugnancé to accept the terms of 
their own felicity by the means he fought it for them, means fo obvioufly pro-— 
duétive of the end, and yet fo. obftinately refitted, could not but fire him with 
fome refentment, and might alfo perfuade him they could be ruled only by a rod of 
iron. “Thus he might commit fome acts of feverity, but that he put men to: death | 
with his own hand, I am perfuaded is nottrue*, | oO OO 
2 Th the cafe of the rebellion fuppreffed by general corpon, hiftorians mention his bemg angry - 
ee ee ee ad before his arrival at Mos@Q. 9 -  -t * He 
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AN amorous difpofition, and a cruel one, are compatible in the fame perfon, as 
experience often evinces ; but cruelty and ereatnefs of mind, fuch as this prince 
demonftrated, are not compatible. His great foible was the love of women ; he ~ 
was not however profufe, nor even generous in his amours, if one may believe the . 
reports of mifs CROSS, who was diftinguifhed, in her way, by the emperor's favor 
i ENGLAND. In HOLLAND he was feen with a girl in his arms at 4 common 
drinking-houfe, of which reprefentation there ‘; now an excellent picture in the - 

glace at PETERHOFF. JA gardiner once threw a hough at him for his amorous 
advances to a girl who was working in a garden. In fhort, for a king he was as 
little elegant as expenfive in his amours: 4s in things of the higheft moment, fo in | 
this he aéted according to his inclinations, without any regard to forms. It is true, 
‘n this inftance he was no hero, but as fervilely fubmiffive to an imperious appetite 
ag acommon man: and +. femed in him but mere appetite, at jeaft we do not find 


‘that the torment or pleafure arifing from a paffionate indulgence, or a reafonable. 


government of this weaknefs, ever drew him into ‘nconveniencies, or protracted the 


progrefs of that active and extenfive glory for which he was fo much diftinguifhed 


and for this vice, we muft fay with Sir WALTER RALEIGH, as well as | remember, 


«¢ Tf apam in his {tate of innocence ; DAVID God’s chofen fervant ; and SOLOMON, 
“a man of the greateft wifdom, fwerved from their duty to the living God, 
<¢ through the love they bore to woman, it is not fo wonderful as lamentable that 
‘© men in all fucceeding ages have, &c.? This great prince, who underftoad fo 


well what regarded the good of the fociety, could harcly exclude the ‘religion he 


<i 


profefied from the fyftem of his politics 5 and we may charitably prefume that he, 


‘ike pavip, made his peace with heaven. 


"Pie was often feen to weep when he ordered executions. Milfs HAMBLETON *, @ 
maid of honor to the emprefs CATHERINE, had an amour which at different times 
produced three children: fhe had always pleaded ficknels ; but peTer being 
fufpicious, ordered his phyfician to attend her, who foon made the ‘difcovery. 


«Tt alfo appeared that a fenfe of {hame had triumphed over her humanity, and that 


the children had been put to death as foon as born. PETER enquired if the father 
of them was privy to the murder ; the lady infifted that he was innocent, for fhe 
had always deceived him, by pretending they were fent to nurfe. Juftice now 
called on the emperor to punifh the offence. The lady was much beloved by the 
EMPRESS, WhO pleaded for her; as to the amour i¢ would have been pardonable, 
but not the murder. PETER fent her to the caftle, and went himéelf to vific her ; 


the faét being confeffed, he pronounced her fentence with tears, telling her that his _ 


\ 


duty as a prince, and God’s vicegerent, called on him for that juftice which her 
serime had rendered indifpenfably neceflary ; and therefore fhe muft prepare fer 
death. He attended her alfo on the fcaffold, where he embraced her with the 


-utmoft tendernefs mixed with forrow : and fome fay, that when her head was ftruck 


off, he took it up by the ear whilft the lips were yet trembling, and kiffed’ chem’? 


—acircumftance of an extraordinary nature, and yet not incredible, confidering the’ 


peculiazities of his character. 
: } | | How 
* Some call this lady MACKENZY.” + ar 
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How generous was his conduct to the swEDisH prifoners after the battle of poz- 


Towa! Fie ftruck one of his own officers for {peaking difrefpectfully of the king 


of swepEN +, and faid to him, * AmI not a king, and might not my fortune 


‘* have been the fame as that prince’s?” But what a profufion of found politics was 


difplayed in his taking his fword from his own fide, and prefenting it as a token of - 


his favor to the swepisn general RENCHILD, upon the occafion of that general’s . 


laying, “ Though the king my matter ated contrary to my pinion, yet J thought 


“* mytelf bound, asa faithful lubject, to obey his commands.” 


AS it is the cuftom with us to interrupt converfation by drinking healths ae_ 


table, in russta they add alfo another impertinence, by their fervants offering 


wine whether you afk for it or not. -PErer was in warm difcourfe with admiral - 


APRAXIN, when the vice-admiral senavin prefented him with a falver of wine: 
the emperor impatiently threw back his arm, which neceffarily overfet: the falver, 
and ftruck the admiral: he then purfued his difcourfe as if nothing had happened ; 
afterwards recollecting himéelf, he afked the admiral apraxin if he had not ftruck 
lomebody? * Yes, fays he, your majefty {truck the vice-admiral SENAVIN; “tis 
** true, he was in the wrong for interrupting your majefty, but he is a very honeft 
** man and a brave officer.” Prrer then reproached himfelf for ftriking an officer 
of that rank, fent for him immediately, begged his pardon, kiffed him, and the next 


day fent him a prefent, «- : 


- Vatensky, who had a command in the PERSIAN expedition, had been once 
beaten by perer’s orders, miftaking him for another. “ Well, fays peter, I 
“am forry forit, but you will deferve it one day or other, and then remind me that 
“\ you are in arrears with me;” which accordingly happened upon that very expe- 

_ dition, and he Was excufed, . a 


: g ' , 


 Tuus- did this great prince temper the natural impetuofity of his difpofition with - 
the utmoft tendernefs and regard to thofe who deferved well of him. It is known 


that he himfelf fubmitted to enter his name as a private man in the army he raifed, 
that his greateft fubjeéts might have no expectations of any other advancement than 


-whatdhould be due to their merit. Ee had moft experience as a general, but his 


favorite paffion inclined to the marine: he more than once appeared incog, as a: 
‘common pilot, and received an ENGLISH crown and a cheefe for bringing a fhip. 
from the bar to cronsTapr. en — oo, 

. ; . . a. . . . : 


Tuts prince had to contend not only with the perverfenefs of the vulgar; he found. 


reftraints of good laws. GaAGaRIN, 2 fenator, had been for fome time governor 


_ It neceffary to teach the hioheft orders of his people to fubmit to the wholefome 


of SIBERIA, and accumulated more than a juit minifterial fortune by indirect 


practices, particularly by oppreffing the caravans paffing to and from cHINA: at 
length he was brought to “+ PETERSBURG, Condemned and hanged on a gallows 
erected oppofite the fenate houfe. After a few days the fenators begged that his 
nt ; | : oe ~ OR | a 
OTS this purpofe we may remember the ftory of the Persian foldier, who was told, «« Sir, you are 
™. paid to fight againft Alexander, not to rail athim.* =~ | 


we | Se | majefty : 


—_ 
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majetty would order the body to be removed, intimating that it was a {candal to 


ther rank as fenators. ** Yes, fays the emperor, let him be taken down then, 
and hung up at the common gallows 3” which. was accordingly performed. 9 


Tue Tory of his fuppoted intrigue with baron corTzZ to invade ENGLAND, 
'. 4g mentioned by iome hiftorians: however that affair might. be, he always 
denied it, but found matter ot complaint. againit his vice-chancellor SCHAPIROFF, 
who after being brought to the block his fentence was changed into banifhment. 
Upon a farther examination of his papers it appeared’, that during his minifiry 
at the HacuE, he had accepted a tum of ten thoufand: pounds for the difcovery 
of a fecret: PETER having -eceived this evidence of his muinitter’s guilt, would . 
have recalled him to execution: OSTERMAN; afterwards vice-chancellor, reprefented 
to the emperor, that as he had pardoned scHAPIROFF, who had not been fince guilty 
of any frefh crime, fach an aétion would fully his honor; to which advice, though 
highly offended, he fubmitted. |». - = | 


WESTPHALEN, the DANISH minifter at the RussTaw court, had fent a remarka- 
ble piece of news to COPENTIAGEN ; PETER, by means of his minifter in that city, 
procured WESTPHALEN’S own letter, and then challenged him upon the fubject 5 
WESTPHALEN flatly denied that he had given any fuch intelligence, tll PETER 
produced his letter, upon which he very coolly replied, “+ fee princes have 
 & Jong arms; your majefty knows very well the duty I owe to my own prince 
* and country: was I im your majefty’s fervice I fhould confult your intereft with 
“¢ the fame fidelity.” PETER, though extremely difgufted, acquiefced in this 
We. muft not be furprized that this prince, while he was only a pupil in the 
- {chool of greatnels, condefcended to menial offices or low mechanic employments, 
when only perfonal labour and perfonal knowledge could anfwer the end he had 
sq view. In the height of his glory, and after the completion of his conqueit, 
he had fo entire a contempt of thofe external circumftances which fometimes 
- conftitute the whole of a king, except the power annexed to royalty, that he feemed 
“ambitious only of a fovereignty in foul, and to aét rather than appear the king. 
Fle had an extreme difike to rich cloaths, and was never {> well fatisfied as in his - 

repimentals °: he never wore but one fuit of embroidery, and that for a fingle day 

only. Jn the fummer time it was his ufual cuftom to drive about the ftreets of ST. 
 peTersBuRG in a chair with one horfe, without any other attendance than one 

foldier on horfeback. In winter he has been feveral times feen in a common 
hackney fledge *. It would fometimes happen that he had not the value of three penee 
" in his pocket to pay the fare; and has more than once afked the loan of this money 


mo 


. ® As fome confidently affert. - | ae a a . 
 » A green cloth with a narrow gald lace, which is the riche cloathing in the army, andthe RUSSIANS 
ag well as the pRUSSIANS are not permitted to wear any other cloaths than their regimentals. The 
EMPRESS however has made her fea officers very fine, their cloaths being white cloth, and the captains 
have gold Jace enough upon it to confume a good partof their pay. oo 
_ © Thefe are im value about four fhillings; they are drawn by {mall mean horfes, and driven by the 
commonelt boors. oo ~ _ oo | 


a. - + 
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of any: perfon whom he knew, and accidentally met ; yet _notwithftanding thefe 
feeming improprieties, the luperiority of his Senius fupported the dignity Of a great 
monarch ; and it was by laying afide Pomp and {plendor, which were uneffential to 


HIS glory, that he appeared fo much fike a deity, in every place, almott at one and - 


the fame time. He was Senerally at his tribunals and public offices in the winter 


feafon by five in the Morning ; and thus his Pperfonal attendance, and Knowledge of 
bufinefs, taught his fubjects their refpective duties, confined them to thofe duties, 


and made the ftate flourith, Fe was not contented Without going to the bottom of 


things, and therefore, inffead of making his people wait on him, he watched them ; 
fo that he was feldom to be found in the palace, Prince MENZIKOFF had the Charge 
_ of public feafts for foreion miniiters, fo thar PETER {pent no time in vain Ceremonies ; 
.. and as-to his own diet It was rather coarfe than elegant. . ' : oe 


Tr is morally impoffible that fuch a country as Russta was, could be more {peedily 
feduced to a regular and confiftent plan of Sovernment: but the. extremity of 
arbitrary power, which had long fubfifted, and the ‘Unpolithed manners which had: 
_ for fo many ages prevailed, ‘feemed to haye eltablifhed a rule of ASIATIC policy,. 

Which PETER was not able or not willing intirely to deftroy : this conffted in a 
fore of connivance in the Prince, in feeing the grandees pillage the lower clafles of 


mm 


the people, according as their offices might. afford them an occafion. bur when 
they had thus accumulated wealth, and rendered themfelves obnoxious to the laws, : 


their fovereign came in for the plunder, either by degrading the offender, or fuffering a 


him to ranfom one part by delivering up the other, - 

a a | . ; . ‘ 
s But itis amazing that this preat prince did not enter lerioufly into the con fideration 
_ of the bad adminiftration of the laws, with regard to property and juttice, till the 
very clofe of his life, and in his laft ficknefs. The refolution he then took, confined 
. the determination of common caufes to the term of eleven days; but it was no more 
than a flath of light which involves the traveller in Breater darknefs. Laws which 
are {0 obvioufly intended to fupport the fociety, are now in the moft parts of 5 UROPE 
fo perverfely wretted tO the purpofes of lawyers, to the eternal reproach of 
CHRISTENDOM, as to become the plague and diftrefs of the virtuous; and the 


inftrument of the moft deteftable condué of the bafe and Corrupt part of mankind :. 


nor is there, [ believe, a fingle country in all SUROPE, except prussra, either ie: 


limited or arbitrary monarchies, where this is not complained of as a moft crying 


abule. — Had this Sreat prince lived a few years longer to {way the russran {cepter, 


At is more than probable he would have fhewn the king of -prussr, that-example, 
which thjs prince, who deferves to be called §reat, had he no other Virtue, has 
given to all the other fovereigns and nations of EUROPE, Se 


. AFTER what I have oblerved of the condefcenfions familiar to PETER the creat, 
the reader will nor he furprifed that he converted with all forts of people of whon 
he could learn any thine ufeful 3 among whom fome of the ENGLISH and othep 
foreign merchants were frequently his companions. He eat and drank with them, 
and was often godfather to their children ; if his godchild died, he has even more 


than once attended their funerals, He was very inquifitive about trade, yet he 


confeffed it was what he leaft underftood : but his eftablifhment of the commerce 
OL. Fo. - a : :. Dd d ; ch | 
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on oT. PETERSBURG, and bringing the greateft part of it from ARCHANGEL; the 
“premiums he offered to thofe who fhould find out new branches of trade; his 
fetting up and encouraging new manufactories of linen and hemp in his own 
country ; the great countenance he gave to foreign merchants, and many other fuch 
like circumftances, are certain indications that he underftood, in many initances, 
the means of advancing commerce as well as the great end of it. 


Tris prince made even his pleafures and amufements fubfervient to the important 
ends of his government. He had more than once received very melancholy proofs. 
‘of the impatience of his fubjects under the reformation which he had planned, 
-and was now accomplifhing : this rendered him extremely fufpicious of them. As. 
“mens hearts are generally moft open in their cups, he often drank with them: 
liberally, fometimes at court, and oftner at their own houfes. His manners feemed. 
-to be rude, in requiring even the ladies, upon certain occafions, to fwallow goblets. 
‘of wine, or other itrong liquors ; but in this he had his views: drinking is ftill the 
_wice of RUSSIA, but in a more elegant manner than in paft times. _ se 


He had frequent convulfive diftortions of his head and countenance, contracted 
by a fright in his youth, upon an occafion when his life was in danger ; but in fuch 
. cafes it was always the rule of the company he was in, to look down, or a different 
-_. way, and purfue their difcourfe without deeming toregard him, 2, 2: 


To prevent a furprize or any attempt on hap life, he would never lie alone: 
when he was not with the EMPREss or other companion, he ordered one of his. 
. chamberlains * to fleep with him: which was an uncomfortable fituation to them, 
- as he was very angry if they awaked him ; and in his fleep he often grafped them. 


_.. Wuart compleated his character as a matter of exquifite art and acute judgment, 
- he diverted his people into.a contempt of that fordid ignorance which for fo many 

ages had reigned in this country, and which he now made it his tafk to banifh. This. 
could not be done more effectually than by ridiculing a fuperftitious reverence of. | 
the cuftoms of their forefathers.. With this view he ordered a great number of 
drefies of the feveral officers of the crown and court as worn in pait ages; and in 
-thefe bimfelf and his whole court appeared in mafquerade : thus exhibiting them- 
felves to the people under feveral comic figures, they diverted, them into a perfua- 


_ fion that they were at Jeaft as wife in their age, and in their appearances, as theit. 
fathers had been before them. ...-. © .- . 


Ts great prince was the fon of the CZAR ALEXIS MICHAELOWITZ, by his fe- 
cond wife NATALIA. CARILOWNA NARISKIN. .. He was born the 1ith of june 1672; 
sand, after being the wonder of the age in which he lived, he took his flight from. 


«this world the 28th of january 1725, leaving a character which will command the 
“admiration of all fucceeding generations... ms 


_ 


rm 


* Whom the russians call DENSHICKS. 


CHAP. 


CC HA p —LXKXY. | Oo 
The firft cRablifoment of the ENGLISH fabbory in RUSSIA. The complaines of the mer. 
_ chants of GREAT BRITAIN, Particularly the RUSSIA traders, with refpe® to Ja» | 


reiguers vbtaining ntis of aaduralization, weulbout - any intention of continuing in this 
_ . kingdom, —_ Be - 


4 


of fome moment to my friends in that country, if not to this nation. The 
“ENGLISH factory in Russta, as ] have already had occafion to obferve, was frit 
eftablithed in ARCHANGED, in virtue of a charter gtanted by king painrp and queen 
MARY, at the fame time that the CZAR IVAN WASsiLowiTz {wayed the russian 


| BE FORE I take my leave of Russta, ] ought perk ps to mention a Circumitance 


‘Tuts eharter is of too extenfive a nature, either in regard to the crown, the russia 
‘company, or the Brivis fubjects at large, to be fully complied with, and is 
confequently become In certain re{pects Obiolete 3 it referves however in ful] force 
fuch neceffary authority as excludes all foreigners, CXCEPC RUSSIANS, from a parti-+ > 
Cipation of the Russta trade to GREAT BRITAIN; and in virtue of the by-laws to 
which the traders acquiefce, the good Bovernment of the company is fupported , 

& {mall tax is levied for extraordinary occafions, and for the charitable Purpole af . 
relieving poor feamen, and the widows of deceafed mariners,” | ee 
- THe fa&ors employed abroad in the name of the rugsra company, removed , 
from ARCHANGEL to st. PETERSBURG, foon after pergr the GREAT founded that — 
‘city, which he made the feat of the russrayn commerce, Among other particulars 
it is remarkable, that this factory has been for fome time blended with foreigners, 
Who, in confequence of their naturalization, have enjoyed a Participation of the 
privileges and immunities of the rompany. The sririsy factors fay this with | 
umpatience, and at length fent their remonitrances to their principals in LONDON, 
~3n confequence of which an oppolition Was made to a bill * then depending before 
the parliament in behalf of a oreigner. ‘This js a circumftance about which there 
are a great variety of opinions: fome particulars relating to the cafe of the mers 
chants of GREAT BRITAIN refiding at home ’) Orin the sritisn factories in fo- 
_ feign countries, with refpect to perfons obtaining acts of naturalization, without any 

_ purpofé of continuing in thefe kingdoms, were printed, and of which I have pre~ 

ferved fuch extracts as ferve as an introduction to the fubject, viz, - 


“ “THE granting to ftrangers all the rivileges and immunities which the con- 
“| ditution derives to thot: born under its protection, and who have a mutual 
* te of duty and affection, has been ever regarded in all civilized nations, as a poine 
-* 1982, 


| > There are-a fer of men In the world fo flranpely perverfe, as to convert the moft itidifferent thin gs 
into occafions of offence and flander. Would any fober perfon have thought that the words :' Mer- - 
“* chants of cREaT Brivarx,” fhould be objeéted to, as the aflertion of a falfity, imputed to the fr& 
edition of this beok, becaufe art, the merchants did not acquiefcé; or becaufe fame who figned the 

. petition refuted their affent to its being prefented, and pretended to give laws to others who had an 
equal right? . ee 4 


_ 
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« of the higheft importance to the public ; as it plainly is in GREAT BRITAIN, where 


44 


€i 


fuch a participation, in the birthrights of its {ubjeéts, cannot be beftowed but by 
the legiflature, that is, in effect, by the confent of the whole kingdom. | 


¢ Wrenrver therefore this high and great favor is conferred, it muft be pre-' 


famed to flow from juft and weighty reafons ; fuch as eminent fervices actually 
performed by thofe who feck it, or which may be rationally expected from them ; 


and in this light, acts of naturalization are highly reafonable, as they are appa-" 


rently calculated for the public benefit; and arguments of this kind have been 
ufually fuggefted, when favors of this fort have been rendered more general, 
with a view to invite into this country foreign proteftants of eafy fortunes, fkil- 
ful in commerce, capable of introducing or improving manufactures, or, In a 
word, fit to become ufeful members of the community ; into which they are te- 
ceived in the moft folemn manner, and become intitled to all that is dear and 
valuable to ENGLISHMEN. 


« Turse motives, arifing from reciprocal advantages, have been efteemed fo 
wife and equitable, that acts of naturalization fo founded, have been ever confi- 
dered as tending highly to the advantage of this nation, and more efpecially to 
the mercantile intereft : which has certainly reaped very fignal and indifputable 
advantages from them ; as Is particularly manifeit from numbers of opulent fa- 
milies now fubfifting in thefe kingdoms, that were originally invited, fixed or 
eftablifhed here, in virtue of fuch wife and falutary laws. ; 


& Burt this being the cafe, it is not eafy to fee how the fame benehts, or any 
other adequate to them, can arile from particular or general acts of naturaliza-, 
tion, where the privileges granted to ftrangers are not in fome meafure re- 
frained to their refidence within the BRITISH dominions ; and this, from the faft 
bill for fuch a general naturalization, feemed to have been the fenfe of the legt- 
flature, from a claufe evidently founded upon this reafoning. 
© THe naturalizing foreigners, and thereby giving them a title to all the prt- 
vileges of Bririsn fubjects, without requiring from them the plain and natural 
equivalent of refiding here, puts it in their power to fettle in foreign coun- 
tries, with all the advantages due to the fubjects of GREAT BRITAIN ; and 
thereby affords them an opportunity of ferving their own countrymen, and in- 
deed foreigners of all nations, at the expence of GREAT BRITAIN, without any 
the leaft advantage accruing to this nation. | : 


f 


Sd 


« Weru refpect to foreigners thus naturalized, and eftablithed as factors abroad, — 
we are not led, either from reafon or experience, to conceive, that they can have 
any particular attachment to the interefts, or any real zeal, or rooted affection 
for the welfare of GREAT BRITAIN ; but muft be chiefly governed by that 
principle of felf-interett, which originally led them to feck fuch privileges, 


“of which they might avail themfelves, in confequence of thofe treaties and 


alliances concluded with the crown of GREAT BRITAIN; and by which many 
valuable immunities and indulgences are fecured to her fubjects 5 equivalents 


s+ for 
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“ for which, are, and will be always expected from the Bririsy nation, Thefe 
““ may frequently occafion a public expenice, and that expence mult be raifed by 
** taxes on the natives of this ifland; but. thefe naturalized foreigners reliding 
“* abroad, do not in the leaf contribute to them, Foreigners under thefe circum. 
“* flances are then more favored than the natives. a a 
‘* Tue arguments in favor of unreftrained aéts of naturalization to factors abroad, 
“ ought to. be extremely clear and convincing ; for in RUSSIA, and perhaps in other 
“* countries, it is difficult, if not impracticable, ro make the natives under{taind 
“* how the people of any other country can become ENGLISHMEN, OF BRITISH fyb. 
"ejects, and, by that means, entitled to the privileges that by treaties. are {tipu- 
‘lated to us. ‘Thus fuch treaties may be rendered very precarious, the dignity of 
“ the nation weakened, and the conduct of fuch foreigners fubject us to difputes. 
** and inconveniences, which otherwife might never have arifen, | : 


™ 


( * Tae a& of navigation, that wife and falutary law, which has been the bul- 
“ wark of the sritisn commerce, breathes a fpirit that would incline us to think 
the fame regard ought to be had to sritisy fiabiedts dS tO BRITISH bottoms. 
and that all imaginable precaution fhould be taken to fecure the advantages 
" arifing by a commiffion on the fale of the commodities and manufactures of this 
“ifland, to their natura} proprietors and native iubjects; more elpecially at a. 
“* juncture, when there is nothing more evident, than that al} the nations in Europe 
“have opened their eyes to the advantages of commerce. | 3 


_» 
~~ 


*“* THe queftion then is, if upon this principle we ought to be very circum{pedt 
“in beftowing the privileges of fubjeéts on thofe who were yelterday our rivals. 
“‘ without any fecurity that chey will not become the fame to-morrow 3 To this we. 
* may alfo add, that as there was a time when the whole of our trafic was engrof> 
“fed by Lomparons, merchants of the STEEL-YARD, members of the HANSEs 
“ TOWNS, and other foreigners, if we ought in common: prudence to avoid every . 
thing that May bring us into a like ftate again | 


* 


THE connexion which the nation has with foreigners, and the advantages con- 
fefledly derived from them, has made a deep impreffion on the minds of fome of 
the greateft men in this kingdom ; but general views of things do not always give 
the mind that light and fatisfaction as a particular obje&t which it can more ealily 
grafp, and from thence with the greater facility enlarge itfelf, and take in others of 
a fimilar. nature. Let us then examine fome particulars with regard to the cafe 
which gave occafion to thefe remarks. * The amount of the reafons againft.any 
“ reftrictive claufe in the a@s of naturalization of foreieners as factors in RUSSIA 4,” 
was this, that the treaty of commerce between the crowns Of GREAT BRITAIN 
and Russia is really a matter of no efeat moment; and that the fgure which the 
ENGLISH make in Russia, is owing to their affociation with foreigners in that coun-. 
try. A further argument was, “© That foreigners firuated in. Russta are under 


** peculiar difadvantages to all other foreigners, or even what they themfelves would. 
_ . | . 766 be, | 


* A paper publithed in r7 52 
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‘6 ‘be, if fituated in any other country; not by any particular law of the fegiflacure, 
<¢ but from a partial regulation of the Russia company, by which each member is 
66 reftrained by virtue of the oath taken upon his admiffion to his freedom, from 
 oiving any commiffions to any perfon not free of the company; and that freedom 
“6 55 never granted but to BRITISH born and naturalized fubjects ;° from whence ft 
is deduced that the trade is a monopoly. _ _ 


Tuus, becaufe the Russ!a company do not give up to foreigners.the benefits of 
the nussIAN trade with GREAT BRITAIN, therefore their charter is hurtful to GREAT 
priTain. Now it is evident that there cannot be a trade where a greater hberty 
is open to the natives of a country than this in queftion. The russran markets 
are always well fupplied, each trader purfuing his own inclination to import, and 
his own opinion concerning the rife and fall of markets, and the opportunities of 
fale: | have known gritisH houfes in sT. PETERSBURG, that for feveral fucceflive 
years have had from forty to an bundred bales of cloth remaining over the annual 
demand. ‘The credit given the RUSSIANS 1s never lefs than twelve months, unlefs in 
{mall articles, and it is often extended to fifteen and eighteen months, and the 
prices of goods are as low as poffible for the merchant to receive a living profit. 


‘Tuer are no monopolies or exclufive privileges affumed by the Russia company, 
nor any rule of conduct eftablifhed, which has the leaft appearance of being inju- 
rious to this nation; for any natural born proteftant fubject may, for five pounds, 
take his freedom of the company, go into RUSSIA, and eftablifh a houfe of bufineis, 
under the protection of the BRITISH Crown. The enGuisH merchant may alfo 
confign goods to any perfon who is a native of Russia, or a fubject of GREAT 
BRITAIN, remembring that the advantage in favor of the priTisH fubjects in Russia, 
according to the 27th article of the treaty of ‘commerce, is about one third part in 
the cultoms of foldiers cloths", yorKsHines® and flannels. Nor is there any 
reftraint with regard to the markets of thefe kingdoms, for any Russian as well as 
freeman of the company, may fend RusstaN goods intO ENGLAND he is only to 
pay the aliens duty, as eftablifked by law’. The law of nations, the right of 
reciprocal protection, and the jaft article of the treaty do, I apprehend, make the 
RUSSIANS entirely free to trade to this country. Some russian merchants have 
actually been here; but finding they could not difpoie of their soads in a fatis- 
factory manner, nor live near fo cheap as at home, they returned to their own 

COUnITy« 


Besrpes this favor in the cuftoms, the BRITISH faftors in $T. PETERSBURG efteem 

‘+ a-valuable privilege, that in all cafes where they are defendants, particularly 
that of bankruptcy, their affairs are cognizable by the college of trade, and their 
books facred to the infpection of four reputable merchants, appointed by that 
scollege. In many cafes atfo, where they are pleintiffs, they apply to the coilege of 
| trade; 


- 2 Coarfe cloths fo called. 3 b A thick coarfe cloth. t ‘This duty amounts to three 
fhillings and four pence, on a tun of hemp, or about three fourths per cent. on the prefent value of 
“hemp, -at twenty three pounds per tun, which in general terms is provided for in the treaty of commerce. 
The alicns duty in general brings in but a very “aconfiderable fam to the crowa, and might as well be 
renounced, with regard to the freedom of trade. ce Ss | 


= 
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trade ; but their common fuits and demands for money of che russray merchants, 
have been for fame years transferred to the magiltracy a, a | 


. Wrre regard to the quartering of foldiers jn Russia, the pririszy fubjeéts are. 
indulged in a peculiar manner, and no doubt jt ought to be deemed a favor, under 
a military Bovernment, to be exempt from it. This privilege however was more 
facred and more confiderable formerly than of late years. J have myfelf oppofed, 
attempts made by the officers ef the police to oblige me as a tenant to find quarters, 
I do not know that thefe attempts have yet fucceeded. againit tenant or landlord, bur. 
if the landlord is compelled to find quarters, and the rent is raifed.on this account, 
the tenant ought to complain; for we confider it not only as the ipirit of the treaty, 
that BRITISH fubjects fhall enjoy an entire exemption from quarters, that is. that. 
the landlord not being chargeable with it, the tenant fhall have: his rent fo much. 
the cheaper. This mutt be the fenfe of the 16th article, or it means nothing; for- 
who can imagine it thould be deemed a favor to a Bririsy government, thar com- 
mon foldiers. may not fit in. the compting-houfe of a BRITISH merchantin russia? 


_ How cautious the russtanes are-of being lavith of any effential part of the treaty. 
appears by this; that in order to afcertain the legality of Property, when a BRITISH 
fubject firft appears in the cuftom houfe of sr: PETERSBURG, the officers. demand 
a certificate of his maijefty’s conful, that the perfon is really what he pretends to be, 
and without it they will not clear his goods, a 


In what manner this treaty of commerce is.confidered by. the nussrans, may be- 
deduced from the embafly of monfieur. pg DIEU, at the RUSSIAN court in 1748., 
It was. generally reported, and E believe it js true, that his chief bufinefs was to 
hegotiate a treaty of commerce on the behalf of. his matters, the ftates of the UNITED: 
PROVINCES, on the plan of that of GREAT BRITAIN; but certain-it is, that he did. 
hot accomplifh any fuch treaty: and if {0 able and fo favored a minifter could not 
procure this privilege for his countrymien, the russians certainly meant not that the- 
advantages they orant to BRITISH fubjects fhould become general; fo that nacurali- 


zations granted to foreigners in RUSSiA. tend. to enervate the treaty of commerce, and; 
may at length render ‘it contemptible, yo, | : 


THE RUSSIANS. know: very well;. that the-encrisu-were the firft that. difcovered: 
ARCHANGEL; that they had an exclufive privilege of trade to russra in the reigns 
of queen SLIZABETH 3 that PETER the GREAT, whofe maxims of government are -- 
juftly dear to them, always fhewed a diftinguifhed regard to the ENGLISH mer- 
chants, and even at the time that the politics of the two nations did not entirely 
coincide *s he gave them his royal word, that at all. events. they might. confider 
themfelves as under his peculiar-care and protection: this I have been affured by. 
one who was familiar with his imperial majefty. The RUSSIANS. are. alfo fenfible- 
of the political as well as of the commercial intereft.of the two nations, and con. 


fides. 
* This was a moft ignorant and corrupt tribunal, and a fhame to the xussran nation, in my ‘time at. 


Jeaft; but if it fhould continue the fame, it is in the power of the faCtors tg repredent.this grieyanee, 
> Some difference with his late majelty, as elecior of wan OVER, —— 7 
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-fider this country, and I hope will, always confider it, as their hereditary friend *. 
Ags our extenfive commerce has reached every corner of the earth, the greater our 
fupport is at home, the oreater muft our reputation be abroad. Reputation 1s 
certainly no imaginary thing, but mutt be in fome degree productive of good to 
our commercial intereft, with relation to the fpirit of commerce in our factors - 
-abroad, 


Tue Britisa houfes in st. PETERSBURG have not only a trade tO CREAT BRI« 
“PAIN and IRELAND, DUL tO HOLLAND, PRUSSIA, SWEDEN, HOLSTEIN, and feveral 
parts Of GERMANY + alfo tO PORTUGAL, SPAIN and iraLy. This has arifen from 
the connexions of their extenfive commerce, intirely independent of nattiralized 
fubjects in RUSSIA. On the other hand, this is not the cafe with naturalized fubjects’. 
There long has been, and ] hope ever will be,. an honorable diftinétion abroad, be- 
eween us and other foreigners, both as BRITONS and as merchants, not in the elteem 
of the Russ1ans only, but of. all other nations. Whether it is worthy of national 
obfervation or not, can be determined only from the nature of the fubject; but it 
is apparent that the naturalization of foreigners to refide in Russia, creates ill blood 
$n the breaft of his majefty’s natural-born fubjeéts who are in that country ; it would 
have created much more, but that there are but few of the naturalized factors - 
who have not failed; had they conducted their trade with moderation and pru- 
dence, it is probable the BRITISH commerce might have been intirely in their 
hand, and this nation nothing the better for the commiffion on the fale of BRi- 
visu commodities, or on the purchatfe of thofe of russta. Befides, is it not 
highly reafonable to think, that fuch naturalized fubjects would be lefs tender 
than the srivisu factors, in regard to. the prices this nation might pay for na- 
val ftores? : 


-T passep fome years of my life at nrsBpon, where f obferved that the FRENCH 
proteftants in that place live ‘1 mutual harmony with the native fubjects of this 
- ifland; and from the experience we have that their riches always center here, they 
are confidered. upon the fame footing with other BritisH fubjeéts,. The trading 
‘world is often fufpected of acting upon narrow principles; yet our factors abroad 
are not only for the moft part loyal, but upon the comparifon of the feveral 
governments under which they live, with the excellent conf{ticution of thefe king- 
‘doms, they contract a patriot and difinterefted fpirit: but when, from the ftrongett 
evidence, they apprehend the intention of the Jegiflature is defeated, and their own 
oo | interelt 


2-T remember the compliment-made to this nation by the governor of ASTRACHAN, 4 Very ingenious 
man; whom | have mentioned in the courfe of thefe papers, {peaking to his friends in my prefence: 
«© You are to confider, fays he, the ENGLISH merchants in a different light from thofe of any other 
_ « nation trading to this country; they are fkilful, generous, humane, upright: they extend their com- 
« merce over the whole earth ; and every country where they come 3s enriched by them. The com- 
- «6 modities they deal in are neceflary, fubttantial, and of the greateft ufe to the community ; and they 
¢ take off more of the RUSSIAN commodities than all the other nations united.” 7 
. * - have heard the RUSSIAN merchants occafiorally treat us with ridicule, by ufing a droll expreffion. 
. which fignifies, ‘ Are you a white-wathed ENGLISHMAN?” And a naturalized factor being in fome 
‘Biftrefs, pleaded his being an ENGLISH fubjeét, to VALENSKY, a minifter of the emprefs ann: 
« You an ENGLISH fubjeét, fays this miniller, why, you was born in casan, in the dominion of 


_ . #6 the BMPRESS.” 
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intereft hurt at the fame time, they are alarmed, and think it their duty to appeal to 
their country. “Phe privtisH factors in porTruGAL are jealous of thofe foreigners, 
who having obtained of the BRITISH crown a participation of the pRitisa birth- 
rights, carry ALL THEIR wealth to any country except this ifland, where indeed 
their paternal connextons do not center*. Many of the porTucaL traders honed 
the petition already mentioned, the meaning of which is intelligible beyond dil- 
pute, and feems to {peak the general fenfe of the merchants of this metropolis, 
though fome may be inclined, upon DIFFERENT PRINCIPLES, tO DIFFERENT SEN- 
TIMENTS. : 


Tue eritisy factors in HamBuRe have not one naturalized fubject amonott 
them. The convention of the BRITISH HAMBURG company, with the regency 
of that city, will not admit any naturalized fubject to a participation of the va- 
luable immunities of that company, and which for a ferics of years they have 
enjoyed with a moft unblemifhed reputation. And what could this nation gain by 
an admiffion of naturalized fubjects into that factory ? It would be eafy to prove, 
that whatever we play into their hands, 1s a lofing game to this country; for I do 
not comprehend what they could give us in exchange. My reafon for thinking it 
is alofing game is this: with regard to the Russia factors, I know at this time 
eizht or ten BRITISH fubjects, I fuppole there are more, who laid the foundation of 
their fortunes as factors in that country; and fome of them are yet interefted in 
houfes there. There is not one of thofe perfons but has brought riches, more or 
leis, and foie of them, I believe, to a confiderable amount, to the national ftock 
of this country, and are, [ have great reafon to think, good members of the com- 
munity. On the other hand, I have feen a hilt of twenty-four foreigners, many of 
whom { know perfonally, who within thefe twenty-five years have been naturalized , 
and of all this number, in all this time, only one ever came into this kingdom, 
and he had particular connexions with a BririsnH fubject. Ft niuft be obferved, 
that it was only twenty-five years fince any naturalization reached russra, the trade 
‘then was not fo confiderable as it is now, nor had our people eltablifhed themfelves 
there under the fanction of fuch a treaty as the prefent, 


We are jealous of weakening ourfelves by the want of forcign aids; but. to 
think ourfelves dependant in cafes where our intereft in one light is apparently 
wounded, is it not co weaken ourfelves for fear of being weakened? Not to con- 
found things of a diferent nature under one name, it muft be obferved, that the 
circumftances of naturalized fubjeéts at home, under this government, and entitled 
to enjoy all the good, and fubject to fhare in all the evils which befal the ftace, are 
very different from thofe of perions who participate of the advantages which this 
nation enjoys abroad. The intention of naturalization no doubr is the benefit of 
this ifland; and if there are cafes in which naturalizations are not attended with 
any benefit, but on the contrary proftitute the honor of the nation, enervate its’ 
influence, and counteract its native fubjects; it ought to be prefumed that fuch 

cafes: 


4 Mr. RASHLEIGH, @ freat PORTUGAL trader, whe has given eflates to many HAMBURGERS iM 
LisBON, can tell if any of them ever brought a thilling of it into this country. 


Vou. I: _ Eee 
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s , 
cafes have not been fer in a proper light. The rrencn proteftants have indeed 
ftreng connexions with this land; their parentage, their intereft, or the protection 
they receive, induce them to confider this as their proper home, and confequently 
they are entitled to all che regard which we can fhew them. . 


~“ 


Ir experience is the beft guide of life, it is that which mutt teach us whom to 
“yeceive into our breatts as friends, and whom to reject in the commercial ight we 
now confider the fubjeét, as no friends to this country. By what rule can we judge 
better than by obferving thofe people who return our kindnefs with gratitude; and 
thofe who forget the benefits they receive r 


iy our firft concern ought to be for our own children; it ought then to be 
confidered how many fons of tradeimen, merchants, gentlemen, and even noble- 
men, are loft to their parents, their country, and their cop, for want of employ- 
ment! Merchants are no where more HONORABLY efteemed than in this country 5 
but they often lay the foundation of that knowledge for which they are efteemed, 
in difant climes; and fhall we encourage foreigners to take their placer ‘There 
‘cannot be more trade carried on than a country will bear: it will ufually employ 
{o much money; fo many hands, and no more. Do we want money in this nation 
to carry on our trade? By no means. It is true, the national intereft is already 
very low, perhaps it will be lower ftill, and what will be the confequence but that 
we muft throw more money into trade, and extend our fettlements and commercial 
sntere{t over the earth, as much as poffible ? Why fhould we encourage foreigners 
to do any thing for us abroad, which we can do better ourfelves ? What cir- 
cumftances fhould we be in, ifall our factors abroad were foreigners ? What tie, 
or what fecurity could we have of their integrity in the fale of our commodities, 
much lefs in the promotion of national manufactures in oppofition to thole of 
other countries, or zeal in the purchafe of the commodities of the countries where 


they refide, if they left us no pledge of their fidelity, nor fpent any part of their 
lives in this ifland : | | 


Ow the other hand, what riches do not our factors bring home! How many 
confiderable men have not we in this metropolis from trssow! Who can be 
ignorant of the wealth that has been brought here by east inpia factors? Are 
not thefe great national objets? TurKEY, ITALY, SPAIN, and other countries, are 
ever fending us new recruits to our commercial ftrength, arifing from factorage. 
Bur there is yet a further reafon which occurs : let the warmeft advocates for general 

naturalizations, without any diftinétion of perfons, profeffions, or refidence, con- 
fider how deftructive fuch naturalizations are to Our-GENERAL SYSTEM OF NA- 
TURALIZATION AND NATIONAL PROFIT. If we give to foreign proteftants abroad. 
that which fhould invite them hither, we may even prevent their coming to us. 
By being lavifh of our beneficence we feem to be fufficiently paid by their accep- 
tance of it, without any regard to the return which they are to make us. For 
- what foreigner, feeing us fo prodigal of our bounty in a cafe of this nature, which 
he knows to be injurious to the natural-born fubjects of this ifland, can, in propor- 
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our views {o far as to give foreigners abroad, a power of taking a fhare in what our 
ovn people pofzis, without any fecurity of the leaft return trom fuch forcigners, 
nay, where all appearances: make againft any return, do we not counteract’ our owl 
/ principle ? _ — _ 
fr it is ureed, that a nation cannot be faid to confer a favor, which by reftric- 
tions is rendered lefs valuable ; 1 do not apprehend, without being qy1xoTs in 
solitics, what it is we mean by thefe words, for I fuppofe intereft is the object jin 
purfuit, As to weakening the influence of naturalization, by which commerce 1s 
intended to be promoted; this alfo feems to prove nothing more than that we 
Should run all hazards, rather than lofe any poflibility of getting a fubjeét who is 
a foreigner, though at the expence of a fubject who is a native. It is faid, that 
‘naturalization without limitation, has, after an indefinite abfence, brought foreign- 
ers into this country, who might not otherwife have come. It would be well 
worth examining if this is true, and who fuch perfons are, and what were their 
‘-ducements to fettle here, before this argument can be anfwered : for when thcy 
do in faét come, we receive then with open arms; and we ought to countenance 
and encourage thofe who may fettle here, if we do not pay too much fori. But 
I do not comprehend that here are any fettlements of fuch weight as to eftablifh a 
rule of conduct in oppofition to our commerctal intereft, as it appears in a direct 
view. ‘The cale before us is foreign to the countenancing of itrangers, who fet out 
upon a principle of INTENDING {0 fettle in this ifland. [fay roREIGN TO SUCH 
PRINCIPLE; for though many FRENCH proteftants have come here, after being 
as long abroad under the protection of the crown of GREAT BRITAIN, as they 
pleated, yet ftill the matter will reft on this iffue. Are we fo fond of naturaliza- 
tion as to give a power to foreigners, WITHOUT DISTINCTION, to fupplant our 
own people, where experience teaches ys we have no juft grounds to expect any 
fuitable returns? © : 


It cannot be too often repeated, that we ought to be cautious of curbing in any 
degree the snctinations of the natural-born fubyects, in regard to commerce ; or of 
damping that {pirit and application to trade, on which is founded the opulence of 
this nation, and its ftrength and influence as a maritime power. And whilft 
intereft is the great Incentive to human actions, and particularly actions of this kind, 
1 think it is apparent that the more we interpofe to countenance foreigners in 
commercial defigns, in cafes not demonftrably beneficial to this country, the more 
we deprefs the {pirits of our own merchants, who confeffédly do advance the 
~ intereft of the nation : and this diicouragement may extend not only in fegard to 
_ their being deprived of thofe profits which immediately accrue from the fhare fuch 

naturalized foreigners have in their trade, but alfo to a jealoufy of being entirely 
fupplanted in the courfe of time. re 


> May it not be queftioned what prejudices would this nation receive, if no natu- 
ralized fubject, till he has refided here feven years, nor the children born abroad of 
perfons already naturalized,. their parents not having lived in his majefty’s domi- 
nions for the fame number of years, were received abroad as factors or merchants 


inl. 
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in common with natural-born fubyects ? If it can be demonftrated that fuch pre- 
judice will be greater than any that can. be proved on the other fide the quef- . 
tion, there is no room for a debate; but if it can be made appear that ‘ie js 
only equal, the icale, we may expect, will turn in favor of the native fubject ; 
much more if the prejudice js againft the latter; for this plain reafon, that the 
national and mercantile intereft are but’ two words for the fame thing. The 
- impartial reader will confider the afgument, not the writer; if I am fuipected 
_ of intereft where I have no other view than national benefit, yet the real truth 
| can receive no diminution, J hope that will be: done which is moft for the in-- 
— serell of my country, be it what it will. ys oo 
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PART VIL. 
TO OH E 
AUTHOR’s RETURN 
THROUGH 


GERMANY AND HOLLAND TO. 
ENGLAND. 


CH A PP. LXXXVL 


The author leaves ST. PETERSBURG 7 July 1750. A fuccind view of the BMPRESS'S 
_ palace at PETERHOFF, and the road to it, A particular account of CRONSTADT 
*. and the RusSIAN navy. A defeription of REVEL and its trade, with reflections 

on the interment of buman bodies in churches. Ibe author purfues bis voyage to 


DANTZIG. 


HE frequent difappointments which had for fome time prevented my returning 

‘to my native country, increaied my withes for the happy hour which at length 
atrived.. 1 had already travelled through LIVONIA, and the reports concerning 
COURLAND not infpiring me with the curiofity of feeing its | therefore refolved to. 
embark in a {mall fhip for DANTZIG. - Oo : 


Jury the oth, I left sr. PETERSBURG, and travelling near the banks of the NEVa, 
for the moft part in a fandy road, | pafled by the palace of STRELNA MUSA, which 
:; about twenty werlls from 87. oeTrRsBuRG. It ftands on an eminence, and 
“commands an extenfive view of the gulph of FINLAND, near the motth of the 
NEVA. This was intended to be a more grand and elegant building then PETERHOFF 3 
the gardens alfo were laid out in a magnificent tafte, but the death of PETER 
the GREAT, rogether with the badnefs of the foundation of this edifice, pué 4 {top 
ro the profecution of the defign: from thence to PETERHOFP is fifteen werits. The 
_prefent EMPRESS Las caufed many of her courtiers to build country -houles on the 
fouth-fide of the road, which render the face of rhe country more agreeable. Among 
thefe-the houle and gardens of baron WOLF are moft diftinguifhed for extent, beauty, 
and convenience. ‘Thefe country-houles are for the moft part built of wood, and 
| : very 
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very little expence is beftowed on the gardens; the foil alfo in general is fandy, fo 
that the whole makes but a faint impreffion on travellers. 


PeTernorr, as left by perzr the GREAT, was but a mean building; the preferit 
EMPRESS has enlarged and beautified it very much. I have heard the water-works 
compared to thofe of vrrRsarLuEs, ‘with this diftinction, that the waters of 
PETERHOFE are fweet. This palace being fituated on an eminence on the fouth 
fide of the gulph of rixtanp, commands an extenfive profpect of the waters it 
alio takes in the ifland of cronsrapt, about x miles to the north-weft. The 
foreft of mafts, which appear from the bafens in that ifland, during the fummer: 
featon, enlivens the profpect, and gives the idea of a fourithing commerce. ‘T’here 
is. a grcat variety of fcenes in PETERHOFF; but as they are moftly on a dead flat,. 
and the walks made of fand; this garden of fo great a potentate is incomparably 
fhort of a STUDLEY or a BRAMHAM®, and many others of equal beauty in ENCLAND.. 


From hence to ORENJENBAUN is about five werfts- here the celebrated prince 


hey 


MENZIKOFF inhabited the palace which is lately fitted up for the preat duke, 
Several of my friends having obliged me with their company thus far, I took my 
leave of them, and paffing the gulph where it is about five miles broad, I-.arrived. 
at CRONSTADT. | : | 


Here I was detained for feveral days. by foul winds and tempeftous. weather, not 
common at this feafon; fo that I had an opportunity of examining one of the 
greateft curiofities in the world of its kind, which is the dry dock, contrived by 
PETER the GREAT. This work, by the leneth of time it has been in hand, anc 
the alterations made by the different directors of It, muft have created a large 
expence. It reaches about feven hundred fathoms, is fixty feet broad at the 
bottom, eighty feet at the top, and forty feet deep, having flood-gates in. different 
parts. It is intended to receive fourteen fhips of the line of battle, to build or 
sepair them dry, and afterwards float them off. There is a grand refervoir, which 
was then almoit dug eighteen feet lower than the docks, and confequently is near 
fixty feet deep; and yet, to my great lurprize, there were no fprings which incom- 
moded the workmen. It is about ‘fix hundred feet long, and three hundred broad, 
and will contain about fixteen thoufand cubical fathoms of water, each fathom of 
three hundred and forty cubical feet, which at fix and a half gallons each, make one 
hundred and forty thoufand three hundred and feventeen tuns The ftone which was 


_ employed in forming this dock being found exceeding perifhable, they now uf a 


kind of Aint; which has been lately. difcovered on. the land, than. which nothing 


can be. more durable to all appearance.. 


THE Russtan-naval power, which was carried to a great height {6 early-as the 
leign Of PETER the GREAT, appears to be fufficient tor all the purpofes of that: 
empire, and capable of fupporting their new conqueits on the Batic, fhould the 
SWEDES ever attempt to retake them by a naval power: though I believe the 
friend{hip of the BriTisH nation, as a maritime power, is no unpleafine circum- 
tance to RUSSLA upon this very account. Their feet confifts of twenty-five fhips. 
of the line, and fifteen. bombketches, firefhips and frigates, of about thirty guns. 

. | each, 
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* . . 
each, of which the greateft part are kept in repair: and one, two, OF three capital 
fips are buiit.and launched every year at sT. PETERSBURG: but what gives a great 
weight to their naval firength, is the numbers of their gallies, which carry from one 
bundred to three hundred men, of which only fix or eight are failors. ‘Theis are 
proper for the BALTICK ‘a the fummer; and as they draw but little avater, they. are 
formidable objects on an enemy's coaft, as the SwEDES experienced in’ their war 
with PETER the GREAT. The RUSSIANS are computed to have near ten thoufand 
feamen; of which above half generally live at CRONSTADT, and when employed as 
carpenters, OF about fhip-affairs, are allowed provilions, and ten copeeks a day. 
The harbour .or wet-dock, intended for the crown fhips, wi'l contain eighty 
men of war and in that for the trade two hundred and fifty merchant fhips can be 

moored; but the latter having the deepeft water, is oftentimes preferved for the 
large fhips of war. | | | co 


’ Woe ifland of CRONSTADT is near Gfreen miles in circumference, but very barren ; 
the town is computed to have near twenty-five thoufand inhabitants, including 
- goldiers and failors: befides this, there are only two or three fmall villages for hther- 

men. Here is a palace built by PETER the creat, and about twenty-five large brick 
houfes; but the fupport of them being expenfive, they are Jeft uninhabited. In 
this place PETER the GREAT had formed a plan of fixing the trade, and defigned to 
cut a canal near twenty miles lorg on the fouth fide of the guipa, which would 
have pafed through the garden of STRELNA Musa. ‘Lhe intent of this.was to 
‘provide a fate pafiage for barks Joaded with the commodities of this country. 
However, this project was hardly practicable, for it would be dangerous for large 
and heavy-loaden barks to crofs from ORENJENBAUN tO CRONSTADT - but: the 
common reafon affigned for this great prince’s declining this fcheme is, that it would 
have prevented his breeding up the feamen. who are now conftantly employed 
during the fummer feafon in navigating deck’d veffels loaden with merchandize from 
ST, PETERSBURG tO CRONSTADT.. _— 


- Tus rsth, the wind becoming fair, I embarked on the MARTA CONSTANTIA, a 
finall vatch belonging to DANTZIG, and after the ordinary ceremonies of fearching 
the fhip, and calling over the pailports, we were fuffered to depart. The next day 
we advanced the height of HOGLAND, obferving the feveral iflands and rocks on 
the FINLAND fhore. Being almoft calm, we had a view of the ifland the whole 
day: there are but few parts of it capable of cultivation; however, it has a {mall 
number of inhabitants on the eat coaft, as alfo on the weft, who are all miferably 
poor, The RUSSIAN fleet being then at fea, a floop belonging to the crown | 
came out with us, to examine if all the buoys and flags in the low water foundings, 
_were in proper order. " 


‘THE LuTHERAN feamen, a3 well’ as others of. that religion, are great advocates 
for pfalm-finging.. I obferved they modulate their voices to & Tone confiltent with 
pious thoughts, without that extravagant vociferation practifed in fome churches 
among proteitants; and very contrary to the burlefque devotion of thofe who- 
make a difcordant babling, without finging at all. ‘This feems to be a reproach to 
wealthy parifhigners, in whofe breaft it is to rectify this abufe,, by giving money 0 

| —— : a a _ teach 
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teach young perfons to fing. In the feveral voyages | had made, this was the frit 
in which I difcovered any marks of piety among feamen; the trongeft profeffion. 
THEY generally make of the being of a God, is that of {wearing by his-name, 


Tue uneafinefs I fuffered by the fea ficknefs, made me rejoice at the fioht of 
REVEL, where the mafter was engaged to touch. The 328th in the morning we 
went on fhore, and were conducted to vice-admiral BAUSE, commander of the 
port, of whom, according to cuftom, it was necellary to afk permiffion to enter 
the town. This place, which is the capital of EsToNiaA, is hfty leagues diftance 
from ST. PETERSBURG: it fubmitted to peter the GREAT, by capitulation, in 
october 1710. ‘The plague had then raged with fuch fury, that of fifty thoufand 
inhabitants, not four thoufand remained to receive their congucrors, The russians 
did not immediately enter the city, thoufands of dead bodies being yet unburied, 
This place having thus fubmitted by capitulation, is taxed only with the fuppore 
of a garrifon of five thoufand foldiers with quarters, and three thoufand feamen, 
with quarters, fire and candle, which may be reckoned an expence of four rubles 
a man*. Within the walls are about Gx hundred houfes, containing near eight 
thoufand fouls; the people feem to be formal and referved, but live in fuch oreat 
eafe and fecurity, that they might fleep with their doors open. Induftry prevails 
{o much here, that I was in more than one private family where they {pun, dyed, 
and manufactured both in cotton and wool. Befides the number of inhabitants 
already mentioned, there is a large fuburb indifferently well peopled, 


Tars was formerly a free town, and one of the greatelt ports in the pattie, 
NARVA. being its only competitor. The russtans then brought the produce of 
their own country, as well as that of persiA, to this marker. The houles, which 
are of the moft durable materials, feem all prepared for the reception of merchan- 
dize, the firft apartment into which one enters, appearing to be a large warehoufe. 
The trade of this town at prefent is but fall. ‘The country abounds in corn, of 
whica they have generally great magazines. They have formerly exported fourteen 
thoufand lafts, or twenty-eight thouland tung ENGLISH, of all forts of grain, which, 
at a moderate computation, is worth twenty rubles a laft. The swepes ufed to 
take off great quantities, bur Gnce the laf war, and the jealoufy which fubfifted 
between the two crowns, during the {pace of three years, they had made no fale for 
exportation, except for the ufe of the russran army, ‘They have alfo exported 
from two to three thoufand fchippounds » of hemp and flax. The flax coming from 
about DoRPT is equal to that of MARIENBURG. 


Tut imports of this town confift in about three hundred thoufand rubles value in 
piece-gocds and other neceffaries for the confumption of the town and province. 
Alfo about two thoufand lafts, or fix thoufand tung of falt, which is confumed in 
the province for curing meat and fith, and eaten with bread, according to, the 
cultom of the poorer fort of people. The price of falt varies in proportion to the 
qualiry and quantity, from thirty-three to forty-four dollars, of cighty copeeks* 
: oo. | per 

* Amounts to fix thoufand cight hundred pdunds. _ & This weight ts about feven per cent, 
better than the RUSSIAN BERQUEVITZ, _ © Phree thillings and fixpence, 
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per aft of eighteen barrels, and in thefe dollars they keep’ their accounts.. Th® 
(alt of rvica * is fo much fuperior in colour as well as in ftrength, as to be. fiftecn 
per cent. heavier in weight than the falt of seTuvaL ®, and the grain fo large, and 
produces fo ftrong a brine, as to be thirty per cent. bett:r in price. They have 
alfo falt from the ifland of Mayo’; and from CAGLIARI ¢. the laft in itrength 1s - 


equal to that of LISBON Or SETUVALs but otherwife. much inferior. — 


Great part of this city ftands upon an eminence, and commands an extenfive 
profpect, particularly towards che fea. The ftreets are neither broad nor regular: | 
the houfes are lofty, having fteep roofs to carry off the fnow. The city is detended 
by outworks, a mote, and a wall about fix feet thick, and forty high, with tur- 

ets every fixty or eighty yards; the walls feem to be very anuent. This town 
is governed by the LAND RATH; compofed of the governor of the town, and 
twelve gentlemen, or noblemen, who are a kind of fenate. Thefe take cognizance 
of all matters relating to the province and to the nobility, and determine all fuits 
by a majority of voices 5 but there is a liberty of appeal to the college of juitice 

‘jn ST. PETERSBURG. 


Tus affairs‘of the town are eoverned by a magiftracy compofed of four burgo- 
‘matters, three fecretarics, and fourteen magiftrates. The town houfe is an antient 
‘puilding, but contains nothing remarkable except fome. paintings which are 1n 
great efteem, as the judgment of SOLOMON, ST. JOHN the baptift beheaded, the 
trial of SUSANNA, and our faviour's fentence of the adultrefs. The city mufic, 
confifting of fix hands, entertains the populace from the windows of this building 


every funday and thurfday, from eleven to twelve at noon. 


 -Here are four LbuTHERAN churches for the citizens, and one for the peafants of 
the adjacent country; allo two GREEK churches for the ufe of the RUSSIANS; 
. whofe number however is not great. The largeft and moft fuperb edifice is the 
great church of sT. OLAUS, the antiquity of which 1 could not learn: the many 
changes this province has undergone have deftroyed their records. The only 
ornaments of it are a few monuments and enfigns of honor of feveral noblemen 
and gentlemen of the province, who had been interred in the church. This is alfo 
the common burial place for a great part of the town, of which | had a very fenfible 
ptoof, in the offentive french that arofe from the: pavement. The ftones over the 
vaulted fepulchres were of a prodigious fize, fo that they were moftly broken. The 
citizens OF REVEL are extremely tenacious ‘of their refpective properties in the 
vaults, and entertain a fuperftitious reverence for the church, as 4 repofitory 
of the dead, J could not help expoftulating with my friend who conducted me, 
on the grofs abfurdity of injuring the living for the fake of the dead; or rather 
that the living injure themfelves, from a foolifh pride, OF mere fenfelefs fuperftition. 
It is however too common to fee men the flaves of cuftom, violating the freedom 
of their own minds, in a fond prefumption of enjoying diftinctions above the 
vulgar, even atter death. The antients had the facred groves for the interment 
Co , | ‘0 


® An ifland in the MEDITERRANEAN, near MAJORCA,  » A town in PORTUGAL, vulgarly wrote 
ST. UBES. ¢ One of the cape pg VeRD iflands, 4 Capital of saRDINIA. 
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of the dead, which is a cuftom yet obferved in the EAST, as I. have had occdfion 
to mention. . 


Mr. tHomas CLAYHILLS, a confiderable perfon in this place, and the only En- 
GLISH merchant, entertained me with great hofpitality and politenefs, during my 
fhort abode in this city, which was onl y one day. " 


Tue rgth, we reimbarked, with a gentle pale at north eaft, and acvancing: 
about four leagues, we paffed by ROGOVIKOFF, which has an open entrance and 
deep water, proper for fhips of war. Thefe are advantages REVEL does not enjoy, 
for which reafon the russtans talk of making their chief harboer in this place, but 
it will require a confiderable expence of timber. The 20th we reached the height 
of GoTLtanp: this ifland is about feventy miles long and twenty broad in the 
middle part, falling near to a point at both ends; “It has eighteen towns and 
villages, about four miles diftance from each other: it belongs to the SWEDES, and 
was formerly very rich, but has in time of war been often plundered by their 
enemies ; fo that the inhabitants are not in the moft flourifhing condition> The 
22d, we pafled by the russian fleet in the night. The next day we had hard 
gales of wind; I was furprized that the matter kept no account of his run, but — 
he always guefled right when we fhould fal! in with any particular land. The 24th 
inthe morning, having run near two hundred leagues from ST. PETERSBURG, we 
happily arrived in the vistuxa, | | 7 


C HA P. LXxxvit 


A remarkable occurrence at the mouth of the vistuta. A fhort account of DANTZIG, 
particularly the great LUTHERAN church, the arfenal, and fortification, Reflettions — 
on the condull of count MuNicH af DANTZIG, 


T the mouth of the visruna we faw a frigate of twenty puns, belonging to 
A the crown of swEDEN, the captain of which had that morning thought pr. « 
per to oblige the mafter of an enciis# merchant fhip to ftrike the pendant which 
he wore. ‘The matter thought this an arrogant impertinence of the swEpE, and ac. 
quainted all the other matters of the encrisy veflels with what had pafted, upon 
which they all let pendants fly, in defiance of the SweDk. He perhaps was more — 
In the right not to contend with them, than our people to tride with a diftinction 
which is the prerogative of the nation; I mean the refpect paid the royal thips of 
CREAT BRITAIN, as diftinguifhed by pendants, I could not help reflecting upen 
what little incidents national animofities often arife, and how critical fome conjunce. 


tures are, in which a right judement jis required, that authority may neither be de- 


fpifed, nor ftrained beyond its due limits. 
| Frf2- AFTER 
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, | ; | ; 
Arrer 2 ftormy night ard extreme fea ficknefs, I took my leave of the fhip with 
great fatisfaction, in order to purfue my journey by land. The vistuLa has two 
branches up to DANTZIG, Of which the deepeft is formed -into a canal, and 
machines are employed to deepen 1t by moving the mud; but vefiels drawing more 
than ten and a half feet mutt load at the mouth of the river, There is a caftle 
about two -ENCLIsH miles from the town, which in itielf does not appear to be 
ftrong, though the thallownefs of the water, and the boom which is fet every night, 
an{wers the purpoie cf defence for which it was intended, From the caftle we went 
up to the town ina TRECK scnHuyTeE, which plies at ftated hours. 


- Tue houfes in DANTZIG are for the moft ‘part of five ftories, which makes the 
ftreets appear the narrower, efpecially as the entrance into the houfes is by four or 
five ftone fteps, and a balcony, both which make a projection of ten or twelve | 
feet, ‘Lhey are very antient and ftrong, and preferved clean, after the manner of 
he HOLLANDERS, though with lefs nicety ; the number and cleannefs of their glafs- 
windows have an elegant effect, Many of the ftreets are planted with wild chef- 
nut-trees about thirty feet high, which by the fpreading of the leaf, afford an agrec- 
able fhelter. ‘Thefe trees are well known to have a large white flower, which rifes 
 pyramiaical, and makes a very agreeable appearance : but the inhabitants are more 
agreeable than the houfes. The women are much like the ENGLisH in their ftature, 
countenance and air: they have the reputation of being handfome, and indeed they 
are as much fo as any I have feen, except thofe whom they moft refemble. - The 
bad ones make a market of their beauty, in the worft manner, in the neighbouring 
countries, where they are remarkably eminent in a profeffion which is apt to con- 
vert beauty into deformity, and health into difeafe. Women of diftinction affect 
the manner of the ponzs; fo that the moft refpectful way of faluting a lady, is to 
-kifs her hand, if one does not chufe to go fo low as the hem of her pettycoat, as 
practifed by the common poLrs. [hus what is politenefs here, is an affront at NA- 
*pLES, as the young GERMAN lately experienced, whole wig was ruffed by the fair 


hand of a lacy, 


Jw this place is an ENGLISH factory. - I was received with great marks of kind- 
nefs and hofpitality by Mr. GibBERT ROBERTS, and his nephew Mr. wILL1aM 
“ROBERTS, and with no lefs politenefs by Mr. cipson, who was lately charged with 
the affairs of the. BRITISH court. They live here much after the manner of 
ENGLAND, and [ave regular clubs, I was very agreeably lodged in the BEGINE 
 sTRASS, at a hoi fe frequented by feveral perfons of the beit diflinction, where we 
were often entertamed with potisH mulic performed by JEWS. " 


Ir ‘is eafy to obferve a republican fpirit prevail in this great trading city, and 
fome efforts have been made to eftablith this form of government; but the pro- 
teftion of the crown of potanp, under which it now 1s, and the animofities and 
intrigues of fome of the citizens, rather throw them back than advance them in 
this point. J found the people here in great difcord, occafioned by fome arbitrary 
meafures of the magiftracy, which had been oppofed by the burghers. The 
referring the affair to the court at WARSAW would infallibly fubject both parties 


2. 
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to a heavy expence, and weaken that degree of independency which they had} long 
enjoyed’. As this city has been more than once in danger of becoming the 
prey of a conqueror, {uch feuds are fo much more to the difhonor of the inha- 
bitants, | | OO 


Tats town is above three ENGLISH miles in circumference, and wel] fortified 
with lofty works, and a double ditch of water; the part where it is weakeft on 
the weft fide, can be eafily laid under water, ‘Thefe works require twelve or 
fifteen hundred men to perform the common duty of a guard; but the town 
at prefent cannot afford above feven hundred. By the civil behaviour of thefe foldiers 
to ftrangers, one may eafily obferve a diftinGion between troops in the immediate 
_ pay of citizens,. and of thofe under crowned heads, , 


 fMmone the curiofities which engaged my attention moft, was the great LUTHE- 
‘RAN church, which they reckon to be above three hundred years old. The wars 
_ Of GERMany, which at length eftablifhed protettantifm in this city, have nor how- 
ever much changed the face of this church, for it was agreed by treaties to leave 
-it in the fame manner as in the times of POpery, as to crucifixes, images, and 
pictures, &c. They thew a very curious’ piece of painting on wood, being a 
reprefentation of the refurrection, done by VAN EyCK, about the year one thoufand 
four hundred. It is muth admired by all connoiffeurs. particularly for the hands 
and faces. They. fay it is one of the firtt performances in oil colours: the 
colouring, by the ftrength of the varnith, is yet perfect, and fo delicate that it wil] 
bear the niceft infpection. Our faviour is here reprefented in judgment, with the 
iword of juftice, and the laurel of peace. On each fide of him are ranged the 
apotiles; and below him, as upon the earth, the archangel MICHAEL in armour, 
{upporting a ballance.. On the fide which preponderates, is a man with his throat 
cut, on the other the perpetrator of this act, whom the devils are ready to receive, 
They are fuppofed to have been two brothers. who were both painters, and that 
<*vy induced one to deftroy the other. On the right fide of the archangel MICHAEL 
a.° the blefled, of wham a great number are entering jn proceffion into the gates of 
heaven, . reprefented. by all the mott enlivened embellifhments of architeéture, | 
The angels are bovering over the architraves of the columns; the ferenity of the. 
countenances on one fide, and on the other the horror and defpair, with the variety, 
of figures of devils in hideous forms, render this piece very entertaining, | 


Tue arfénal contains a good collefion of arms, but, as in moft places. of the like 
nature, Wt has alfo many which are old and ufelefs. They pretend to be matters. 
of one hundred .and fifty large brafs cannon, of which I faw fome faid to weigh 
€ach fifteen thoufand pounds, he arms of this city are two croftes under a ducal 
crown, iupported by two lions.” oe | 


Wiruin the double works which defend the town, is a fpacious walk, and a road. 
for coaches: my curiofity carried me to the exterior parts to view the hillock, under- 
which are depofited the bodies of near five thoufand russians, who in one morn~ 
} We 


* This’ affair was at length fettled, but not without the expence of fome thoufands. 
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4ing. fell by an obftinate attack commanded by count municu. The DANTzIGERS 
in 1734, having efpoufed the caule of STANISLAUS in his competition with aucus- 
‘rus elector of SAXONY, procured a garifon of foreign troops, to the number of ten. 
thoufand men. General Lacy, who commanded the Russian troops which were 
fent in behalf of aucusTus, knew the fituation of the town, and that the point. 
in view by no means required a great hazard of the RUSSIAN army, as the DANT- 
sz1gERs muft neceffarily fabmic and abandon sranisbaus. The count however 
reprefented Lacy tO the RUSSIAN court as timorous and inactive, and defired the 
command of the army, engaging to take the town immediately ; he was accord- 
ingly fent thither, and made the attack with as great fury as he did afterwards 
inthe TURKISH war at oTczaKkow, In this attack at DANTZIG he was not con-. 
{trained by any neceffity, as in the other cafe: without the leaft breach being. 
made, he marched his men over a ditch apainft a work near thirty feet high, | 
almoft perpendicular, and again{ft a numerous and well-ordered garrifon ; fo that 
of a very confiderable body only abour half a dozen men ever mounted the ram- 
part, and thefe were driven back immediately, the ditch being filled with dead 
-bodies. This general has performed many feats of arms, and acquired a diftin- 
guifhed reputation ; but it 1s generally thought he wanted one quality which is 
- effential to the character of a great general, as well as a great man, i mean 
humanity and tendernefs for his foldiers, They fay that sranisLaus was fo much 
alarmed at thefe fierce attacks, that he was apprehenfive of falling into the hands 
cof the enemy, and that an old PoLisH lord obtained a pafs for himfelf, and his 
Jady, of the RUSSIAN general, and then gave it to. the king, to whom he com- 
* mitted the care of his wife, by which means STANISLAUS made his efcape without 
interruption, : 





C H A P.. LXXXVIIL 


A general view of the trade of DANTZIG. The nature of their imports and exports. 
: An account of the coins, weights and megfures tn ufe in that city. . 


HE moft confiderable part of the trade of DANTZIG confifts in corn, which 

the POLANDERS bring down the vistuLa in large ftruzes or barks, which | 
carry in bulk about fifty tuns ENGLISH. Thefe barks generally come down annually 
in very plentiful years, to the number of one thoufand fix hundred. They reckon 
by lafts of eleven ENGLISH quarters; the grain is {mall, but the red fort often fells 
for one hundred and eighty rouisu gilders the latt, and rye about half this value, 
As thefe cargoes are often expofed to the weather, it is a cuftom to fpread their 
fails on the banks of the river, and dry their corn on them. They alfo export bees- 
wax annually to near one thoufand fchippounds, for which they often get the price 
of three hundred gilders per fchippound. Narrow linens of about twenty one 
inches broad, and facking of different qualities for bags and imbalage, are alfo 
| 3 , Se exported 
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exported to a great amount?; alfo pot-afh °, weed-afth‘, and pearl-afh ; this left is 

ealcined, and takes its name from its colour. Pipe-ftaves are alfo a confiderable 

article, and oak-plank, of which the greateft part is four inches thick, fixteen to 

twenty inches broad, and fifty feet long“. This fpecies of timber will not faad 

the weather fo well as ENGLisu oak, but under the water is efteemed equal. 

| Tey import iron from swepen, to the quantity of one thoufand five hundred: 
or two thoufand tuns, but of the woollens and other manufactures of ENGLAND, an 

inconiiderable quantity. The laws of commerce are very {trict to prevent one 
foreigner from {felling to another, or to refell to any other burgher than to the. 
perfon he bought of, which muft necefiarily cramp the trade very much. PrErer 

the GREAT made a law to the fame purpofe for sr. PETERSBURG, and it is yet. 
unrepealed ; but the government. knows very well, that to inforce the execution 

muit be extremely prejudicial, and contrary to the maxims of all wife ftates. Even. 
in DANTZIG in the tine of the rarr, which fell out during my ftay, all ranks and. 
degrees of people are admitted free, to fell what, and to whom they pleafe.: 


Potanp abounds in yews, faid to be of the tribe of BENJAMIN ©: whatever triba.. 
they are of, they appear as defpicable as any people in the world ; yet their. 
acutenefs and induftry have given them an eftablifhment, in which it is the interefk. 
both of the lords and the clergy to fupport them ; for the trade which they carry on. 
enables them to pay an intereft of ten per cent. per annuim for large fums. 


~ Tuey keep their accounts here-in- gilders, groich and phennigen, a ducat pafling - 
for 8 gilders 6 grofch. : | me 


.. THE CURRENT MONEY HERE Is. 


3. Shillings, or 18 phennigen. —. —— -— 1 grofch.. 

43 Groh -—-  — — — — _ ; ditkin. | 

2 Ditkins —) — oo ow LL r fixer, — 
8 SIXETS mae oe a tymph. . | 
Pe Grofth ee 4 ach de halber.- 
4 Ach de halbers -- — — 2} gilder, : 


A current dollar is. gilders, and a fpecie dollar 4..gilders, —— 
Here are alfo, half, whole, 2 gilders, and 4 gilders pieces, of which the latt: 
IS 2 FRENCH crown of Lewrs XIV. efteemed the beft money current, when ‘they. - 
. have not been in the hands of the yews. Portse coin fells from 1 to 2 per 
cent. advance. ‘The exchange is ulually 280 to 290 grofch per pound FLEMISH 
BANCO. KOENINSBURG draws.in current money, 1.per mil, according to cuftom, 


being deducted, 
WEIGHT ss 


~ ® Some ay near 100;000 1. ~__? Sold then-at: vo f. per {chippound. "© Sold -at 22th, 
ptr barrel of 360 Ibs, this near 50,coal. value. 7 


© The porrucugsr JEws, who pretend to be of the royal tribe of JupAu, fay thofe of roLann., — 
are of the tribe of EPHRAIM, ; | : | , 
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WEIGHTS IN DANTZIG. 


centner. 


120 Dittos — | 
{chippound, or 2 4 hundreds ENGLISH. 


320 Dittos — 


92 Lote — -— I ound. 
24 Pounds-—- —~ ! {mali ftone. 
34 Dittos — — ! large ditto. 
——= I 
— I 


Whe weight is there 4 per cent. lighter than the enoxisn. A laft of corn is 60 
fheffelt, but of malt go. 


| LONG MEASURE. 


12 Inches ~~ — 1 foot. 

» Fett —- — — 1 ell. 
102 Elis pantzic make 50 ells ENGLISH. 
6 Dittos — = — § BRABANT ells. 


The whéle amount of rhe trade here is erdinarily computed twelve millions of 
current dollars, on which the duties are about fevep-or. eightuper.cent. One half 
‘s called the revenues of the crown, the other the property of the city. - This dury 


is paid in alberts rix dollars of four gilders. 






_ 


Cc H A P. LXXXIX. 
The author leaves DANTZIG, and travels through POMERANIA fo BERLIN. 


AVING paffed a week agreeably in DANTZIG, and provided a chariot, } 

took leave of my friends. The territories of this city weltward extend 
between two and three GERMAN Miles *: I pafied by the convent of oLiva. which 
-< two miles from panTzic, and famous for the treaty of 1660, when CHARLES 
cusTavus of SWEDEN had made a conqueft of almoft all PoLaND >> The country 
chus far is agreeable, though the foil feems to be very mean. We pafied through a 
fmali tract of POLISH PRUSSIA, where the road is exceeding bad, and the inhabitants 
poor to a degree of mifery. oe . 
Ar puNEMORSE, which is five miles from DANTZIG, we entered PRUSSIAN 
POMERANIA, where the face of things begins to change much for the better. 
From thence we travelled on to wuTzEN, five miles farther: and paffing through 
cuppow and feveral forefts of fhrub oaks, we proceeded three miles further to 
stotPE, This is a fmall city, but full of houfes, and furrounded with corn and 
a | : meadow 

2 Thefe computed GERMAN miles are in fome places four, in others five miles ENGLISH: tRC 


miles which I mention in the profecution of this work are GERMAN mules. 
» His fon cuaRLes XI. made the peace jult after the death of his father. 
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meadow lands, where the inyabitants feem to wear their chains with great chearfp)- 
nefs and elegance. The common people have a little fmattering of the rrencH 
language. In this place were quartered three fquadrons, each of one hundred 
HUSSARS, In entering, as well as going out of this town, I was queflioned from 
whence I came, my bufinefs, and where I was going : this is practifed to all travel- 
lers in all the towns through the prusstan dominions; and as it is perfortmed in a 
regular manner, it ferves, among other good politics, to fupport a greater fenfe of 
watchfulnefs and military difcipline. 


FROM STOLPE to scHLAVE is three miles, over an open pleafant country of 
arable lands indifferently well inkabited ; but the foil through all this country is 
fandy, fo that it can produce but flender crops. The peafants however enjoy the 
advantage of working their lands with lefs labour. In this place were quartered 
one hundred Hussars. | : 


FROM SCHLAVE tO COESLIN is five miles, the road being agreeable in all re- 
fpects, except the fands. This place was not many years fince burnt down, and is 
now rebuilt with elegance and regularity, but with great parfimony, which indeed 
the circumftances of the people render abfolutely neceffary. In the market-place 
is a {tone ftatue of the late king. From cozsiin to KoeRLIN is three miles, and 
thence to Pinnow four. | : 


Tue 2d of auguft I arrived at neucertren, four miles farther; here I found 
nO HUSSARS, as in the other towns, but a company of dragoons. The weather 
was difagreeably hot, or my inclinations would have carried me to stErin, the 
trade of which is confiderably increafed fince the prefent king came to the throne. 
Merchandize is from thence carried up the opea to BRESLAU and other places. 
J] lefe it about five miles to the fouth-weft, and paffing through massou, I travelled 
four long miles to srarGaRD, the metropolis of pRUSSIAN POMERANIA. In 
this place there is a cathedral church of great antiquity, built of brick: there are 
allo three reformed churches, in one of which the fervice is performed in FRENCH 
every funday. Here all appeals are made by the feveral diftriéts of the country, 
not under the. immediate jurifdiction of the magiftracies of the different towns, In 
this place was quartered a regiment of infantry, commanded by prince maurice 
D'ANHALT, which made a fine appearance. From thence to pyaitz is three miles. 
This cown is furrounded by an antient fortification, and has a very large brick 
church ; here were quartered five companies of the Brunswick regiment. 


Tue 3d, [ arrived at kozninssuro, a {mall town on the oper : it has a very 
pompous church, embellifhed by the late king at a confiderable expence, with a 
fine organ, and feveral images of the apoftles and angels. From thence I travelled 
three miles to ANGERMUND, paffing over the apeR on a bridge of timber. On 
the north bank ts a flately palace and garden of the marprave of scrwerpT, witha 
very neat town of the fame name adjacent. The avenue to the bridge and town is 
thrown up between meadow lands ; it “is paved, and planted on cach fide with 
willows, as the other fide of the town is with wild chefnuts, which intercept the 
view of corn and tobacco fields. Near this place] pafled by the bodies of two 

Vou. L- . Geg | male- 
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milefaétors who had been broken on the wheel: I obferved near every town a 
gallows erected on an eminence; but the good government of this country renders 
executions very rare. | , 


Tue palace of the margrave makes the more ftriking figure, as it is the only 
object which has the appearance of grandeur or tafte, in the road quite from DANT- 
zic; for in this country, men of family and fortune-all flock. to court, and the 
preat article of agriculture, which is the fource of their fupport, derives no tm- 
provement from their perfonal attendance. | | SO | 


“Tse ath, I went from ANCERMUND tO NEUST EBERSWALD, three miles: the 
roads are extremely héavy with fand. From thence to. BERNAU three miles: here, 
as in NEUST EBERSWALD, were five companies of foldiers. This laft place has a 
very large church built with brick, faid to be eight hundred years old. From. 
BERNAU tO BERLIN is three miles; near this capital the face of things improves, 
but in no eminent degree: here are no enclolures to beautify the profpect, nor 
{oil to exhibit that perpetual verdure which ENGLAND enjoys. From DANTZIG to 
BERLIN is fifty-feven GERMAN miles, which are ordinarily computed equal to two 
hundred and fifty eNGLIsH miles. — | 





CH AP. XC. 
The author arrives at BERLIN. Great preparations for amufement, Several learned 


men at the Prussian: court. ..A foort account of the palace. The king’s library 
and cabinet of. curiofities. Romisy chapel, Palace of MON BIJOUX, &Se. 


Tif. entrance into BERLIN is airy and elegant; the ftreets are regular and 

“Clean. and the houfes uniform. .In going towards the palace on the PonT- 
NEUF, or new bridge of {tone which is over the sPREE, Is the equeftrian ftatue of 
FREDERICK WILLIAM the GREAT, which is efteemed a piece of exquifite workman- 
fhip ; it was erected by rrepericx I. king of prussra, who alfo built the pa- 
lace, the magnificence of which ftrikes very muc>, A foldier attended me from 
the gates to my lodging, according to cuftom, in order to examine my baggage. 


—\ Amusement being the idol of mankind, efpecially in courts and great towns, 
- 2 was not furprized to find this city full of buly, pleafant countenances. ‘The king 
was preparing fome grand fpectacles for the entertainment of FREDERICK margrave 
of RAREITH, who is married to his eldeft filter, and of FREDERICK WILLIAM, Mar- 

grave of scHWED‘T, who is married to his fourth fitter: thefe two princes and their 
~ conforts were the king’s gucfts. | 


Tuer were feveral perfons here whofe fame for learning and polite literature has 
been’ fpread over EUROPE: among thele was VOLTAIRE, whole allegiance, as a 
fubject, the king of rRance has yielded to his Prussian majelly. The libetal 
| — Se : CO praiies 
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Chap. XC. REMARKABLE THINGS AT BERLIN. ALI 
: aAL : ; 
praifes he had beftowed on the exoris# nation were /now fuppreffed, as not likely 
to advance his intereft at the PRUSSIAN court", Baron pouwitrz, author of the 
memoirs > known by his name, was alfo there ; likewile perorirer, author of the 
hiftory of the centes*. But no perion among the literati is more amiable than 
doctor LtzBERKYN, with whom I had the honor of being inumately acquainted. 
Fie is diftinguithed for his great fkill in phyfic and natural philofophy, which 
he learnt moftly in. EncLawp. and HOLLAND. He has alfo ftucied anatomy with 
indefatigable induftry, and with a large and unpromiuling hand, has performed the 
niceit things imaginable in the fine parts of the body, by injecting them with red 
wax. But his difinterefted practice, the humanity and tendernef$ which he has 
aways fhewn his patients, and his great charity to the poor, render him the minion ° 
of the people. Notwithftanding this they do not reward his merits, allowing for 
the great difference between ENGLAND and PRUSSIA. «4S a proof of the efteem 
in which the doctor is at court, though in reality no courtier, the king fpeaking of 
him, upon a certain occafion, to the FRENCH minifter, ufed thefe words, ** You may 
* fpeak ill of me, and poifibly be heard favorably, but no body will hear rig ~ 
“f BERKYN’S name mentioned with reproach.” -Among many perfons of diftin- 
guifhed abilities, the king has brought from paris Mr. SCHMIDT, one of his own 
fudjects, who in the art of engraving has hardly a fuperior. : 
Wiru regard to the curiofities of BERLIN, the firft object that ftrikes one is the 
king’s palace‘: one of the fides of the interior fquare of this building is no ways 
equal to the reft, being the old apartment once inhabited by the king’s grandfather, 
which has not been yet rebuilt, as was intended, when the plan of this fuperb 
itructure was formed. The walls of the grand front are not lefs than feven or eighe 
feet thick; fo that the rooms, not receiving fufficient light from the windows, are 
fhown to creat difadvantage, | 


_ ?Tis a pleafure to obferve the great economy of this court, as well that which 

has prevailed in former times, as in the prefent reign. The apartments in the 

_ palace are adorned with filver in every fhape, but fo maffy that the fafhion of it 

romes to No more than feven per cent. fo that about four millions of dollars might. 
be realifed with great eafe, whenever the exigencies of the ftate fhould require. 

Flere is the picture of cuartes V. and his emprets, the frames of which are of 
filver, each weighing fix centners *, and there. is a grand crown luftre of feventeen 

centners, “Phere are alto picces of three, four. or five centners, to the number of 
aDdove one hundred and fifty ; likewife a mufic gallery adorned in a grand tatte all 

of filver; and one end of a laree apartment, for about twenty feet high and as - 
many broad, is richly furnithed with gilded plate. All this is merely for paradé ; 

the court has other fervices of plate for ufe. oo 7 oe 


Ggg2. Tar 


_* He has however made honorable mention of the zne@xisn, in his late piece called The age of 
LEwis XIV, > 'Thefe mentoirs give a good idea of the perfons mott ditinonithed in EuROPEAN 
Courts twenty years ago. © Antient Britons, who tranfplanted. themfelves from this ifland 

gin BRITAINY, and to this day retain much the lam4 lancuage as the weicu, | 
“ ‘they call it. the CHATEAU, or caitle, * A ¢gntney is one hundred and ten pounds. 
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Tue king’s particulw apartments, though elegant, have nothing extraordinary, 
the prevailing tafte is white ftoco and gilding. The picture of fignicra NARBERINE 
as in feveral of the chambers, more, i believe, for the love he bore her as a fine 
dancer, than as a woman; for fhe no fooner gave herlelf the airs peculiar ta. 
people of her profeffion, than he convinced her that his heart was poffefled by objects _ 
of a more important nature, leaving her to purfue her own pleafure. Several of 
the private apartments have tables, with pens, ink, and loofe papers, which indicate 
the difpatch of bufinels, more than the regularity and elegance one naturally expects . 
to find in a royal palace. The hall has feveral vood paintings, and the grand faloon 
;s adorned with four pieces of tapeftry, reprefenting our Saviour driving out the 
“money-changers, his wafhing of feet, the draught of fith, and his laft fupper. The | 
tairone in the audience-chamber is of velvet, embroidered with gold, in a grand | 
tatte, but nor loaded with ornaments. ‘Phere is nothing extraordinary in any of 
the apartments of the old quarter of the palace, except a bed of crimfon velvet, 
which has above two hundred cyphers with electoral crowns, all fet with pearls ; 
the chairs in the room are in the fame talte. In this bed it is ufual to lodge perfons 
of the royal blood on their marriage-night. The arfenal forms one fide of the 
palace, and is an elegant ftruéture, buc it has rather too great a profufion of . 
ornaments : it is faid to be well furnifhed , however, as great part of the arms were 
font into siLessa, and I] muft have gone through fome troublelome ceremonies, I. 
declined vificing it. _ 7 


From the palace I went to the library, which would be deemed a mean apartment » 
for a common {chool. Thole who make the appearance of gentlemen have the 
liberty to read there from ten in the morning till two in the afternoon. Here is a 
collection of bibles, to the number of five hundred, of different languages and 
editions. SauREN’s paraphrafe of the bible in FRENCH is alfo here in five volumes 

folio, compleated by BEAUSOBRE ‘1 the UNITED PROVINCES: it has fine copper 
plates, and is a work much efteemed. . The firft volume has the arms of ENG- 
LAND, having been prefented by king GEORGE t. to his late pruss1aN majefty. 
_ Among many others they fhow the identical bible which cuarzes 1. ufed when 
he was beheaded ; it was given asa kind of relic by doctor JuxTON tO the elec- 
tor of BRANDENBURGH. ‘There is alfo the firft bible ever printed in AMERICA, 
and one of 1450, the firft printed in the GERMAN language. They alfo fhow the 
khoran in manufcript in’ a fmall oétagon, the character fo minute, and the paper 
f thin as to form only the bulk of one ‘ach and a half; befides feveral folio ma- 
nufcripts on religion, morals, politics, &c. faid to have been compofed by cardinal 
MAZARIN. - : 
- Tur cabinet of curiofities contains very few diftinguifhed rarities ; the moft 
remarkable, as they appeared to me, are the following: a marble cupiD much 
admired : two cannon balls, which meeting in the air, the warmth of the iron’, 
and the violence of their motion, united them together: an oak with ftag’s horns ; 
the ftag having been hunted with great violence, ran his horas into a young tree, 
and there expired ; and the tree growing, the horns at length appeared as a natural 
production. — : : | —_ 


Perhaps they were made hot, as is fometimes practifed, if it is really fact that they met and joined. 
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Avs. there if rio’ art “but the king affects fome knowledge of’ it, the ‘new chapel 
was defigned by himfelf: it is neat and commodious, but too low to be either 
grand or elegant. ‘The pulpit is in the modern grotefque tafte, and too lofty for 
the height of the building... The roof is fupported by a double row of pillars, 
“which dividing the chapel increafe the appearance of its length. . This place is, 
intended as a royal fepulchre, and has: already fome tombs of the kino’s. prede- 
ceffors. . The romisu chapel, fo much talked of in all proteftane countries, was 
‘not near compleated, the fund being almoft exhaufted. -.As we make our hofpitals, 
more grand than our palaces, the ROMANISTS generally make their churches built 
by charity, the moft magnificent of any other. .This ftructure is not large, but. 
richly ornamented. | | oe | Oo | 


_ Mon syrjou is appointed for the refidence of the queen mother, who is a. 

—«fifter of his majefty the king of Great Bartain. This is a little palace on the 
SPREE, the apartments of which are fmall, bat. elegantly furnifhed. . There is. 
a pretty gallery of blue and white cHina porcelain, and an apartment called the | 
kitchen, with feveral rich pieces of saxon porcelain. . The queen. mother being 

now in her fixty-fourth year, {pends a great ‘part of her time in her. ftudy, and. 
has a good collection of books. s The object that ftrikes the eye moft in this 

little palace, is the picture of a lady, called LA BELLE PARISsIENE; her adven-. 
‘tures may be beft known by-the novel-under the fame-name. It is certain. her. 
charms captivated the -heart of a great prince, whole «memory is revered by the. 
BRITISH nation. ©The gardens of this palace. are fmall, but proportioned .to. the. 
fize of the building. | OO 


THe mot elegant modern-edifice is the opera houfes the fcenes:are {plendid, . 
and of an. exquifite taite, bat the want of a painted cieling and other ftanding 
ornaments, render the interior part lefs pompous than the exterior. “Fhe: pillars. 
which fupport the roof, and are calculated to throw the whole into a grand faloon, 
are apt to. obftruct the movements of: the f{cenes..; It has: three - galleries, and is. 
reckoned to contain above two thoufand perfons. The-orcheftra confifts of about 
fifty muficians, the pay of which is moderate. The king is-more liberal to the. 

-FFALIAN. fingers, of whom he had nine or ten; AsTrRta and sALEMBENE were the 
moft diftinguifhed ,; but neither of them will amafs a.minifterial efate; as fome of - 

_ their profeffion have done in oTHER. cOUNTRIES, which however are now. grown | 
wifer... This amufement is entirely fupported at the. king’s expence, and in fome. 

- degree: rendered fubfervient to the ends. of ‘his government. — Among-other good. 
politics, he-has learnt the art of rendering himlelf acceptable more by-a polite ad- 
drefs than a profufion of expence.. When astrua firft fang before him, he afked, 
what her falary was? She told him three thoufand five hundred’ dollars, «« Indeed,” ’ 
faid he, *‘ madam, fuch finging as yours, well deferves four thoufand;” and ac- 
cordingly he ordered this appointment. 


_ Tue extreme delight which the king takes in mufic, and the great knowledge he: 

{has of that {cience, have carried this entertainment to a very high perfection, The: 
““dreffes, the fcenes, and the machinery in the opera of PHAETON, were indeed mott- 
elegant and magnihcent, In the upper galleries on each fide of the ftage fix trumpeters . 

are. 
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CHAP. XCI. 


Reflections on courting the acquaintance of the great. Remarks cn the condud of 
"ENGLISH fravellers abroad. Some account of field marfoal xzrru. A fhort Gefcrip~. 
tion of ihe city of BERLIN. Tbe number, induftry, and temper of ibe. inbdlitants, 

| Their coins, exchange, &c. | 


FIFE, conduct of princes as well as of private men, -is fubject to be directed 
by perfonal prejudices: of this we have an inftance in the difagreement> 
between the courts of Lonpon and BERLIN. _It was obferved that lord matron’, 
who arrived in peRLin at this time, did not receive that diftinguifhed civility which 
was due to his quality and merit; if we meafure it by that familiar converfation, 
which is ufual at the pRussian court from the king himfelf. The queen mother . 
was indeed extremely courteous to his Jordfhip, as well-as to the honourable Mr. 
WATSON, and not lefs to their companion, the agreeable and humane colonel ror- 
RESTER, 


’ 


_ Txis young nobleman being remarkably fober, and his charaéter in all refpects 
very amiable, I thought it my duty, efpecially as he was in the fame inn, to pay 
him and his companions my refpects; and they were fo polite as to return my vifir. 
I cannot fay, however, that I approve of the conduét of thofe who are forward in 
courting great acquaintances, of whom they ftand in no need; on the contrary, 
this incident afforded me an occafion of reflecting, what ftrangers fome men are 
to their own happinefs and dignity, who are contented’ to be little among the 
GREAT, in hopes of being’ great among the LITTLE, efpecially fuch as launch 
into a dangerous expence on this account. Men of high birth and Jarge fortunes, 
who are alfo diftinguithed for politenefs of manners and improved underftandings, 
become indeed a kind of oracles; but the enjoyment of their company by perfons 
in another {phere, fhould be confidered as a feaft not fought for, but to which-we 
might occafionally accept an invitation. Gentle paflions, and moderate enjoy- 
ments, in the track of religion and common fenfe, are things always within our 
reach, and certainly productive of the end we aim at. What a folly is it then to _ 
run hazards in fearch of the mere fhadow of felicity? The generality of thofe who 
figure in the higheft ranks of life, by an almoft neceffary confequence have their 
tiles and-eftates ingrafted into their thoughts; nor can they with more confiftency 
converie with thofe who are neither dignified with titles, nor equal to them in fortune, 
than the learned can be fuppofed fond of the converfation of the illiterate; though 
there are doubrlefs many exceptions. Men who know the world and themfelves, _ 
fhould confider how far the admonition’ of a very wife man on titis fubject is as 
true now as it was two thoufand years ago. Under abfolute monarchs, the nobles, ° 
though flaves, partake of a defpotic authority, and are often dipofed to infolence s 
when the proudeit lord in a free country can be better held within bounds. In fuch 
a nation, one comimon freedom creates a certain equality, which ought to be deemed 
: | _. More 


* Now marquis of rockincHaM, | ‘Thirteenth chapter of Ecclefiafticus, 
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‘more -valuable than the diftin@ions of fortune or title. Though the admonition I 
have juft referred co, feems to teach a leffon for the ordinary ceconomy of human 
life, yet it ought by no means to create any general prejudices; becaufe perfons of- 
the higheft diftinction differ from others of the fame rank, in probity, politenefs, 
and humanity, as men of lower conditions do from perfons of their level. The 
effential quality of characters depends not on titles or grear eftates; thefe indeed, 
Jike a fich jewel fet with art and elegance, give virtue a Juftre, which in the eyes 
of common mortals, would not appear fo well through any other medium, 
therefore they are ufeful to the fociety in this refpect, as well as from the due 
fubordination arifing from them. I remember an advertifement for the. fale of a 
-houfe, which the proprietor thought to recommend by its neighbourhood to a lord; 
whilit another publithed his, as entitled to a preference, becaule it was twenty miles 
_-diftant from the habitation of any nobleman. Perhaps they were both equally mif- 
taken, if they intended to give any initruction. Oe mo 


Witn regard to ENGLISH travellers, it has been generally remarked, that few 
people in the world are more deficient in politeneis and mutual regards as country- 
men, when they atcidentally meet abroad; whilft the scors fhew ‘a particular 
affection to each other, fometimes even to excite a jealoufy a littié injurious to. 

the common intereft of both nations, We are indeed but one and the fame people: 
I am not able to feparate the idea by any other reflection than that which I have 
juft mentioned. Their conduct naturally arifes from their circum{tances, as being 
the leffer nation of the two, and not fo affluent in point of wealth. It ought to 
be prefumed, that when the diftin¢ction fhall be more loft, their conduct at large 
will be as generous, as it has been political, We may likewife hope that induftry 
and arts will be encouraged amoneft them fo as to render them in no refpects inferior 
to the inhabitants of the other parts of the ifland. It is plain they excel in a national 
affection for each other; nor do their colder regions difqualify them for friendfhip, 
as I know by experience. — | 


As to the indifference of the ENGLisH, it may arife from a national pride; from 
a referve peculiar to us; or perhaps, from that general commerce we have in all 
parts of the world, which makes us always at home; or, in fine, from a jealoufly 
of making acquaintance abroad, which we do not chufe to continue at home. 
Whatever the caufe or effeét may be, it feems a duty, upon the principle of national 
policy, to take every favorable opportunity of fhewing a proper refpect abroad, to 
thafe who are moft diftinguithed at home; for this plain reafon, that foreigners muft 
coriceive a mean opinion of our union and national love, from whence our. impor- 
tance is firppofed to be, in fome meafure, derived, when they obferve that we fhow 
no fort of regard for one another. 


' Twap more than once the mortification of hearing ftories, to the difadvantage of 
fome of our countrymen of fortune, who travel for improvement. I, knew an 
-inftance of one who was recommended to a certain merchant of very great con- 
fequence: this youth came to him late at night, and, with a certain fiercenefs 
peculiar to young men who have more money than politenefs, demanded the adjuft- 

' ment of ‘his accounts. The merchant very courteoufly defired him to wait till the 
morning, 
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morning, ** No,” fays the young man, “ I mult go inftantly ont of this damn’d 
‘“* country of HOLLAND, for] hate the putcH moft damnably.” The merchant, 
who was himfelf a purcuman, faid to him, “ Pray, Sir, why do you hate the 
‘““ puTcH; have you any particular reafon 2” “ No,” replied the young gentleman, 
‘© but I hate them damnably3s.I believe the hatred was born with me.” But in 
oppofition to-this inftance, we mutt do ourfelves the juftice to obferve, that no 
_ nation produces fuch a conttaft.of characters as ENGLAND; for many of our travellers 
are diftinguifhed abroad as men of learning and humanity, poffefled of true polttenefs 
and generofity of {pirit, above the people of any country in the world. | 


Tue cuftom of periin, joined to the motive of a fmall acquaintance in RUSSIA, 
induced me to wait on field.marfhal kzerrH, the governor of the city, who received 
me with that politeneis for which he has been always diftinguifhed. . ‘This ndbleman’s 
leaving the Russtan fervice, and going into that of prussta, made fome noife in the 
political world. To enter into the realons of his condué is not my bufinels; but ie 
feems very eafy to reconcile, if we confider his genius and principles, and the previous 
allurances which it is probable he received, of that kind reception which he has 
experienced in BRANDENBURG, It is prefumed that he is not fo happy as to enter- 
tain the fame fentiments in every refpect of the lawful fovereign of this country *, 
as every unprejudiced perfon muft adopt, whether at home or abroad; yet from his 
own natural good ienfe and difcernment, he treated the rebellion, even at its height, 
as immeaturably rafh and extravagant; and {poke of thofe unhappy men who em- 
barked in it, as plunging themfelves into a gulph of mifery: a truth which they 
very Joon felt, the leaft wretched of them fecing themfelves, as they ever will e 
themfelves, the dupes of their foreign pretended friends. 


I wave already mentioned the condu& of count municu: his defperate enterprize 
at OCTZAKOW was warmly oppofed by field marfhal KEITH, who then ferved in the 
RUSSIAN army under that general, and was ordered upon the attack: a lucky ball 
on the firft onfet taking his knee, he was lamed on this occafion, and carried off that 
icene of flaughter. This general enters deeply and faithfully into the fervice of his 
mater the king, in commercial as well as military affairs: and the king knows how 
to acknowledge his fervices. Whether he was a fecret {pring of the EMBDEN fcheme, 
as fome fay, I know not; but it is certain he is a great encourager of manufactories. 
During this vifit ! had an opportunity of feeing a fpecimen of pRuSsIAN nulitary 
difcipliae : a common foldier, without any notice, came into the field marfhal’s pre- 
lence, and prefenting his arms in form, delivered a paper. The field marfhal bid 
me take notice of the exactnefs of their difcipline, which he him&lf confirmed by his 
‘inttant obedience of the fummons. | 


SEVER AS, incidents having given mutual offence to the courts of sT. PETERSBURG 
and BERLIN, many in both countries frightned themfelves with a notion that thefe 
two powers would engage in a war, efpecially if the swepes fhould fall into the fame 
ideas as the pRussIaNs; but this feemed to be but mere talk, The russtane would 
hardly make any oflenfive war againft the king of prussra; and this prince is too 

Vou. I. | ‘FD hh wife 


' GREAT BRITAIN, 


418 MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS Part VIL. 


wife to engage In 4 war, where he has no profpect of advantage.. Belices there is 
a mortal. certainty that fuch a ftep would bring the houfe of austria on his back, 
whilft the russrans might in the iffue be too hard for him, by the fuperiority ef 
their numbers, even though they fhould lofe a battle or two. The Prussian 
dominions are open and unguarded, and might eafily be laid wafte by the Tar- 
maps and cossackxs in the russtan fervice: for this and other like reatons. 1t may 
be, that his prussian majefty fupports fo numerous a body of HUSSARS. 


THe city of BERLIN has. a repular fortification, though noe very fornflable; The- 
frequent wars which happen in GERMANY feem ta render it an efféntial article to. 
fortify the capitals of fovereign princes, not only as the refidence of their courts, . 
but as the place in which a very great portion of their wealth centers. Strangers 
remark, that BERLIN is a little PARIS, the FRENCH language being almoft as well 
underitood as the GERMAN. ‘This city abounds in elegant ftructures and regular 
ftreets, and is. compuced near one third as big as LONDON, yet it has not above 
one eighth part of the inhabitants; from whence it may. be eafily. accounted why 
-grafs is found growing in many of their capital ftreets. The inhabitants were for- 
merly computed at eighty thoufand; now they are reckoned one hundred and ten. 
thoufand, including the garrifon of ten thouland: all the prusstan. dominions, - 
ginEsta excepted, hardly contain two millions of people.. _ | 


Turs acquifition of twenty thoufand inhabitants and fubjects 1s rmputed to the 
good conduct of the king, in granting privileges and lands, fuficient to induce: 
many to eftablifh. themieives in this capital; and: confidering this. country 1s fo. 
extremely defpotic, and military, without any foreign trade, and furrounded by 
neighbours who want little or nothing of them, manufactories here may be faid to 
Gourifh. They make woollen cloth fufficient for the army and great part of their- 
home confumption; and srtEsia is well known to. produce a great fupply of 
—linnens, which are fent all over EUROPE, and alfo to AMERICA. Their export of. 
woollen cloth to Russia was once confiderable, but at prefent is very fmall. So. 
many thoufands of FRENCH manufacturers having found protection in this country, 
gold and filver lace, and wrought filks, are hardly. ta be bought in any place fo: 
‘cheap :- they talk of prohibiting thofe of FRANCE. 


Humanzy fpeaking, nothing is fuperior to induftry. We often find that things 
which appear contrary to nature, are brought to perfection by perfeverance and. 
labour. Indeed I was. furprifed to learn, that the ENviRoNS of BERLIN produced. 
four hundred pounds weight of raw filk; and fome of the courtiers who efpoufed 
— commercial fchemes moff, Gatrered themfelves that the climate would admit of a 
~ Jarge’ production of this kind’; to. me it appears next to impoffible: and though. 
the king has taken-the manufattories of filk into his own hands; ftill this does not. 
promife that fuccefs.which they expect. Some of the people moft interefted this. 
way; endeavoured to perfuade. me, that whilft we were debating 1n ENGLAND about: 
the reduction of duties. on CHINA Taw filk, the rrencu had taken their meafures. 
to monopolize this. commodity in that empire*; and it was not difficult to difcern 

. : | - a : Lo from. 
a The event feems to prove that they were very much miftaken. . 
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from hence how much they incline to the rrenen intereft, whilft the rrawen fecret. 
ly wifh to fee the wings of the prussran eagle clipt. a 


Tue exchange in BERLtn is ordinarily about one hundred and thirty-four of their 
dollars for one hundred rix dollars in AMSTERDAM. They keep their accounts in’ 
dollars, goede grofchin, and phenigen. | | OT | 

18 Phenigen — = me mm x goede grofchin. | 

| 24 Goede grofchin = —~ -—~ — ¢ dollar. — 

Tuy reckon 5 dollars to a louis dor, and 6 dollars i ENGLISH guinea, 2 +. 
dollars 1 ducat full weight. \ : . | | -_ 


Tue people here were extremely diftreffed with variety of coins, fome of which 
_Were very bafe; but the king has found means to ‘run off a great part of it, and 
~veftablifh the currency of his own coin only, in order to have a large fupply for the 
~ benefit of trade, and the fecurity of his fubjeéts property, . a 





CH AP XCIt. 


Reflections on the cbharaélers of princes. | Early genius of the king of prussra, d ge- 
“ neral view of his dilpofition. A dejcription of bis perfon and manner of life. . Some 
familiar fortes relating to him, His great tafte and delight in mufic, 


Tis a tafk delicate, if not daring, to attempt, during the. lives of princes, to 
I draw even the outlines of their charaéters. Men are never without blemifhes, 
which, to correct in themfelves and others, is the important bufinefs of life: but 
the daftardly fears, or vicious felf-love of the guardians and teachers of princes, 
have often prevented the growth of thofe virtues in men born to empire, which 
might truly conftitute them the vicegerents of the Almighty,.and make the world 
happy. The enormous power vefted in fore princes, which they often direct as 
thunderbolts at the heads of: their own fubjeéts; or, what is as bad, at the heads 
of other nations, would certainly be employed in another manner, if their minds 
were more improved, and their hearts better directed to objects, worthy their rank 
as men, as well as kings. But inftead of infpiring princes; from. their infancy, 
with thofe godlike fentiments of mercy and benevolence, which ought to be infepa- 
rable from power and command; how often are their propenfities to evil nourifhed, 
till they take root too deep to be extirpated! Thus it happens, that kings, confidered 
fimply as men, are fometimes great objects of compaffion, | 


In countries where men have EXCLUDED THEMSELVES from the common bounties 
of providence, and groan under an arbitrary power; though the prince had as 
many vices as drew down fire on sopom, it is not uncommon to amufe him with 
‘flattering appellations, as if he had virtues enough to tranflate him to heaven: at 

a Hhhe2 the 


42000 CHARACTER OF THE ‘Part VIE. 


the time nothing can be more obvious than this, that frie greatnc fs of mind 
would add to their glory, more than ail the external accidents of royalty. - 


_ Iw the happy ifland of GREAT BRITAIN we think like men; We know how to 
value the virtues of a prince, but we dare alfo to fpeak of their vices, whenever 
they become hurtful to the ftate. This privilege docs indeed deceive” iome, into 
a behaviour inconfiftent with found politics, and true religion : - forgetting the 
refpect that is due to the fupreme magiftrate, they convert the blefling into a curfe. 
As in friendfhip between man and man, we can with no confiftency allow ourfelves 
to fpeak of the failings of others, without great tendernefs ; fo with regard to 
princes, though we keep within the letter of the law, a wanton indulgence of our 
tongues muft weaken that love and refpect, which is the moft folid foundation of 
{ubordination. . Nor ought this to be deemed too nice a diftinction or compartiion ; 
much lefs productive of that blind homage which prepares mens minds for flavery. 
In private life friendfhip can fabfift no longer than men are kept within certain 
bounds; it ceafes as foon as they arrive to a certain degree of vicioufnefs; fol 
imagine will the love of fubjeéts towards princes; for human nature being ftill 
rhe fame, virtue will for ever be the object which we love and revere. The virtues 
or vices of princes, as of private men, muft ever render them amiable or ungrate- 
fi. But if we look into the hiftory of mankind, and fee how nations have Deen 
affliéted by the very governments which they eftablith for their fupport, and how 
depraved human nature 1s; that country has great caufe te be thankful, whole 
fovereign, whether his power 1s limited or defpotic, has but FEw vices injurious to 
the community; and whofe conduct, in general, is calculated for the fupport and: 


happinefs of his people. 


Tus farin excufe of what I fhall fay of the king of PRussta. This prince is 
{aid to be no friend to GREAT BRITAIN, according to the prefent fyftem of politics’; 
nor may his conduct be in every re{pect juftifiable, yet I think he deferves great 
encomiums. There is a pleafure in praifing the worthy, whether they happen to be 
our friends, or not. BS a | _ 


Freperick Il. king of prussra and elector of BRANDENBURG, was born th® 
_aath of january 1712 °, and began his reign the 31ft of may 1740; fo that he was 
“twenty-eight years of age when his father died. He had an early tafte of literature 
and polite arts; and‘fhewed a particular paffion for FRENCH breeding and delicacy 
of manners, in oppofition to the inelegant cuftoms which prevailed at his father’s 
court. . It is well known that the late king was a lover of drinking, a vice which 
4n few countries is more familiar than in GERMANY. The prince abominated thus 
vice, and particularly the cuftom of {wallowing large draughts of malt liquor. 
This and other correfpondent circumitances at length determined him to leave us 

: — father, 


a Con of FREDERICK WILLIAM, by SOPHIA DOROTHEA, the prefent queen dowager, who is fifter 
of his majéfty king czorce HH. As this prince has hardly ever fat for his picture, it is rare to fee a good 
likenefs of him; the plate annexed gives a tolerable idea of his perfon, drefs, and air, though he is made- 
“foo young. | : 7 | L. 
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father, in a fecret manner, and go, as it was faid he intended, to the ERITis#H 
court ; but the attempt was fruftrated, and coft an unhappy gentleman his head: 


It is a doctrine which princes do not fubfcribe to in theory, that ftrength and 
power are the beft rights of the fovereignties of countries; but I believe it will be 
found upon experience, that more kihgs are kept in awe by the combinations which 
are formed to reftrain each other’s paflions, and fupport an independency, than by 
a fenfe of moral duties arifing from the common rights of mankind, as founded 
in their original conftitution. Whenever a nation is involved in any deep calaniity, 
we may generally obferve, that move ftates are difpofed to diftrefs it farther, than 
to relieve it. If princes reap advantages from the misfortunes in which they fee 
their neighbours involved, when there is no other reafon for their condué but the. 
greater hopes of fuccefs,; may they not be compared to thofe who find the beft 
opportunity to fteal, when an houfe is in flames? It will not follow from any thing 
I have faid, that the king of prussis had no right to his conqueft of sitesia: 
that he has conquered it is moft-certain, and we muft leave to hiftorians and cafuitts, 
‘to determine whether the action was juft or not, | i ok 


_” Wuen princes are really God’s vicegerents,; relicion muft be the bafis of their 

government and politics, What notions the prince in queftion has adopted, I know 

not ; he is reputed by many a free-thinker in the worft fenfe of the word; but the . 
rule of his government, and his fuperiority to the vanities and mean gratifications 

of life, do not favor fo harfh a. judoment. Some imagine he adopts 'MAcHIA-- 
VELIAN principles, yet the anTI-MACHIAVEL is faid to have been wrote by him, 

or his favorite vOLTAIRE, in confutation of thofe maxims which ridicule a ftrict 

adherence to equity, and a difinterefted love of mankind. It is a fad truth, how- 

‘ever, that with fome exceptions, men of great parts, and particularly thofe in 

eminent life, affecting to move in a higher fphere than common people, and by the 
force of their genius to pry into things which the author of nature never intended 

fhould be the objects of human reafon, fall into groffer delufions than the vulgar. 

Men of this ftamp, obferving the infinite variety of modes of faith, and forms of 

worfhip in the world, together with a long lift of vulgar errors, which in different 
ages and countries have obtained advocates, are led into a perfuafion, that many 

diftinctions which are generally confidered as of eternal importance, are of no 

other confequence than as political engines of government. : a 


WitH regard to trade, one might be tempted to think, that commercial projects, 
re a country {0 entirely military as PRussra, could hardly be brought to any per- 
fettion ; yet if we confider the ftrit difcipline of the prusstaN army, it is the 
more eafy to be reconciled. I was well affured at Bertin, that of ten thoufand 
doldiers in garrifon, not a man had been known for feveral months to have commit- 
ted any violence, or difturbed the tranquillity of the citizens. If the pRuss1aN pro-- 
ject of trade to the East inpiss takes effect, it is thought the HOLLANDERS will 
feel it more than any other nation; but it is not Jefs the duty of the fubyects of 
GREAT BRITAIN to withhold that affiftance which the laws ? forbid us to grant. 

: , LHERE 


_ ™ As to the infurance of foreign rnpra fhips at their firft fetting out; mankind are become very bafe 
an moff countries, and it feems prudent for under-writers to try how a new enterprize of fuch moment 
18 
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THERE is one circumftance in fayor of his PRUSSIAN majefty beyond any other 
“prince in EUROPE, I mean the great ceconomy of his government and perfonal ex- 
pence. The allowance of his table is but thirty crowns *a day, fifh and wine ex- 
cepted, in which he makes no great expence. _ oO 


-' porspam is the favorite refidence of this prince; here he avoids the empty 
ceremonies of a court. He fits down to rable with twelve perfons, and after his 
own minifters who.are moft in favor, are invited, and alfo thofe of foreign princes 
who happen to be at POTSDAM, his officers, even to an enfign, fill up the vacant 
places. Nor is this the only means he employs of recommending himfelf to the 
love of his foldiers: the meaneft officer knows that he fhall be redreffed in any cafe 
“of injuftice ; that wherever his quarters are, he need but write to the king, and 
by the return of the poft he may expect an anfwer, oftentimes wrote by his ma- 
jetty himfelf. In his ietters the king fometimes goes fo far as to advife where. he 
thinks the party errs in judgment, OF is biafled by fome falfe defire : this alfo ren- 
ders his fervice the more valuable; but a man mut have a pation for military affairs 
to be reconciled to it. His converfation ‘s free and eafy, even to jefting, but he. 
can pals from the gay to the ferious in aninftant: he fupports his dignity from the 
fear as well as the affection of thofe about hing. | 


Ee requires delicate foods, but eats moderately, and mixes water with his wine: 
he takes spanisu {nuff to excefs, f that his cloaths can fearce be kept clear of it; 
in this inftance he refembles the great prince euGENE. [ie ufed to drink liberally 
of champain, and eat eich fruits foaked in ftrong wine: but having been often 

‘afflicted with fevers, he ts become abftemious. | | 


In his perfon he appears rather plump than corpulent ; his face tooks full of © 
‘blood ; his countenance is inclined to the penfive, but is very expreflive, indicat-_ 
ing, in fome meafure, the inceflant labour of hig mind, Since the late war he is 
much broken, and ftoops, which takes of from his igure. He often appears in 
“boots, and always in his regimentals, which are a blue cloth frock with filver 
BRANDENBURGS; and he is mafter only of one change for the winter, and another 
for the fummer. | faw his wardrobe, which is indeed very mean, OF Very erand, 
‘according to the impreffion it gives the fpectator. In this particular the king 1s a 
- copy of peTER the GREAT. | 


Hrs bed, which I particularly obferved at CHARLOTTENBURG, was in a {mall 
alcove or niche, confifting only of two mattrefles under the cover of a down quilt, 
without the Jeaft common ornament or mark of grandeur. He often afks his moft 
familiar acquaintance, if they think the condition of a king above all others the 
| ae —— mot 


+5 conduéted, in point of PRoBITY, as well as fkill, before they throw themfelves into the arms of 
thofe, who may be tempted to play tricks, in cafe cheir bufinefs does not profper.. We may obierve 
farther, that 1F it does not profper, and no inferance is made, or none which proves refponfible, the 
fcheme MiGuT be rendered abortive, which 1s an argument againtt infuring. We may alfo add, that in 
2 NATIONAL LIGHT It is abfurd, to infure what we do not defire fhould fucceed ; and this reafon, as far 

as it may be allowed a ae one, is againft the infuring the fhips of our enemies, in time of war, 7 


_ ® Five pounds five fhillings. 
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moit defirable ? and then tells them how eafily they may rectify their fond opinion, 
by obferving what great labour and attention the duty of a king requires, . 


Fe is fo little an obferver of ufelefs forms, that he has rifen from his chair at his 
writing table, and caufed his ingraver to take his place, and write down the orders, 
which he dictated ftanding. That he has a fenfe of friendfhip and gratitude, . is, 
I think, obvious from a fingular circumftance of his condué during my abode in 
BERLIN, and to a perfon with whom I had the honor of being weil acquainted. 
This is Mr. kerry, whom I knew in PORTUGAL, after he had been obliged to leave 
his country in the late king’s reign, for his devotion to the fervice of his prefent 
majefty. On his return home it was natural for this gentleman to expect a kind 

-Yeception: but the king having now adopted other principles, was defirous to 
inculcate the neceffity of obedience to the fovereign ; however, he allowed Mr. 
KEITH a penfion,, gave him the rank of lieutenant-colonel, and put him near the 
queen mother. At length being well apprized of his real worth, he took occafion 
to remember his faithful fervant. In the mock-battle which | have mentioned, 
this prince ordered a few trees, to a. very inconfiderable value, to be cut down in the 
erounds of madame KNEEPHAUSEN the mother in-law of Mr. kerry, with whom 
alfo the king did not ftand very fair. His majetty feeing Mr. KEiTH-at court the- 
day after, called to him, and in very obliging terms afked him in rr ENCH, ** Will. 
‘€ you do me a pleafure? Carry this. cafket to your mother-in-law, with my com- 
_“ puiments, and here is the key of it.” In ic were found ten thoufand crowns. 
in gold, and a very polite letter to madame KNEEPHAUSEN, recommending Mr. 
KEITH to her in the ftrongeft and moft affectionate terms. This incident gained 

the king applauie, in proportion to the great love and efteem which every one has 
for Mr..kerru.; This gentleman is of scorca. extraction, but his parents, for. 

-fome ages, have acknowledged allegiance to the houfe of BRANDENBURG. 

Wart regard to filial duties, few private men treat their parents with more. 
refpect. than he does his mother, whom he never approaches covered, nor without: 
the highett expreffions of reverence: when he is in BERLIN. he vifits her every, 
day; nor does he treat his fifters-with lefs politenefs. He is civil to his own queen, , 
but nothing: more: this is a part of his hiftory which the people do not talk of. 
I obferved, in the opera-houle, that he placed the marpravine of BAREITH at his. 
right hand; and when he took his leave, retired backwards two or three yards. 

_ GERMAN ceremonies are in feveral inftances troublefome,. and in fome ridiculous. 


- Bestpes his great fkill in mufic, he has a tafte for poetry.. During his campaign,. 
wWinat part of the war which was unfortunate*, after performing all the duties, 
and fuffering all the fatigues of.a general in the day, he pofiefied fuch tranquillity. 
as to aniwer letters of. pleafure and politenefs, and even to writé verfes in the even- 
ing, as 1 was affured by one of his chaplains. His memoirs of the houfe of: 

BRANDENBURG, are a proof of his abilities as an author. 


THIS prince pretends alfo to fome knowledge in phyfic. He difputes with his. 
phyficians, and, after hearing their. opinions, generally prefcribes for himéelf, F 
iL : : | | : i doe 

“When he retired from. before prince cHARLES in BOHEMIA. | : 


=! 
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do not fuppoie that this is always the cafe; but he once gave occafion to a certain 
phyfician-to tell him, with that franknefs with which one’ may fpeak to 4 man of 
fenfe, though a king, ** All the world mutt acknowledge your majefty underitanas 
<< how to govern a kingdom; but give me leave to underftand my profeffion alfo as 
6 a phyfician.” | | : | 


Tuene is another ftory current in Bertin, which | apprehend muft have had fome 
foundation, though the circumttances are not very credible. When the difguit 
between the courts of Lonpon and perin ran high, the king upon fome jocole 
occafion, mentioned a certain great prince in terms not the moit refpectiul ; to 
which his minifter, who, as the ftory fays, was then prefent, made this pertinent 
and gallant anfwer; ‘* The king my mafter never rode off the field of battle.” 


_ This was doing juftice at once to the efiential merit and well known valour of the 


‘prince in queftion ; and reproving the king, for the fault which he committed by 
‘an over folicitude for the fecurity of his perfon, at the battle of MOLVITZ, where 
he made his firft appearance as a warrior, _ | , 


Tue great fecret of life, with regard to the execution of much bufinefs of 
whatever kind, is a proper and religious diftribution of the feveral hours of the day. 
No man underftands this better than his pRusstAN majefty : his conilitution having 
fuffered by taking too little reft, he now goes to bed early, and fleeps feven or 
eight hours: by this means he is in a condition to rife early; and befides the 
bufinefs of the cabinet and the parade, he can enjoy his favorite pleafures of books 


and mufic. 


Ir is amazing to confider a man fo devoted to bufinefs, and yet fo paffionately 
fond of mufic; how far it may contribute to the virtue of his mind, I know 
not; it is certainly no vulgar pleafure. ‘* Of all the enjoyments of fenfe, fays an 
‘* eminent divine, this is the leaft fenfual.”” Indeed its effects, if rightly impro- 


ved, terminate not in the bare pleafure of amutement; it feems to be peculiarly . 


adapted to minds fufceptible of religious impreffions ; its,charms are calculated 


to infpire a juft idea of Him who has formed the heart to a relifh of fuch delights ; 


endowed us with capacities to proclaim his praifes ; and taught us how to raiie the 


foul to the raptures of angels. - : 


|r may be rerharked, that very few perfons who have not a good genius, . arrive 


at any great proficiency in this fcience, though 1t feems to depend more on the 
imagination than the underflanding. _ It is certain that this enchanting art has 


‘made a deep impreffion on the king of prusstA, who prides himfelf in nowuig 
fo much, except bufinefs: he compofes as well as performs: he genefally {pends 
‘a fhort time in playing on the flute every morning before he goes to his cabinet : 


here he remains till eleven, and then receives foreign minifters, and executes 


bufinefs of a more public nature till noon, He then ufually goes abroad, and. 


gratifies himfelf in {eeing military exercile, and performing the duty of a foldier, 
and keeping up the fpiric of that difcipline, which is fo efiential to the fupport of 


his ftate and conqueft. Soon after one, he dines; and about three, one of his 
a fecretanies 
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fecretaries reads to him. In the evening he has a concert; and this is the ordinary 
manner in which he fills up the day. Oo 


Tne world has talked much of his fecret manner of conducting bufinefs: it is: 


Well known, that befides the execution of fome important part of it with his own. 


hand, his fecretaries have every one their private apartment, and each his particular 
province affiened; fo that if the king difcovers that any of them are unfaithful, 
there is no difficulty where to fix it. 7 : = : 


 Norwitustanpine this prince’s great abilities, his Gtuation feems to be uneafy. — 


It has been faid of him, that he once declared he would give his right hand to be 
fure of pofleffing sinesia during his life, It is highly improbable, whatever he 
may think, that he ever did make fuch a declaration, though it might be made for 
him by the partizans of the houfe of avsrrta. | a 


IMMepriatety after the diverfions I have mentioned were concluded, the king 


a 


went to BREsLau. Jt was remarkable, that the houfe in which he lodged was 


in flames without its being known by what means; and his majefty had but juft 
time to preferve his perfon, narrowly efcaping from the flames, as his father did 
about twenty years before at pRespen. Now I have mentioned BRESLAU, it may 
be worth oblerving, that the king maintains a garrifon of ten thoufand foldiérs in 


that city, whereas the austrians never had near that number. Notwithitanding — 


fome appearances, the fteady hand with which this prince conducts his government, 


promiles a happy reign. The time may come, non be the mutual intereft 


of this nation, and the houfe of BRANDENBURG, reunite again. Though 


religion feems to be out of the queftion, in moft pofitical alliances, yet this con~ 


fideration will ever create an inclination to friendfhip among ftates. The eftablifhed 
religion of BRANDENBURG is much the fame as ours: we have generally been 
connected with that houfe; and the prefent good fituation of It, if the UNITED 
PROVINCES Continue in-the condition they are in, May again render a union 


neceffary. 


Bur whatever changes time may produce in ftates, ever fi ubject to change, honor, 
T think, will be due to the prefent king of prussra from us, and all mankind, 
He has eftablifhed a reputation upon the fureft foundation, was it only for thar 
bold generous ftroke in politics, in delivering his country from the jaws of law-~ 
yers; who before his time, at leaft in BRANDENBURG, {ported with the fufferings 
of ‘the wretched, and faw unmoved the tears of the widow. In the PRUSSIAN 


dominions, the decifion of caufes cannot be protracted to a tormenting, and- 


devouring length. How long this will laft is hard to fay, unlefg the king has the 
art of making his fubjects virtuous, as well as obedient to his edi@s. The {uits 
in BRANDENBURG are now brought toa fpeedy iffe at an eafy expence, a reculation 
which could never be made but by the fingular attention of a fovereign prince. 
Why it ts not done in limited as well as abfolute monarchies, I know not; unlefs, 
in certain inftances, -flavery is preferred to liberty; or the Name of liberty to the 
REALITY Of it, The law is certainly an excellent and a neceflary profeMion but 

“Vou dil 00 
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too many men are bred to its confequently, in purfuit of a fupport, they deviate 
front the original defign, by perplexing with injurious refinements, that-which it 1s 
- their duty to make plain and intelligible. | | | 


Arrer what has been faid in praife of the king of prussra, and of the fevers’ 
marks of his fine tafte and penetrating judgment, we may contemplate the fuperior 
charms of liberty. A man accuftomed to live under a limited monarchy, who 
has preferved a right fenfe of his condition, will plainly difcover, how little 
defirable thofe circumftances are, which render it the duty of a father, to fubmit 
the difpofal of his children, as well as his eftate, to the arbitrary will of his fove- 
reign; this muft fometimes tempt him, even under fuch a king as his PRUSSIAN 
majefty, to curfe his anceftors, whofe folly or cowardice have forfeited the reward 
of virtue, and the moft valuable gift which the author of nature has beftowed on 
his creatures. — 








CC H A P. XC, 


A foort defcription of the palaces of CHARLOTTENBURG and POTSDAM. Of the 
prusstan guards, number of the pRussian troops, their aris, cloathing, exercifty 
and pay; with aview of the PRUSSIAN revenues. 


EFORE I took my final leave of BERLIN, my curiofity carried me to 
CHARLOTTENBURG, which is about a mile diftant from the city, through a 

road exceeding fandy. The king’s grand-father founded this palace, and his pre- 
_ fent majefty has finifhed it according to his own tafte, which appears to be ex- 
tremely elegant. There is a range of about ten apartments, few of them large, but 
“well difpoied and convenient; they are adorned with white ftoco, and gilding, in 
a very high manner. The ball room is in an exquifite tafle, and worthy of the 
king who is faid to have defigned it. It has ten windows on each fide, and befices 
the ftoco and gilding, which are more rich than in the other apartments, Xt is alfo 
adorned with butts, ftatues and large pier glafies. ‘The gardens are laid out with 
-tafte, and the ftatues well difpoted. | 


Aucust the 22d, I left neERLIN and went to poTsDAM, which is diftant four 
miles; the road is very fandy and difagreeable. This is the favorite reFlence of | 
the king; it is agreeably fituated on a branch of the spree, which forms a 
ferpentine figure, and is near an hundred fathoms over. ‘The town is of a con- 
fiderable extent, and the buildings neat and regular, as indeed are thofe of almoft 
every town in BRANDENBURG; but it feems to be intirely occupied by foldiers. 
The palace which the king has lately built there, is not large, but elegant, parti- 
cularly the king’s writing-chamber and ftudy,; the lait is partitioned by balluftrades. 
of filver; the frames of the looking-glaffes and embellifhments of the tables arg 
alfo of the fame metal... ‘Xhere is a large apartment for the officers, who diae init 

: | _. every 
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every day, at the king’s expence. The throne in the audience chamber Is -Mag~ - 
snificently adorned with a rich embroidery of the arms of the houfe of BRANDEN- 
BURG, fupported by two HERcULESES. In one of the apartments are two curious 
\figures in copper, of a CHINESE man fitting, a woman of the fame country fup- 
porting an umbrello over him. This whole piece is richly gilded, and ftands in an - 
oval nich laid with marble; and thefe two figures compofe a very convenient ftove. 
They. were then lining the grand falloon with siesta marble, of which the ftair- _ 
cafe was already finifhed. | . es 


In the garden are many rich ftatues of a great fize, particularly a weprune and 
AMPHITRITE, erected on a fea-car in a large bafon, oppofite the eaft front of 
the palace. The ftables are contiguous, and well furnithed with good ENGLISH 
hunters. 


_In poTsp am are quartered the king’s euards, who are about two thoufand men, 
of great ftature and comelinefs, well cloathed, and diftinguithed by filver-laced hats 
and black cockades. His prefent majefty has declined thofe opprefiive meafures 
which the old king practifed to fupport this body of men of a prodigious ftature 3 
but they are yet remarkably tall. A certain ENcLisH nobleman being afked by 
his late majefty. ‘* if his mafter had an equal number of troops, who could beat 
“© thefe tall fellov’s,”” anfwered, ** I do not know that the king my mafter has any: 
** regiment who can beat your majefty’s guards; bur, I dare engage, he has one of 
“* half their number, that would fight them.” | 


+ Tue army which his prefent majefty keeps on foot, being an object of aftonith- 
nent to the curious world, J thall mention fiach particulars as occurred to me; and 
though many of them may, at firft fight, appear as too minute for judicious obfer- 
vation, yet they are not, I think, uninterefting, : ae 


“Tue number of troops in the pay of the king of prussta is generally compute? 
at one hundred and twenty thoufand; his officers infifted they were one hundred and 
forty choufand ; I have feen a lift which makes them yet more numerous ; but I believe 
they do not exceed this number, if they reach it. moe 


sis prince has a body of eighty fquadrons of Hussars, each of one hundred 
and thirty men. I {aw many of them in the towns I pafled through, and was fur- 
prifed by what means they could be colle@ed, fo youthful, comely, fitone, and 
wolliaped; but the king has his emiffaries all over Eunope, W hilt I was in 
DANTZIG, a young man of whom I had fome knowledge, had procured himéfelf a 
jodging in prifon; his debt, which was of about twenty pounds, was immediately 
offered to be paid, provided he would enter into the Prussian fervice, 


Tue arms of the nussars are a light mufket and fabre, both which are kept in 
admirable order, Their cloathing is of coarfe red cloth, made clofe to their bodies, 
and. ftrengthened at the elbows by leather in the fhape of aheart. Their breeches 
are of well-drefied fheep fkin. Their boots fhort and light, but the foles of them 
made durable, Their caps are ftrengthened in the ordinary way, fo as to ftand a 

| Pii2. cut. 
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cut. They are the only denomination of foldiers in the, PRUSSIAN fervice who’ 
have no chaplain; indeed their number upon the old eftablifhment was inconfider- , 
able, One of the chaplains who attended the king in the laft war, complained to 
me, of the little fenfe of religion among the Hussars; and as an inflance, men-, 
tioned a remarkable piece of villainy committed by one of that body. “A young 
man had juft taken charge of a purfe of money from a dying PRuSsIAN officer, 
who had enjoined him to deliver it to his wife and children. A HUSSAR Came Up. 
ro him in-this interval and demanded the purie, which the young man refuled, 
alledeing for what purpofe he had received it; notwithftanding which, this lawlets 
foldier murdered him and took the money *. | : 


| Besipes the nussars, the king has a {mall body of men whom they call HUNTERS, 
who are reputed the mott faithful couriers in his army, and are oftentimes promo, 
red for their fidelity in hazardous enterprizes. The ausTRIANS are faid to have 
employed men under this denomination among their ranks, with pieces loaded with 
fingle balls, to. mark out the officers of the enemy; in which they are very dexter+ 
ous. Phis, which ts contefledly an unwarrantable practice, induced the PRUSSIANS, 
according to the report of the latter, to take the fame method, When thele qun- 
TERS are taken prifoners, no quarter is granted on either fide. 

‘Tue prussran*foldiers in general are remarkable for their very fhort cloathing, 
which at frit view feems to be frugality to a degree of ridiculoufnefs; but is molt 
plainly calculated for many wile ends. Nothing but a blind fuperftition for the 
‘cuftoms of our forefathers, could have fo long kept feveral nations ignorant of the 
‘fame management. The pRUSSIAN foldiers alfo, have their elbows armed with 
leather, as already obferved. It faves the reputation of patching an old garments 
and one never fees a pRuSssIAN foldier the leaft in rajs; on the contrary, they all 
appear as gentlemen, with regard to the cleanlinefs of their perfons. : 


-, Tue kino’s guards, and fome few other regiments are cloathed annually; but in ~ 
general the army has new regimentals twice in three years only. The late king 

- required the foldiery to wear white fpatterdafhes winter and fummer, but his pre- 
fent majefty obferving the inconvenience as well as inelegance of it, gives Mis“men 
black for the winter; thele are made of fuftian, or a thick kind of linnen cloth. 
The foldiers have alfo breeches of woollen cloth in this feafon, whereas in fummer 
they are of white dimity or linnen, which are very light and clean. They obferve 
‘an uniformity about their heads by wearing pigtails, which are eafily kept in repair. 
They are generally powdered, bat always fo when on duty; and this meadern 
elegance. in drefs not only terves to preferve the natural hair, or wig, but gives the 
foldier a refpeét for his own perfon ; and the rank in which he is taught to confider 
himfelf corspenfates in fome fort for the fmallnefs of his pay... 


Te foldiers hats, and the caps of the prenadiers are fmall; but at the fame 


time, as they anfwer all the purpoles of -a covering and a uniform, their heads, by 
| | Oo : me «this 


. © Whatever my friend the prieft might imagine, I am afraid fuch accidents are not unufual in war, and 
chat a common foldier fometimes kills a friend, as well as an enemy. 
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this means, are kept the cooler, this mutt alfo afford a confiderable advantage 
skoth in march and action, beyond the ridiculous magnitude of thofe coverings 
which once prevailed fo much in the BRITISH army, that the foldiers affected a 
“xeputation for courage, in proportion to the dimenfion of their hats. — | 


| Tuer prussran foldiers carry their cartouch box much higher than thofe of-any 
troops I have yet feen: this mutt alfo render their march the eafier, as the Carriage ° 
"of it is fo much the lighter; and cuftom muft make it equally familiar to draw 
their cartridges. Their arms, on the other hand, are reputed incomparably the 
largeft and moft weighty of any in Europe, though fome of the fuzileers; who 
are’ fmaller bodied men, have their arms proportioned. - As to the cleannefs of 
poems *ris hard to believe how far this is carried: a foldier can hardly find time to: 
be idle, or wicked. Notwithftanding the great weight of their arms, the tactic 
‘art is carried here to the higheft perfeétion; and nothing can give more pleafure 
‘to thofe who have any idea of the harmony of this fort ef motion, than the exer- 
cife of the prussran foldiers, which they go through twice a day: when the 
weather is bad it is performed under cover, for which proper places are appointed, 
The leaft motion of the head, not according to art, is corrected; fo that a foldier 
‘jn this fervice, muft apply diligently to his duty, or he will pafs his time very ill. 
Che frequent repetition of exercife {eems to render thefe heavy arms more familiar | 
to them than much lighter are to foldiers kept in idlenefs. Men thus inured to— 
Jabour, muft neceffarily enjoy great advantages in marching 3; and when they come 
to action, their heavy arms will bear a greater repetition of difcharges, ° carry 
farther with larger balls, and have a greater weight with the bayonet. The king 
makes himfelf acquainted with circumftances the moft minute, however difre- 
garded through a blind fucceffion of. ages as things indifferent, well knowing 
how much the fate of empires may depend on caufes lefs the objects of common 
obfervation. 


‘Turse foldiers are not put to any other than military duties ; except the natives 
of BRANDENBURG, who in time of peace have liberty by rotation to purfue agri- 
eulture_and mechanic employments.” In refpect to any laborious offices, they 
are confidered as gentlemen: but drunkennels and gaming are punifhable in the 
fevereft_ manner. ; | | 


Durine the fummer they fend bodies of cavalry into the field. At the fame time 
thgt this accuftoms them to the duty of a campaign, they ferve alfo as an advanced 
—emetroer prevent defertion among the foldiers, and robberies or murders on the roads : 
for out of thefe detachments, which are generally compofed of an hundred men, 
‘and fometimes more, a watch guard of two men is placed in feveral different parts 
of the roads, near their body. None but the king’s guards are ever permitted to 


eo without the walls of BRRLIN. | 


In all countries where great armies are fupported, a rigid difcipline becomes 
effential, and this his paussian majefty feems perfectly to underftand. It is 
thought that many of his foldiers are ripe for defertion, and fo it appeared to me 
ie : from 
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from fome particular circumftances : foreigners who have been in feveral fervices, 
are generally inconftant, - : : : , 


I nave already obferved, that two thirds of the army, according to theis 
eftablifhment, fhould be compofed of foreigners, and this reafon, as well as the 
fmall number of inhabitants in the pRusstan dominions, make it obvious how 
difficult it mutt be to recruit an army ; fo that however formidable this prince may 
appear, if we confider his country as little plentiful in refources of wealth as of ' 
inhabitants, that ftrength muft be deemed artificial, in a great meafure, which has 
fo great a connection with foreign dependencies. However, all the world muft 
allow, that the ftrength derived from the acquifition of stzesia, which conftitutes 
a preat part of this prince’s power, ig more NATURAL ; whether it 1s more STABLE, 
- fhall not be my bufinefs to enquire. | | | : 


Tre pay of a common foldier in this codfitry is eight grofch +a week, and of 
this three pence is fuppoféd to go in wafhing, and materials for cleaning their arms, 
tor which they are { much diftinguifhed 5 but they are allowed bread. | 


Upon this calculation one hundred and twenty thoufand men coft but three hun- 
dred and fixty four thonfand pounds ; fo that if we reckon thrice this fum, in order 
to include their ammunition bread, the pay of officers, and cloathing, it does not 
- much exceed a million fterling ; fuch is the incredible force of difcipline and ceco- 
nomy : but this is a leffon with which we are not well acquainted in GREAT BRITAIN. 
One remarkable proof of this ceconomy is, that the PRUSSIAN army, as well as all 
the officers of the crown, receive their pay before it is due. SILESIA, according to 
fomg. calculations, fupports near forty thoufand men from whence we may judge 


how reluctant the houfe of ausTRIA muft have been to part with it. 


Tue fubfidy which the king receives from FRANCE, is faid to be no lefs an object 
than three hundred thoufand pounds value in our money. The revenues of the 
houfe of BRANDENBURG, including the king’s late conqueit, are computed at eight 
‘millions of dollars*; but I think this fm exceeds the reality. Thefe revenues 
arife from a tax of about half the rent of the lands, and near forty per cent. on the 
value of all eatables, foap, candles, zc. and yet, what muft appear moit ftrange 
‘to us in ENGLAND, the advantages arifing from the national ceconomy, and the 
regularity which runs through every branch of the government, and particularly 
in the parfimony of the court, make the peoples chains fit eafy, and fecure thgir 
property enough to animate their induitry. oO : naga 


Elappy were it for us did we know but half the mifery which other nations feel : 
Tt would induce us chearfully to contribute to the iupport of that government, 
-apainft which we are fo apt to complain. The integrity of our manners would 


then render it unneceflary to GooD minifters, and dangerous to BAD ones, to dare 
to corrupt the minds of thofe, on whofe virtue our liberty muft ultimately depend. 


ie Fourteen pence. | One million four hundred thoufand pounds. — | 
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‘Befeription of sans soust. A foort account of the manufaflory, academy, and church 
ef WITTENBURG. Dy/trefes in saxony, eccafioned by the multiplicity of deer. ( 
The author arrives at DRESDEN. A fhort account of that city and its trade. Num- 
ber of inhabitants, foldiery, eftablifbed religion, RoMIsH chapel, Se. Some particu- 
lars concerning the king of prussia after bis viftories in SAXONY, | | ee 


ANS SOUCI being in the neighbourhood of porspam, I indulged my 
S curiofity in feeing it before I took my leave of the electorate of BRANDENBURG ; 
for hardly in any part of Germany is there any thing worth feeing, but what 
immediately belongs to the fovereigns of the country. This building feems to 
have been intended as a fummer-houfe and librarv.zo the palace of Porspam, from 
whence it is diftant about an ENGLIsH mile-Te ftands Upon ah eminence, and 
commands an agreeable view of the town, and alfo of a fmall branch of the SPREE, 
which runs by the fide of the garden. The apartments are for the moft part on 
the ground floor; they are elegantly finifhed, and as the king feems to have a 
liking for the place, it is probable, the building will be enlarged. From the 
houfe to the lower part of the garden, is a defcent of about one hundred and 
twenty yards, by fix feveral ranges of ftone fteps, and as many terrafes, the fides 
of which are all planted with vines and covered with glais cafements, and {tand- 
ing full to the fouth and fouth-eaft fun, the fruit is well ripened. The garden 
below. has nothing extraordinary, except feveral fine pieces of ftatuary done by 
NANCIE Of PARIS, particularly a venus drawing a net, and a prana with game ; 
the pedeftals of which are alfo rich in relievo. There are feveral others of lefs 
note, both in marble and lead, and alfo bafons of the fame material. For fome of 
thefe curiofities the king is obliged to count BruHL, whom we fhall have occafion 
to mention. As his majefty profefiés no love for this minifter, he the more eafily 
reconciled carrying of feveral ftarues, and other fuch valuables, from the count’s 
houfe and gardens at pRespEN. The garden is fhort of half an enoirisH meatured 
mile, the eaft end of it is terminated by an EcyPTiAN pyramid, embellifhed with 
hieroglyphics. Here is very little turf and no gravel, the fandy walks robbing the 
garden of half its beauty. This place is treated with an uncommon refpect ; the 
gardener did not permit me to walk with my {word on, alledging that the King 

_himfelf_ never wore one, in that retreat. | | 


Tue 23d of auguft I left porspam, and travelling through woods and fandy 
plains, where J met with only one {mall village, and hardly a living creature except 
fame deer in the foreft, I arrived at BELITZ, which is two GERMAN miles. From _ 
thence tO BRITZEN are two very long miles, but the road lef fandy : this is the 
PaussIAN frontier, From erirzen I entered the electorate of SAXONY, Confequently 
the paflport which I had received from the governot of Beruin was no longer of any 
une. Here the pleafantnels of the verdure, and the richnefs o¢ the foil, intermixed 
with groves and herds of cattle, give one an idea of plenty, fuperior to what is found 
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in BRANDENBURG} yet the oeconomy and elegance of the prussiANs, compenfate 
fo greatly for this inequality, that many of the saxons have taken refuge in BRAN- 
DENBURGH, and choofethe fandy foil of that country, with the government of it, 
preferable to their own. Hence it is alfo, that feveral little towns which the king 
of pruSsIA has built on his own frontiers, are almoft fully peopled by saxons ; ard 
fome of the saxons, I was told, tranfplant themfelves to aMERICA, to avoid the 
infupportable exactions continually made on them. | | _ 


Havine tgavelled four cerman miles, I arrived at wirrensurc, famous for 
the manufactory of coarfe cloths: the wool in this country is remarkably good. 
There ‘are about five hundred privaté manufactories ; cloths are alfo fent hither 
from all parts to be dyed; the blues and greens, commonly called saxon, are bett , 
dyed in this place. | : a a 


Here is alfo an academy, in which about feven hundred ftudents. are taught | 
the-arts of dancing, fencing, and other polite accomplifhments. ‘They are under 
the care of twelve profeffors, who teach LATIN, GREEK, and FRENCH. Young 
perfons are fent hither from all parts of GERMANY, particularly from HAMBURG 
and panrzic. Here is the soxotorr church, a building of about three hundred 
years ftanding, where MARTIN LUTHER firft preached the doctrine which occafioned 
_ the revolt from the Romisy church. He is alfo interred in this church, but has-no 
other monument than a fimple brafS plate, with an infcription, except his original 
portrait at length, painted on wood, and well preferved fince 1540. ‘The people 
here, as in moft places where the LUTHERAN religion prevails, have a {trong tinc-'' 
ture of Romisn fuperftition ; among feveral inftances of which the credulous tell 
you, that in the library now. belonging to the academy, the devil vifited MARTIN 
LUTHER, who received him fo unpolitely as to throw his ink-ftand at him. 


 WITTENBURG Is a fortified town, fituated. near the | ELBE, and had at this time 
‘a garrifon of five hundred invalids, commanded by prince EUGENE of DESSAU, - 


Nor far from hence we paffed over the’ little river ersteR, and through feveval 
woods of oak, from whence the inhabitants have plenty of acorns for their-fwine, 
which is their principal food. The peafants were now mowing a fecond crop of 
hay; but the extreme fertility of the foil did not feem to diminifh the poverty of 
the inhabitants. ee | Oo 


On the 24th I went from wiTTENBURG tO ANNABURG, Which is four GERMAN 
miles, and from thence to Gosporr, three GERMAN miles; the greateft part of the. 
latter are very tedious, being through a foreft where the road is very bad. 


From thence to GROSSEHAGN is three GERMAN miles, through a delightful road 
and rich foil. This country abounds in large ftorks, with black tails, and wings 
tipped with the fame colour. I counted ten towns and villages round me, within 
the circle of little more than an ENGLISH mile, which rather fhows what saxony 
has been, than whatit now in, ae 7 7 : : 
5 
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On the 25th I paffed by morsperc, a hunting-palace belonging to the king, 
fituated on an eminence near the village isincBERG, about two GERMAN miles 
f'gm DRESDEN. The avenue which leads to it is very long, weil paved, and 
planted on each fide with wild-chefnut trees: it has a good garden, and is furrounded 
with woods, where the king takes fuch delight in hunting the wild boar, that he 
_fometimes remains there for three months at a time. At the bottom of it 1S a preat 
dake which abounds in fith. a : ee 


Huntine is the ruling paffion of the saxon court, and a fatal paffion it is; for 
the rational inhabitants are more diftrefled by it than the brutes. In the hard 
winter of 1740, It is computed that above thirty thoufand head of deer died in the 
electorate of saxony ; and yet in the open lands and ferefts were now reckoned’ 
to remain above that number, of which nobody dares to kill one, under penalty 
of being condemned as a galley-flave. Thus the deer become more tame than a 
{portiman could with; and thefe, with the wild boars, are fo great a nufance to the 
country, that the saxons would gladly compound to fupport a body of eight 
thoufand foldiers extraordinary, on condition that thefe animals fhould be reducéd 
to half their prefent number. In every town of any note, there are fifty of the 
inhabitants who watch, five every night, by rotation, and ule bells to frighten the 
Geer, and defend their corn from the incurfions of this formidable enemy. Frequent 
remonitrances have been made to the court on this fubject, but to no other purpofe 
than to convince the people of their flavery, This little paffion, joined to a foolith 
refpect for the cuftom of their forefathers, thus induces the electors of SAXONY to’ 
violate the property of their fubjeéts; and at the fame time to depart from the true 
ends of government, and confequently from their true happinefs, which they fondly — 
feck by fuch gratifications. 


Tre peafants of this country carry provifions to market for a great diftance in 
_wheelbarrows, which are well adapted for the purpofe both in their height and other 
dimenfions ; the Wheel of it is bound with iron, and is lighter, though much larger 
than thofe we ufe in ENGLAND. | 
Detspen, the metropolis of the eleGorate of Saxony, ftands on a plain, 
furrounded by lofty hills, about two leagues diftant; the neareft of them are very - 
fandy, and therefore converted into vineyards, which, receiving all the heat of a 
full fouth fun, fometimes bring the grapes: to maturity; but I never heard any 
great commendations of their wine. As | entered the city I obferved a very different - 
condpct in the guard from what is found in BRANDENBURG; for here no 
—awelgns were afked, whereas the PRUSSIANS ‘are as circumipect as in time of © 
war. Near the entrance of the part called the new cITY, 18 an equeftrian ftatue of 
the late king, aucustus II. ereéted on a lofty pedeftal, faid to be inade by a com- 


mon imith, and as fuch may be admired; but it has many capital defects, parti- 
cularly in the head ‘of the horfe. 


Tars city flands on both fides of the ELBE, which communicate with each 
other by a ftone bridge five hundred and forty feet long, and thirty-fix bsoad, 
in which {pace it has eighteen arches. ‘The paflage over it is horizontal, and 
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takes of véry much from that erand effect, which a curve procuces in thefe ftruc- 
cures*, Great order is obferved in’ paffing this bridge, one fide beimg appointed. 
to lead to the NEW CITY, and the other to the oub; near the the latter it 1s adornd 
with a crucifix of brafs of curious workmanthip, about half as. big as the Iife. 
It is fixed on a ftone pedeftal, on which are the emblems of death and ‘the devil, 
yeprefented by a human fkull, anda ferpent in brafs. Eiere are feveral fquares: and, 
lofty ftone buildings, in which are fix or feven ftories. ‘Their apartments are not 
large but very neat. Thefe buildings make an elegant appearance, but are inferior 
in beauty to thofe of BERLIN. DRESDEN being an antient city, many of the ftreets: 
are narrow. » | 


- Tur trade of this place is very inconfiderable : the moft important commodity 
is filver, of which the mines near FRIDBURG produce, every fifteen days, about the 
value of twenty thoufand dollars®, which is brought into the city in ingots, ma 
regular carriage appointed for that purpole, and immediately coined and delivered 
to the proprietors. . The mines are under the care of directors, whofe bufinefs it is. 
to fupport the value of the frock; but they ufally go in a beaten tract, without 
making any efforts to encreafe the quantity ; on the contrary 1t often comes fhort of 
the ordinary computation, ‘This filver 1s immediately coined into florins of fixteen 
srofch, which, with refpeét to the current money of bats, driers, &c. is worth feven 
per cent. advance, and is confequently fo fpeedily conveyed into the neighbouring 
territories to be again melted down, that it ts next to impoffible to obtain change 
-. this true filver money, for one fingle louis d’or, in the ordinary commerce of 
the people. In this “nftance the sAxons feem very regardlefs of their own intereft ; 
for though this filver may be confidered as a commodity, the currency of fuch a 
coin as their bats and driers mutt be detrimental, in proportion as they are worfe 
than their genuine coin. - 


‘Tus exchange here is regulated as in LErpsiG. The par is reckoned one hundred 
and twenty-five saxon doilars for one hundred rix dollars current in AMSTERDAM, 
but the exchange is generally one hundred and thirty-five for their fmall monies : 

theré is an agio ‘of three per cent. when payment is made for bills in louis q'ors,/aiid. 

for ducats four per cent. is allowed. a we 


_ Tuy pretend there are thirty thoufand towns and villages in saxony, of which 
to the number of fixty are feen from lome eminences near DRESDEN. . They allo 
.. reckon that the whole electorate has four millions.of people, which feems to be twice 
the number one ought to believe, efpecially as they acknowledge to haye onlytwe 
~thoufand fix hundred ecclefiaftics; nor were there now In DRESDEN above one Tare" 
dred and ten thoufand fouls, of which number four thoufand were foldiers. 


- ‘Tur king’s guard is a regiment confifting of two thoufand foldiers, half of them 
are POLANDERS and half saxons: they are tall well-looking men, and their regi- 
- mentals are in good order. Their exercife, which is exact, 1s modelled after the 

| | a 7 - | PRUSSIAN 


4 The bridge at WESTMINSTER is dacomparably more grand. 
® Three thoufand five hundred pounds, 


+ 
- 
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PRUSSIAN manner, but not carried to that perfection.- Their arms aré lighter than 
ghofe of the prussrans, but their cartouch box heavier. “Except, this regment, 
which is cloathed in red, all the infantry wear white with different facings. The 
“king’s horle guards are cloathed in a high tafte, but with a mixture of the grand 
and ridiculous, their buff coats being richly embroidered in gold, with a fun on their 
breaft, and another on their backs. The saxons are reckoned very good foldiers. 
Several pRussian Officers have acknowledged to me, that had the austrians bez 
shaved fo well as the saxons, they fhould have found a more arduous ftrugele in 
‘the late war. | | 


Tue inhabitants here intimate that the king of prussta did not play fair upon 
the occafion of the battle of prespEN; yet they acknowledge the good ordet 
preferved tn the Pruss1an army by his majefty’s prefence, as it faved the citizens 
trom thofe violences which they feared from the ferocity of the prince of ANHAULT 
pessau. When the king of Prussia came to this city with his army, he would 
not fuffer even his brother aucusTus WILLIAM to gratify his curiofity in feeing the 
tarities which were left in the green vault,: for fear of any accident to them. QOné 
of my acquaintance in prEsDEN told me, that the king afked him what the people 
thought upon the occafion of the battle? He replied, ** We were all in the highett 
‘* terrors and apprehenfions.” ‘* So was I alfo,”’ fays the king, .“* and we mutt all 
** thank your fovereign the elector of saxony for it.” : - : 


Besipes the feveral calamities under which this country labours, the jealoufy 
arifing from the article of religion is not the leaft. The eftablifhed turHerRan 
clergy are watchful of the REFoRMED cHuRCH, which is much kept under, and 
obliged to have ail their marriages, chriftenings and burials performed by 
LUTHERANS; whilft both think theméfelves extremely injured by the great counte- 
nance which is given at court to the Roman catholics. They efteem it a grofs 
ablurdity for a prorrstanT people to be governed by a romisu prince; for the 
very principles of that religion, inftead of promoting the notion of one common 
—intereft, declare againtt it, oo 


Accorpine to the eftablifhed conftitution of saxony, the RomAwN catholics can 
no more have a church in DREspEN, than thejr elector, without being of the RomisH 
church, can be king of ponanp. A chapel however is connived at, by which is 
‘underftood a private, or at leaft a modeft- place of worfhip: but the romisn 
CHAPEL, as it is fo called, is a pompous: ftructure, and fo richly adorned with 
ftfues and architecture, that art and expence feem to contend for the fuperiority. 
This chapel was not yet entirely compleated. The furniture of it is intended to 
be of saxen porcelain, the altar-piece and organ not excepted; I faw fome of the 
organ pipes in different pieces, and ] make no doubt of the completion of this defion, 


Tue pleafure I had in the acquaintance of young count puENAv, who was with 
the pottisa embaffador at sT. PETERSBURG, gave me an opportunity of carrying a 
recommendatory letter, directed to the count his father, at NozTHNiz, which is not 
far from DRESDEN. ‘This nobleman, who ferved the late emperor as mimiter of 
itate, is efteemed one of che moft learned men in GERMANY, and has made one of 
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q , 
the fineft collections of books. 1 was very politely received by Mr. petri and Mr. 
cervinus, both merchants, alfo by Mr, peTsHoin, who had been the saxom 
minifter at the Russ1aw court, and was now on his departure as minifter at the court 
of vienna. Mr. roxck, who was charged with the saxon affuirs in Russra, obliged 
‘me alfo with a particular recommendation to Mr. pe ve1TH maiter of the ceremonies 
to the kingof ponanp. This gentleman is remarkable fora fine perfon; he received 
_ me very politely, and expreffed great concern at the abfence of the court, which was 
at WARSAW, as it deprived him of the means of procuring me many pleafures, — 
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A fuccin account of the cuvigfities in DRESDEN iM the eight apartments of the GRUNE 
GEWOLBE, and the twelve chambers of the KUNTSKAMMAR*. SoLomon’s femple. 
King’s galiery of pictures. ‘The cuneseE palace, and the quantity of porcelain contained 
in it. Of thé SAXON porcelain in general. an eb 


’R. DE VEITH was fo very obliging as to attend me to the GRUNE GEWOLBE *, 


which is an apartment of the royal palace, and a repofitory of great riches as 
well as curiofities. a 3 | | , 


I xnow not whether any traveller has given an account of the profufion of 
expenfive trinkets contained in this building; but it is certain there are many of 


moft exquifite art, colleéted at a prodigious expence. [hey are too numerous 


to attempt a particular catalogue; the minutes which I took down on the fpot are 
_ as follows: 


_ ‘Tue firtt chamber contains one hundred fmall ftatues curioufly wrought, the © 
ereateft part in brals, particularly an equeftrian ftatue of saucustus I]. king’of 
POLAND; FREDERICK WILLIAM the GREAT, being a model of the famous ftafue at 
BERLIN’; LEWIS XIV; centaurs, MERCURIES, &C. a a 
Tue fecond chamber is of ivory, ia agreat variety of figures; among others there 
is a‘fine crucifix. A fhip completely rigged, with gold wire to reprefent ropes ; 
the fails are adorned with the arms of the king and the names of the pringes of “the 
royal family. A figureof apranam Offering his fon isaac, with the angel defcend- 
- ing and holding the hand of aBRaHAM as it is railed to give the fatal wound, This 
_. figure, which isa’ copy of what was in the academy of sT, PETERSBURG, 1S one ell 
and a half high, and of exquifite workmanfhip. | : 


Tue third, is of filver curioufly wrought, in variety of figures, particularly a large 
fountain and four vafes of a great fize. The fourth contains veficls of pure gold, 
and filver gilt;*the pannels of the room are of looking- plafs. There are feveral 

The chamber of knowledge. ® Green vault. ¢ Of which I have given a plate. 
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fine enamelled cups, and fome pieces of plate of which they boaft the antiquity. 

. The fifth is a fpacions room, with a large quantity. of precious ftones worked with 
great art; Acup of Lapis Nepuriricus*. A ftatué of cuarzes Il. of ENGLAND. 
A large goblet tet round with the moft curious and coltly antiques. The: angel 
MICHAEL vanquifhing the devil: this piece is of wood, and of admirable work- 
manthip performed in ENGLAND ; it coft two thoufand five hundred pounds, and 
is only two fect high. There are feveral fihe tables of MOSAIC, particularly one 
reprefenting flowers, which coft feventy thoufand feudi of FLoRENCE, and was given 
to the king as a prefent. A ball of chriftal fix inches diameter, without blemith ; 
with a great variety of cups, criftals, mother of pearls, &c, a 


Tse fixth chamber is of precious ftones,. with fome falfe’ ones. There aré 
alfo great variety of pearls fet in a multiplicity of forms. His prefent majefty of 
POLAND curioufly cut in an onyx. The reprefentation of Jonas thrown into the 
fea, made of precious ftones, which is a very fine piece, and there are feveral others | 
of the like nature. A fword with a filver blade, fo tempered as to bend like fteel, . 
the hilt is of gold ; this curiofity was fent to the king by his holinefs of rome. 
The royal crown, fceptres, balls, &c. of the king and queen, which are of 
falfe ftones, the precious ones are taken out for ufe, and depofited in the nexe 
chambers, viz. mS , _ 


Tue feventh and the eighth: thefe being of prodigious value, are furrrounded - 

_ with glafs cafes, and filled with the king’s regalia, and a profufion of rich trinkets, 
as words, buttons, canes, ftars of his order, &c. fet with the fineft ftones, and 
many of them very large. There are five dozen of coat, and three of: waiftcoat 
buttons, of brilliants. Six dozen of buttons and fix dozer. of button-holes of rofe 
diamonds. <A brilliant as big as a moderate Gized wallnut. A green... brilliane 
above an inch Jong. An onyx of feven inches, eftimated at feventy thoufand 
crowns value, A cup reprefenting piana in’a bath, with combs, brufhes, &c. 

_ all in gold and precious ftones. A garniture of faphirs, as buttons, fword. ftar, 
watch, {nuff-box, &c. 7 


_‘ Bur to pafs over this proftifion ef precious ftones, the piece of the greateft 
curiofity, as an exact reprefentation, is the throne of the Great MOGHOL, which, 
with extraordinary art and labour, is performed in filver hyures, enamelled in co- 
jours, and adorned with precious ftones.. There is a view of potentates bringing 
prefents, and falling prottrate at the throne ; with elephants, foldiers, fervants, and 
“attendants in their different ftations. The artificer DINGELENGER 1s faid to have 
fpent many years about this work. | | | sO 
Havine thus gratified my curiofity in feeing this expenfive collection, I went te 
take a view of others of a different kind in the KUNTSK AMMAR. | 


THE 


__ * They fay this ftone faffers no kind of poilon withcu: bréaking, and is-an antidote againg the: 
fone and eravel, | | ' 


as ”*=<“<i«;xA COUNT OF THE Pan Vil 


‘Tue firft chamber contains a large collection or library of prints, from the very’ 
commencement of the art of engraving to this time; fo that among many things 
highly valuable, there muft needs be alio a great deal of trath: but of this I can. 
fay but little, the abfence of the librarian having prevented my feeing, tt. 

Tue fecond is the mineral gallery. Here are the earth and foil of the different 
countries of the world, and proof fas been made of their principles and qualities 5 
alfo ores of every denomination, of every country where mines are found, partt- 


‘cularly of the tin, lead, copper, filver and gold of the mines of saxony: and 


here I had very ftriking proofs of the production of folid lumps of the fineft metal, 


in mines, as the common earth produces ftones. But what furprized me more, 


’ was the metal vegetables, if fo I may call that which grows on the furface of the 


-earth, here were fome of gold, of above two inches high s and of filver, about 


Gx inches. The saxons efteern themfelves fuperior to any nation in the knowledge 
of minerals ; they have reduced it fo much to a fcience, that many of the ftudents 
at the univerfiry of FRtnuRG, apply themfelves more immediately to this ftudy, 


the agreeable purfait of which muit open a new creation, to thofe who have confi- 


dered only the fuperficies of the material world. In this chamber were all kinds 
of ftones and marbles of different countries, with whatever of the kind can im- 


- prove or entertain the curious. Here is alfo the pearl which is found in the river 


ELSTER.; likewife the minera] ASBESTOS ; the laft is of a white or filver colour, 
its parts or fibres are divifible; they feel as foft as filk, and it has this extraordinary 
property, that fire cleanfes without confuming it. The more extraordinary tning is 
a magnet, which I compute to be not quite an ounce troy, that fupports near 


_ five pounds of iron. 


Tue third chamber confifts of things petrified, particularly pieces of wood, fome — 
animals, and many fifh. There are alfo birds eggs in their proper nefts. They 
told me that the waters of KaRLSBAD have this effect of petrifying, and that mofk | 


. of thefe things are from thence. 


Tue fourth chamber is very large : there are different forts of wood and vege- 
tables; of the former is a cabinet with three hundred and fifty fquares as big as the - 
palm of a large hand, run in fat as drawers, being all of different kinds, In this 


apartment are the pictures of a man and his wife, who lived near TAMESWAR ; he 


reached the age of one hundred and eighty-five, fhe of one hundred and feventy- 
two years. 1 have feen copies of thee pictures, which were prefented by general 
BRETLACH the emperor’s embaffador to the RuSSTAN court, to count BESTUGHEFF 
the great chancellor. They allo fhew here a table of tamarinth, of one piece of 
two ells three quarters, and yet they pretend it is only half the diameter of the tree 
which produced it...” | | : 


‘Tar fifth chamber is a finall cabinet of fkeletons and other anatomical curtofities. | 


‘Tue fixth confifts of many forts of animals, the fkins of which: are fluffed, par~ 
ticularly crocodiles, leopards, monkeys, ftags, &c. and feveral monftrous births 


of beafts. There is a figure of a ftag of great fize made of hartihorn, which ts 


" pretended 
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pretended to be a fpecific againit the effects of poifon: the plate hanging on the 
breaft of. 1c has this infcription, —E CORNU CERVI FACTUS, CONTRA VENENA PRO- 


suM. It is poffible this may allude to the frequent exercife of hunting, as a cure 


of thofe diforders incidental to luxury and indolence, 


Tue feventh. chamber is of the fkins of fithes ftuffed. I obferved particularly 
that of the fea lion, mentioned in lord ansun’s voyages. 


Tue eighth has a great quantity of different kinds of fhells. | 


- Tre ninth is of amber, of which material there is a cabinet of about fix feet. 


high and four braad; every drawer has fome natural curiofity in amber. 
Tur tenth is a grotto with water {prings, 7 
_ Tur eleventh has many cutiofities in coral. 
- Tue twelfth contains the fkeletons of lions, bears, &c. of a prodigious fize, and 


the ftuffed fkins of fome extraordinary beafts, particularly of a horfe, whofe mane 


is three ells and a half long, and his tail twelve ells anda half. I did not meafure 


either, but was fatisficd of the great curiofity, from the apparent length of ther,. 


, oie te 
which 1s indeed prodigious. 


From thefe apartments I was conduéted to another more remote, to fee a model . 
cut in cedar of the temple of soromon, as defcribed in the old teftament, and other, 


antient authorities, This-piece coft twelve thoufand crowns, and much labour has 
been beftowed on it; it reprefents the ark, the fantum fanctorum, the facrifices, 
and all other rites and ceremonies of the Mosarc law. | 


Tue next object that engaged my curiofity, was the king’s gallery of pictures ;— 


“which, fince the purchafe of the duke of MopEwa’s collection, is one of the fineft 


in the world, ‘The saxons fay the rranians lament the parting with that callec-_ 


tion ; and that forty young nobiemen and gentlemen now take DRESDEN in their tra- 
vels, to one who formerly vifited that city. Part of the collection confifts in one 
hundred capital pieces, which are faid to be all originals, tho” the connoiffeurs will 


not acknowledge it. It is certain however that they coft half a million of crowns; _ 


and the whole collection, which confilts of abeve two thoufand pieces, are valued at 
between two and, three millions of crowns*, There are many pieces which are faid 
to be fhimitable, particularly our Saviour curiag the fick; the fhepherds finding 
him immediately after his birth, by correcio, ‘hele pictures not being ranged 


in preper order, appear to difadvantage, but it is certain that, the choiceft works 
of RAPHAEL, RUBENS, CORREGIO, and all the top matters, are exhibited in the ' 


moft magnificent profufion. .A young woman twenty-one years of age, a daughter 
of the director RIDEL, paints admirably, and promifes to be one of the greateft 
genius of the age; and Tore ti, a lad of eleven years only, follows her very clofe. 


But 


_® Near five hundred thoufand pounds. 


2 
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But the greateft delight which his potisu majefty takes, is ina {mall gallery, all of 
portraits in crayons; the greateft part of them are of perfons with whom. the king 
was acquainted in his travels, particularly in ITALY. Moft of thefe pieces are 
performed by figniora RosaLpa; they are certainly very beautiful Among 
thefe pictures they fhew one of a Certain ITALIAN lady, who is reported. to have 
watted the eftates of half a dozen ENGLIsH lords, and as many ENGLISH gentle- 
men; but this prefumption can only arife from accidents which have. happened 
in paft times. 


‘Ve next curiofity is the cuinese palace, fo called from the tafte of the building, 
and the intention of furnifhing it with porcelain, The ornaments of the archi- 
tecture, and the relievo in the frontifpiece, are after the CHINESE and JAPAN man- 
ner. This palace ftands on the ELRe, and commands a view of the bridge, and of 
the RomisH chapel, but it is far from being an elegant building, and is fituated too 
near the river. The vaults of this palace confilt of fourteen apartments, filled 
with cuiIna and DRESDEN porcelain: one would imagine there was a fufAcient 
—quantity.to flock a whole country ; and yet they fay, with an air of importance, 
that one hundred thoufand pieces more are wanted to compleat tae intention of fur- 
nifhing this Gngle palace, which is not large. 


- Pernaps it may be fome indulgence, to a female curiofity at leaft, to be informed 
concerning this brittle commodity, which has been fo paflionately fought for by the 
fair fex. But can this paffion be deemed a folly when we ice even mighty princes 3 
pride themfelves in it? Here are a great number of porcelain figures of dogs, 
fquirrels, monkeys, wolves, ‘bears, leopards, &c. fome of them as big as the hte; 
alfo elephants and rhinocerofes of the fize of a large dog. A -prodigious variety of 
birds, as cocks, hens, turkeys, peacocks, phealants, hawks, eagles, befides par-_ 
rots and other foreign birds, and a curious collection of different flowers. The 
apoftles near three feet high, are in. white porcelain. There is a reprefentation , 
of the crucifixion four or five feet high, with numerous other curious pieces: thefe. 
Jaft are intended for the romisu chapel, which | have already obferved is to be . 
furnifhed with thefe rare materials. A clock is preparing for the gallery in this’ 
palace, whofe belis are to be alfo of porcelain : { heard one of thens proved,. ard 
they are fufficient to form any mufic, but the hammers muft be of wood. : 


“A superstitious reverence for this extraordinary production has induced his 
majefty to preferve fome of the firit efforts of the porcelain fabric, and other pertfor- 
mances in their feveral gradations, to the perfection the art is now arrived. Nor _ 
3s this pious concern confined to his own manufactures ; here is a great number of 
plates and difhes of the old porcelain of cuiNa, invaluable ‘in the efteem of thofe 
‘whofe ideas are refined above common capacities.’ But what is moft amazingly 
wonderful, are the forty-eight cn1na vafes, which do not appear to be of any ufe, 
nor to be any ways extraordinary, except their great fize and yet his late POLISH” 
majefty difcovered fuch captivating charms in thefe inanimate beauties, that he 
purchafed them of the late king of Prussia, at the price of a whole regiment 
of dragagons. | : | : 

Oo THE 


_ *® His majefty of prussia fometimes calls his brother of PoLanp, the porcelain king. 
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‘Tus long gallery in the fecond ftory had already two marble chimney-pjeces, 
‘each adorned with near forty very large pieces of porcelain, of birds, beafts, and 
vafes, ranged to the height of above twenty feet, in a moft fuperb tafte, the 
ficures being all made fo natural, that I could conceive no idea fupertor, in this 
lind. All forts of rich hangings, glaffes, tables, chairs, oc. are brought into 
the apartments, but kept packed and covered, the walls remaining bare for four 
years. The palace in general is unfinifbed ; and it may be prefumed that the kine 
"himfelf is tired of the vanity of .an unneceffary variety, and of fuch-a profufion of. 
expenfive baubles. - a - | : 


Berore I Ainifh this chapter, I mutt beg leave to make fome further remarks with: 
relation to the saxon porcelain, which has not only infatuated many fair admirers, 
but extended its reputation to the remioteft corners of the earth, Baron norcar, 
a miner, about forty-fix years fince, firft began to make this porcelain: his firft 


trial was the red, and from thence he proceeded to glazing, and fince that, gilding - 


and painting have been carried to an amazing perfection. In order to preferve this 


art, as much as poffible, a fecret, the fabric at MEISSEN, which is near this city, 38 
‘rendered impenctrable to any but thofe who are immediately employed about the 


work, and the fecret of mixing and preparing the metal is known to very few - 
even of thefe. They are all confined as prifoners, and fubject to be arrefted if | 
they go without the walls; for this reafon a chapel, and every thing neceffary, 1s 
provided within, There are about feven hundred men employed, moft of whom 


‘have not above ten GERMAN crowns a month, and the higheft wages are forty; fo 


that the annual expence is not eftimated above eighty thoufand crowns. This 
manufacture being entirely for the king’s account, he fells yearly to the value of one 
hundred and fifty thoufand, and fometimes two hundred thoufand crowns *, befides . 
the magnificent prefents he occafionally makes, and the great quantity he preferves. . 
for his own ufe. They pretend they cannot execute faft enough, the commiffions 


‘ which they receive even from asia, as well as from all parts of EUROPE, and are 


confequently under no neceffity of lowering the enormous prices ; however this _ 


-muft be the confequence ere long, if the ENGLIsH and FRENCH Continue to make 


fuch great improvements in this art. lt is with great fatisfaction that I obferve the 


~ manufadtories of Bow, CHELSEA, and STEPNEY have made fuch a confiderable pro-— 


erefs, On the other hand, it is equally a fubjeét of horror to fee fo many fhops in 
the ftreets of Lowpon fupplied with the porcelain of DREspEN, though it 1s impor- 
table only under oath of being for private ufe, and not for fale... 


.. + Thirty-five thoufand pounds. 


Vor. I: LIL CHAP, 
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cH A P.- XOVI.. 


Remarks on the government in saxony. A foort account of count sruuL’s great 
 -eyealth, wardrobe, gallery of pittures, &c. Of the king’s garden. Expences of 
the court. National debt, taxes, and revenues of SAXONY. A foort account of sT. . 
HupERTsBuRG. Of the trade, inbabitants, churches, Occ. i LEIPSIG. — | : 


SIE diftreffed condition of this electorate, which the reader muft have obferved 
in the foregoing, pages, is occafioned not more by the unavoidable incidents 
of war and invafions, and by the general depravation of the inhabitants, than by 
the iniquity of a few. The fubjects of the electors of GERMANY, with one exception, — 
have ever changed their condition for the worle, when the regal has been joined to 
the electoral dignity; for the royal authority, as in the cafe of PoLAND, has gene- 
rally been employed to opprels inftead of fupporting them; and the numerous. 
connections attending kingly government, have involved the fecurity and indepen- 
dency of the electorate. “Thofe who have any feeling of human miferies, mut. 
needs fall into ferious refle@tions in viewing the expentive collections of curiofities © 
mentioned in the laft chapter. If the virtue of the man, abftractedly confidered, is : 
preferable to the externals of aking; to feek the happinefs of one fingle family, is 
more glorious in the fight of cop, than to poffefs ail the ufelefs rarities in the: 
cabinets of this electorate. | | | | 


“In the ordinary computation of greatnefs, as derived from wealth and power, 
count BRUHL is incomparably the greateft man in Saxony. The people fay that he 
has bought eftates in PoLAND to the amount of twenty millions of florins *, verifying 
the feriptures, that “ The children of this world are wiler in their generation than 
«¢ the children of light,’ for he has wifely provided a flore out of the reach of the” 
gaxons, whilft they have no other fatisfaction, than making lampoons on him and 
Kis patronefs the queen. He has alfo feveral eftates in saxony, and moveables to’ 
the value of fix millions of dollars. Whether thefe accounts are exageectated, as 

is probable, from the little love which the people bear him, I know not; but he 
owes large fums, as if he meant to make it the intereft of his creditors to preferve 

him at leaft during the prefent king’s reign. The electoral prince, though unfortu-- 
nate in his perfon, is a man of fenfe and virtue, and fees the conduct of this minilier 
ina trae light. Count BRUHL, they fay, is allowed above half a million of dajlats 
annually for the national fervice, and the fupport of his office. | 
Tue world can produce many remarkable inftances of very cood and very evil 
aétions, done for the fake of a miftrefs or a friend; for the defire of gold, or the 
thirft of power: but to what ‘dol does that man offer incenfe, whom no lefs than 
three or four hundred fuits of rich cloaths, will fatisfy ? Cours BRUHL has collected all 
the fineft colours of all the fineft cloths, velvets, and filks of all the manufactures, 
not to mention the different kinds of lace and embroideries, of zruRoPE. He calls 
for his book of patterns, which are numbered, and chufes that fuit which pleafes 


a Ficht hundred ‘and thirty-three thoufaid three hundred and thirty-three pour.ds, 
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his fancy for the day. They boaft that he has boots and fhoes in proportion to his 
Cloaths. ‘The keeper of this notable wardrobe was abferit; fo that I did not ice it, 
‘but I am perfectly well fatistied of its being in nothing inferior to report. | 


“Pus palace of this lord has been built at feveral different times. “The apartments 
are elegant and richly furnifhed, but not many of them magnificent: they have lul- 
tres of porcelain in beautiful figures ;. the tables are fet off with variety of tea equi- 
pages, and figures of men and women, birds and beafts of porcelain. ‘Vhe draw-- 

.ing-room is _pannelled with looking-glafles, and adorned with rich paintings, and 
his cabinet. furnifhed. with: enamels and crayons; This houfe and the gardens be- 
longing to it are fituated on the expe, near the bridge, and command a pleafant 
proipect. His library, which is in the garden, is two hundred and twenty feet lone, 
and well. furnifhed with books. But the most ftriking object is the gallery of pic- 
tures, which though it does not contain a fourth part fo many as the royal gallery, 
is incomparably more magnificent, being one hundred and fifty fix ells long, which 
is eighteen longer than that of vERSAILLES. The pictures are fet off to great ad- 
vantage, being ranged only on one fide: the windows fronting them are very lofty, 
and atford light fafficient to point out the minuteft beauties of this excellent collec. 
tion, The pannels between the cafements are of looking-glafs, againft which are. 
placed bufts and fatues that have a very eranc effect. : | | 


“DHE king’s gardens are agreeable, though, they want thofe natural beauties: 
which an inequality of ground affords. The palace fituated in them is fimall,. 
but the avenue leading to it-is prand, and of a confiderable length. “ At the front 
is the field for the turnaments, and behind a fine piece of water: the fides compofe 
the gardens, which are in a natural tafte. _ Here is a profufion of marble ffatues, of 
which many pieces are bigger than the life, and feem to be well executed. Molt of - 
them fhew the genius of their firft mafter, the late king, who being entirely devoted. 
to amour, was proud of proclaiming it, even to after-ages, fo long as thele flatues- 
fhall remain as monuments of his lafcivioufhefs, Many of them are already injured- 

_ by time, and neglected, ' | oo | 


| THE oranGery, which is another part of the town, has four hundred orange 
trees of a very large fize, and remarkably ftrait. There are many exotics, bur 
nothing ftruck me fo much as a ftrawberry tree cultivated from a plant, and grown 
three yards high, fpreading near as much, and yielding fruit *. a _ 


During my ftay here, J heard much of the fplendor and great paffion for 
apfufement which reigns at this court, even to ‘the giving penfions to ITALIAN 
‘fingers after they leave the country Elow different is this court from that of 
BRANDENBURG! Here fix thoufand five hundred ducats are yearly allowed for: 
comfits and fuch articles, which is near twice as much as the kine of. prus-.. 
sta allows for his table®, as I have obferved already. . Yet saxony is faid to 
ewe forty millions.of dollars, the intereft of which, fince the late king’s death, is. 

not. 


* There are of the fame kind in encianp. b Fifty dollars 2 day in saxony for fweetmeats 
antl {pices, and thirty in BRANDENBURG for the whole table, fith and wine excepted, , 
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not regularly paid : fo that the SruERE*, which was at two per cent. above par, and 


gave an intereft of five per cent. 


is now at large difcount. 


Tuer king of PRUSSIA bought up feveral of the ftuere bills, at a confiderable 


‘difcount, no doubt with an intention of being paid; the numbers of his bailiffs 


might eafily procure an execution on his debtor. ‘This alarmed the court of SAXONY, 
and induced it to borrow a large fum of fome of the neighbouring fates, who very 
prudently required the fecurity of land. | 


Tup_revenues of the elector of saxony ate faid to be near eight millioris * of 


‘ dollars, confequently fuperior to thofe of the houfe of. BRANDENBURG, and yet 


=: 


{ince the late reductions, SAXONY fupports twenty thoufand men only‘, and groans 
under -a heavy national debt; whilft prussra has above one hundred thoufand 
men, and is free from all incumbrances of this fort. Thefe revenues arife from 
the taxes on Jand, and a capitation of about fix dollars on all males, when they are 
made apprentices, or begin to work. . The people of a higher rank are taxed accords 


= 


ing to their clafs, and fubjeét to be called to account if they put themfelves in 4 


— gJower clafs than 1s confiftent with their eftates: even foreigners pay capitations 
after being fix months in the country. But this method, in general, of raifing 


money, 18 complained of as unequal, and confequently unjuit. The people allo 
pay a heavy tax, under a notion of quarters for the army. ~ Some houfes of no very 


great confequence, are taxed at one hundred and twenty dollars, others as far as 


three hundred. 


Tue jews are taxed at fifty dollars, their wives thirty, and children twenty, with 


-fome refpect however to their abilities. There is alfo an excife on all eatables and 


liquors ; and befides this, a gratuity which was given the king, of near ten per. 
cent. on the incomes of the people, is now reduced to 4 tax. Thus the value of 


Jand eftates is funk extremely low. The king has alfo a tenth of whatever the 


filver mines, of particular property, produce; and fome mines belong to the 


crown. 


Tre miferies of which the saxons complain, Inay be dated fo early as 1706s 
at which period CHARLES Xl. of swepeN glutted his army with the fpoils of all 
that country, except DRESDEN. . Avoustus having fhut himfelf up in that city, 
determined to defend it, though be did not think it proper to detain the perfon of 
CHARLES, who ventured to make him an infulting vifit. The war in which sAxony 


was involved the beginning of this century, coft her an immenfe fum. The laft 
war of fix weeks only, created an expence of fix millions of dollars, and many 


- thoufands of her beft troops; yet do not the people fo much complain of the calami- 


tor mld Ney . 


- ties of war, as of the want of caconemy at court, and the exceffive expence and am- 


‘bition of a minifter. Count HENECA, who js the director of the FINANCES, they 
acknowledge to be a man of abilities, but he cannot anfwer the calls made on him 


“The 


1 Government fecurity. -» One million five hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds: - 
© The flanding forces of the electorate are generally reckoned between forty and Bfty choufand men. 


Chap. XCVI = POLICY OF SAXONY. Auk 
Tue king is a man of a mild difpofition ; -he leaves the weight of bufinefs to the 
queen, and his favorite the count BRuHL. His majefty is now * about fifty-four, 
and, contrary to the cuitom of princes, has been conftant to the queen, who ig 
three years younger than himfelf. The people often complain aloud of their 
grievances; even the king’s confeffor has in vain attempted to make his majefty 
- fenfible of the evils under which this country groans, Buc his passion is for cu: 
_rtofities °.. ee a _ 


Mr. carKoen, who had been lately embaffador to the of TOMAN PoRT, on the 
part of his mafters the {tates of the unITED PRovINCES, was now here as envoy 
and plenipotentiary to the king of ponanp: I was introduced to. him, and very 
politely received. . He is reputed a man of a generous difpofition 3 we difcourfed 
concerning NADIR SHAH, on which occafion he mentioned feveral inftances of the> 
panic which the persian arms had ftruck at the orroman court.’ It was faid that 
bis chief bufinefs here was to negotiate for the fecurity of the intereft which the 
fubjects of the sratzes have inthe sruzrE. This gentleman had refided fome time 
‘in ENGLAND, and profeffed himfelf an admirer of our nation. 1 was at his table 
‘in company with POLANDERS, ITALIANS, FRENCH and GERMANS; he afked mé 
which of the countries I had feen was the moft agreeable, and where a man of | 
‘Yentiment would chufe to live? I told hint my knowledge of the world was very — 
limited; that [ had feen a great deal of mifery, in one fhape or other, in every 
country where I had been; but after paufing I determined, in favor of ENGLAND, 
‘The company feemed furprized at my hefitation, and then gave their fuffrage by a 
doud, but polite applaufe. Many things were {aid on this oecafion in favor of this 
happy ifle. Would to Gop it had fewer blemifhes! We ought however to be 
“watchful of that reputation for which foreigners of fentiment fo univerfally give 

us a diftinguifhed preference. | | : 


_. Tue: feafon being far advanced, I thought it neceffary to hafteri my depafturé; 
Je was not without relutancy I left a fcene, whicli at the fame time it gives occa- 
fion of compaffion for the diftrefies of the people, affords travellers a great field of 
—amufement, but moit of all when the court is in that city. ‘There is hardly any 
place in EUROPE more devoted fo pleafures and diverfions ; but we fee the confe- 
quence ‘of this exceflive indulgence, though confined to a court. What has not 
‘THAT NATION then to dread, whofe people in GENERAL free themfelves from 
reftraints, beyond the meafure which health will bear, and beyond the bounds 
which prudence or juttice warrants? The saxon¢ amidft their futferings are gentle 
in their manners: they have the greateft paffion for mufic and poetry of any of 
the GERMANS; even the peafants have a rural tafte of them: and they have Jome 
able men in thefe fciences, a _ | : 


Tre goth of auguft I left prrspen, and travelled towards mrisseNx, on the 
banks of the eLBpe. The deliohtfulnefs of the weather contributed much towards 
heightening the natural beauties of this country. The corn-fields and gardens, 
meadow-lands and paftures, produced a charming effect. Here the eaftern banks 

oo | | _ of 


+ * tse, > > Twas told that halfa million of dollars intended for part of a paymerit due td the 


king of PRUSSIA, was actually paid away for the duke of mopEna’s pictures ! 
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of the expe are adorned with a great number of vineyards, fome of which <are ad- 
_ mirably ficuated to receive all the advantages which the fun can afford in this lati- 
tude; but the people fruftrate their own end, by fuffering the vines to ‘grow too 
- high, and with too great a luxuriancy, fo that the grapes do not arrive to that. 
maturity which a more judicious cultivation might afford. ‘The people are extreme~- 
ly induftrious, and no vround is loft; fome of the fteepeft hills are fupported by: 
many terrafies. As we approach to MEIssEN the valley grows very narrow, and 
part of the houfes on the banks are built on rocks, which rife perpendicular from 
the river, and form a very agreeable and romantic VIEW. ee 
Ta caftle of mMEISsEN, in which is the porcelain manufactory, ftands on the. 
weftern bank of the ELBE, three GERMAN miles from DRESDEN: it 1s a very large’ 
building, and a place of fome defence. I had an opportunity of being confirmed™ 
with* what fecrecy this manufactory 1s conduéted, for there is no admittance into’ 
the moft common part of the work, without an order from the governor of DRES- 
ben: nor are the workmen, as already obferved, ever feen without the- gates of this- 
— trong hold. Here I paffed the ELBE On a bridge, and after mounting a fteep afcent 
J came into a plain country : the road ts good, and the foil rich and well cultivated s 
towns, woods and pafture lands are agreeably intermixed, and combine to give alr 
‘dea of riches and pleafure; yet the inhabitants are poor, for the taxes fall heavy 
on the labourer. ] arrived at sTauB twO GERMAN miles and a half, and from thence 
to ST. HUBERTSBURG two. GERMAN miles and a half, the country every where ap 
" .pearing, pleafant. | oe oS oa 


- ‘Turs is a palace intended for the pleafure of hunting, of which I have already ob- 
ferved the SAXON Court is IMMODERATELY fond. The adjacent country is proper 
~-for the fport ; and the king’s dogs and horfes are kept in order, by being exercifed 
“twice a week. ‘The hunting equipage of the saxon court is the more gay and 
” brilliant, as an uniform of yellow cloth laced with filver, is worn. on thele occa« 
- fions, by every one who appears in the field. ‘The palace is large, but not mag~ 
_nificent, nor was it yet entirely finifhed. The fix apartments intended: for the 
queen, are lined with green damafk laced with gold, and thofe for the king, of: 
erimfon, in the fame tafte. The dining-room, which is round, is an elegant 
apartment : the gallery ts of a good fize, and ready to. receive the fine pictures 
which the king had already marked for that purpofe from amongft. his collection 
in prESDEN. ‘There is a handfome luftre of porcelain, which had been fent as a. 
prefent from FRANCE a$ FRENCH manufacture, which appeared to me but little 
inferior to that of saxony. ‘There is a picture of sr, FRANCIS XAVIER, fupported 
by an angel, done in crayons by the hands. of the king’s daughter, new the- 
dauphinefs of FRANCE.» As this alliance Aattered the ambition of the saxons, the: 
_ king had promifed great amufements to his people: whenever this lady fhould bring 
a fon into the world, The gardens of this palace were fmall, but the fituation 
admirable, .and the ground already laid out. for the enlargement of them. : 


| Tre gift Tleft sv. HUBERTSBURG. | The roads. in this neighbourhood are Very 
good, and where the foil is inferior, induftry feems to fupply the deficiency. 
Having ‘travelled two GERMAN miles, J arrived at WURTZEN, which is a‘market 

os er,’ "town 
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” town on the tiver MoLLen, and has four hundred houfes. From hence to prispsic 
is three GERMAN miles; fome parts of the road are fandy and difagreeable, though 
the land produces grain; and there are feveral towns and villages. From pr ESDEN 
CO LEIPSIG is twelve GERMAN miles and a half, 


Lerpsic is one of the greateft trading towns in GERMANY; tts fituation is advan- 
tageous, for a place that has no. river of’ confequence near it. MAGDEBURG, which 
iS fituated on the exsg, is fourteen GeRMaN miles and a half diftance, and mer- 
chandize is brought from HAMBURG by that channel. What has diftinguithed this 
city, through a long feries of years, is the liberty of confcience which has been 
indulged to all forts of people. Asa confequence of this indulgence, they have 


TT: 


been induftrious in the cultivation of knowledge aiid moral accomplifhments, The 

univerfity eflablithed here has indeed, of late: years, declined very much: the 

feveral princes of GERMANY having the wifdem to encourage’ learning within their 

own dominions; add to this, the neighbourhood of HALL, where the ftudents 

enjoy advantages: in point of cheap living much fuperior to this place. Notwith- 

itanding thefe circumftances, the number of ftudents in Lerpsra js yet very confi- 
~ derable, | oo : oo, 


THE wool which js collected. in this ity is an important article, and contributes. 
much to the weairh of the citizens, “They have fome rich manufactures, and are 
much diftinguithed for: painted cloths, in imitation of tapeftry. Wars and inva- 
lions, with the want of economy at court, have much humbled the pride of the 
citizens, and reduced that luxury which the advantages: of commerce had intro. 
duced amoneft them, _ ‘fhe vifit which the king of prussra lately made them, 
was yet frefh in their- munds ; and the heavy contributions impofed on them, fat 
heavy at their hearts. In this place are three fairs kept annually, viz. NEW YEAR’S 
DAY, EASTER, and MICHAELMAS. Formerly thefe were al] very confiderable, but 
now that of EasTER only, - To thefe refort POLANDERS, HUNGARIANS, BOnk- 

’ MIANS, PRUSSIANS, and. people from al] parts of GERMANY , alio FRENCH and 


a 


TTALIANS, and -even:Rarssta ns came hither, and brine the produce of their refpec- 
tive countries, Ma GDEBURG fupplies it with tobaéco, which is the growth of that 


—_ . * 


place: the quantity of this article confumed in GERMANY is prodigious : I have 
Known a common poftilion fill his pipe thricein the {pace of two German miles. 


ACCOMPTS are kept here in dollars and goete grofchen, of which twenty-four 

make a dollar : a ducat paffes for two dollars three quarters. Sundry coins are 

- Current, but the pure saxon Giver money is as hard to be found here as in DRES- 

DEN. ‘The exchange on AMSTERDAM is ordinarily about one hundred and thirty 

_ollars for one hundred riy dollars current of the UNITED PROVINCES. Their cent- 

ner is one hundred and ten pounds, different fron: the ENGLISH weight about two 
anda half per cent. -Their el] is twenty-two. inches and a half exouisn. 


Here are about forty thoufand inhabitants. within the gates, of which fixteen 


- 


{smilies are FRENCH refugees : the fuburbs al{o are filled with people. They have 
fx churches for the LUTHERANS, which is the eftablithed religion ; one fer the 
teformed ; and a chapel for the roman CATHOLICS, which is in the caftle > biit this 
| | itt 


% 
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Jaft is not permitted to ule bells. ‘They have introduced a new. kind of luxury even 
‘n their devotion : one of the capital churches has a numberof chapels projected 
about fix feet from the main wall, through which they communicate with the 
church, each chapel having ‘rg diftinét door without. Some of tHesrichelt citizens 
have beftowed on thefe auxiliary buildings fifteen. hundred or two thoufand dollars. 
The fober part of the people think the expence tad been better beftowed on the 
poor, as the affectation of fo great a diftinétion is by no means confiftent with that 
equality which 1s fuppoted to be among mien in their addrefies to the Almighty. 
fr feerns to be the remains of that-paffion. which the ROMANISTS have for the jplen- 
did embellifhments. of their temples: ‘The contrary, of this may be {een in SOME 
COUNTRIES, where the houfe of Gop is oftentimes left in.a worfe condition than 
4 ftable. . By a pretence of not drawing away the attention, by ‘material objects, 
they make no provifion for common decency, nor fometimes for common protec- 
tion againit the weatlrer. The people here are indeed religioufly inclined ; it is 
their conttant cuftom ‘to fhut their {hops every friday morning + and during their 
devotions, which lat till ten o’ckeck, if any perion prefume to fell any thing, they 
are fubject to the fine of ten crowns. - a Oo 


Tip fortifications of LEIPSIG feem. rather ésIculated for the ufe of the inhabitants 
to walk on, than for defence. Thelfe have however four ftone gates ;. and the 
citizens fupport two hundred fojdiers: this exempts them from quarters, though. 
they are otherwile fubject to be faxed as arbitrarily as any other town in SAXONY. 
This city is of a very (mall extent, but the houfes are lofty, as well as elegant 1n 


‘their fronts. Some of them. have three ftories of cellars, and granaries on the top 


of the houfes, to the number of three or four ftories; fo that the whole makes an. 
appearance of feven, eight, or ning {tories. The ftretts are clean, commodious, and 
agreeable, and there are two large fquares which are ufed as market-places. But 
what adds much to the agreeablenefs of this city, are the gardens which furround 
it, particularly the APEL * garden, which is in an: excellent tafte, confidering that 
‘tis almoft upen a flat. | e fratues are very indifferent, yet fo ranged as to pro- 
duce a pleafing effect. This garden was much ‘n efteem with the late king 


 aucusTus, but at prefent it ts fupported by the contributions of the citizens. 


*# A man's name. 
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A foort account of the inbabitants and revennes of ANHALT KOETHEN, ANHALT DESSAY, 
BINBURG avd ZERBST. A fuccin® view of MAGDEBURG, and WOLFENBUTTEL. 
Of the revenues and Jorces of the court of BRUNSWIC, with a view of the ducal pa- 
lace and gallery of pidfures at SALTZDALEN. ; 


E PTEMBER the fecond I took my leave of my friends in Leipsic, and 
S departed for Lanpspzra; the road Near Lerpsic was full of waggons loaded 
with merchandize. The land is: every whete well cultivated, but not inclofed. 
Hat, which is fubje& to PRUSSIA, appeared at a finall diftance: it is famous for 
its fchocls and univerfity, particularly for ftudents in phyfic.. At Lanpsperc, 
which is three GermMaAN miles and a half, we entered the prussian dominions; the 
paflage from one fovereignty to another, in thefe parts, is very frequent: from 
_ thence, paffing through ROTHENBURG, which is the frontier of saxony, bordering 
on the petty fovereignty of the prince Of ANHALT KOETHEN, I arrived at the city 
KOETHEN, diftant four GeErMAN miles. : | 


—_ 


- 
nowt gt , i. 


Turis is a confiderable place, the inhabitants being computed near fifteen thoufand. 
They have three churches, and the principal manufaéture of pold and filver lace in 
all GERMANY. It employs near a thoufand ons: the ufual expence of their 
wages is fifteen thoufand dollars a week. They manufa@ure here yearly to the 
value of near a million of dollars, for which there is a demand all over GeRMany, 
as well as abroad, The saxons acknowledge that the inhabitants of thefe little 
independent fovereignties of KOETHEN, DESSAU, BINBURG, and zERBsT, live in 
the land of milk and honey; whilft the knowledge which thefe people have of what 
the saxons and BRANDENBURGERS fuffer, convinces them thar they are really 
-happy. Indeed thefe were the only people, confidered as a ftate, which before, or 
fince that time, I ever heard talk without complaining: — Co ee 


- 


Tose petty princes poffefs lands fufficient for: their expences, their revenues 
being reckoned about half a million of dollars. The tax on lands is four per.cent, 
which, rating them at twenty years purchafe, is not quite one fhilling in the pound. 
Upon an’ emergency the fubjects are capable of raifing half a milion extraordinary. 
According to the conftitution of the empire, each of thefe princes is obliged to 
cloath, arm, and fupport one huadred men in time of war, for, the cMperor’s fer- 
vice. The towns, in thefe little ftates, are not fo numerous in proportion to the 
extent of country, as in saxony, but better peopled. The young prince of 
ANHALT KOETHEN has a palace in this town, but it is in a rumous condition, He 
‘upports a body of two hundred and fifty men, who are well Cloathed; his revenues 
are computed at one hundred and fixty thoufand dollars. He was now about nine- 
feen years of age, of a very remarkable comelinefs, and engaged in the fefvice of 
the king of DENMARK, ; 


a es 


ig - 
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Tre third, I travelled through a country well cultivated, but not of fo rich a. 


foil 2s moft parts of saXony. SaLTz4, which lies in the road, is famous for? 


refining falt, made from an adjacent {pring of falt water. The river savy divides. 
the dominions of ANHALT KOETHEN, and BRANDENBURG: pafling over it in a 
ferry I entered KaLpe, where i found near a regiment of PRuségan foldiers, and. 


was interrogated as ufual under PRUSSIAN difcipline. This was the firft, and lait, 


place in which [ was pilfered . I difcovered the thief and obtained refticution, and 
‘was inclined to have him chaftifed, till I learnt that the punifhment would be more 
fevere than the nature of the crime feermed. to require. . 


"Fue fecurity with which one: travels in this part of the world, is.a circumftance 
much to be recommended, Flere the peopfe are fober and ferious ; the duties of 
morality aré taught aiid inculcated, not by priefts only, but by parents: and as a 
natural confequence of a religious fenfe of things, ghefts and robberies in time of 
peace* are hardly known among the cermans. This. is imputable to a ffrict 
difcipline, but it alfo arifes from the early impreffions of religion, which fo ap- 
parently prevail in this country. : 


/ 


Prom KALBE tO MAGDEBURG Js four GER MAW miles 5 the road is extremely good. - 
< ¥ Boo; 


If it is Warrantable to travel on the fabbath-day without -neceffity, we ought at leaft 
to perform the duty of public worfhip: I hearda good’ difcousfe im one of the 
rRENCH reformed churches. Ihave already taken notice of the piety of the 1vu- 
THERANS, particularly as.expreffed in finging. On my entrance mtO MAGDEBURG,. 
a band of vocal muficians, compofed of twelve ftudents, after. morning fervice,. 
were finging at the doors of the citizens: this is but a genteeler way of begging ; 
however, it cannot he faid to encourage idlenefs. The performance pleafed me fo 


well that 1 engaged them for a fhort time, and they received a fmali gratuity * 


with great thankfulnefs. Here are two reformed, one FRENCH LUTHERAN, and. 
eight GERMAN LUTHERAN, Churches, all which have been rebuilt fince 163.1. 


Tis1s town was then facked and burnt, and the inhabitants put to the fword, by 
che emperor’s general, count trey. ‘Phe king of Prussia, in his memoirs of 
che houfe of BRANDENBURG, mentions a véry remarkable inftance of heroic virtue, 
viz. ‘© That twelve hundred virgins drowned themfelves in the ELBE, as the only 
© means of preferving their chaftity from the violation to. which it was expofed. 
‘« “Thefe examples,” adds this author, ** are admirable, but they are rare. If the {tory 
‘ appears fabulous, it ought to be imputed to the corruption. of oun manners, or 
‘ that the fact is not properly attefted.” It is poffible that a fenfe of honor, joined 
to the terrors of acruel enemy, might drive numbers.to this extremity, efpecially “As 
very few of the inhabitants were faved from the fword, except fourteen hundred: 


~~» 


= 


who fhut themfelses up in the cathedral. I had. the pleafure’to find here feveral. _ 


agreeable perions of both fexes, to whom the letters I carned. procured me an intro- 
duction. Indeed E every where experienced advantages of this kind, which though 
I travelled alone, rendered, my journey improving and delightful. | 
| - THIS 


® Intime of war travelling is faid to be dangereus, > Twelve grofch, or twenty-one perce: 


i 
i 
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Tuts place is remarkable: for its great magazines; for the reception of mer- 
chandize- brought from HAMBURG On the ELBE, and from hente fence by land to 
LEIPS¥G and other parts. Some of the vefféls employed for this. purpofe are of 
feventy lafts, and though their fides are very thin, are generally deeply loaded; they 
are flat-bottomed, and draw at mioft three feet water. The current neat the town 
is very ftrong. There are fourteen floating mills for grinding corn; and to prevent 
the ill confequences of a rapid itream, a fluice is prepared for the fafer paflage of | 
' veffeis with merchandize. Here are fome manufactories and remarkable buildings : 
in the great fquare at the main guard, is an antient ftatue of the emperor orno, 
who in the year 930 is faid to have founded this city. : 


Tue fortifications of this place are very remarkable, and diftinguithed through alj 
EUROPE. There are fix deep foffes * this, together with the lownefs of their works. 
renders the place very ftrong. Here were ‘three. regiments; amotnting to fou, 
thoufand men; but to defend fo large a town, a much greater number is neceflary. 


Tue fourth; IT travelled on to AKERRESLABEN, two GERMAN miles from MAG-~ 
DEBURG, which is therefore preferred as the moft convenient flage, though it is 
more than, half a cermAn mile out of thé way. The Garman pottilions wear 
the liveries of the country they belong to; in BRANDENBURG it is blue, in saxony 
yellow. They bear the king’s “arms, and pay a tax of one third of the hire of 
horfes, to the crown.. They are frequently infolent, or {tupidly regardlefs of their 
duty to ftrangers. They ufe {mall fkency horns, the found of which js fhrill ; 
fome of them play tunes in no difagreeable manner, but the majority make a 
fhocking -noife. Brandy, or unconimen fees of drink-money; will induce them to 
travel faft, otherwife they are infupportably dilatory. os 


I was yet in the prussyaw dominions, when my pottilion attémipréd td pals by 4 
particular way, and avoid the payment of a {mall road duty : upon this an officer; 
who was pofted at an avenue to prevent this prattice, rode up, flopped my chariot, 
and feized one of the horfes as a tre{pafs. He would not defiit till [ alighted with 
my piftol, and let him know, that whatever fault the poftilion had committed, it 
could by no means reach me, who had paid for the horfes according to the laws; 
and was travelling under the protection of thofé laws; thetefore if he prefumed 
to detain me, I would refift him as a robber: upon which he thought proper to 
let me pafs, | | , 


~ Tue’ next place we came to, was the city of HELMSTET, belonging to the duke 
bf BRUNSWIC; it is furrounded with an old fortification, and had a garrifon of two 
hundred of the duke’s troops. Here are two hundred ftudents, who are chiefly 
fupported by the bounty of their fovereign. From thence I departed for woLren- 
BUTTEL, being four very lone GERMAN miles; the road is good, but the country 
hilly, and the vallies aboutid in cattle. There are fevera] groves of oaks, which 
being kept perfectly clean, have a charming effect. The inhabitants of the towns 
and villages have the appearance of great hedlth and eafy circumftances. A few 
‘miles to the eaftward of this road are feveral mines of iron, copper, filver, and, 
they fay, fome gold alfo. In the dominions of the duke of erunswic, asiwell as 
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in thofe of the elector of saxony, there is'a great variety of ore, which cpnftitutes 
a confiderable part of their revenues. Among fuch as are remarkable, they reckon 
that-which is of a deep emerald with filver-coloured points, hike thorns; this ore 
is faid to contain a proportion of gold alfo. a 


TARRIVED at WOLFENBUTTEL after the gates were fhut, but I prociired ad- 
miffion?. The houfes here are low, but the.ftreets clean. ‘The fortification is very 
neat and regular, but not calculated for any great defence. The fmall river oxar 
Gils a mote round it, and affords water to the-inhabitants in a very convenient man- 
cr. Without the walls is an anticnt palace belonging to the duke, which is rather 
convenient than grand: here are feveral apartments well futnifhed, and two {mall 
galleries of pictures... En this city there is a good arfenal and library ; I declined 
(eeing it, from an opinion that the fimple view of libraries, without examining 
cheir contents, is a more barren entertainment than furveying the fky, without 
thinking of him who made it. | | 


Tue next day 1 went on to BRuNswit, About an ENGLISH mile from WOLFEN~ 
BUTTEL is the palace of ANTOINENBURG, belotiging tothe duke’s mother. For neat 
two ENGLISH miles the road is bordered by trees and: groves af..wood+. the whole 


a 


way, which is fhort of two GERMAN miles, is agreeable... Che walls.of. srunswic 
are lofty, and the fortifications of no mean note. This is the refidence of the prince, 
whom we ftile duke of wotrensuTTe; his majefty the king of GREAT BRITAIN, 
‘s a branch of that family, and takes the title of duke of BRUNSwIC, The garrifon 
confifted of five regiments. -The duke’s forces are eftimated at thirteen thoufand, 
but I have reafon to believe the real number was then only nine thoufand, of which 
two thoufand are invalids. This is a great number for fo fmall a ftate to fupport : 
why fo many are kept in pay, in time of profound peace, is owing to the pride of 
thefe GERMAN princes, and the cuftom of their forefathers. Add to this, that they 
(ymetimes receive fubfidies from great princes, in confequence of which they are 
obliged to keep up a number of forces. ‘The BRuNSwIC troops are Very clean, and 
cloathed much after the PRSSSIAN manner; but the men are fmaller, their arms 
lichter, and their exercife not fo exact. _ | 


Tur arfenal of this city contains nothing very extraordinary - in the ROMISH 
times they fay it was.a church, in the gothic tafte, but now very much changed, as 
well in the exterior part as the infide, which contains three ftories. There are about 
fixty pieces of brafs cannon, feveral cohorns and mortars, and ten pieces of large 
b.ais battering cannon of ap enormous fize, with a great quantity of {malt arms,~ 
but not all in the beft order. It feems to be the folly of moft princes, to preferve, 
many ufelefs arms, merely for fhew ; or for the fake of their antiquity. 


On the ramparts is a curiofity of a mortar-piece of. brafs, made in e411. It 
is ten feet fix inches long, and nine feet two sinches diameter, weighing one 
thoufand eight hundred quintals: it has ninety. three quintals of iron in the 

: 7 : carriage. 


" ® 1 ; ' : 
a Ther: is arate fixed; three grofch for a vehicle, and one for a horfe, for opening the gates. after a 
certian heir. : . . 
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carriagé, It will carry a ball of feven hundred and thirty pounds weight to the dif- 
tance of thirty-three thoufand paces, and throw a bomb of one thoufand weight; bur 
it requires fifty-two pounds of powder. : 


Here are feveral churches, one in particular, which is a very antient eothi¢e 
building : but the appearance of its antiquity feems to be abforbed in the frequent 
repairs it has undergone. The top. of-it is ornamented with twenty large paintings, 
reprelenting the prophets of the old teftament in the clouds of heaven, which gives 
the building a very folemn air. The high altar is of marble, adorned with the 
itatues of the four evangelifts, and fupported below. by moses. and aaron. 


Tis branch of the houfe of srunswie is very numerous, coniifting of near 
thirty perfons, who live in preat harmony, .. But’ this family is unhappy in having 
one confiderable branch, .in banifhment, in RUSSIA; and another living in a ftate 
of widowhood, the king * her hufband being alive, and, to appearance, in good. 
health, | | 


Tue revenues of this country are faid not to exceed a million and a half of dollars », 
and though the court is fo numerous, the cecanamy of it is fuch, that the duke has 
his theatrical and mufical] entertainments, and. foreigners are received with great 
civility. Perfons of great .diftinétion, -being confidered in fome meafure upon an 
equality, feldom leave this court without being extremely: well fatished with the 
reception they meet with. ENnGutsu ‘noblemen, In particular, are well received. 
when they occafionally pafs that way. The duke feems to confult his. eafe -and. 
happinefs, rather than the parade of life... He generally appears. in. his coach with 
three other perfons of his family. His livery.is yellow, laced: with a galloon. of 
blue filk and filver, and. he has ufually four footmen ‘behind his coach; two pages 
in Olue cloth laced with filver, on each fide of it 3 and,a fervant in. livery riding be- 
‘tore him to prepare the way. : oe a 


Tue duke’s palace of sattzpAHLEN is worthy the curiofity of traveller: it is 
fituated at the diftance of a long GERMAN mile from BRUNSWIC, In a very mean 
village, and the road to it is but indifferent. ‘The preatelt part of this palace is 
of timber; the rooms are moitly lined with painted cloths, which have a tafte of 
grandeur at a fall expence. Here I obferved the magnificence of a fovereign. 
prince reftrained by a parfimonious regard to {mall revenues, and to the neceflary 
fupport of a family and an army. The garden, is in no bad. tafte, but the ftatues. 
are very mean. ‘The gallery of pictures is a noble apartment, and its contents not 
Jefs worthy of attention; the end of it divides into feveral apartments. The left 
wing 18 furnifhed in a grotefque tafte with cHin A. porcelain, ranged in. an agreeable 
manner: another is full of painted enamelled ware, great part of which is faid to be. 
done by RaPHAEL of urRBINO, when he was enamoured of the potter’s daughter : 
but I fancy RapHarx never made a tenth part of the quantity which is afcribed 
to him. This collection is. faid to be above two hundred years. flanding.. Of 


| . pictures. 
* The king of rrussia, & Two hundred and fixty-two thoufand pounds, 
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oicturgs there are many curious originals, fome remarkable for the fubject, and 
others for the execution. | Fe | 


Some of the pictures which ftruck my fancy, were ADAM and EVE viewing ABEL 
after his death, and pulling open his eyes; they are fuppofed to be ignorant if 
what circumftances he was: aBEL’s-body appears as turned towards one. in. three 
‘different views; this piece is by stTRupEL. Our Saviour on the crofs...-Prince 
EUGENE the imperial general. Lewrs XIV. and his two miftreffes ; thefe appear 
to be fine pieces. The afcenfion, by voveERMAN, is much efteemed; the king of 
POLAND, they fay, would gladly parchafe it at any rate. The marriage of two 
HOLLANDERS, the young man-and woman looking tenderly at each other, while — 
the parents are equally‘attentive to the notary who draws up the articles. The 
woman of SAMARIA folliciting our Saviour’s mercy, pleading the argument of 
"dogs eating crumbs from their mafter’s table. The famous remMBRANDT, his wife 
and three childreh, in one piece, done by himfelf. JupirH and her attendant, ‘an 
old woman, holding, HOLLOpERNES s head juft cut off, the face yet appearing with 
fome marks of life. Serio ‘A, a famous SPANIARD, by RuBENS. A FLEMING, by 
VAN DYKE. Time plunged into an abyfs by sternery 5 an angel is reprefented 
with a ring, whilft old TIME is tumbled headlong; the execution-of this piece feems 
to be much jnferior to many others. Peter delivered from: prifon by the angel, 
by sternpeck. A reprefentation of the dodtrine of the crofs, and facred hiftory, 
oppofing the.vain imaginations of prophane hiftory, and driving away the vicious. 
beings by which the heathen gods are reprefented, by orpan. CrpHanus and 
pRocRIS, an exceeding fine piece. The reprefentation of ABRAHAM embracing. 
his fon after the trial which God made. of his faith: piety and joy here feem to 
contend with each other, whilft his looks exprefs a feraphic adoration ; this piece 
is done by LIEBENS. : | | 


Tse dutchy of BRUNSWIC carries on a trade of fome confequence with zo- 
wemia. The country abounds in hops, which are efteemed the beft in all cer- 
many : they have likewife gteat plenty of turnips, of the feeds of which they make 
pood oil. : | | | 


CHAP. 
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Fhe author purfues bis: journey to the elechorate of wa NOVER. 4 brief accouys of the 

. city of HANOVER, ifs palace, fables. inbabitants, f the revenues. Joldiery, &¢. 
Reflections on cours tanguaze. Af foort account of the palace and E4rden of tern. 
HAUSEN, — | | | | 


FLE feventh of feptember FE. travelled on to PAINE, three GERMAN miles; 
this place is in the bifhoprick of HILDESHEIM, and now fubje&t to the elector 
of coLocneg, whofe troops were quartered here. From hence to ZEHN, a {mall 


place in the electorate of HANOVER, jis CWO CERMAN miles ; the road is good, but. 
moftly on a heath and barren land, _ - 


Here F had an opportunity of difcovering a new fpeties of corruption; or rather — 
an iniolent abufe of authority. The ele@orate of HANOVER is diftinguifhed from 


moft others in Germany in. this Inftance, that ie does net draw any part of the 
Fevenues from poft-horfes. ~ They pay here only fix grofch a GERMAN mile for 
each horfe, whereas in POMERANIA, BRANDENBURG, and SAXONY, they pay eight, 
But as in thofe countries they ufually put in four horfes to 4 common chariot, and 
demand payment only for three, that number being luppofed fufficient ; in HANOVER 


they infift on being paid for the four, defeating the intention of the legiflature, by 


this act of inhofpitable extortion, 


PROM ZZEHN to the city of HANOVER iS [WO GERMAN Miles; the preatef} part 
ef the road is very fandy, and difagreeable = but the foil produces corn, and there 
are fome pleafant Groves near the road. The city of HANOVER on this fide appear 
at the diftance of a long GERMaN mile, as if it ftood in the midft of a wood. | 

Upon entering the MANOVERIAN dominions, ] could not help obferving a parti- 
cular difference in the countenances of the inhabirants from thofe of the BRAN» 
DENBURGHERS: for though the latter are polite, their perfons cleanly, and ‘their. 
houfes elegant yet is there not the fame “ppearance of a comfortable life, as in, 
HANOVER. Thé reafon of this will foon appear, if We compare the different go- 
vernmenis, and different views of their refpective lovereigns. 


Tug king was now at CHOERD, a hunting-palace twenty-eight GrRMaNn miles 
from the city. It is faid that twelve hundred perfons can be accommodated at this. 
place, where his mayetty makes a greater expence than at any other diverfion. The 
woods are cut into viftas, and the tra@ of country fo large, that the trees which, 
were blown down in a late {torm, though computed at eighty thoufand, are noc | 
withftanding hardly miffed, : 


Tue connexion which ENGLISH fubjeéts are luppofed to have with HANovER, 


had almoft betrayed me into a perfuafion that I fhould find myfelf at home there. 


2. | ft 
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It is a vulgar notion, chat ENGLAND is the chief fupport of that electorate , how 
ill founded it may be, I fhall not take the pains to enquire; but | eould not 
avoid obferving a certain coldnefs and indifference in ENGLisH travellers in re- 
gard to HANOVER ; who, though anxious, in the domintons of foreign princes, 
to fee things lefs worthy of note, are apt to pafs over this city without any at- 
tention, ~ oF 

CouNT WILLIAM BENTINK being in the fame inn, did me the honour of a 
tranfient vifit: this nobleman is particularly polite in his manners, and has a great 
love for*the ENGLISH. The count, who is feigneur of Roon, and of the fame 
family as the duke of PoRTLAND, is greatly beloved’ by all the well-wifhers of the 
houfe of onANGE; which, it is faid, he had a great fhare in reftoring to the ftadt- 
holderthip, : 


I wap alfo an opportunity of paying my refpects to a certain noble peer, pof- 
fefled of many amiable qualities. He gave me as gracious and polite a reception 
as I had any title to expect, who hardly ever faw him before. As I had no court- 
clependences, nor. were here any temptations to other amufements; I was at liberty 
10 indulge my thoughts in moralizing on this occafion. : | 

A cERTAIN emiffary from HaMBuURG fent, about this time, to he court of HANO- 
ver, returned home in high joy, from the great honor which. had been paid 
him; though not a jot of his bufinefs was done. Men unuted to the language of 
courts, may, like Sir FRANCIS wRONGHEAD in the play, be eafily deceived into 
the imaginary poffeffion of riches and honors, when thee foft words are {poken 
by men in the higheft ranks of life. But when courtiers aré conftrained to dif- 
guife their fentiments, can we, with propriety, fay, they are fo high in dignity as 
the private gentleman, who dares to fpeak the language of his heart, and is under 
no kind of neceflity of {peaking any other language? _ 


One of the apartments in the king’s palace being appointed as a chapel for 
the fubjeéts of the church of encLanp, I had the pleafure of hearing ‘Doctor 
younc, one of his majefty’s chaplains*, preach. Whilit we are travelling 
through countries where we have no particular intereft, where we are fojourners 
only for a few days, in a literal fenfe, fhall we neglect to call to. mind, that 
country where we fhall live for ever! Or fhall we think it an impropriety to 
blend’ the confideration of both worlds, whilft they are in their nature fo in- 
feparably connected ? Whether it was from the great diftance of time, in which 
I ‘had not heard any preacher of note; or the excellency of the difcourfe, fet 
off with the advantages of the doctor’s gefture, voice, and. propriety of expret- 
fion; but his words feemed to have at leaft as much ferce as the {weeteft 
eloquence of the moft accomplifhed courtier. To lend an ear to the courtier, 
and take his word for fome uncertain fhort-lived good, whilft we are totally 
deaf, or carelefsly inattentive to that of the prieft, who promifes certain and eter- 

, | : | nal 
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, icity, 18 as common, as for men to think more of this world than of the 
next. « | 
a 
Bur unhappily for mankind, thefe emiffaries from heaven too often utter their 
Important truths with lefs emotion ; and, to APPEARANCE, with lefS attention to the 
‘parport.of the words, than the COURTiER can have to his complimental declara- 
“ons. Jt was perhaps on this principle the celebrated Mr, root julily remarked, 
that the fictions of the {tage have ulually penetrated mens hearts, at leafk for the 
etime, much deeper than the reahties which are uttered from the pulpit. To foften 
this matter, it Ought to be remembered, that a {trong and harmonious voice, a 
mufical ear, and a devout heart, are things which rarely meet in one and the {ame 
man, The great objection feems to confift in this, that the {piritual pare of the 
legiflature have declined into an inattention to this article ; and cuftom, joined to 
the freedom of GREAT BRITAIN, in fome meature makes it neceflary tor them 
tO appoint al] perfons, who prefent themfelves, if their lives and their learning 
are unexceptionable, whatever their defeéts may be in regard to voice, ear, and 
expreflion, 


‘THERE are however many preachers in ENGLAND of admirable fkill in oratory ; 
many whofe manner, language and doétrine afford .the higheft delight to a mora! 
mind; and give occafion to their auditors to fhow as great marks of their tafte, as 
of their virtue. Unhappy thofe whofe poverty in both, contraéts their joys to 
pleafures of a different nature! pleafures which are rendered valuable, only from 
the expence they create; or fuch as ought to be shunned, becaufe they are dance.. 
rous. The caufe of religion feems to fuffer with the decline of that refpe€t which 
is due to a profeffion the moft dignified in the world. A reverence for prieft and 
for religion, will, in the minds, at leaft, of the common people, ever accompany 
each other; and, ig one fenfe, there are more common people than is generally 
unagined. In ENGLAND there feems to be much greater danger from the immora- 
lity arifing from this caufe, than from ecclefiattical power or pride. 


To return to my fubje@: Hanover is, in many refpects, pleafant ; and, though 
thort of BERLIN, or DRESDEN, it may be deemed elegant: it is every day im- 
proving, and that part which is called the new crry has feveral agreeable 
houfes. Ie is watered by the Leina, which is a branch of the ALLER, that runs 
into the weseER, and confequently communicates with BREMEN 3; but it carries 
on no trade worth mentioning. The fortifications are not formidable, but: the 
walk round them is very agreeable. | _ 


THe king’s ftables are magnificent; befides his riding horles, which were then 
abfent, they contained thirteen complete fetts of coach herfes, the moft beautiful 
of their kind. : 


Tus palace is fituated upon the banks of the Lemna: it has feveral courts 
within it. In confequence of a fire which happened not many years fince, 
great part of it has been rebuilt. The rooms are commodious, as well as grand, 
> Vou, I, | Non > and 
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and many of them are hung with very rich tapeftry, for which this pas, 
moft diftinguifhed. | oa 

* 
Tur opera-houle, as well as the theatre tor the FRENCH comedians, which are 
both within the palace, are anticnt, but commodious. The whole is rather rich, 
decent, and elegant, than fplendid, but it has fomething more folid than any! | 
faw In GERMANY. _ et 


‘. 


Tur. guard is always. mounted, and open table is kept even vrhen the king is nots 
sn his electoral dominions ; at which time the adminitration, compoied of a council 
of ftate, is conducted with the utmoft dignity. During the whole winter there is a 

play twice a week, and a concert as often. ‘The courtiers, without exception, take: 
place according to the mulitary rank that is affigned them: at the fame time that 

this feeds their hearts with that pride and emulation, which is one of the great 

properties of courts in general, it fupports that good order and difcipline which is 

effential to a military government, | | 


THE king’s forces.in the eleCtorate are faid te be twenty-four thoufand. They 
are defervedly diftinguifhed for their valour, of which they gave {uch fignal proof - 
an the late war, that even thofe politicians, who make it a point to oppofe the 
~ meafures of the government, muft confefs, that our confidence in them was more 
judicioufly repofed, than in any other of our good friends and allies. Thefe men 
do not appear fo tall as the enGuisH foldiers ; but in other refpects, bear a great 
affinity to them. : 

Tue revenues of the electorate are about four millions-of doilars*, The finances 
are faid to be in good order,. which is not improbable; for although this electorate 
has been fo frequently threatened with invafions, war has. not, reached. its. bowels 
now for a long feries of years. A confiderable part of the revenue arifes from 


the Gilver mines. The number. of inhabitants in the city of Hanover hardly 
exceeds fifty thoufand. : : 


T was told in BRAND: NBURG, that the HANGVERTAN women were remarkable for 
their beauty ; but I confefs, that I could not difcover any fuch women ; it is true, 
my eyes were then extremely weak. - 


Bur nothing here is fo much recommended to the attention of travellers as the 
king’s palace at HEREN-HAUSEN, Which lies about two ENGLISH miles to the north- 
ward of this city. The way to it is through an agreeable avenue of trees, but the: 
road is fandy. I know not if ] was moft mortified, or furprized, to find a building 
incomparably fhort of my. expectations ; for though in ENGLAHD, it 1s faid, our 
hofpitals are palaces, and our palaces more proper for hofpitals*; yet I had fallen 
into an opinion, that this palace, fo much talked of, was indeed grand, and worthy. 
of his majefty. Princes, like other men, have oftentimes prejudices in favour of a 
paternal inheritance, and the refidence of their forefathers. E.RNEsT aucustus, the 

7 : king’s 
-4 Seven hundred thoufand pounds, >» HampPron-court, &e, excepted. . 
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King’s grandfather, built this palace about eighty years fince*: the greateft part of 
it 1s of wood, and the apartments in general rather give an idea of a largé antient 
manfion-hcule of a private gentleman in ENGLAND, than of the palace of a great 
monare1, It has fome rich and decent furniture, and good pictures: CHARLES 
THE FIRST, and prince RUPERY in particular, are faid to be originals, and dittin- 
-cguuhed for their likerefs, | 

xr garucn however may juftly be admired. I faw none in ceruMany compa- 
rable to iz, though it wants thofe exquifite charms and inchanting variety that an in- 
equality of ground produces, of which we have numerous proofs in GREAT BRI- 
TAIN. Qne fide of the garden is covered by a narrow piece of water above a quar- 
ter of a mile in length. ‘The walks are moftly of gravel made wide and {paciouis;. 
large iquares and bafons dividing the feveral parts of the garden. ‘The intermediate: 
ipaces are formed by lofty groves and orchards; the whole produces a grand effect ; 
but in my tudement, not very rural. The ftatues are moftly of f{tone, and do not 
appear to me of the firft rank. ‘The jet d’eau, erected by Mr. Benson in 1716, 
perhaps excecds any thing of the fort in the world; it throws the water feventy teet 
high. Here is alo a fylvan theatre, according to the GERMAN tafte, on which plays 
and maitquerade are fometimes exhibited: ic is adorned with ftatues, and occaSon- 
ally dluminated in a grand tafte. 


# 


IN this palace, it is faid, the king moft unbends his mind: and whilft he- 
enjoys an uncontrouled authority, has the entire poffeflion of the hearts of his 
fubjects. Such cannot be the limited power of a BRitIsH monarch: but he cer- 
tainly has the fincere love of mucn the greateft part of his people in GREAT BRI-- 
TAIN; the real friendfhip of many near his perfon; and the veneration, even of 
thofe few, who are too much THEIR own enemiies to be entirely sis friends; to 
thele we may add a country, poffeffed of all the advantages of nature and art, in- 
comparably fuperior to the electorate, -Notwithftanding this feeming iuperiority, 
thofe EnGiisu fubjects, who judge difpaffionately, and enter a little into the hu- 
man heart, will foon find reafons to confider a king, as man like themfelves, 
and thus reconcile the conftancy of his majefty’s affection for his HaNOVERIAN 
dominions. Whether fuch an affection will exift in the minds of this iluftrious 
family ih rurure ages, FUTURITY only can difcover, That the HANOVERIANS: 
are as impatient for the abfence of their ELECTOR, as any BRITISH fubjects can he 
of their KinG, is obvious; fo natural is it to mankind, to covet the fioht and pre- 
fence of their fovereign, when he is a good prince. — SF 

Ont great topic during my flay at HANOVER, was the treaty juft then 
concluded between the BRirisH crown and the UNITED PROVINCES On the ane 
part, and the electer of Bavaria on the other, with. regard to a fupply of forces, 
in caic of need, tor which BavaRia is to receive an annual Yubfidy of near forty 
thouland pounds. ‘The fufferings of pavaria in the late war, one would tma- 
ginc, were iufficient to detach her eleétor from FRANcr, though fuch an emolu- 
ment-had not been given, The generality of people in ENGLAND are apt to complain 
that. thele fubfidies are injurious to the honor and welfare of their country; but 
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sf ic is neceflary to fupport an intereft upon the continent, as, in forhe lights, it 
mutt be granted; theie GERMAN princes, whele intereft or inclination may 
induce, them to enter into alliance with us, wil as naturally demahd of vs 
fome kind of reward for their friendfhip, as the poor expect.to be relieved by 
the hounty of the rich: and although more may be paid for’ a thing than it 
is worth; yet in fome cafes, is it not as much our intereft to give moderate 
fubfidies, as it is for other princes to take them? We fee that the rrencn, whe 
are very acute in their politics, are as little difpofed to give fomething for nothing 
as we poffibly can be ; and yet they pay to PRUSSIA, COLOGN, DENMARK, SWEDEN, 
poLanp, and the republic of Genoa, near fix hundred thoufand pounds, which | 
apprehend is near twelve times as much as we pay indubfidies*. As cuftom is th 
law of mankind, whilft the fyftem of political intereft remains on its prefent footing 
thofe nations who by commerce are in the way of accumulating riches, will hav 
demands on them for part of thofe riches, whenever the affiftance of other prince 
-is, in a certain degree, neceflary to preferve that power by which thofe riches a 

acquired. And whilft we commit depredations on one. another, by arts of corrup 
tion, even fuppofing the giving of moderate fubfidies to be an evil, if it is fuch an 
evil as the conduct of other powers renders neceffary, we have the lefs reafon t 

complain. 


a The lat fubfidy to saxony, together with that of pavarra, I believe does nat exceed fifty thor 
fand pounds, The moft provoking circumftances in regard to paying foreign fubfidies, is being deferted 
in time of need; and yet we are, in this refpect, on the fame footing as the FReneci, {uppofing we giv 
with the {ame attention to the natural intereft of thofe who receive, as the FRENCH do. | 


The END of the FIRST VOLUME. 





